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Another ‘Oh Johnny’ Re-Discovery 


Because Orrin Tucker has lifted 


himself to major attention through | 
a revival of ‘Oh Johnny, OW 
other band leaders are suddenly bent 
on seanning the old catalogs for 
tunes that they, too, might record to 


’ | 
‘The Blackout Stroll’, 
London, Dec. 19. 
The latest dance here, com- 
posed by Tommy Connor, is 
called ‘The Blackout Stroll.’ 





DEPLORE TREND 


Trade Observers Say Adver- 
tising Agencies Are Losing | 
Perspective — Buying Lis- 





Stork Sweepstakes 


Standard Oil, outdoing the late 
John D. Rockefeller who gave 
away dimes, will pay $5 to all 


teners with Money Give-! babies born Jan. 1, 1940. This is 





garner both the royalties and a rep) — a a stunt arranged by the Esso 
for bringing ‘em back. Several of aways Called Unsound and radio news programs to mark 
these leaders last week assigned “ Transitory | the two new ‘babies’ of Standard, 
their arrangers to dig around among rave inl cts ; Esso and Esso Extra gas. 

the hits of 20 to 30 years ago for aie Actuarial experts at the Metro- 


numbers they could give a modern 
twist and spot on the other side of} 
their next platter releases 

[f this sudden spurt of intense in-/ 
terest in the dusty ones develops into 


a fad, it will mean hard going fo! a 

publishers who make a practice of New Pp ] ax 

scrambling for placement of their y 

current tunes on the ‘dog’ side of} 

the phonograph records. It will also — 

mean the breaks for dise recogni- 

yn will go more and more to the Philadelphia, Dec. 19. 

firms whose catalogs date from away Traveling acts, bands, circus per- 

back and are studded with old hits. | formers, opera singers, legit players, 

The latter publishing houses will be| ete., playing Philly after J An. 1 will 

in a position to exercise upon re- have a slice taken out of their wages 

corders more strongly than ever the | to pay the city’s new 1%% income 

old bargaining device of agreeing to tax passed Friday (15). Under the 

let'one disc company have a certain| levy, passed by City Council to 

old tune exclusively if in return a, make up an $18,000,000 deficit in the 

current release of ‘dog’ classification budget, residents and non-residents 

is also given a break of the city will be taxed alike. The 
tax will be collected weekly at the 
source In other words, employers’ 
wwents will deduct the tax from the 


pay envelopes and turn the coin into 
the city coffers 


‘Best’ Selznick Agcy. 
Could Do Was $4,000 | pip syg sages ep Aaa . week — 
Weekly, So Flynn Sues pot Performers making $100 a 


week will have to pay $1.50 weekly, | 


despite the fact that residents of 
Los Angeles, Dec. 19 other states have to pay taxes there 
Errol: Flynn i nine to break hi besides. Another angle is that Phila- 
‘ i > >t i t ™ > 

4 » ) x lring iit. { “a 
contract with Myron Selznick & Co 1 Iphi ins working out-of-town are 
charging the agency with failure to ilso forced to pay the new tax. A 
rende D yper services in } behalf | Philly agent booking a local resident 
State ib my Comm yn yefo ran oO f-town spot must deduct 

which the petition w filed, gave (Continued on page 32) 


i 
Selznick until Jan. 20 to ansv 

Flynn claims that the best the 
agency could do for him is $4,000 
2 week His current weekly salary 
f $5,000, he assert , is the result ol 
his own negotiations. His new con 
tract calls for a boost to $6,000 a 
week, effective Aug. 17, 1940, for two 
years. In 1942 it jumps to $6,500, 
and the next year to $7,000, accord- 
ing to Flynn’s complaint 


Rare de Reszke Disk 
To Be Sold Publicly 


The rarest operatic record in 
istence, a Jean de Reszke, is being 
commercially released by the Inter- 
national Record Collectors Club of 
Bridgeport, Conn. The double re- 
cording is Siegfried’s ‘Forging’ song 
from ‘Siegfried,’ and ‘O Paradiso’ 
from ‘Africana.’ | 


@Xx- 


Penciled In 18 Years Ago 


} 


The tenor refused to record com- 
but these recordings are 
repressings from the collection of 
Lionel Mapelson, librarian of the 
Metropolitan, who experimented with 
recording in the wings of the opera 
house during actual performances in | 
the closing years of the last century. 
They constitute the only known 
| recordings of the tenor, who declined 
ext year. on D san offer of $500,000 from Victor since 
years eter Tiewie ~. 31, 1940—18 | he declared Jean de Reszke will 
of 60 musicians ac _— lead a band | never be preserved on wax. 
Makes he; bo digs young Miss Porter De Reszke, born in 1850, was con- 
Bellevue_s ent w a gala ball at the! sidered the greatest tenor in the 
©-Stratford hotel. ‘world during the 19th century. 


Philadelphia, Dec. 19. } 
Davis claims longest ad- 
— booking of a dance date. On 
Con, al, 1922, Mrs. Henry Brinton 
a Philly dowager, heard 
net — at a swanky ball and 
ing-cut him to play at the com- 
Ruth Esco of her granddaughter, 
days orter, who was born a 
aYS before (1992). 


sreially 
Meyer mercially, 


few 


Subject to 1'57%, _ 


{cies which were primarily based on |} 


HARTFORD CASE | politan Insurance Co. gave Mar- 
schalk & Pratt agency the proper 
odds on which Standard will pay 


. P off 
Leading network advertisers, with | wit: 


Lever Bros an emphatie case in} ‘a 7 
oe : eae : Twins, $200 
point, have recently rejected pro- : 
grams offered by advertising agen- rriplets, $750 
Quadruplets, $4,000 


Quintuplets, $25,000. 


special maternity cases, to 


some money giveaway idea. These 
idvertisers, in rejecting such pre-| 
senations, have expressed the view- 


point that bank nights and other | 
types of cash handouts cannot help 0 all 00 S t 
but react unfavorably on both radio 





and the accounts in due time, and an 

unhealthy state is bound to result » . 
from the circumstance of one ac- (’ h ( th | 
count bidding against another for | 0) an in a 0 IC 
listeners by the cash route 


In the case of Lever 
ly regarded as among shrewd- 
est of there is a decided 
listaste against anything that doesn’t 
smack of straight and legitimate en- 
tertainment. This account believes 


Bros.. 


the 


usual- 


U.'s Wash. Show 


sponsors, 


Washington, Dec. 19. 


that the listener's primary interest 
. } , oe a ; 
in radio is the entertainment that he George M. Cohan made special trip 
derives from it and that in the long | here last night (18) to get quite a 
. ¢ | , , 
(Continued on page 24) lkick out of ‘Yankee Doodle Boy, 


ee | presented by Catholic U. Speech and 


| Drama Department aS a ‘musical 
RUISE SHIPS | biography’ of college’s favorite thea- 
tre name. Cohan, who always visits 
school when he's in town, had con- 


ferred with authors, recalled little- 


AT LOW LEVEL 


known incidents from his life and 
supplied some 23 of h songs to be 

worked into the 1OV 
} Book, written by Walter F. Ker 
and Leo Brady, former a tear ind 
Holiday ruise business tS virlu- | atte; 1 praduate tudent at the 
lly at a standstill Only three lin- school, carries Cohan from an infant 
rs are definitely sailing at the end sitting up in a trunk backstage in a 
of the week, whereas last season be- vaudeville theatre in 1878, through 
tween Christmas and New Year's 17 scenes to today. Central charac- 
there were 40 such trips, and nearly liters are the ‘Four Cohans’ Also 


every boat sailed with capacity pas- 
senger lists. For 30 of last season’s 
holiday cruises, entertainers were 
used. Only one of the current three 
will have a show for the vacationers, 
it being the Nieu Amsterdam, which 
will hug the coast to Miami and | ‘ 
Havana | $000,000 in U.S, Taxes 
The Graf Spee incident in South 
American waters ied to several can- | 
cellations Other two boats slated | 
for the holiday trick are the Swedish 
liners Kungsholm- and Osoljord. | 
Latter had than 100 passengers | 
listed late last week, as against 600 | ; 
last year. Early this week the former taxes paid on Irving 
listed 200 bookings, but half are said Thalberg’s estate approximated $2,- 
to be cruise agents. 
liner sailed with 500 passengers. 
In doubt of sailing is the Saturnia, | 
Italian boat, while the English 
French liners have naturally 
‘celled all such trips 


prominent is Sam H. Harris, his part- 
‘ner in the producing end. 

First act concentrates on 

(Continued on page 45) 

_— _ - } 





Paid on Thalberg Estate 


Hollywood, Dec. 19. | 
Court records here disclosed Fed-| 
eral 


less 


already 


| $90,000 
Estate of $4,470,913 left to his fam- 
and ‘ily now has a market vv 
can- | $2,579,094 ’ I 


praisal 
praisa! 


ylue of 


jing to latest iD- 


| 


| the 


| Venice for 
} court 
|leader at the Garrick. 


| /Columbia by 
Last season the | 000,000 with the state soon to be paid ' Roosevelt is now being negotiated by 
;CBS Artists Bureau. 


Joe Kennedy's Influence Seen In 
U.S. Resumption of British Prod. 


A connection between the return 
|of Ambassador Joseph P. Kennedy 
from London two weeks ago and de- 
cision last week by RKO, Warner 
| Bros., Paramount and Metro to re- 
sume English production is seen by 
the trade. Kennedy is understood to 
| have returned with a recommenda- 
| tion that American producers go for- 
| ward in good faith with their quota 
| commitments in England. He is said 
| to have indicated that this may lead 
ito a lowering of the coin-freezing 
| previsions now in force when rulings 
governing the amount of money per- 
mitted to be exported are revised in 
the spring. 

Kennedy is of the opinion that a 
reasonable effort by American com- 
| panies to produce in England may 
i very possibly result in production 
|equal to the amount done in the 
United Kingdom before the war. It 
is not expected, however, that either 
American or British companies 
will be able to produce as 
films as prior to the 
hostilities, leaving a 
ever market fot 
pictures 

Increased 


many 
outbreak of 
bigger-than- 
American-made 


income, of course, will 
be virtually meaningless unless coin- 
removal restrictions are eased. That 


is why Kennedy, who aided in nego- 
tiating the money-exportation rul- 
ings, is anxious that the Americans 
show their ‘good intentions’, He 
thinks the chance .they 
investment in foreign 
may pay big dividends e 

Hitch in the English 
of course, is that it is a 


take now on 
production 

ventually 
production, 
chance. It’s 


(Continued on page 32) 


350-Pound Judge Doubles 
As Maestro of Burley 
Orchestra in St. Louis 


St. Lou Dec. 19 
Doub y ag pol > nag rat n 
\ Til i ) the 1 and 
mton-wave ae Garrick theat 
Si L suis burlesk h suse, is a2 pu n- 
ver for Frank Reidelberger, who 
hasn't lost an ounce of the 350 
pounds of avoirdupois he totes 


around during the 10 years he has 
been doing the double turn. Past 46 


the years of age, he’s been a police mag- 


istrate 15 years. 

He taught piano to youngsters in 
several years, between 
and in 1929 became 
Reidelberger 
through thick and thin with 
(Continued on page 47) 


Mrs. F.D.R. Commercial? 


sessions, 


stuck 


Deal for a sponsored 


Mrs. 


series on 


Franklin D. 


Several 
ire available to 
Mrs Ro 


amenable 


commercial 
b.r, the 
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>It ic 


possibilities 

talks, and 
thought to be 
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‘Complete Rehabilitation Is Bioff's 





Argument, Fighting {ll. Extradition 





—— 


Dec 
Extradition hearings William 
Bioff. film labor leader, now in Cali- Foundation Getting 
fornia, in the Illinois state capital at Lowdown for Tome 
Springfield, were heard today (Tues- - 
day), and ended in Governor Henry Hollywood, Dec. 19. 
Horner's aides taking the case under Foundation’s unofficial 
advisement, 


Chicago 19 


HOW IT’S DONE 


Carnegie 


Carnegie 


Pix 


Decision is due Jan. | investigation of the film industry has | 


10. Assistant state attorney general |peen extended six more months un- 
A. B. Dennis sat in at the Spring- | ger supervision of Leo C. Rosten, di- 
field review, personally represent- rector of the Motion Picture Re- 
ing Gov . He rer wnod was not ; search Project. 
present. Plan is to publish the findings in a | 
In fighting the extradition claims, ceries of books during 1940 in an 
fo serve the remainder of @ SIX-| effort to show the inside workings of | 
month term for pandering, on which 


& ; . ipicture production. 
he was convicted in 1922, State Sena- | ee 
ior Abe Marovitz, representing Bioff, 
claimed ‘that anti-American Federa- 
tion of Labor organizations were 


working’ for the extradition; that | 
Bioft now ‘completely rehabili- | 
$7,500,000 BR. 


iated and therefore does not need 


is 


punishment.’ Besides, it was argued, | 
Bioff thought that the case had been 
reversed long ago. 

Marovitz asks that the Gov. refuse 
io signature any order to bring Bioff 
back from California to serve re- 
mainder of the sentence. 

Meanwhile, the State Attorney's 
office last week put up a stiff protest 
to the Los Angeles police depart- 
ment for releasing Bioff. In a vigor- | consummated during the past week 
ous wire to L.A. chief of police A. C. by Edward Small. Producer swung 
Hohman, the State Attorney's office !a bank loan through the Guaranty 
complained that the first word they | Trust Co., of New York, for financing 


One of the film 


financing deals since outbreak of the 


more important 


| European war and the resultant un- 


certainty of foreign markets was 








SALES CONV. 
INH WOOD 


Hollywood, Dec. 19. 
Owing to war conditions, 20th-Foy 


| plans to abandon its sales conven- 


| tions 


'to be held in the U. S. 


abroad next spring and com- 
bine them into one general gathering 
Site for the 


| confab has not been picked, but Hol- 


| 


lywood is the likely choice. 
Sidney R. Kent explained that it 





of ideas 


| 
| 
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PICTURES Wednesday, December 20, 1929 
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a 
eae | Talking It Over 
Hollywood, Dec. 19 | . 
Smaliest and most expensive 
single bill film nent rhage coun- | By Joe Laurie, Jr. 
try opened Sunday (17) in con- | ) ' 
A with the new swank re- | THE SCENE:—The 59th St. entrance to Central Park, 
sort at Airowhead Springs. Thee | THE TIME:—Christmas Eve. . 
atre seats 130 at 75c admission. | THE CAST:- Blackie and Nellie, two old cab horses, 
Thornton Sargent supervises | . 
the house under Fox-West Coast NELLIE—Well, Blackie, here’s another Christmas coming Gown the 
operation. ' stretch and it finds us at the same old stand, 
—— oe | BLACKIE—The holidays don't seem the same to me these days 
> | NELLIE—Oh, it was the same years ago, Blackie, only we're old now 
20TH S W ORLD and we think things are different. You know we're doing pretty good now 


when we even walk through the park. 

BLACKIE—Wel!, we may not be able to trot and gallop any more. end 
these taxi drivers may laugh at us when they see us, but we have some. 
thing none of these young punks have. 


NELLIE—That’s right, Blackie. Say, isn’t that natty little fellow with 
his coat collar turned up George M. Cohan? 
BLACKIE—Sure, that’s him. There’s nobody else walks just like that. 


I remember him years ago when his hair wasn't as white as it is now, 
He was just a kid then, well hardly more than a kid. A kid with dreams 
and ambition. He was putting on his first show, “Little Johnny Jones.” He 
and his partner, Sam Harris, would drive around the park for hours in 
my cab. George would sing his songs to Sam and tell him the hundreds 
he had for future shows. And Sam would tell George about the 


plans he had of building theatres to house their productions and make 
the firm of Cohan & Harris the greatest in the country. And by golly 
those kids made their dreams come true and they’re still going strong, 

NELLIE—I always enjoyed pulling show folks around, they were so 
interesting. When I first started working for Mike we were both pretty 
young. Mike came fiom Ireland and 1 came from a farm upstate. It was 
| the first time for both of us in the Big Town. Actors would hire Mike 


would be impossible to hold regional | 


conventions in London, Paris or 


;other European capitals under cur- 
! 


heard of Bioff's release was from | totaling about $7,500,000. Coin is to 

news dispatches. Telegram read as | float about 10 pix which Small will | 

follows: | make for United Artists release dur- 
‘According to press reports Bioff | ing the next 18 months. 

discharged. We did not request; Approximate starting dates on 


his release. See our letter Nov. 25, | films to complete his commitments to 


enclosing warrant as your authority | United Artists for the 1939-40 sea- 
son were set by Small this week. 


to hold him until governor’s war-} 
rant issued. Attorney Marovitz on | They will follow completion of ‘My 
| Son, My Son,’ which is now in pro- 


behalf of Bioff requested a hearing 

before the Illinois governor. Case) duction. 

set for Dec. 19. This caused the de- Additional pix will be ‘Kit Carson’ 

Jay. Please apprehend Bioff and hold | and ‘South of Pago Pago,’ which the 

him a fugitive until both gov-}|Small office declares would go into 

ernors have acted or until this office production immediately after the 

notifies you otherwise. Letter fol-| first of the year; ‘Son of Monte 
Cristo,’ set to get the gun on March 


as 


lows.’ 

To this wire L.A. Chief Hohmann | 1; 
ielegraphed in replay that ‘Bioff case | starting May 1; ‘Two Years Before 
dismissed Dec. 12: Court figured you | the Mast,’ which will be made dur- 
had ample time to be here. Subject’s ling the summer, according to Small. 
atiorney will produce him when your Small delivered ‘Man in 


governor issues extradition papers. | Mask’ early in August. 

Our district attorney will not issue _————_—_— — - 

another fugitive complaint until | 

non TOBACCO BOOM IN KY 
Letter with which the State's at- : 

torney's office followed up its wire | 

read in part: MEANS MUCH FOR B.0. 


“We were much surprised that Bioff 
was discharged by the court in your 


4 y ouis ve 9 
city We assumed, of course, that = P I awe ville, Dee, 19. 
you were aware Bioff was fighting Chant of tobacco auctioneers 
extradition and consequenily there opened Louisville tobacco market, 

« ‘ al b. ‘ i 


. a and citv merch: Ss, as lla arm- 
would be a delay in obtaining a gov- | ‘ 1 city merchants, as well as farm 


ernor’s warrant. In this case the ac- | “'S of Kentucky, Indiana and Ten- 
ya va a e S an i « > 

. assee, stand to reap a golden har- 
tion taken was unusual. Before the | * hes ” . ee golden nar 
Governor of Illinois had passed on — rom ; t : weed. Prices are 
the papers Attorney Abe Marovitz | * out as high as last year, with 


‘ , . {more than 600,00 is oht 
requested a hearing before our Gov- | ™°™ tha 100,000 pounds of bright 
purley on the floor of one warehouse. 


ernor and notified us he was object- | ~, 

ng to Horner issuing his | FOR Priced were Hot ne High. as inet 
requisition upon the California gov- die but quality aie te , 
ernor for a governor's warrant. We John Singhiser, official auctioneer 
do not know what took place in your at a local w arenouse, and now airing 
court, but we believe the judge was jon the Lucky Strike 


Gov errno! 


show, drew 


x g Cle interect ¢ an La | 

imposed upon. Certainly he would | a : ooagyene of — of Trade 

not have discharged Bioff had he un- aelegation, = ing the first baskets 
j< Oo 2c 4 . . 

derstood that Bioff himself caused a: ey t auc ones Fr. 

the delay.’ William E. Morrow, Board of 


Trade secretary, who led the delega- 
tion, estimated that in next eight 
weeks a probable $50,000,000 worth 
of burley will be disposed of in Ken- 


Letter goes on to request that the 
Bioff case be 


and also 


reinstated on the Coast, 
asked to whether 
Marovitz appeared in court and when 


nico as 


| pean 
| Universal directors to abandon origi- 


| nal 


rent circumstances 


War’s Uncertainty Will 
Probably Stall Any U. 


Pfd. Dividend Arrears 


Unsettled conditions 
eign field resulting 
conflict 


the 
the Euro- 
will force 


In 
from 
probably 


plans to pay off part of the 


|}dividend arrears on the first pre- 


| ferred stock. 


Plan will be held in 


| abeyance, according to latest infor- 


‘Valentino,’ film biog of the star,|the fiscal year ending 


i will be available 


the Iron | 


mation in Wall Street, it 


although 


to drive them around town because he had a great sense of humor and 
understanding. Actors liked Mike. 1 used to turn around and watch the 
young actors, composers and writers who came to find success in the Big 


| Town sit back in the cab, and you could almost see the hope shining eut 


for- | 


| his tip, then 


may come up for discussion when the | 
|U directorate meets Jan. 7 next. 


Latest indication is that annual 
financial statement for Universal for 
last October 
at the January di- 
rectors’ session. It is expected to be 
one of the most favorable statements 
in several years, although writeoffs 
and realignments made in the final 
quarter, because of foreign 
undoubtedly will make the net profit 
less than _ originally 
shortly after the 
came out, 


anticipated 
nine-month report 


Annual stockholders’ meeting and 
| directors’ 


of their young eyes. You know, Blackie, hope is the dreams of a guy 
that’s awake. Their thoughts kept time to the rhythm of my hoofs, ‘Vl 
knock this town dead’ from the bolder ones, and ‘I hope they'll like my 
stuff’ from the timid ones. I remember the time Victor Herbert rode 
around in my cab for four hours. It was just before the opening of the 
‘Wizard of the Nile,’ his first Broadway show. He just sat back in the 


cab and moved his hands as if he was leading an orchestra. 
BLACKIE—I drove Al Jolson around for hours after his first opening 
night at the Winter Garden. He felt terrible because he had flopped. 


They stuck his specialty in full stage with a lot of girls standing around 


detracting from his turn. But the next night he did his songs in ‘one’ 
and made theatrical history 

NELLIE—There were three gals that were almost always together that 
my boss and I liked very much. They were Lillian Russell, Magyie Cline 
and Annie Hart. Mike would have Maggie sing ‘Throw ‘Em Down, Me- 
Closky,’ for him, then would make Annie Hart sing ‘The Hat Me Fathe1 
Wore.’ And many’s the time Lillian Russell sang ‘My Evening Star’ for 


give him a couple of bucks extra en the next tri 


BLACKIE—Speaking about singing in a cab, I had Caruso the night 

of his debut at the Met He was just taking a ride through the park 1o 
get vid of the figgits. I was going along nice and easy when suddenly 
he burst into song. What a voice! People stopped to listen. Some started 

| following the cab. They didn't know then that they were listening to the 
| world’s greatest tenor, and for free too. There'll never be another like him. 
NELLIE—There'll never be another Jike any of ‘em. They were great 
artists that loved to live and were on speaking terms with Life. Where 
have you personalities today like Jim Corbett, Tod Sloan, John Drew, 
} Sam Bernard, Eddie Foy, Jerry Cohan, J. W. Kelly, Diamond Jim Brady, 


losses, | 


annual confab does not! 
}come until March 15 next at Wil- 
mington. New board will be named 
at that time. 


| bia, three per year 
, contract effective Jan. 1. 


‘ tucky markets “is ] make <¢ 
he had told the court about the Ili- | “~"- CI it will ake - 
sail piiaaahines merry iristmas for thousands of 

rural homes in Kentucky,’ he said, | 
‘and will contribute generously 


ie ow oe BF, 
Frank Borzage 
Louise Campbell 
Sam Coslow 
Edward Ellis 
Ruth Gordon 
John Halliday = 
Sir Cedric Hardwicke 


volume of biz done by Kentucky re- 
j tailers and wholesalers in months to 
;come. It will provide means of em- 
| re . 

ployment for 7.500 work>rs in Louis- 


to | 
| 


| ville tobacco factories, and will ac- liberal share of the 
| count for almost a third of the total | ing the balance of 193° 
| Cash income of Kentucky farms and' ing well into 1940. 


ROGERS’ 9-PIC DEAL 
WITH COL. OVER 3 YRS. 


Dec. 19 

Rogers closed a deal to 
‘A’ pictures for Colum- 
for three years, 


Holly wood, 
Charles R. 
produce nine 


Two of the films 
are ‘Jane Addams 
and ‘Senate Page 
Pierce, associate 
Rogers at Paramount 
under the 


lined up for 1940 
Hull House’ 
William A 
producer’ with 
, Stavs with him 
contract 


and 


30ys.” 
new 


crops, livestock and livestock prod- 
ucts during the next 12 months.’ 

As farmers began 
lining up in warehouse front offices 
at the ca for their 

-checks means 
Christmas 
can 


sales proceeded 
hier s cage 
that 
spending, 
naturally 


checks 
plenty of 
and 

to get 
golden flow dur- 
9 


expect 


9, and extend- 





Hal Horne 

W. Ray Johnston 
Charles Lamont 
Melchior Lengyel 
Horace McMahoi 
Ann Parenteau 
R. A. Porter 
Sydney Towell 
Frank Tutile 
Herman Wobber 
Edgar Allan Woo}f 
Herbert Yates 


Aussie’s and U.S. films on 
Phil Reisman’s Aussie trip 
Yanks’ Spain setup 


Aylesworth as counsel .......... 
Ameche back for radio washup 


N. Y. to L. 


Shirley Booth 
Claudeite Colbert 
Rouben Mamolian 
Ralph Morgan 
Thomas G. Rockw ell 
Ann Rutherford 


Martin, Jackie Coogan 


Sam Coslow a music publishe1 
New acts: Little Tough Guys 
AGVA limits agents to 5% 
Dramatists Guild 








Other News Pertaining to Pictures 


frozen coin.. 


Film salesman gave NBC its Graf Spee scoop 


Radio reviews: Norma Shearer, Peter Lorre. Connolly-Jones- 


ASCAP’s $6,950,000 income for 1939 
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exhibitors | 
their | 


O. O. McIntyre and Chuck Connors 


All different types and great per- 
sonalities. 


BLACKIE—Speaking about personalities, you forgot to mention one that 
stood out like the Empire Building: that was Raymond Hitchcock. Id 
drive him down Broadway and he'd tip his pearl gray derby to everybody, 
and they'd laugh and think he was full of Joy Juice, but the funny part 
of it was he never took a drink in his life. 

NELLIE—Speaking about traveling down Broadway, it’s been years 
since I've been down there. In the old davs we drove all over the town, 
we didn’t just do the Park We drove to the Metropole, Jack's, Ciaridge, 
Shanleys, Astor Bar, Knickerbocker. Why they knew me in those spots 
as well as they knew the customers 1 was always good for a few lumps 
of sugar from the waiters I'd wait for my old customers like Junie Mec- 
Cree, Ren Wolf, Scamp Montgomery, Bat Masterson and Lee Harrison. 

BLACKIE—People liked to ride in those days, enjoy the fresh air and 
take things easy. Today when a couple of squirts get a little stewed they 
jump in the cab and want to wear Pat's hat and drive me 

NELLIE—But there's still nice people riding around, I get a great kick 


out of driving an old couple around, they just sit and hold hands and with 
half closed eyes they dream of yesterdays 


BLACKIE—lIt just seems like vesterday to me when a little dark slende! 
feller with grand eyes was sitting in the cab and humming a tune that 
kinda broke up my gait. The tune was ‘Alexander's Rag Time Band, ana 


the feller Irving Berlin. I guess 1 was the first one, that is the first horse, 


that ever heard it 

NELLIE—Did you know Willie Collier and Pete Daily when they were 
working at Weber & Fields’ Music Hali’ 

BLACKIE—Did I? I used to almost die laughing listening to them kid 
my boss. Each one would try to top the other’s gags and when guys like 
Collier and Daily top each other well, that’s the tops in tops 

NELLIE—It’s funny how one name brings on another ] recall] Gene 
Buck when he first came from Detroit and started making pictures on 
sheet music, and then became one of the great and best liked men of the 
theatre. He still rides with us once in a while, yep, he’s that kind of 
guy; plenty of heart for the show business and its people. You knew 
he discovered many great stars for Ziegfeld. And speaking about Zieg- 
feld, I drove Jack Norworth and Nora Baves way back in 1908 when they 
appeared in the first ‘Follies’ on the New York Roof. They were the 
greatest singing team of ‘em all And it was in 1908 when I remember 
a handsome leading man called Sam Forrest with great big eyes and & 
shock of coal black hair opened in Booth Tarkington’s and Henry Leon 
Wilsen’s ‘Springtime. Now Sam is one of the great directors of the 
theatre. There was another handsome guy called Joe Howard whom ] 
drove around, He just came from his Chicago where he made a big hit 


at the La Salle theatre. A great ladies’ man was Joe, and now at 75 he JS 
still working and is as handsome as ever. 


BLACKIE—You mentioned Scamp Montgomery before. Well, thet 


| brings back to mind the time I drove Doyle and Dixon, the greatest hoofing 


team in show business, and it seemed they got a wire about the passing 
of Dave Montgomery ‘that was Scamp’s brother) in Chicago, and they 


; were offered to take out ‘Chin Chin’ the next season to replace Montgem- 


ery and Stone. 

NELLIE—Yes, there's 2 jiot of ‘em have gone to the Big Track and no 
kindlier soul than Will Rogers! He told Mike one night that he never 
met a person in his life that he didn't like. He liked people, yes #n@ 


horses, too. A grand man. 


BLACKIE—It sure was nice having lived in those days and knowin€ 
those great people. Yes, Nellie, they're just memories and I'll carry them 
to the grave with me, that is unless the boss decides to make glue cut 
of me, then maybe I'll help some young actors paste future memories 39 
their scrap book 

NELLIE— Well, here comes Mike. 1 guess I'll be going back to the stavie 

BLACKIE—Do you mean to say you're gonna celebrate Christmas EV 
in a stable? 

NELLIE—Why not? Isn't that where it started? 
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James Roosevelt's Flying Visit East 
Ties in With Goldwyn’s UA Ultimatum 





Tieup is seen as certain between 
the notification of United Artists on 
Monday (18) by Samuel Goldwyn 
that he has terminated his contract 
with the company and the announce- 
ment of James Roosevelt last week 
that he will form an independent 
production unit to work on the Gold- 
wyn lot. 

Goldwyn's notification to UA was 
contained in a letter sent Monday 
(18) by his attorney, Max D. Steuer. 
It declared the termination effective 
immediately, but that ‘Raffles,’ which 
has been completed but not yet re- 
leased, would go to UA as the final 
film for its release. 

Pictures already in UA’s hands, 
the letter stated, may continue to be 
distributed by the company, termi- 
nation applying only ‘to future pic- 
tures that may be produced by Mr. 
Goldwyn or Samuel Goldwyn, Inc.’ 

Statement by Murray Silverstone, 
UA chief, following directors’ meet- 
ing yesterday (Tuesday), said, ‘We 
shall resist in every legal way.’ 

Although not entirely unanticipat- 
ed, action yesterday came somewhat 
as a surprise at this particular time, 
as a court decision is still pending on 
Goldwyn's suit to break the termer. 
Case was argued and briefs filed in|} 
June in Delaware, after original New 
York action, filed in March, was! 
withdrawn. Anent this angle, Steuer 
declared yesterday: 

‘We waited from June until De- | 
cember for the court to decide. We}! 
still don’t have an answer, so I de- 
cided myself that we had waited long 
enough, and the time had come to 
terminate the contract. We are nat- 
urally taking the full responsibility 
on our shoulders.’ 

Roosevelt made his announcement 
of the indie production unit simulta- 
neously on the Coast and in New 
York last Thursday (14), prior to 
planing out of Hollywood for Man- 
hattan. 
only about 48 hours, winging out to 
the Coast again on Sunday (17). The 
Steuer bombshell 
next day was undoubtedly tied up 
with the flying visit, although it was 
Said at the time that Roosevelt was 
in on his own producing business. 

Roosevelt’s Prod. Plans Vague 

Roosevelt refused to enlarge on his 
bare annouvacement of the formation 
of his owr unit. Although it is gen- 
erally expscted that he will release | 


through UA, with RKO also be ing | te 


mentioned as a_ possibility in 
(Continued on _Page 39) 


FAIRBANKS’ WILL 


Believe Bulk a “Severe Million 
Dollar Estate to Widow 


this 





Hollywood, Dec. 19. 





oj =se } , ‘ ; ; 
being tossed the | fusing to exercise its option as an 


| unsecured 
i ceiving its 








More UA Units 


At least two additional produc- 
ing units will soon be taken into 
the United Artists fold. 

They are expected to be head- 
ed by James Roosevelt and John 
M. Stahl, although Murray Sil- 
verstone would not deny that he 
also huddled, during his recent 
Coast trip, with Pandro S. Ber- 
man and the Frank Capra-Rob- 
ert Riskin unit, either of which 
might be added. 


5.E.C. APPROVES 
ATLAS $3 PER 
RKO SHARE 


The Security & Exchange Com- 
mission’s approval of the Atlas | 
| Corp.'s offer of $3 a share on 500,000 | 














SPECIALLY WN 
t WAR ADR 


Investigators Trace 50 Stolen 
Prints in Past 2 Months— 
‘Jack Rabbit Circuits’ An- 
other Factor — Foreign 
Sound Tracks Spread, on 
Theory International Rela- 
tions Are Now Disrupted 
in Europe 

















TIGHTENING UP 





Hollywood, Dec. 19. 

Bootlegging of films for foreign 
markets has again become a wide- 
spread practice since the outbreak of 
the war abroad. Local police and 
copyright protective bureau are ex- 
pected to move in on the dupe ped- 
dlers shortly. 

Investigators in the past twe 
months traced around 50 prints stolen 
from theatres or exchanges for dup- 
ing purposes. Police recently took 
into custody a man with 33 prints of 


| sh ares of new common stock of RKO | features that had been duped. Films 


| will probably mean that Fede1 -al | 


| Judge William Bondy in N. Y. will} 





He remained in New York | 


approve the underwriting agreement. 
| Bondy has placed great stress on the 
opinion of the SEC, which found | 
both the price and the commission ! 
asked by Atlas fair. 

A special hearing was held Friday | 
(15) at which time Marland Gale, of | 
the SEC, made his report, backed by | 
two financial investigators of the| 
SEC, Jose Espionaza and Lawrence 
Gilaryi. The only objection the SEC 
had was that the underwriting agree- 
ment raises the question of whether 
Atlas’ participation as a holder of | 
unsecured claims does not put the | 
investment company in an inconsist- 
ent position, because Atlas, by re- 


. | 
creditor, would be re- 
stock at $2.75 a share} 


| rather than at $3. Figures presented | 


to the court showed that Atlas holds | 
about 15% of the unsecured claims, 


#through Pathe notes worth $625,000 | 





Believed here that the bulk of 
— Douglas Fairbanks’ estate, estimated | 
\ at several millions, will go to his} 
i widow, the former Lady Sylvia Ash- | 
A ley. ‘ 
e 





; 
| las M. Schenck and Murray 


There’s conjecture whether Doug, | 
Jr., or Mary Pickford are named in 
the will which will be opened Dec. 
26 at Guaranty Trust in New York, 
which is named executor. 

New York picture execs, studio 
heads and screen person ialities at- 
tended the Fairbanks funeral ser- 
Vices in Forest Lawn Memorial Park, 
Glendale, Friday (15). Following 
brief sermon, body was placed in 
temporary vault pending decision by 
Widow on permanent entombment. 

Ousands, attracted to sub obse- 
Quies, were kept orderly nearly a 


half mile from the Wee Kirk o’ the | é 
| not make up his mind until after the 


Heather chapel. 


Pe cd on services geek New York 
atry Buckle J 

Artists, y y, v.p. of United 
rad Fairbanks, 


and relatives of the 
feceased. 


Already here were Nicho- 
stone Silver- 


by one or more 

Were Joseph execs. 
Chaplin, Sid 
rated Cl 


Pallbearers 
M. Schenck, Charles 
Grauman, Tom Ger- 
arence Ericksen and Chuck 
As _ Revivals 

i Sin similar ns inces in the past 
Ndies } have =+ rted ; ores 
Old F 

airban] ; films h« } 

silent, *s ims, both sound and. 


|assistant to 
| president of RKO, 
| testify 


Dennis F, O'Brien, attorney | 


|! to hear argument on the case. 
Every studio was represented | 


’ 
dating reissues of 3 


‘ heavy consider: ition. 


| asked Hamilton C. Rickaby, 


and claims of the Security First | 
| Bank, holding $1,254,625. 
Judge Bondy declared that he too 
It this position inconsistent, and | 
Atlas at- 
torney, if he would be willing to 
waive his rights. Rickaby refused, 
declaring that that point had been 
taken into consideration in fixing 
Atlas’ compensation, and it was 
planned that Atlas should get what 
was left of the stock by the others 
at $2.75. 
Rejects Flat $125,000 

Bondy then asked Rickaby if he 
would accept a flat sum of $125,000 
as h'» compensation. This request 
was also refused. 

At the outset of the hearing, 
Rickaby placed Wilfred J. Merrill, 
George J. Schaefer, 
on the stand, to 
that the capital to be raised 
by the underwriting was needed by 
the company. 

Richard B. Horton, 
the underwriting department of 
Goldman-Sachs, was also on the 
stand to testify that $3 was a very 
high price, and his firm, if interested, 
would have offered only $2.25. The | 
present market price of RKO stock 
is $3.25. Judge Bondy then reserved 
decision. It is expected that he will | 


co-manager of | 


U. S. Supreme Court decides whether 
or not to grant a writ of certiorari to 
the appealing creditors, as Atlas has 
stated it may withdraw the agree- 
ment if the Supreme Court decides 





Hays Meet Today 


Final 
Hays office 


meeting of the 
today 


directors’ 
is scheduled for 


(Wednesday), now that many direc- | 
tors are back from the Coast 

The foreign situation, particularly 
that in Great Britain, as result of the 
new 50 money [reezin ‘* is due i 


jatre lobbies preparatory 


|year. Realization 


exhibitor 


|of the new boom for a third 


were the more important of those 


that had been made in the past two} 


years, 
All laboratories are being checked 


| to ascertain the source of the dupes. 


It is figured some of the dupes were 
unloaded to portable operators or 
‘jack rabbit circuits,’ who show pix 
|in rural areas where there are no 
|theatres. It is also contended that 
some of the stolen prints, which had 
foreign sound tracks, were sent into 
warring countries abroad under the 
assumption that they could be ex- 
| hibited without checkup from the 
| officials of major studios, who have 
been withdrawn. 

Thefts of prints are believed to be 
made while the film is setting in the- 
to being 


| picked up for return to exchanges. 
are then rushed to labs for | 


| They 
duping and the original print either | 
| destroyed or expressed back to the | 


| exchange. 





3D NATL EXHIB 
ORGANIZATION 
LOOKS HOT 


Move for a third independent na- 





| tional exhibitors’ organization prom- 


ises to gain momentum early next 
that the present 
drive for the Neely bill lacks strong 
support from the simon 
pure indies, mainly because they are 
badly disorganized, is reported back 
associa- 
tion, in addition to the Motion Pic- 
ture Theatre Owners of America and 
Allied States. 

A new exhibs’ association doubt- 
lessly will have strong backing from 
indie distributors and even some 


majors who are dissatisfied with Al- | 


lied’s present anti-attitude on every- 
thing, especial lly if proposed by ma- 
jor companies. 

If a third association is framed, it 
will bar circuits and partners with 
major company . affiliation from 
membership. 

There are many independent ex- 
hibitors who are outspoken in their 
criticism over the handling of the 
Neely measure. They feel that a 
strong association might have 


now being belittled by majors, be- 
fore it actually was presented to 
Congress. They also believe if such 
| preliminary groundwork |! id been 
ltaken care of they might no be 
more adequately equipped via a il- 
= } ( t} 

neasu e thr igh to a e | con- 
| clusion. 


cor- | 
rected certain loopholes in the bill 


FILM BOOTLEGGING GROWS 











Hollywood, Dec. 19. 


William Holman, former 
manager at Columbia, 
general manager of Frank Capra’s 
independent company. 

Currently Holman is serving on 
the Producers-Screen Actors Guild | 
standing committee. 


studio 





LEAVING UA, 
SILVERSTONE 


Scotching reports that David O. 
| Selznick would 
Artists fold next season, Murray Sil- 








tions for the company, yesterday 
(Tuesday) indicated that the pro 


ducer would top its ‘prestige’ list in | 
the future and would probably start | 
off the 1940-41 season in his new 
status with a sequel in manner of | 
complete treatment to ‘Gone With | 
the Wind.’ 


New feature, Silverstone indicated, 
would not be another four-hour epic, 





is slated as| 


| UA-chief, 


taking 


SELZNICK NOT 


leave the United | 


verstone, chief of worldwide opera- | 


but will be based on a similarly im- | 
portant story and will not be held | been huddling at RKO on a deal to 


Death of Fairbanks May Prove UA’s 
Solution On Its Steck Ownership 
Now That Other Prods. Want to Join 


HOLMAN SLATED TO G.M. | 
CAPRA’S INDIE OUTFIT » peeve solution for United Artists 


Death of Douglas Fairbanks last 


reek, unfortunate as it was, may 


one of the principal subjects con- 
as on by Murray Silverstone, 
during the four-week 
Coast visit from which he returned 
on Monday (18). That was the 
into the company of other 
| producers who desire a stock in- 
terest, particularly the Frank Capra- 
Robert Riskin unit. 

Capra, who recently jumped the 
| Columbia lot at the expiration of a 
series of contracts which have held 
him there continuously since 1926, 
and Riskin are anxious to turn out 
films for UA release. However, they 
are understood to have insisted dur- 
ing the recent huddles that they be 
allowed to buy into the five-partner 
stock ownership of the company. 

Decision as to what will be done 
about Fairbanks’ stock hasn’t been 
made yet and can’t be made until a 
meeting of the board of directors, 
which is carded for next month, It 


(Continued on page 39) 








‘GINSBERG BACK TO 
‘| COAST, NO DEAL SET 


| 





Henry Ginsberg, who has been in 
New York for several weeks confab- 
bing on a new spot for himself, fol- 
| lowing his windup as general man- 
ager of Selznick-International, will 

|} return to the Coast next week. He 
| Saas at S-I Dec. 31. 


Ginsberg is understood to have 


' down in length. In addition to start- | organize and business-manage a new 


ing off Selznick’s new season, Silver- 
| stone said, it will head up the whole 
United Artists’ list. 


| pended rather heavily on Sam Gold- 
|; wyn to produce ‘prestige’ pictures 
for it. This condition is 
changed, partially because of Gold- 

| wyn's clouded status with UA since 
his contract termination, and par- 
tially because of the preeminent po- 
sition taken by Selznick since re- 
lease of ‘GWTW.’ 

Selznick declared on Monday (18) 
night his complete satisfaction with 
UA, also revealing that he had been 
given an opportunity to buy into the 
company, 
‘I have been offered an interest in 
United Artists without cost,’ he said, 
‘but I don’t want any part of a dis- 
tributing company. I am very 
|happy with United Artists. They 
have done a wonderful job on my 
pictures.’ 





Selznick will return to fhe Coast 
by train today (Wed.) with his wife 
and mother. He will begin work at 
once to complete ‘Rebecca,’ which he 
| said will be ready for release 
February. He will then take 
cation for several .months, 
which time he will make final deci 
{sion on the stories for the two pix 
he is to make for UA to complete this 
season. One, he said, will be with 

| Vivian Leigh and another with In- 

grid Bergman. 


about 


a Va- 


| gross 75% of its domestic revenue 
' within the next five months, during 
which time it will play in about 6,000 
theatres. It will not be released in 
England and other countries affected 
iby the war until the situation is 
| better, he said. 

Producer declared that Metro put 
about 25% of the $3,970,000 produc- 
{tion cost into ‘Wind.’ 
Selznick-International has given 
/ up its contract for its present studio 
rented from RKO, the producer de- 
clared. He said he 


would never 

enter into a similar termer again, 

preferring > rent space as he needed. 

Free of stu lio everhe ad, he 1id, he 
ni! ke we tures when he 
to and is in a position to, rat! 


‘merely to meet expenses. 


Selznick said he expects ‘Wind’ to, 


| Monday 
United Artists in past years has de- | 


now | 


but had turned it down. | | 


during || 
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| counseling him. Ginsberg may wind 
;}up at RKO although he declared 
(18) that nothing definite 
has taken shap as yet and probably 
| nothing will be signed until his re- 
turn to the Coast. 

Successor to Pandro Berman as 
production chief at RKO is expected 
to be named and installed when 
George J. Schaefer, prez, returns to 
the Coast about Jan. 15. 
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Saves, Indie and Chain Exhibs 
Combine in a General Industry 
Drive to Brush Off the Neely Bil 


Havin’ Any Fun? 


Hollywood, Dec. 19. 

Elsa Maxwell checked in at 
Warners to write and star in a 
series of five shorts under the 
general title, ‘How to Get the 
Most Fun Out of Life.’ 

First of the series is ‘Fun 
Without Money,’ to be followed 
by ‘How Not to Give a Party,’ 
‘Fun Without Society,’ ‘Funny 
Side of Society’ and ‘Fun at 
Your Own Party.’ 


PICTURES 


Whitmarsh’s Estate 


The estate of Theodore F. Whit- 
marsh, who died May 12, 1936, was 
probated yesterday (Tues.) in N.Y. 
Gross value was $2,792,169, and net 
$2,455,942. 

Whitmarsh was formerly chairman 
of the finance committee of Famous 
Players-Lasky, as well as an officer 
and director of many non-theatrical 
companies. 


Capra Declines 
Another Term 








Wednesday, December 20, 1939 





Leo Bergere Looms As GN’s Angel: 
3 Weeks Respite to Hammons Cp, 


150G Fonder 


Hollywood, Dec. 19. 

Absence makes Hollywood 
fonder of Fred Allen, who re- 
turns to pictures after three 
years to grab a Salary three 
times the size of the one he drew 
for his last film. Understood the 
radio comic is getting around 
$150,000 for his forthcoming co- 
starrer with Jack Benny at Para- 
mount. 

20th-Fox paid him about $50,- 
000 apiece for playing in ‘Thanks 
a Million’ and ‘Sally, Irene and 
Mary’ in 1935-36. 
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Even should the Reconstruction 
Finance Corp, refuse Grand National 
the $450,000 loan for which it has aD. 
plied, the creditors’ committee wag 
told on Monday (18) that the com 
pany’s ship will not necessarily phe 
sunk. Leo Bergere, the mystery man 
who popped up with an offer of a 
$1,000,000 production fund, may sup. 
ply the additional $450,000, it wag 
said, if the RFC nixes the appli. 
cation. 

Creditors’ committee has had a 
quiet investigation made of Bergere 
since he suddenly appeared before 
| Bankruptcy Referee Peter B. Olney 
in court several weeks ago with hig 
| $1,000,000 offer. They have found he 
has a good reputation abroad and ig 
personally responsible though pose 
sibly unable to handle the loan him. 


FINAL CONFAB ON 
REVISED COPYRIGHT self. Nevertheless, it was discovered 


What is expected to be the final his obtaining the money entirely 
meeting, before Congress assembles | feasible. Committee's investigators 
next month, will be held at the Bar| found that he was formerly an ine 
Assn. building, N. Y., tomorrow dependent distributor of Metro film 
(Thursday) by the conferees com- | in Rome, Prague and other European 
mittee of the Shotwell copyright | cities. He was recommended highly 
group. They'll attempt to reconcile by J. Robert Rubin, Metro v.p. 
as many as possible of the points On| Perhaps hurting the chances of 
which the various industry groups! GN getting the RFC loan was the 
interested in copyright differ. Un- | death on Sunday 
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A vast campaign, under the guid- 
ance of the Motion Picture Producers 
& Distributors Assn., against the 
Neely bill is 1n full swing throughout 
the U. S. Drive is sem!-educational 
in nature but admittedly is designed 
to point out the so-called flaws in 
the measure which is due to come 
before the House of Representatives | 
for consideration when Congress 
convenes next month. Bill already 
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mittee before a vote may be taken. | 

on the Neely measure is to familiar- | Frank Capra has turned down plea 

actually means, Haysians admit that Motion Picture Arts and Sciences. 

sions of the bill as contained in See- Starting date on shooting in New | body else. 

ing,’ the outlined purpose contained been set for Feb. 15, although deal | Ronald Colman, C. B. DeMille, How- 
|provide 25% 
| Studios in the Bronx, which it owns, 

lows: ‘Every person who violates sec- 

knowingly makes any false statement 

viction thereof, shall be punished by 

year, or by both such fine and im- 

Film shippers, bookers, sales and 
seem Headache 


/hasn’t been consummated yet. 

| It is understood that an arrange- 
;ment has been worked out and ac- 
cepted by Empire, but Jessel and 
Hecht haven’t inked it as yet. They 
are still shopping for a possibly bet- 
‘ter break. Biograph agreement calls 
for J-H to make one film, with op- 
tions. Empire would equip the now- 
' vacant studios by Jan. 20. Jessel and 
Hecht claim to have set up a $225,- 
000 budget for their picture. 

Al Christie, who will make three 
films for Monogram release, has also 
been in confabs with Empire execs 
on possible use of the Biograph lot. 
{It was originally understood that 
| Christie had completed a deal for 


| petitioned 
| additional 
| briefies. 


| Heretofore comedies 


Walter Wanger, Sam Wood, Darryl 


F. Zanuck. 


Producers of short subjects have 
the Academy to make two 
achievement awards for 

They are asking an Oscar 

for short comedies and travelogues. 

had to com- 
pete with crime, dramatic and other 


| productions. 


February 29 has been tentatively 
set as date for annual awards ban- 
| quet, 


Ralph Morgan West 








of Congressmai 1 
Sirovich. Dr. Sirovich F 
; Was a close friend of Earle W. Hame 
|; mons, GN prez, and had been ine | 
strumental in preparing Hammons 
way to ask for the loan. It is undere 
stood that his help was also being 
counted upon in the final request be 
fore the RFC. 
RFC’s Loan t 
Further details of the RFC loan 
have also been made clear in the 
past few days. U.S. Corporation will 
loan GN the coin only if $150,000 ig 
forthcoming from another source, 
This other $150,000 must be paid to 
the RFC, which, in turn, will give 


derstood there are eight or 10 such! William I. 
issues. 

Although it had previously indi- 
cated it would not present a copy- 
right bill of its own, the Shotwell | 
committee is now believed planning | 
to introduce such a measure when 
Congress convenes. 





Foy ‘Aides. Hal Wallis 


Hollywood, Dec. 19. 
Complete elimination of B pictures, 
contemplated for weeks, was offi- 
cially announced at Warners. New | 


eo 





er 





program calls ror 48 A productions 


GN its draft for a total of $600,000, 


has passed the Senate and only needs | As Acad. Prez 
to be brought out of the House com- 

Industry observers claim the big- | Hollywood, Dec. 19. 
gest problem in directing the fight 
ize representatives in sales organiza- JESSEL-HECHT’S DEAL of his associates that he accept re- 
tions and theatres with what the bill election as prexy of the Academy of 
their real task is to get people ac- FOR BIO STUDIO, BRONX He said he had served two terms 
qui inted with the three vital provi- and that the post should go to some- 
— 3, be rand Bae ead el York of the George Jessel-Ben The new board of directors of the 
pay Sees ne Hecht production, ‘Before I Die,’ has| Academy is composed of Capra, 
in the title of the bill. They are . ; : ae aa cls 

: : : -! with Empire Trust Co., which will | ard Estabrook, Clark Gable, Mervyn 

a os eae | of the financing in; LeRoy, Frank Lloyd, Robert Riskin, 
Sc auakedier soem that they | credits for use of old Biograph | David O. a — 
are liable under the penalty clause. | James Stewart, Norman tape 

This is contained in Sect. 5 as fol- 
tion 3, or who fails to furnish the 
synopsis required by section 4, or 
in such synopsis, shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor and, On con- 
a fine of not exceeding $5,000 or by 
imprisonment for not exceeding one 
prisonment in the discretion of the 
court,’ 
general sales managers are held 
liable under this proviso. 

Problem for distributors and pro- | Use of Electrical Research Products, 

ERPI 


Ralph Morgan, Screen Actors | Bryan Foy was upped to the post 


V. Government, in this case, is being 
Guild, president, planed back to the | 








ducers under the Neely bill is to de- | Inc., studio in Astoria, L. I. RPI | , | of assistant to Hal B. Wallis, execu- | foxy, taking no chances that it turns 
cide how they will furnish the synop-| Would provide 30% of financing, | Coast last night (Tuesday) after at-| tive producer. lover its portion of the coin without 
sis of each production, There is| Which, it is understood, Empire is | Sending Pao on the “oo a | the cther_psrt being forthcc ig 

; . . ‘ 7 rilli , ; ; counci. enne omson AW | is , “de ie 
nothing in the bill that requires also willing to supply. Final ar- | a ae : — , : ALI ‘TL T »| Of the $150,000, two-thirds is from 
showing of the film but a correct | Tamgements haven't yet been made executive-secretary, flies out over CE FAYE AS RUSSELL | Electrical Research Products, Ine. | 


the weekend. He may be accom- 
panied by Henry Jeffe, attorney for 
the Four A’s, SAG and other per- | 
former unions. | Lillian Russell’ at 20th-Fox as soon 


Sam Raphaelson Settles | Laurence Beilenson, who was in| as she returns to the Coast. 


° e_.|New York for two weeks’ vacation, | Studio has nothing else set for her 
His $25,000 Fox Claim returned to the Coast early last week. | Sarees that. 


Alice Faye, in New York to spend 
Christmas with her husband, Tony 
Martin, will go into ‘The Life of 


synopsis must be included in the sale | by Christie. 
of each picture, this being made a| 
part of the exhibitor contract. Thus | 
a distributor can wait until each pic- 

ture is finally completed and then 

write a stenographic version of what | 
occurs. This apparently would be} 
fool-proof. 


| $25,000 from Loyd Wright, former 
trustee in bankruptcy of the old GN, 
as a private investment; $15,000 from 
National City Bank, and $10,000 will 
come from one of three laboratories, 
either Pathe, DeLuxe or Producers, 

Incidentally, it is the latter lab, 

















The other method would be to lay 
out a synopsis and then follow this 
carefully in making a _ production. 
Latter method is not favored because 
it doubtlessly would mean mediocre 
product and would mean infinite de- 
lay if the Hays production code of- 
ficials ordered any in a 
scene. Confusion resulting from the 
PCA request doubtlessly would force 
the producer to refuse any altera- 
tions (because the film had been 
sold under the script being followed) 
or to scrap the whole thing and start 
over again. 

With reissues, a complete synopsis 
must be prepared on the version 
issued for showing and then at- 
tached to the exhibitor’s contract. 


change 


Opinion in the trade seems to be 
that synopsis provisions under the 
Neeciy act would be followed by 
naking such synopsis after the film 
is in its finally edited form. How- 
ever, major company Officials aver 
that difference of opinion regarding 
whether a true synopsis has been 
incorporated in the exhib’s contract 
opens the way for endless litigation. 
Ramifications of the bill further pave 
the way for an inconceivable amount 
of court actions, major spokesmen 
claim. 

The Section 3 rules which would 
make unlawful the sale of pictures in 
blocks of two or more is the section 
which major companies object to 
most strenuously because, they argue, 
that eliminates the wholesale anzle 
in the indusiry. They fail to see why 
film distributors should be pro- 
hibited from -elling in wholesale lots 
when other industries are allowed 
such privileges. Major spokesmen 
contend that the price-control and 
accurate synopsis provisions are fan- 
tastic. 

Neely’s 25 Points 


Twenty-five things ‘we are told the 


Neely bill will do for us’ were listed | said were claimed for the Neely | retarded; and that the public indi- 


by David Palfreyman, of the Hays 
office, at the AMPA lunheon last 
Thursday (14) noon. Charles C. Pet- 


tijohn was another principal speaker. | 


The AMPA members present voted 


Suit of Samson Raphaelson against 
Robert T. Kane, which was to have 
started in the N. Y. supreme court 
yesterday (Tues.) was settled out of 
court for an unnamed amount. 
Author sought $25,000 for alleged 
breach of a writing contract for 10 
weeks at $2,500 weekly, made 
the spring of 1938. 

Kane, head of New World Film, 
Ltd., 20th Century-Fox’s English pro- 


rucing subsidiary, contended that the 


company, and not he, was responsible 


as in all negotiations he had acted as 


an agent of New World. 








Studio Contracts | 





Hollywood, Dec. 19. 

George Reeves inked player pact 
with Warners. 

Metro handed writer 
Harry Clark. 

Warners hoisted James Stephen- 
son’s play option, 

Russell Harlan signed new ticket 
as cameraman for Harry Sherman. 

Ann Baxter inked player deal with 
20th-Fox. 

Universal lifted Frank Skinner’s 
option as arranger-composer. 

Frederick Hazlitt Brennan drew 
pact at 20th-Fox. 
| Warners picked up Orry Kelly’s 
option as fashion chief. 

Kent Taylor inked actor deal at 
RKO. 

John Deering drew new acting 
pact at Warners. 
| Metro handed Kurt Goetz new 
writing ticket. 
| William Thomas drew new actor 
| pact at Metro. 


ticket to 





to name a committee to combat the 
Neely bill. 
| Palfreyman’s 25 points which he 


measure follow: 
1, Establish community freedom in 
the selection of films. 
2. Relieve independent exhibitors 
(Continued on page 20) 
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Washington, Dec. 19. 

Federal inquiry into the handling 
of sound film patents is likely when 
the Justice Dept. begins its general 
investigation of pooling and licens- 
ing agreements which may involve 
breach of the anti-trust laws and 
restraint of competition. 
| course of the prospective grand jury 
probe has been kept secret, but it is 
| expected the Government will throw 
|the spotlight again on the situation 
involving both motion picture and 
radio patents. 
| The D. J. is known to have kept 
fan eye on the patent situation 
which American Telephone & Tele- 
graph, General Electric, Westing- 
hause and Radio Corp. of America 
are concerned, while repeated com- 
| plaints from independent equipment 
| makers have been presented to the 
|law enforcers over a long period. 
| Data gathered by the Federal Com- 
|munications Commission and _ the 
Temporary National Economic Com- 





spiracies to shut out newcomers and 
squelch novelties, 

The Government has heard from 
various sources assertions that inde- 
pendent inventors have no 
for their discoveries except the 
handful of powerful corporations in 
the electrical manufacturing trade, 
that improvements have been kept 
on the shelf to avoid inventory losses 
and keep up rental and license fees: 
that progress in both visual and 
aural entertainment arts has been 


rectly has been mulcted 


Conspiracy Suits 
Purpose of the grand jury pro- 
ceeding, which will open in New 





Exact | 


in | 


outlet | 





| tors. 


Pooling of Sound Film and Other 
Patents Under Justice Dept. Fire 


is to lay groundwork for conspiracy 


| 


| action which resulted in compulsory 
| cross-licensing and severance of ties 
| between the biggest manufacturers. 
| Policy statement by the Justice De- 
|partment remarked on_ evidence 


misuse the patent privilege’, but did 
not point a finger at any particular 
| line. Attorney General Frank Mur- 


phy gave his consent for a broad | 
inquiry to find out the extent to 
which ‘certain industries in the | 
| United States are controlled and | 


dominated by one or several large 
conpanies’, 


In elaborating on the motives be- | 
| hind the campaign, Assistant Attor- 


ney General Thurman Arnold re- 


| marked that facts gathered by the 


| Justice Department indicate that 
patent rights have been greatly 
|abused. Persons holding the papers 


| have split business to avoid compe- 
mittee also bears on alleged con- 


tition, fixed prices, limited produc- 
tion and quality, discouraged invest- 


ment of new capital, and otherwise 
nullified the anti-trust laws, he con- 
tends. 


In this connection, the Justice De- 
partment appears to have subscribed 
to philosophy advocated by individ- 
uals trying to obtain sweeping 
changes in the copyright laws. The 
policy statement remarked that Con 


gress under the Constitution has the | M thin th + fortnight 
some time within the next for 7 


right to issue patents ‘to promote 
the progress of science and useful 
arts’, not primarily to benefit inven- 
Same contention has been ad- 
vanced at various copyright hearings, 
but th interpretation never has 
been accepted by House or Senate 


1S 


York City after the first of the year, | Committees, 


Suits, similar to the old radio trust | 


‘showing a widespread tendency to | 


operated by Jack Cosman, that has 
offered to provide three standard 
features and several westerns to GN 
for distribution. The straight pix are 
‘Cafe Collette,” ‘In the Spring 4 
Young Man’s Fancy’ and ‘I Murdered 
a Count.’ They are foreign made, 
Deal with Felt & Co., which was to 
supply GN with a_ $1,000,000 pro- 
duction fund, is technically still on, 
it v. learned. Termer has been 
|inked and Felt may supply the 
money when and if the RFC comes 
through. However, Bergere 
entered the picture, Hammons ap- 
parently has other plans. Both 
Bergere and Felt want control of the 
| company if they put money into it, 
Irving Felt’s deal providing for his 
| outfit to be transferred a chunk of 
| voting control stock each time it put 
| money into the company. Under the 
schedule of payments worked out, it 
would gain majority control when it 
had put up $75,000. Felt also has 
| option of paying coin in at once and 
taking control right away. As far 48 
creditors know, no personal agree 
|} ment has been worked out between 
Hammons and Bergere yet. Ham- 
|mons would be retained as nominal 
prez under the Felt setup. 
| Grand National's star burns bright- 
'er than it has in the last few weeks 
'since, on Friday (15), creditors 0 
ithe company, by unanimous vote, 
| gcanted Hammons a three-week eX* 
'tension to Jan. 5, 1940, to carry on 
|company business. The extension 
| was result of a letter sent to the 
RFC on Monday (11) by ErpPh 
|committing the recording company 
‘for $100,000 in terms acceptable 10 
‘the RFC. The finance company, 
| Thursday, sent a letter signed by 
|T. K. Ahearn, its N. Y. head, to Wash- 
ington approving the loan of $450,000. 
It is expected that the RFC 11 
Washington will act on the letter 


as iS 


since 


Bergere. who at the last hear 
ing evidenced interest in putting UP 
money for the company, told the 
court he is working night and day 
on the books, and the way things 
look now he hopes to put up prob- 


| (Continued from page 9) 
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Allegedly ‘Smelly’ Universal Picts 
Labor Case Still 


+ 





Washington, Dec. 19. 


Just what National Labor Relations 
Boardite William M. Leiserson was 
getting at when he termed the ‘Uni- 
versal Pictures case smelly’ in an| 
inter-office memorandum remained a 
mystery at the end of last week's 
hearings before the special Congres- 
gional committee probing enforce- | 
ment of the Wagner Act. Consider: | 
able testimony was heard about con- | 
ditions in the NLRB’s Los Angeles | 





office but only incidental reference 
was made to the film matter. 


The bulk of the evidence regarding 
the Universal case was in the form 
of a memorandum by Leiserson 
dated July 26, 1939, referring critical- 
ly to the way the board acted in the 
controversy last spring and summer 
between producers and _ Screen 
Writers Guild. No details as to why 
Leiserson termed the matter ‘smelly.’ 

In his memo, Dr. Leiserson ques- 
tioned the propriety of reopening 
hearings on the basis of a hastily- | 
amended complaint. Principal points 
of difference, he remarked, were sub- 
jects of collective bargaining, not 
disputes concerning recognition or | 
right to organize. Publication of the 
document disclosed that the Guild 
felt it was on weak ground. 





Leiserson’s Memo 

‘I think if you will read the file 
with an open mind, you will get the 
impression that I have gotten that 
we are being asked to aid the Guild |} 
in matters of collective bargaining, | 
which are no part of the duties of 
the board, and that the Guild wants 
us to make an 8 (5) complaint in a 
case where collective bargaining has | 
reached the point of substantial 
ezreement and where the Guild it- 
self refused to negotiate further. I 
am afraid that the amended com- | 
plaint may look as if we are carry- 
ing out this purpose,’ the newest 
member informed his colleagues. | 
Leiserson noted that board 
contained information that the 
parties were ‘in substantial agree- 
ment’ and the SWG turned down the 
proposed contract because ‘it was 
dissatisfied with three things, none 
of which involved unfair labor prac- | 
tices under the act.’ The c 
were willing to continue discussions, 
he added, while the Guild insisted 
To back 


On reopening the hearing. 


files 


ympanies 


up his accusation that the board 
was taking sides, Leiserson called at- 
tention to a letter from SWG last 
may stating: 


‘As I told you before, I don’t think 


the collective bargaining case is 
worth anything, however, we still 
have a chance to knock out the 


Screen Playwrights’ contract which 
is important for us, and the most im- 


portant thing is to air those 8-1 
charges. 

‘Once the producers are notified 
by the labor board that those 
charges are to be aired, there is a 
chance that we will get somewhere 
If t producers can convince the 
labor board not to air such 


Charges, frankly, we are sunk.’ 


Exchanse Workers’ 
New 2-Year Contract 
Set; Mum on Terms 


Extreme secrecy prevails as to the 
terms of the new two-year contract 
negotiated by New York distributors 
With the Film Exchange Employees’ 

hion, committees on both sides hav- 
ing pledged themselves to keep mum 
aS to what the scale will be under 
the new agreement. Believed that 
oa Old scale continues, though there 
-S NO confirmation under the closed- 
mouth policy agreed upon. 


Under the two-year ticket, which | 


expired Nov. 30 last, it was $24 mini- 
mum for day work and $26 for night 
shifts, with the maximum $88. 
—s agreement, retroactive to 
a 30, runs until Nov. 30, 1941, and 
vas negotiated with the exchange 
workers by Metro, Paramount, United 
Artists. 20: + ; ‘ 
and Columbia, 


land 


h-Fox, Warner Bros., RKO, 


an NLURB Mystery 


WB All at Sea 








Hollywood, Dec. 19. 
Naval prepardeness .on the 
Warner lot reaches its highest 
point next month when the huge 
marine set will be ready for 
‘The Sea Hawk,’ first of four 
high-budget seafaring pictures. 
Following ‘Sea Hawk’ on the 
schedule are ‘John Paul Jones,’ 
‘The Sea Wolf’ and ‘Captain 
Hornblower.’ 


W.G. Maxcy, L.K. Brin’s 
Big Backer, Involved 








In Bankruptcy Suit : 


Milwaukee, Dec. 19. 


Echo of the prosperous days that 
used to be was heard in 


district court here with the filing 


+ ++ -- + 


PULLS OUT OF 
LABUR COUNCIL 


L.A. Union’s Move to Block '| 
Bioff Extradition Sets Off | 
Drive Against Racketeer- 
ing—Actors Charge Inter- 
ference with Due Processes 
of Law 





RE-SCALE EXTRAS 





Hollywood, Dec. 19. 
Screen Actors Guild has with- 
drawn from the Central Labor Coun- 


W. Buzzell, council secretary, 
maneuvered that body into adopting 
a resolution asking the Chicago 





| Federation of Labor to aid William 


Federal | Bioff in his fight to escape extradi- 
'tion to Chicago to serve six months | 


of a petition seeking the involuntary ;}on a pandering conviction. 


bankruptey of Warren’ Gardiner 
Maxey, of Oshkosh. He was owner 


the Bioff matter 
by the actors 


Buzzell charged 
was a smoke screen 


of that city’s water works system un-|to hide the fact that extras had not 


til the municipality bought him out,| received a 
| and one of the biggest financial back- | }eaders 


increase. SAG 


this defense, 


wage 
scoffed at 


ers of the L. K. Brin circuit, which | pointing out the Guild is now pre- 
built and Operated a chain of new) paring to start negotiations for 15% 


theatres in Oshkosh, Appleton, Fond 


wage tilt and reclassification in all 


ar Taen: mnach- 2 ; -? 
du Lac, Neenah-Menasha and other | extra brackets. 


central Wisconsin towns. 


| 
Maxcy was also head of the Bar- 


tola Organ Co., which flourished 


mightily until organ music in thea- | 


tres went out. 

It is claimed by the First Wiscon- 
sin National Bank of Milwaukee, the 
Security Bank of Oshkosh and the 
Farmers’ Bank of Omro, Wis., that 
Maxcy owes them $76,836 in notes 
interest, and that the securities 
he gave as collateral now are worth- 
less. Petitioners allege Maxcy com- 
mitted an act of bankruptcy in fail- 


erty totaling $124,545. obtained by 
another creditor, the First Trust Co. 
of Oshkosh, which had secured cir- 
cuit court judgments. 


Shutters Drop at Roach 


Hollywood, Dec. 19. 
Hal Roach shutters his studio Fri- 
day (22) for three weeks, following 
completion of ‘1,000,000 B.C.’ 
Next picture on the lot is an un- 
titled Laurel-Hardy comedy. 


itral Labor Council. 
imatters brought 


Pat Somerset, chairman of the 


Guild labor contact committee, gave 


out the following statement: 
‘There is just one issue involved 
in the Screen Actors Guild with- 


Angeles Cen- 
No extraneous 
the situation 


drawal from the Los 


into 


}can cloud the single issue of honest 


| 
| 


unionism. 

‘The Screen Actors Guild letter of 
withdrawal from the Central 
Council, made public in Sacramento 


; , ; iby the office of Governor Olson, has 
ing to discharge liens upon his prop- | 


been sent by the Guild to all of the 
AFL unions in California. This was 
done to make clear the 
the Screen Actors Guild, that union- 
ism must leave no room in the ranks 
of labor for racketeering or rackets 
If organized labor is to maintain its 
and its good name before 
ithe American public, we believe that 
}no union or group of unions can per- 
mit itself to be used to defend those 
accused of violations of the general 
|laws. In such cases, involving no 
(Continued on 11) 


posltion 


page 


cil and launched a fight to drive 
rackets and racketeers from organ- 
ized labor. The break came when | 


Labor | 


position of | 


—s 





Is Watched: Mor 


| 
| 





Absentee Credit 


Hollywood, Dec. 19. 
Nunnally Johnson gets screen 
credit as associate producer by | 
proxy on ‘I Was an Adventuress,’ | 
in production at 20th-Fox while | 
Johnson has been in New York | 
on leave of absence for several | 
weeks. | 








fore he left town. 








Newsreels Overboard 
Cn Cost to Cover Graf 
Spee Battleship Stuf 





| The most expensive single-story 
| coverage of the European war to date 
to be the done by 
American newsreels on the sinking 
of the German pocket battleship, 
Admiral Graf Spee, off Montevideo, 
Sunday (16) night. All 
the five reels had cameramen in es- 


promises job 


Uruguay, 


| pecially chartered planes just in case 
a naval battle between the Nazi 
i battleship and the Allied fleet en- 


, sued. 


This alone was expensive because 
the market for such transportation is 
| costly. Furthermore, all the reels 
are rushing footage to New York by 
|plane in hopes of scoring a beat. 
| Best flying time from Montevideo to 
N. Y. is 72 hours by regular plane 
; service. Some q.t. flying to N. Y. by 
; Special plane may mean the subject 
can hit Broadway screens sometime 
today (Wednesday). Otherwise, it’s 
tomorrow (Thursday). 


| 


Incidentally, the running gun battle 


between the Spee and three British | 


cruisers caught U. S. newsreel com- 
panies flatfooted. They depended on 
local cameramen for material, and as 


far as could be learned not a single 
reel has any material on the actual 
|battle. ~ All five reels rushed in 


cameramen when they learned that 
there was prospect of the Spee hav- 
ing to put out to sea before a week 
‘had elapsed. 
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He arranged all the details be- | 


Behind-Scenes Tussle By 4 A's Heads 


ver | Big Union Issue: Equity Probe 


gan, Thomson East 





Tense behind-the-scenes struggle 
is being fought within the Associated 
Actors & Artistes of America over 
the ‘one big union’ issue. Matter was 
given lengthy consideration at the 
Fauity council meeting yesterday 
(Tuesday) and will be the principal 


|subject of discussion at a session of 


the Four A’s international board this 

afternoon (Wednesday). 
Ralph Morgan, president 

Screen Actors Guild, 


of the 
and Kenneth 


| Thomson, executive-secretary, planed 


in from the Coast late last week to 
| push the ‘one big union’ move. They 
| both attended yesterday’s Equity 
| council meeting to arsu for 
| consolidation. Certain influential 
|members of Equity have been more 
or less openly onposing the unifica- 
|tion program, which SAG actively 
favors. 
When it became known that E juity 
, had moved to probe the Four A’s, al- 
| though the action is ostensibly mere< 
\ly a ‘study of Equity’s relations with 
| the Four A’s,’ there was considerable 


|speculation about what the legit 
union’s real plans could be. In some 
;quarters it’s felt that the idea is to 


use the information obtained from 
|the Four A’s for presentation at the 
Equity ouarterly membership meet- 
ing Friday (22) at the Astor hotel, 
N. Y. Expectation is that Philip 
Loeb, chairman of the investigating 
committee and long known as op- 
| posed to the ‘one big union’ program, 
|may try to obtain a membership vote 
against Four A’s unification at the 
Friday meeting. Thomson, who {is 
also an Equity member, will attend 
the session 

| The Four A’s board has turned 
over to the investigators all the data 
sought, but last Wednesday’s inter- 
| national board meeting, at which the 
;request for the info was made, re- 
sulted in some heated exchances 
when the Loeb committee was asked 
| pointedly to explain the purpose of 
the probe. 

| In favoring the ‘one big union’ 
|idea at this time, the Screen Actors 
Guild is advocating that the various 
branches await the report of Bernard 
J. Reis, Four A’s accountant, who 
Was named a one-man committee to 
draft a consolidation plan. Reis’ re- 
port is due Feb. 15, but he has ree 
fused to indicate in any way what 
direction his recommendation will 
| take—even whether or not they'll 
(Continued on page 18) 


3d Effort to Try Nick 
On Extortion Charge 
Gees Awry in St. Louis 


St. Louis, Dec 


| 1 effort of the state to trv 
’ 2) AY | . 4 on . 
J I . 1, ed hea 1 4 f IA I SE, 

T 149 ‘ , 
l ane n charce 

¢ , 

’ ‘ ri alleged pn nent 
me emalalel f } hy 
r T 1986. wa » f t 
t Judge R L 
Aaror » char is inel of 40 
} y 4 } ed ‘ + p | 1 
een Ae) and offered from 
$50 to $100 to ‘go easy on Nick.’ 


The veniremen, George H. Weber, 
punch press operator, told the court 
that several days before he was to 
report on the subpoena, an unknown 
man visited him at his home and 
made the proposition. 

A dozen of the panel had been ex- 
amined when Weber sought an audi- 
ence with Judge Aaronson and told 
his story. The judge called a con- 
ference of all attorneys in the case 
and dismissed the panel. On the 
first setting of the case a mistrial was 
ordered when one of the jurors 
talked to a state witness after the 
trial had been in progress several 
days. The second blowup came 
when it was learned that a juror had 
concealed the fact that he was ac- 
quainted with the Nick family when 


he was being examined on _ his 
qualifications to serve. This juror 
was jugged in the city jail for a week 
on a contempt charge. 
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Secret March 1 Pre-Trial Expected 
To Cut Anti-Trust Sessions 50%,; 





Trial of the Government's anti-| 
trust suit against the major film | 
companies, the most important liti- | 
gation the film industry has ever) 
been engaged in, will start May 7 
1940, in the New York federal court. | 
Stipulations to that effect are being | 
drawn now between film majors | 
counsel and William Farnsworth, | 
special U. S. attorney. 4 

The agreement on the date of trial 
was reached late Thursday (14) | 
night, as result of a conference be- 
tween Paul Williams, Government 
prosecutor, David L. Podell, Farns- 
worth. his assistants, and company 








You Name It 





Hollywood, Dec. 19. 
Title makers at 20th-Fox are 
cooking up new names for four 
pictures slated to roll within 10 
days. 
Films due for re-naming are 
‘Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star,’ 
‘Sweetheart of Turret One,’ 





Cisco Kid No. 2’ and ‘Hotel for 


Women No. 2.’ | 








STEINBECK’S ‘GRAPES,’ 
MICE’ NECK ’N’ NECK 


Two John Steinbeck filmizations 
follow each other on Broadway with- 


(Hal Roach) will go into the Roxy, 
preceding ‘Grapes.’ 


Sam E. Morris, Although 
Retired, Reelected a WB 
V.P.; Entire Slate Sticks 


Although he withdrew actively 
from the company as vice-president 
in charge of foreign distribution, 





| Sam E. Morris retains the v.p. title 


in the company, being among v.p.’s 


|reelected at Thursday’s (14) meeting | 


MOSS’ THEATRE | 
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DuPont’s Unusual Defense to Pathe’s 
$710,000 Suit: Deal Violates U.S. Law 








& ‘in a month, of which 20th-Fox’s + a, ae 

; ‘Grapes of Wrath’ may be sold away 

; Actual Issues 0 to at ay SS a ee Radio’s Shadow DuPont Film Mfg. Co. filed ay 

' ‘ Rivoli, N. Y., for a run. unusual answer in N. Y. federal 
+) e | United Artists’ ‘Of Mice and Men’ court, Monday (18) to the $210,009 


Cincinnati, Dec. 19. suit against it for breach of contract 


‘The Boone County Jambore@, | by Pathe Laboratories, Inc, DuPont 
hillbilly unit on W LW, which is admits practically every charge in 
an NBC Red affiliate, personalled 5 


; the complaint, but alieges that ig it 
at the Midland theatre, Newark, |had not breached the contract i 
O., Wednesday (13), On the 


. =e would have been subject to action 
screen were ‘Meet Dr, Christian for triple damages under the anti. 
(RKO), which has to do with a trust laws. 

CBS series, and a short subject, Pathe claims that DuPont, which} 
‘Information Please,’ linked with February, 1935, agreed not to haa 
an NBC Blue program, more than 30% over cost for fi] 

John C. Spears, manager Of |had recently charged it at a rate of le, 
the Crosley troupe, reported that [4 foot, a considerable increase 
the day’s business was mutually It is claimed by the defense that 
satisfactory. under the Robinson-Patman bill, 
known as the Price Discrimination 
Act, the contract as originally signed 











nek... "26 ee. __ ae 


| 


of the Warner board. | Act, 
attorneys. The approved starting Harry M. Warner was reelected | is illegal. DuPont has many cus. } 
time was then submitted to senior president, while v.p.’s in addition to tomers in the same business as Pathe, 
federal judge John C. Knox Friday | Morris are Albert and Jack L. War- and charging them more than Pathe | 
ie anaeews lige Knox a 5 | ner, Herman Starr, Stanleigh P. | destroys competition in interstate § 
for his approval. Judge Knox ap-| . : 
; + cl ly is ex-| Friedman and Joseph H. Hazen, commerce. Pathe paid the increase 
proved the date, and shortly Is e eater ; 
| 9 9 9 with duress or misrepresentation, | 


pected to announce the name of the | 
trial judge. It is expected that John 
M. Woolsey or Francis G. Caffey, | 
both veteran federal jurors, are the | 
most likely to be chosen. 

Trial of the action, which had been 
estimated from a minimum of nine 
months to a year and a half, will 
probably be considerably shortened, | 
as a result of an agreement reached | 
between counsel for both sides on! 
Friday. Pre-trial conferences will 


‘Clearing the Underbrush’ 





' 
B. S. Moss, veteran showman and 


several sites in the Greater New, 
York area on which he eventually | 
proposes building theatres but at 
present has no plans laid. 

One of the sites is in Queens, | 
which Moss points out is developing , 


into one of the best-populated sec- , Martin, auditor. 





be named the Varsity, being near | 


| urer. 


former link in the Keith circuit, has sistant treasurer; W. Stewart McDon- 


Albert Warner also reelected treas- 


Others retaining their pests are 
Samuel Carlisle, controller and as- 


ald, and Cyril H. Wilder, assistant 
treasurers; Robert W. Perkins, sec- 
retary and general counsel; Harold 
S. Bareford, Edward K. Hessberg, 
Ray Obringer and Herbert Freston, 
assistant secretaries, and Thomas J. 





and by doing so voluntarily waived 
any rights it might have had. A dis. 
missal is requested. 


Hope for Pathe Divvy 
Prospects for a small dividend on 





Loew's net income for the fiscal 
year ended Aug. $1 last totalled 
$9,841,530 as compared with $9,024,- 
934 in the preceding fiscal 12-month 


period. Despite this improvement, 
the company actually reported $5.48 
per common share as against $6&.65 


loomed brighter this week, with re. 
ports in Wall Street that DuPont 
Film Mfg. Co. might declare $30 per 
share dividend this week. Pathe 














Pathe Film Corp. common shares } 


Release date for the film is still | , 





“ 3 ‘ ut $4,097,565 in dividends to com- nie oak Ta 
\the University of Kansas City, the uncertain, due to the voice switch, $ : Executors of the Carl Laemmle es 





Pre-trial conferences will take 


jmon shareholders during the fiscal 


: holds 35% interest in any such divv 
- in the fiscal year ended Aug. 31, ; Me ae y vy; 
be held under Rule 16 of the new, tions of the metropolitan area but | . nurs 19388. Per A do earnings pe the | Which, at this figure, would give f 
ivil p dure, in| does not have many theatres. He} 7 : : , % Pathe about $105,000, amounting to 
Federal rules of civil proce ’ te  Ghoagee aan ‘hKe- it ritis lim preferred also dipped about 6lc. as : ; ; et egg > 8) 
which it is expected that many dye | yea so akg at the northern end compared with the previous year. nearly : J — among 581,679 § 
issues at stake will be stipulated to | 0°! attan, P d f J S| R ; common stockholders, " 
a te ienbawa Ne itant emarkably strong showing en- , 
and agrecd upon. There are many | oy opr witegpags cell oe ropagatt a Or labled Loew’s, Inc. i. in I its| Pathe Film showed 2¢c on the 
charges in the action which the film as nha a . 7 = tht . t “4 fooe from. $47,787,157 as of Aug. |°°™mon stock for the first nine j 
companies realize _ are common — ig br pe Rance ping _— New commentary for United States|91 jn 1938 to $52,339,175 listed on | months this year, and the year-end | 
knowledge as to their veracity. . | +s ul r leas @ xX. laudiences is being dubbed on ‘The | Aue Si tee. Company showed | melon-cutting by DuPont Film w ould y 
Rather than have a prolonged dis- | ; Lion Has Wings,’ which Alexander gross revenue from theatre receipts, | bring the total to around 40c. The | 
pute over these issues it is expected | New K.C. 1,000-Seater Korda made in cooperation with the rentals and sales of films and ac- | establishment of Pathe Labs as the 
that the majors will concede these | Kansas City, Dec. 19. | British government to exploit the | cessories amounting to $122,577,542. | operating company might justify a 
points, and thus reduce the time; Bertram Rosenberg and associates power of the English air force. | Added to this amount was $2,541,801 | dividend distribution as result of this 
needed to prove them. Such things| have made application to the board | Lowell Thomas is doing the gabbing \in rent income. Loew's allotted | setup. 
as history of the film companies, defi-! of zoning adjustment for the con- for the new sound track, the work | $46 692,078 for amortization and 
nition of terms and the like can be | version of a former ice plant into a| being done at Fox-Movietone studios | writeoft of film costs. Act on Laemmile Claim 
included in this category. |1,000-seat theatre. New house will | in Manhattan. Report stated the company noe Los Angeles, Dec. 19, 


place by March 1 behind 
under the 


closed 


doors supervision of a 


Barstow school and Rockhurst Ccl- 
lege. 


| Rosenberg was formerly engaged 


' 


but it is expected that it will be 
within several weeks. Film went 
into release in Canada and England 


tate asked permission of probate 
} court to compromise a $210,000 claim, 
i filed by John W. Tippet, for $16,250. 


| period covered. This is in addition 
| to $888,693 distributed in cash divvys 


: : to preferred stockholders. Loew’s | p).; 
Federal judge. In the meantime} j;, theatre biz in South Africa and almost a month ago. While the prop- | atl $1.958 851. i: Saleh iain Claim has been in litigation here and 

. . . ’ ~ } e ¢ : } + ° 4 i 3. pup y . 7 F +d 
‘clearing away of the underbrush, aSiwith the Schlesinger houses, and! 2gandizing tone of the talk was con-| taxes in Ne Ww . ork for several years. Pee } 
classified by Paul Williams, will con-/jater with Dr. Lee DeForest in|Sidered okay for His Majesty’s sub-| “yy; | tition will be heard Friday (22). 


stitute the Government's activities. 
This means that Williams expects all 
interrogatories be disposed of by the 
middle of February at the latest. It 
is understood that the U. S. does not | 
contemplate answering all the majors’ 
interrogatories as served upon them. 
Too many of these are far-fetched | 
and useless, in the Government’s 
opinion. It is true that under the 
rules the Government must give in- 
formation, even if that information 
is common knowledge of the defend- 
ants, but it is felt by the Department 
of Justice that questions of organiza- 


sound synchronization. He was re- 
cently made a citizen by act of Con- 
gress, 





5 New, 4 Texas, 1 in Ga. 
Dallas, Dec. 19. 
Five new houses, four in Texas and 
one in Georgia, are either just com- 
pleted or under way. Included are: 





Queen, at Bryan, opened last week'| 


on site of old, demolished house, a 


550-seater; The River Oaks, Houston, | 
opened Tuesday (5), 1,000-seater; the | 


Wichita, Wichita Falls, opened last 








jects, it was felt that it would be 
more effective in U. S. if toned down. 


KIDS NEVER FORGET 


Explains Why British Royalty’s Film 
Record Did Such a B.O. Brodie 
Detroit, 
British royalty’s goodwill visit to 
Canada last summer did a boomer- | 
ang in Windsor, Ont., just across the 
river from here. 
Last week, looking for big things | 








| (with face value of $1,131,900), car- 


Dec. 19. | showed fixed deposits in the Yoko- | 


Note made to directors by the ac- 
countants said that it covered re- | . Henkel withdrew his 
sults of operations in the foreign | $126,000 damage suit against the Soe 
field only up to last July 29. Addi- | C/ety of Motion Picture Film Editors, 
tional note revealed that one os unlawful suspension. 

' 
| 


| Charles V. 


eign investment included Italian Dismissal of the action was the 
government bonds, due July 31, 1940} result of a proposal by SMPFE to 
|reinstate Henkel if he dropped the 
the books at uit. 


ried on $739,977. It 


hama Specie Bank, San Francisco, 
due in 1941-42, valued at $230,240. 
Stanley Co.’s $1,734,562 Net 
Stanley Company 


Suit of Edwin J. Smith, former v.p. 
of Imperial Pictures, Inc., against the 
company for $8,457 back 


| 9. 540-9 . te 8 
Smith’s Salary Claim 
| 

| 


of America, a salary was 


; : ; a subsidiary of Warner Bros. Pictures,| revealed Wednesday (13) in N. Y 
oe si ‘ ce ; : in view of vast turnout for King : - pod : ky ae : mie. 
Hon set up, ete, are a needless addl- week by Interstate with A. D. Dea- and Queen’s visit bo tours Cuduet Inc., showed a net profit of $1,734,562 |supreme court. Action was started } 
‘Han at werk t6 hem. The U. 8. sie son, ex of the Majestic (Dallas) staff Palace brought in full-length film| for the fiscal year ending last Aug.|in June, and claims the plaintiff was 
he ial iy »| in charge; a new Interstate house at} ~~“ — ie any showed net income hired at a salar ekly pl 
while willing-to give up the names of El Paso. as yet ways {record of the royal tour. Canadian | a Lf tocar showed net income of | hired at a salary of $100 weekly plus 
its witnesses, feels that it should not pepo oo yer gagte ss Just be- |} ouse expected to mop up. | $5,747,951 before other income and | 2'%% of the gross. The contract was 
be asked to state what these wit- <P tag a ane sehen eee | The first day it was lonely for the | Charges that included $2,332,860 for |for two years, but Smith left Im } 
ciiiniae Mint tam: allie nih meek take le any, Ga., just started for C. =. | share Second day brought only al amortization and depreciation ofj|perial June 3, after having served } 
answers will be. If forced to answer —_— {handful of customers. That’s the| properties, and st emverent expense | from Sept. 1, 1937. | 
all the questions, it is likely that the way it went for the stay of the doc- | of $1,427,946. Corporation paid $326,- er s 
he stions, it is lik - pete vi, 000 in feders > taxes 

film companies will have more vi ’ umentary film expected to be hot} mie a a a we 
knowledge of the Government’s plan ° | b.o | Stanley Co. reported an earned e 

a Ww eee elites eects = ve y ’ surplus of $4,946,790 as compared . 

attack th: Jy. S. itsel You don’t have to look for the | SUP{US. ; di “= pSESG | 
of atiack than the U. S. itself. ; ] A ae yee . Sal ies : with $5,007,582, shown for Aug. 27, | 

Any possibility of further stalling ' answer. Windsor School Board, ap- 1938. This showing was mad ver 

fore trial. az indicated some | proached for help in the exploita-j|.°°"- cogs, ag Ml aaa ad ita 
before trial, as indicated some time _ ee ee P ae ah - in the face of $1.809.693 dividend _ 
ago, by the possibility of introducing tion, ha irned a cold shoulder to (einai 


Minneapolis, Dec. 19. 


a demand for examination of wit-| ( the proposal. They remembered big- paid during the past fiscal year. Supreme court justice Samuel Hof- | 

messes before trial shortly before the | Jerome Odlum, screen writer, has | gest boner of the royal tour. | eo ae stadter in N. Y. Friday (15) reserved / 

trial commences, was ‘done away posted a $1,000 on district court More than 40,000 school kids, | decision on the application of Rae 

with, as the stipulation will provide Ae ig that he will remain | from Windsor and nearby Ontario, REP. WANTS VALLEE | Nasoff, minority Paramount stock- ) 
within the court’s jurisdiction until 


that any examining of witnesses will 
be done before March 1, the date of 
the pre-trial. 

Thus ends the long delays and 
bickering which has endured over a 
year, with the film companies jockey- 
ing to delay trial until after Novem- 
ber, 1940, with the hope of a change 


the determination of his wife’s suit 
for $100 a week temporary alimony 
and $750 attorney fees. 

| Although under contract now to 
| Paramount at $2,500 a month, Odlum 
{is doing his writing here. In her 
suit for divorce against the writer, 


|in hot 


;}it out even if train was hours late. 


had been gathered at one spot where 
the royal couple were to greet them 
from platform. Kids stood for hours 
sun, scores keeled over and 
got medical aid, but the pack stood 


Then, making up time, train flashed | 
right by 40,000 disappointed faces | 


holder, to examine Joseph P. Ken- 
nedy, U. S. Ambassador to England, 
before trial. It is claimed that Ken 
nedy, who was engaged in 1936 to 
Hollywood, Dec. 19. |make a_= report. on Paramounts 
are under way for | financial condition by the board of 
to topline Republie’s | directors, will be able to testify 4 


FOR ‘HIT PARADE’ PIC 


Negotiations 
Rudy Vallee 


heavy budget musical, ‘Hit Parade|to the waste and mismanagement 
Mrs. Odlum charges cruel and in-|and didn’t make tHe scheduled sto ’ . : { : 
of administration, and the Govern- | puman treatment. She alleges th i ” : ‘ Stop. | of 1940.2. Bandleader is holding out | prevalent at the time. 
. ’ ge ‘ s that he/ Press, both in Windsor and Detroit, | ¢oy : ; is cuing 20,000,000, | 
ment trying desperately to get its| exhibited a violent henner, heat hee. | for a fat acting part, rather than| Miss Nasoff is suing for $20, 


gave a heavy play to the long wait 


ee — : : whe : agains he 
case started before any such possibil- squandered his money on luxuries merely waving a stick. ‘and directs her action against all the | 





ity might become an eventuality, 
Columbia’s Objections 
Late Saturday Columbia filed ob- 


jections to Government interroga- 
tories. Columbia was the only com- 


pany to protest; al] the other majors 
will answer the U. S. in full. A 
hearing on Columbia's protests will 
be held Dec. 29 before Judge Vin- 
cent L. Leibell. The Government 
served 59 questions on the com- 
panies, of which Columbia objects 
to nine. 

Columbia for example, 
that to give the name of each of its 

(Continued on page 39) 


} 


} : 
ageciares, 


and other women while in Holly- 
| wood and drank to excess. 

The couple were married in Min- 
,neapolis in 1937. 





Moe Snyder Released 


Los Angeles, Dec. 19. 
Col. Martin (Moe) Snyder—The 
_Gimp-—was released on his own 


recognizance following reversal by | 











the District Court of Appeals of his | 


conviction for the attempted murder 


of Merle Alderman, husband of Ruth | 


Etting. 


Another trial is unlikely. 


and seeming disregard for kids’ loy- 
alty. 

A royal apology came along later. 
So did explanations of why stop 
wasn’t made. But shunning of the 
film would indicate 40,000 kids, their 
parents and the schoolboard hadn’t 
forgotten. 


LET’S GO, TRIGGER 
Hollywood, Dec. 19. 





Frances Langford is the only fea- 


| 


Paramount officers 


and directors 


from 1935 to date. There are over 9 
charges in the action. 


tured player set for the film, which 
rolls in February. 








—AND CHANGING 


Hollywood, Dec. 19. 
Vincent Sherman replaced William 


Disney in New Plant 











Roy Rogers opens a personal ap- 
pearance tour Jan. 6 with his horse, 
Trigger, and a new act. 

Route covers Seattle, 


| Vancouver, Tacoma and other north- 


west towns. 


Portland, | 





Keighley as director of ‘Married, Hollywood, Dec. 19. 
Pretty and Poor,’ which rolled at Walt Disney's production sta 
Warners yesterday (Mon.) with, moves into the new Burbank studio 
| Olivia de Havilland in the top spot|next week. 4 
vacated by Jane Bryan on account of| Old Hyperion plant will be uset 
| illness. to house the promotion departmem 
Keighley is busy editing ‘The|and training school, which has bees 


: a ‘ ee ae ' Tine 
Fighting 69th,’ which is being rushed | occupying rented quarters on V 


to release. | street. 
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pai Pulls In Its Belt Until Xmas; 
y Vaude Helps Cagney, $13,500, Also 


VARIETY 7 


Tis the Week Before Xmas But B'way 
Not Too Bad: ‘Balalaika’ Very Vodka 

















First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Dec. 21 


Astor—‘Gone with the Wind’ 
(M-G) (1st wk). 





























ar 


TEM ion 





—Mr. Smith’ (Col) (6th wk). Has 
been a real thoroughbred at box- 
office and comes up with fine $5,500 
currently in view of run and time of 
, year, after having tucked away 
| splendid $8,200 last week. 
i} Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— 
- Day-Time Wife’ (20th) and stage 
i show. Andrews Sisters retained for 
, additional stage week and accounting 
' for good share of business. Harry 
James’ orch also on rostrum. Take 
© indicates $25,000, not much, but there 
is the pre-Xmas alibi. Last week, 
‘Elizabeth’ (WB) and vaude, healthy 
$36,100. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65)— 
‘Eternally Yours’ (UA). Moved here | 
from Roosevelt, but getting little at- 
tention at meek $3,000. Last week, 
‘Mohawk’ (20th), fairish $4,000 for 
second loop session. 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 25-40)— 
‘Roaring Twenties’ (WB) and vaude. 
Strong picture item aiding the cause 
currently and holding to satisfactory 
$13,500. Last week, ‘Pack Troubles’ | 
(20th), all right at $13,900. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Destry’ (U) and ‘Dr. Christian’ 
(RKO). Getting great word-of- 
mouth, which will hold gross to fine 
$12,000. Last week, “Tower London’ 
(U) and ‘Sons’ (RKO) brutal $7,200. | 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- | 


gg RE 


75)—‘Elizabeth Essex’ (WB). Not go-| 


|Santa opposition. 





Kansas City, Dec. 19. 

Shopping season is making its cus- 
tomary inroads into theatre takes 
and bookings are in a jittery state 
along theatre row. Tower and Mid- 
land hold rigidly to their Friday 
openings, but other first runs are on 
temporary basis. ‘Remember’ and 
‘Intermezzo’ sharing billing at the 
Loew house. ‘Gulliver’s Travels’ 
opens tomorrow (Wednesday) at the 
Newman on an early booking. ; 

Uptown and Esquire changed bills 
Sunday (17), bringing in ‘Barri- 
cade’ in both houses after ‘Tower of 
London’ couldn’t stand gaff for full 
week. Orpheum has new show to- 
day (Tuesday) in double bill of ‘Re- 
turn of Dr. X’ and ‘Reno,’ plus 
Dempsey-Willard fight pictures. 

Weather remains unseasonably 
warm and exceptionally dry with 
some daily temperatures over 60. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptown (Fox-Mid- 
west) (820 and 1,200; 10-25-40)— 
‘Barricade’ (20th-Fox). Opened solo 
day and date Sunday (17) and 
headed for so-so $5,500. “Tower of 
London’ (U), got only five days and 
n.g. $4,500, 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,573; 10-25-40) 
—‘Remember’ (M-G) and ‘Inter- 
mezzo’ (UA). Star names here help- 
ing some, but little cure for the 
Low at $7,700. 


(30). 
Music Hall —‘Hunchback of 
Notre Dame’ (RKO). 


(Reviewed in Current Issue) 
Paramount—‘Gulliver’s Travels’ 
(Par) (2d wk). 


Rivoli—‘The Light that Failed’ 


(Par) (2d wk). 

Roxy—‘Swanee River’ (20th) 
(29), 

Strand—‘Four Wives’ (WB) 
(2d wk). 








DET.; ‘CAVELL’ 
FAIR $12,000 


wee 


Detroit, Dee. 19. 
Plenty of gore and chillers went 
on film bills downtown to see if that 
might lure some shoppers. In gen- 
eral, pic biz is in the seasonal dol- 








CHILLERS LOAD 


day (Wed.) for the Xmas session. 


Claiming he must live right, Ar- 
thur Mayer got over $15,000 into the 
Rialto on the first week with ‘Tower 
of London,’ ending Sunday night 
(17). This is the second best week 
in the history of the little house. 
Picture went into its second week 
Monday (18) but whether it will re- 
main all of another seven days is 
not certain. Reason is that “Tower’ 
goes into RKO houses tomorrow 
(Thurs. ). 

‘Remember?’, at the Capitol and 
‘Everything Happens at Night’ are 
major first-runs of the week before 
Christmas that are having their 
troubles. First-named is very bad 
at less than $10,000 on five days, 
while the Sonja Henie picture ap- 
pears $30,006 _ tops. ‘Everything 
Happens’ holds over, regardless, in 
anticipation of a lift Christmas week. 
Two minor new pictures of the 
week, ‘Chan in City of Darkness’ 
and ‘Nick Carter, Master Detective,’ 
are also suffering. ‘Chan’ looks only 
about $5,000 at the Globe, while 
‘Carter’ winds up today (Wed.) at 
the Crit at only about $6,500. 

Strand and Rivoli are both on 
holdovers, but for Xmas move in 
new shows. ‘Four Wives’ and Abe 
Lyman open Friday (22) at the 


Strand, while the Riv brings in ‘Light 


That Failed,’ bought 


mount on Saturday (23). 


from Para- 


\ ‘ . 1 ‘ 9 (Reviewed in Current Issue) ‘ + e 9 e 
Co-Ed, 12446, Destry’ Dual $12,000) ccere:raze om = we 
a ol, We is O00, Herbe , Wind Sails 
ral . Criterion—‘Reno’ (RKO) (20), 
00 - a (Reviewed in Variety, Dec. 13) 
“1 Chicago, Dec. 19. |(U), Last week, ‘Amazing Williams’ Globe—‘Cisco Kid and the 
, Dy . dy, J). a ’ ; It’s the week before Christmas; Allan Jones, plus Johnny Green’s 
With the stores in their glory, the | (Col), $5,600, good. Lady’ (20th) (23). and some of the Broadway first runs} band. First week mighty $52,500, 
“ downtown showcases are taking it) Orpheum (Cullins-Evans) (2,800; (Revtewed in variety, Nov. 29) are limping along waiting for the | second $40,000. 
7 on the chin, sarin, SAS See 8 ce Touhy: oitas Meat Medak te poeeen Music Hall—‘Balalaika’ (M-G) ws killing — the noticnss, but| Radio City Music Hall (5,980; 40- 
int, Sin ’ , 7 Oo ers, mea i : i - a = = 65 -— * i r - 
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ti. {| “ The Chicago held over the Andrews | week, legit “Tobacco Road,’ $6,500, aramount—uliiver's *ravels |\the Yuletide shopping. ‘Gone With| mas shopping but doing excellently, 
| Bisters on the stage, but switched|/very good. | (Par) (20). the Wind,’ which opened last night | first week auguring $88,000 or bit 
in 2 pictures and stage band, bringing in . Strand (Lightman) ee (Reviewed in Current Issue) (Tues.) at the reserved-seat Astor| better. Holds over for Xmas, Last 
' the Harry James ——— eg fer hantag Cavell’ (R He sp Should Rialto — ‘Charley McCarthy, | and the Capitol, latter unreserved, is | week, second for ‘We Are Not Alone’ 
Johnny Davis band. p. mags a oo ioe wyer L ee op a Detective’ (U) (23). terrific competition to face but man- | (WB), not so good, $65,000 but on the 
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ag ine eusvenh session. _ (Par) and ‘One Hour to Live’ (U), Rivoli—‘The Light that Failed’ | that, : a Resahen? dat telaeak Gece mae 
nat ‘Eternally Yours,’ which was at split, $2,000, good. (Par) (23). ‘Balalaika,’ ending its first week | holdover Monday (18) in strong 
F the Roosevelt, shifts to the Garric Roxy — ‘Everything Happens j| tonight at the Music Hall; ‘Great| fashion, probably $8,500 if going the 
ill, = what Is a one-week Fo ge ir ‘ . At Night’ (20th) (2d wk). Victor Herbert,’ with the Allan full seven days. The first week hit 
ion oop spell. Other h.0.s are ‘Mr. — Strand—Four Wives’ (WB) Jones-Mary Martin team which | ver $15,000, second strongest week 
ed Goes to Washington,’ which wi - ended its second week at the Para- | this theatre has ever had. 
uss stick until Christmas Day in_ the (22). mount last night (Tues.); and|, Rivoli (2,092;  25-55-75-85-99) — 
he, Apollo for an approximate, eight- (Reviewed in Variety, Nov. 22) ‘Tower of London,’ currently on its|‘Destry’ (U) (4th-final week). <A 
he (| week session, and ‘Ninotchka,’ which P second week at the Rialto, have had | 800d_money-maker here in spite of 
ate has we ew re — COLD $5 My) Week of Dec. 28 mo trouble with Santa Claus. ee, snangemest. third 
fancy in the United Artists. ‘Another ‘tor—'G - —_" ‘Balalaika’ wi ' _| week ending last night (Tues.) was 
aAS@ Thin Man’ is due to replace the ? amar Pt par oA with the Wind nage = ae olen $17,000, and film goes another three 
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Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) Globe—‘The Big Guy’ (U) |Savo and the Merry Macs, open to-|{70W, Sonja Henie’s latest is hav- 


ing tough skating at $30,000 maxi- 
mum on its first (current) week but 
will be retained for Christmas none 
the less. Last week ‘Barricade’ 
(20th), under $25,000, bad. 

State (3.450; 35-55-75) — ‘Inter- 
mezzo’ (UA) (2d run) and, on 
vaude show, James Barton, Estelle 
Taylor and Ciro Rimac orch. Fortu- 
nate if topping a weak $15,000 cur- 
rently. Last week, ‘At Circus’ (M-G) 
~~ eal and vaude below $18,000, 
mild. 

Strand (2,767; 25-50-55-75-85-99 )— 
‘Elizabeth and Essex’ (WB) and Al 
Donahue band (3d-final week). 
Pushed a third week but not so bad 
at $18,000, following second week 
of $26,000 and first of $38,000, thus 
showing o.k. profit. ‘Four Wives’ 
and Abe Lyman open Friday (22), 
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yine (RKO). Took esheny Uprising’ | $2,500. , (1.800: i on: (MG) aaa Little Terror’ (U), itten out of ‘Victor Herbert’ (Par)| worth pleasant $3,500. Last week, 
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Atlanta Normal Again 
After ‘Wind’s’ Tornado 
Premiere, State Holiday 


Atlanta, Dec. 19. 
This Dixie metropolis of 300,000, 
settled down Monday (18) following 
a four-day jamboree surrounding 
world premiere showing of Selznick- | 
International’s ‘Gone with the Wind’ 
(M-G). High spot, of course, of| 
four-day festival came Friday (15) | 
night with first public unveiling of 
pic to'a glittering capacity (2,100) | 
audience at Loew’s Grand theatre, | 
front of which had been transformed | 
into ‘Twelve Oaks,’ typicai planta- | 
tion home of Old South days. Pa- 
trons paid $10 per seat for preem 
proceeds going to Atlanta Coma 
nity (Chest) Fund. There were ~ 
eral thousand applications for pin 
seat available. 
More than 20,000 Atlantans jammed 
space in front of Grand night of 


preem to see celebrities arrive for | 


screening. Heading Hollywood co- 
tingent were Clark Gable and Vivien 
Leigh, stars of ‘Wind,’ and Oliva de 
Havilland, Ona Munson, Ann Ruth- 
erford, Alicia Rhett, Laura Hope 
Crews and Evelyn Keyes, Atlanta 
girl, featured players. Director Vic- 
tor’ Fleming was on hand, as was 
David O. Selznick and Jock Whitney 
of S-I, and Metro execs, headed by 
Louis B. Mayer. 

Day of premiere was declared an 
official state holiday by Gov. E. D.} 


Rivers, who had as his guests gov- 
ernors of practically all southern 
states. 


Four-day ‘Gone With the Wind 
Festival,’ officially decreed by Mayor 
William B. Hartsfield, began Thurs- 
day (14), when Hollywood contin- 
gent started planing and training 
into city. Feature of this day was 
street parade in which stars partci- 
pated, 300,000 folk .ining downtown 
streets to gawk and cheer. Spotted 
along parade route were 21 bands, 
including 120-piece all-girl military 
band in uniform. Parade ended at 
Georgian Terrace hotel, where plat- 
form had been erected and stars 
and players, including Carole Lom- 
bard (Mrs. Gable), Claudette Colbert 
and Lawrence Olivier, who came 


FILM SHOWMANSHIP 


By John C. Flinn 





Entire film industry will profit from the widespread 
public interest which has been manifested in the initial 
showings of ‘Gone With the Wind’ in Atlanta (15) and 
New York last might (19). News accounts of the 
premiere in Atlanta were displayed on page one of 
some of the metropolitan dailies. It was smart editing. 
Nearly every woman in America who can read news- 
papers has a personal, if vicarious, concern in the love 
affairs of Rhett Butler and Scarlett O’Hara. 

Handling of the Atlanta opening was a slick job of 
promotional work, entailing an unlimited amount of 
dynamite which never exploded until the right mo- 
ment and in the right direction. Although three- 
quarters of a century have passed since the war be- 
tween the states, there are plenty of folks in Atlanta 
who never have seen ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’ and it’s a 


| brave Northerner even today who mentions the Civil 


War until after he is spoken to. Of course, the Mar- 
garet Mitchell novel relates the capture of Atlanta 
from the Southern viewpoint, and therefore ‘Gone 
With the Wind’ has all the advantages of a sympathetic 
hearing. What actually happened, according to a sur- 
vey of the local newspapers, is that the premiere de- 
veloped into a civic event of almost national impor- 
tance. It was the top ballyhoo of the season. 


HIGH-POWERED EXPLOITATION 


Certain underlying causes beyond the great popu- 
larity of the novel itself are responsible for the high 
mark of anticipatory interest in ‘Gone With the Wind’ 
as a film. From the day nearly three years ago when 
he bought the screen rights, David O. Selznick never 
has permitted within or without the trade any slacken- 
ing of discussion on some angle of the projected pic- 
| ture. Russell Birdwell as the Selznick p.a. kept up an 
unending series of press stunts. Selection of the prin- 
cipal players became a national game. Friends and 
families split over the issues raised by comparative 
qualifications cf different artists. Then followed the 


_| casting and the producer’s final decision on the selec- 


tion of Vivien Leigh for the role of Scarlett. 

The inevitable letdown in publicity during produc- 
tion was compensated later on by the national release 
on a given date of still photographs and personal por- 
traits of the scenes and principals. 


All the national angles were drawn together in the 











Metro is taking no chances on 
losing a_ single admish from 
‘Gone With the Wind.’ 

It has sent out notes to all 
censor boards, for whom the film 
must be screened, asking them 
not to invite any strangers in for 
the showing—a fave practice by 
the 0.0.ers when a good picture 
comes along. Exchange man- 
agers have also been instructed 
to allow only their own salesmen 
and staffs to see the film when 
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along for the ride, were introed to 
a milling, enthusiastic 
There followed a press cocktail party | 
in Georgian Terrace’s Grand Ball- 
room that assembled 250 newsmen | 
from this section and faraway points 

limax of the first day’s activities 
came with Junior League’s costume 


ball at 6,000-seat City Aude, pro- 
ceeds going to charity. Kay Kyser’s 
cong pl layed and Kyser m.c.d. Kyser 


sponsored 


os Atl anta Pe 


at City Aude, giving folk who 
couldn’t get to see preem some place 
to go. 


Friday was a day of activity for 


Hollywood folk, they being guests 
of various clubs and organizations 


throughout the day. Parties included 
luncheon given by Atlanta Better 
Films Committee, assembling 1,000 
at Atlanta Athletic Club, and cock- 
tail party hosted by Atlanta Women’s 


Press Club in honor of Margaret 
Mitchell, who is membe of that 
organization. Invited guests were 
confined to members of club, stars, 


S-I and Metro officials. 

Preem that night was a gala and 
festive affair. Despite milling 
crowds and unbounded enthusiasm, 
Hollywood folk were not manhan- 
dled. National Guardsman, extra 


police, state highway patrolmen, Boy | 


Scouts and firemen kept crowds back 

and event was well handled. 
Saturday Atlanta suffered from a 

municipal hangover, but no loss of 


enthusiasm since the regular run of | 


‘Wind’ teed off at Loew's Grand to 
canacity biz. With two shows daily | 
($1.10 afternoon and $1.60 night tops) 
seat sale, all reserved, is well into 
third week. 
‘Wind’ at Grand as long as it does 
business and chances are it will stay | 
here five weeks, possibly seven. 
House is scaled to gross around $5,- | 
000 daily, so first three weeks total | 
looks like cinch to hit or better 
$100,000. 

‘GWTW Festival’ came to close | 
Sunday with presentation of At-| 
lanta’s Civic Christmas pageant at | 
City Aude. 

Four-day celebration was well 
covered by four Atlanta radio sta- | 
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audience. |! 


fol el: ex night | 


they screen it in their projection 
rooms. | 








Each week a poll is taken by Shan- Anderson’s aunt, Elsa Maxwell.’ 
non and a couple of aides through- | 
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me BI Trem ictures tha -eive reates 
(NBC Blue), WGST, CBS outlet, and |v wber of votes are booked. Theatre ‘SPOT ‘SWANEE RIVER’ 
cA tut ' mbe votes a ooked. The 
WATL, indie, which fed to Mutual |_, alg ' 2 ee “a 
h- “y P also furnishes regular ballots to its | 
chain. Parts of celebration got onto ane 1} oul retina 
yatrons and has a regulation voting IT 
nets. Staffs of WSB and WAGA en- |** rate r “4 | E M H HOUR : 
t ; ‘ machine installed in the lobby. 
tered into spirit of occasion by wear- |, . +s : 
— ’ ; Prominent Brookline civic leaders 
ing befo’ de wah’ costumes, some of |. A ne iudeine 
« ace _ ao Y th co ¢ ,. . 
them g wine so far as to sprout chin = i gt a pS tr ping —_ Twentieth-Fox’s Technicolor mu- | 
} . ( % Nn that r¢ > a af ne on . 
whiskers, gen °F sy me " wl: ning | sical, ‘Swanee River,’ will be given a 
| ; poll were our aughters, “Hurrl- | nationwide ai review . Tew 
Three Atlanta papers Constitu- cane,” ‘Stand Up oe Fight’ and , hy vide — a —_ w from New 
tion (a.m.) and Journal and Hearst’ Re or me: , = isnt and | York on Kate Smith’s program over 
As atti, ail « c allt aa SUS . > ane ! 
Georgian-American (now defun¢ t), | sities sis. |the Columbia network on Dec. 29. 
Vi wAGilnws Aiwa ital £10 VV 1€LUl “4% B -—— + T 
| Don Ameche, Al Jolson and Nancy 


got out special ‘GWTW’ editions and | 
celebration was covered by all news 


They Shall Not Pass | Pitt Mgr. Permits 
Customers to Vote 


On Pix They Want 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 19. 





nabe , Br oOo kline theatre, 
ly three days a week, 
| sor mething new that’s getting a lot of 
permitting the pa- 
| trons to book the house, 
Name ’Em and We Play 


‘GWTW’ CASUALTY, 


concentration of publicity for the Atlanta premiere. 
Howard Dietz, advertising and publicity chief of Metro, 
delegated the arrangements to William Ferguson, Wil- 
liam Hebert and E. C. Coleman. Preliminaries were 
laid out weeks before the opening. Principal players 
in the film, including Miss Leigh and Clark Gable, 
made the trip across country from Hollywood by plane. 
Atlanta’s Junior League took charge of a costume ball 
at which the Mayor and Miss Leigh led the grand 
march. Loew's theatre was given a special ‘front’ of 
Colonial design. Newspapermen from all leading Dixie 
dailies were present by invitation. N. Y. Times sent 
on its top news feature writer, Meyer Berger, whose 
two-day accounts were spread on page one and carried 
over with art layouts. N. Y. Evening Sun played up 
the Associated Press wire release of Saturday (16). The 
Times further loosened up with editorial comment on 
the street parade in Atlanta which climaxed the out- 
door festivities. 


PROOF THERE’S SOMETHING NEW 


It is likely to be the experience of ‘Gone With the 
Wind,’ as it unreels itself in key cities and subsequent 
runs, that the publicity will amount to even higher 
peaks than reached at the Atlanta and New York show- 
Immediately set for openings are Boston, Los 
Angeles, Cincinnati, Harrisburg and Reading. 

Interest wil! shift, probably, from the production and 
casting angles to the major issue of the length of the 
film which requires, with intermission, four hours of 
sitting at a single showing. The public’s enthusiasm for 
Rhett and Scarlett will be soon put to the test in the 
New York sector. At the Astor theatre, showings are 
given twice daily; at the Capitol three times, the eve- 
ning show starting at nine o'clock. 

‘Gone With the Wind’ is the complete answer to in- 
dustry apathy, expressing itself frequently along lines 
that the public has lost its zest and enthusiasm for 
pictures, that everything has been done before, and 
that film business is healthiest when pictures are mov- 
ing modestly through the distribution channels. Quite 


ings. 


apart from whatever merits the film possesses, Selznick 
contribution by the showman- 
its present giant com- | 


has made a constructive 
‘Wind’ to 
It has set new standards. 


ship which fostered 
mercial proportions. 


Double-Talk 


Elmer Rice, who for several 
years has been trying to get his 
-laywrights’ Co. associates, Rob- 
ert E. Sherwood and Maxwell 
Anderson, together over a lunch- 
eon table with their 50-50 name- 
sake, Sherwood Anderson, last 
week picked up a volume of the 
latter’s plays in a second-hand 
bookstore, 

He sent it to Sherwood with a 
phoney inscription about ‘how I 
enjoyed your play, ‘Young Mr. 
Lincoln,’’ and signed it ‘Maxwell 


, manager of WB’s 
which oper- 
is trying 





labeling the 














Kelly will come to New York from 


—_ wood to guest-star on the pro- 
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iW wood Style Discs (More 
Than Needed) Give 
WSM ‘Wind’ Premiere 


Nashville, Dee. 19, 

‘Nashville's WSM recorded the 
whole works of Atlanta's ‘Gone With 
the Wind’ premiere Friday (15), 
which stretched over a seven- -hour 
period, and later condensed the show 
into a compact half-hour recording 
which was twice broadcast and also 
fed to a group of southern Stations, 

WSM’s slant was that it had em. 
ployed the Hollywood idea of shoot. 
ing possibly 1,000 feet of film to as. 
sure 100 feet of usable shots. Two 
and one-half hours of recordings 
were made for the half-hour broad. 
cast. 

Working from 7 p.m. Friday unti] 
2 am. Saturday (16), Jack Harris, 
WSM special events director, aided 
by a crew of engineers, made inter. 
mittent recordings of Southerns’ re. 
actions to the picture, critics’ views, 
ete., over a three-mike pickup from 
the lobby and inside Loew's Grand 
theatre. 

Approximately 25 first nighters, 
including Margaret Mitchell spoke 
for WSM. 


DIME ADMISSIONS 
OUT IN MILWAUKEE 


Dec. 19. 

Dime admissions, the cause of ex 
hibs’ headaches for many a day, are 
out in all the nabes after Dec. 31, 
This was the unanimous decision and 
agreement of the Independent Thee 
atre Owners’ Protective Association 
at a full and determined meeting 
Friday (15). 

Houses that opened early at re 
duced admission prices for firsts 
comers entered into a solemn pact to 
discontinue this practice and _ start 
shows at a later hour at prices that 
are to continue for the evening, and 
in consideration of this pledge the 
10-centers agreed to raise their minle 
mum to 15e. A few houses that pio- 
neered a price tilt even before any 
agreement was entered into found it 
so helpful to their grosses that it was 
not difficult for the others to see the 
light and fall into line. 








Milwaukee, 





The chains had already agreed to 
join in whatever action the indies 
|could unanimously agree upon, so the 
| effect of the decision made Friday 
| Will be city-wide. Exhibs are all 
enthused, not only by this action ite 


If, but because it is one of the few 
On which there has been 
| such absolute unanimity among them. 


] 


th 


occasions 


French Pic Preems 


A la Paree in N. Y. 


eee neha feat ar rete ha 

a = the a : pe ver | KESSNICH'S FALL This will be the second tieup be- uled for tonight (Wednesda) ) when 
lA aie See a ae Laid all |tween 20th-Fox and the Kate Smith | /@st Desire,’ French-made feature, 
American critic, writing his last re- | |hour, first having been broadcast of | 9P€™S the Belmont theatre again, 
view for his paper, which folded | Atlanta, Dec. 19. |‘Drums Along the Mohawk.’ ‘ | with a new group of backers taking 
—— — wrote: ; Charles Kessnich, southern divi- | | over the house for six months. 

In all sincerity, permit me t on manager of Metr>, was sole| Besides the customary floodlights, 

say I think David Selznick’s ‘Gone casual] y of four-day celebration sur- | P ? | the premiere is patterned after those 
With the Wind’ is by all standards! rounding the world premiere of | ot 0 Passes | held in Paris, where the debut of 8 
tne greaiest motion picture I ever ‘Gone th the Wind | —S new picture is held at 11:30 p.m. 10 
sav I think it is the most ably Kessnich attended Junior League's | —- | permit other actors to attend. An 
written of all the ‘big’ pictures I|‘GWTW’ costume ball for charity | San Antonio, Dec. 19. other premiere twist is the serving 
ever saw. I am not writing here of Thursday (14), tripped and fell, suf- Francis Vickers, manager of In- | of champagne. 
Miss Mitchell’s book, but of Sidney fering severe head lacerations. He | terstate’s Austin, Austin, Texas, is | ‘Last Desire’ is a Transatlantic Te 
Howard's screenplay—a marvel of, was rushed to Grady hospital and | Varying a familiar gag to make | jease featuring Raimu and Jacque 
expression and compression. I think later taken to St. Joseph's Infirmary. patrons read his newspaper ads. On| | line Delubac. House will u e a Tre 
the new technicolor is the best I| <inansestnieaanasiaiiiiacaeni various days he calls a number o | served sank solicy for the mezzanine 
ever saw...I think Vivien Leigh is} housewives in the theatre's vicinity | wi y ‘ : 


ithe perfect Scarlett O’Hara. I think | B’klyn Bingo 


no other actor (Clark Gable) could | 
have been so fitting a Rhett Butler.’ 

Margaret Mitchell, shy ex-news- 
paperwoman who authored ‘Wind’ 
12 years ago and then hid it away 
until three years ago, made her first | 


Reversed; Test Case 





Conviction of a Brooklyn theatre 


and asks them if they can tell him 
the name of the picture now playing 
at the Austin. 

Those giving the correct answer 
get a couple of passes, 


Conviction 





| the premiere 
Metro plans to keep | 


| Public appe arenes Friday night at 
Miss Mitchell 


‘escorted to the mike down front in 
Loew's Grand theatre by Gable and 
Miss Lombard, and voiced her ap- 


her story. 


Mayor Hartsfield, who acted as 

m.c. in presentation of the Hollywood 
contingent after first screening of 
‘Wind,’ paid high tribute to work of 
Ha = McDani el, colored actress, and 
asked that Selznick and others from 
Hollywood take back to her a tribute 
of praise from Atlanta. 


¥r 


r < 
Sp ae x ae 


 pealitdis 3B 


(Mrs. ! 
John R. Marsh in private life) was | 


| preciati on of Selznick’s treatment of | 


manager last June for operating a 
bingo game in his house was re- 
versed last week by the appellate 
court in Brooklyn. Manager was 
James May, of the Atlantic, wha was 
arrested under*'the lottery laws last 
Feb. 23. Before sentence was passed, 
an appeal aken. 

Court of Appeals ruled that May 
will have to be retried. It was said 


Ww as 


| that Chief Judge Bayes, of Special 


Sessions, who convicted May, had no 


, power, as three judges must sit on 
this type case. May was represented 
by Mei Albert, Independent Theatre 
Owne Association of Iew York, 


| 


\ 


which was using this case as a test. 


FIRST WIS. MOTOR CINEMA 
Milwaukee, Dec. 19. 
First open-air automobile theatre 
in this area was assured this week 
with the leasing of the old dog track 
property on the Blue Mound road to | 





! 


an operating group headed by M. 
Murphy Weiss, of New York. Laca- 
tion is just outside Milwaukee, in the 


| town of Brookfield whose town board 


is drawing up its first theatre license 
ordinance 
project. The 20-acre tract is being 
graded in terraces so that each row 
of cars may have an unobstructed 
view of the screen, 


to give it control over the | 


| Opening attendance is by in\ itation 
only. 


‘Oomph’ Goes Mustang 


Hollywood, Dec. 

Tag on new Republic film. 
; Oomph Girl and the Cowboy, 
| pected to draw a protest from War 
ner Bros. 

WB has built a publicity ca! 
, around Ann Sheridan on the 
| angle, 
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Tough Guys On Tour 


Hollywood, Dec. 19. 
Little Tough Guys of | oe 
Harris Berger, Jack Moran a — 


Chester, open a three-mont 
als tour in Cleveland. 
| Bert Lawrence wrote the ack 
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Wednesday, December 20, 1939 


Xmas Giving Frisco B.0. Honors: 
Bright Boys -Ams Mediocre $13,800 


7. 


PICTURE GROSSES VARIETY 


21. A. Acers Dark, And So’s Biz; 
Hardy Son’ Fair $20,000, ‘Wives’ 
To H.0. on $16,500, Garbo Still OK 











GN’s Angel 


ee CONtinued from page 4__ 


ably $1,000,000 for production pur- 
poses, 








Foreign Films Idea 
Bergere’s scheme, besides provid- 
ing newly made films, is to have GN 
distribute foreign films which will be 
dubbed in English. He has sug- 








San Francisco, Dec. 19. 

A rush of potential theatre patrons 
to department stores in pursuit of 
Christmas gifts, combined with a not 


Key City Grosses 



































fty bill of film fare, forecasts Estimated Total Gross gested several — in the com- * a 
so hefty bill of are, ast This week .......... $1,295,000 pany’s status to Hammons which will ree 
es teat ftices this _— soni (Based on 25 cities, 164 thea- | be acted upon. One of these is to Broadway Grosses Two of inthe oe aes ae 
e gazor boxe a a on & ood| tres, chiefly first runs, including | institute a sales drive. With a three- Bers 

The Warfield got off to a 0 NY week extension it is believed that —— shuttered temporarily, Paramount 
h start Friday (15) with an ae  Y.) the present figures of an $8,000 week-| Estimated Total Gross for one week, to permit remodeling, 
, pearances of Boris Karloff, Belaj Total Gross Same Week Thic wa ¥ 
r Lugosi, Mischa Auer, Nan Grey and Last Near ......... $1,140,800 |1¥ gross can be boosted to $13,000. is Week ........... $246,000 | reopening next Thursday (21) and 
“ John Sutton for one day in connec-| (Based on 25 cities. 163 theatres) _ | Salesmen, feeling they may lose their (Based on 11 theatres) Carthay Circle dark until it relights 
g tion with ‘Tower of London.’ House : jobs any day, cannot make g00d,| Total Gross Same Week (28) with ‘Gone with the Wind.’ 
0 should get fairly good $14,000 for the Bergere told the referee, and if Last Year ..... boeeens $199,100 | Four Star suspends for two days this 
. week. ' granted three weeks will be able to (Based on 11 theatres) week, (20-21) before opening with 
\s Estimates for This Week oOWar = ay or feel temporarily secure. | ‘Mice and Men’ on (22) 
t. Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 30-40)—‘Hardy ' ‘a _ 
Se and Son’ (M-G) and ‘City Darkness’ Dannenberg-Rogers Accord ony ts hed nothing te 
a (20th). Indicate fair $14,500. Last Joseph Dannenberg, attorney for brag about. ‘Judge Hardy and Son 





week, ‘Another Thin Man’ (M-G) and 
‘Henry Arizona’ (M-G) (2d wk), 
good $13,000. : 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
—Bright Boys’ (U) and Dempsey- 
Willard fight (All-Star), plus Major 


Bowes’ ‘Prize Winning Revue’ on 
stage. Looks like mediocre $13,800 
at best. Last week, ‘Allegheny Up- 
rising’ (RKO) and Blackstone on 
stage, fair $15,500. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 30-40)— 


‘First Love’ (U) and ‘Beware Spooks’ 
(Col) (2d wk). Not clicking as well 
as anticipated and won't better $7,- 
000. Last week, nice $13,000. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 30-40) 
—Secret Dr. Kildare’ 
‘Turps Call President’ (M-G). 
for $11,000, which is not so bad, con- 
sidering competition from Christ- 
mas shopping. Last week, ‘Not 
Alone’ (WB) and ‘Heaven Fence’ 
(20th), only fair $11,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 30-40) 
—Another Thin Man’ (M-G) and 
‘Henry Arizona’ (M-G). Moved over 
after two weeks at the Fox. Should 
do pretty fair $6,000. Last week, 
‘Ninotchka’ (M-G) and ‘Kid Night- 
ingale’ (WB), got $5,500, okay, hav- 
ing previously run two weeks at 
Paramount. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
55-75) —‘Housekeeper’s Daughter’ 
(UA) (3d wk). Heading for fair 
$5,500 for nine days. Last week, 


good $7,000. 
Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 30-40)— 


“Tower London’ (U) and ‘Laugh Off’ | 


(U). Seems to be town’s best bet. 
Should do nice $14,000. Last week, 
‘Dress Parade’ (WB) and ‘On Toes’ 
(WB), not so hefty $10,000. 





(M-G) and | 
Look | 


Dual Fair $7,500 





Louisville, Dec. 19. 


with downtown stores getting the 
bulk of the townsfolks’ money, 
Streets are crowded and Xmas buy- 
ing is accelerating at a brisk pace, 
but show shops are getting only mild 
iplay. No standouts in current week’s 
crop and takings are pretty evenly 
divided. 

Roller Derby at Jefferson County 
Armory continues to provide some 
competish to pic houses, while un- 
usually mild weather for this season 
of year keeps « good percentage of 
patrons outdoors, 

Legit is becoming more active 
here. ‘On Borrowed Time’ was at 
Memorial Aude Thursday (14), and 
‘Swing Mikado’ is booked for Colum- 
bia Aude Dec. 25-27. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown’ (Loew’s-Fourth 
(1,000; 15-30-40) — ‘Housekeeper’s 
Daughter’ (UA) and ‘Henry Arizona’ 
(M-G). Fairly even trade after 





| dicates okay $1,900. 
other Thin Man’ (M-G), 

| $1.800. 

| Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Reau Geste’ (Par) and ‘Pack Trou- 
| bles’ (20th). Arousing fair interest 
|and grabbing some shopping trade 
on main stem. Aiming at fair $1,500. 
Last week, ‘Golden Boy’ (Col) and 


alright 





In Punko L'ville 


Looks like a so-so-week currently, |! 





Avenue) | 
| withdraw 


moveover from Loew’s State and in- | 
Last week, ‘An- | 


the creditors committee, who, at the 


last hearing, had asked for liquida- | 


tion, this time joined in with the 
request for an adjournment. Dan- 
nenberg, who had been accused of 
representing both the creditors’ com- 
mittee and secured creditors who 
would gain by liquidation, thus vin- 
dicated his prior stands as justified. 

Saul Rogers, attorney for GN, 


who had been bitter against Dan- | 


CINCY WAY OFF: 
TURPS’ TRIP 
AT $2500 





nenberg, and who has accused him | 


of being desirous of liquidation, ex- | 
pressed a desire to work closer with | 


him, thus ending a possible feud. 


It was disclosed that the RFC ap-. 


proval sent to Washington, besides 
being in conformity with the rules 
of Chapter XI of the bankruptcy act, 
also provides for GN to pay back its 
loan in four years, not twa as origi- 
nally planned. 


Referee Olney then granted the 
postponement with a word of warn- 
ing. 
him aware of the RFC’s final deci- 
sion, and if unfavorable, to notify 
him at once. The same is true of 
any deal Bergere may make or 
from. Should both fall 
through, the referee wants to liqui- 
date at once, so as to have some 
small remains left for creditors. 





Republic oa Prowl For 
Crooner on Horseback 





He insisted that officials keep | 


Cincinnati, Dec. 19. 
Pic parlors taking a. breather 
; while Santa’s aides finish up on gift- 
jing. Only b.o. jingle currently is 
'from ‘Tower of London’ at the Lyric. 
| ‘Housekeeper’s Daughter,’ at Albee, 
,and ‘Remember,’ at Palace, are in 
ithe doldrums and ‘Turps Call on 
President,’ at Keith’s, also is poor. 
| Capitol opens a run on ‘Gone With 
|the Wind’ (M-G) Thursday (21) for 
thrice-daily screenings at 75-$1-1.10- 
| 1.50 scale. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)— 
| ‘Housekeeper’s Daughter’ (UA), Poor 
| $8,500. Last week, ‘Rulers Sea’ (Par) 
season’s low at $7,200. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)—‘An- 
other Thin Man’ (M-G) (2d run) (2d 
| wk). Robust $4,500 following last 
week’s great $7,200, which was aided 
by two-day p.a. of Ann Rutherford. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)—‘Big 
House’ (Mono) and ‘Kid Nightin- 
gale’ (WB), split with ‘Laugh Off’ 
(U) and ‘Call Messenger’ (U). Okay 
$2,200. Ditto last week on ‘Every- 
| thing’s Ice’ (RKO) and ‘Sued Libel’ 
| (RKO), split with ‘Torture Ship’ 
| (PDC) and ‘Missing Evidence’ (U). 


| Business currently 


is having a so-so week at the State- 
Chinese, while ‘Four Wives’ will not 
break any at the Warner 
Downtown and Hollywood. ‘Al- 
legheny Uprising’ opened at RKO 
and Pantages (17). 

Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024; 
30-40-55-75 )—*Hardy and Son’ (M-G) 
and ‘Nick Carter’ (M-G), cual. Locks 
like around $8,000, fairish for this 
time of season. Last week, ‘Ninot- 
chka’ (M-G) and ‘Bad Angel’ (M-G), 
topped $12,500, as indicated. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800: 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Four Wives’ (WB) and ‘Money 
Ring’ (WB), dual. Just fair week 
with around $8,500 but holds. Last 
week, holdover of ‘Not Alone’ (WB) 
and ‘Private Detective’ (WE), just 
fair $4,500. 

Four Star (F-WC-UA) ‘Intermezzo’ 
(UA) (6th wk). Winds up final 
stanza (19) with another $1,300, 
added to fifth week’s take of $1,500. 
‘Of Mice and Men’ (UA) preems (22) 
for indefinite run, 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Four Wives’ (WB) and ‘Money 
Ring’ (WB), dual. Will hit around 
| $8,000, okay considering time of year 
and holds. Last week, ‘Not Alone’ 
(WB) and ‘Private Detective’ (WB), 
on holdover, $4,100. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-40-55)— 
‘Allegheny Uprising’ (RKO) and 
‘Amazing Williams’ (Col), dual. Got 
away (17) to fairly good start and 
should pile up fair $9,000 on sched- 
uled nine-dey run. Last week, 
‘That’s Wrong’ (RKO) and ‘Scandal 
Sheet’ (Col) on four-day holdover, 
weak $1,500. 


records 























oe ‘Fift en tir’ (RKO), mil Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 35-42)—| REO (2,872; 30-40-55)—‘Allegheny 
31.400. ne Se ’ = Hollywood. D ‘Turps Call President’ (M-G). Poor | Uprising’ (RKO) and ‘Amazing Wil- 
xy Loew’s State (Loew's) (3,100; 15- ollywood, Dec, 19. | $2,500, Last week, ‘Amazing Wil-|liams’ (Col), dual. Opened (17) for 
4 8 30-40)—‘Intermezzo’ (UA) and ‘Re-| Republic is whittling down each | Came One big $5,500. as a gs week with around $9,500 
: amber’ (M-G), oe semeene ¢ : : | yrie (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)— | likely. Last week, four-day holdover 
- a agit Pe A Sage Roan cig = oo ae eee xtaliad ” make | «rower London’ (U). Excellent $5,- | ‘That’s Wrong’ (RKO) and ‘Scandal 
he | Last week, ‘Housekeeper’s Daughter’ | °°™ for a fourth, introducing a 500, Last week, ‘Allegheny Upris- | Sheet’ (Col), fair $2,500. 
(UA) and ‘Henry Arizona’ (M-G),|new star for whom the studio is;i"&’ (RKO). scalped at $3,200. State (Loew-Fox) (2,414; 30-40-55- 
; | nies Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)—‘Re- | 75)—‘Hardy Son’ Ye NT; 
to chalked up good $8,500. | searching. | ber’ (M-G). Awful $6 75)—Hardy Son’ (M-G) and ‘Nick 
aa © Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 15- | ag |member’ (M-G). Awful $6,500. Last | Carter’ (M-G), dual. Town's solo 
na | eae 30-40 )—‘Mad Empress’ (WB). Rated | Plan is to cut the Gene Autry, Roy | $8.000 Daytime Wife’ (20th), ns-h.|/jeader but n 9t very healthy at 
@ . : a eer eel ing | Rogers and Three Mesquiteers from | 98,990. $12,000. Last week, ‘Ninotchka’ (M-G 
: ston, Dec. 19. as tops in town by cricks but pulling | + C ) 1 S : 2,000. Last week, ‘Ninotchka’ (M-G) 
oo Xmas shopping age oe matinee | only mild $2,600. Last week, ‘Dr. X’| eight to six pictures annually. Ad- | ngorubert | (RKO) | (2,150; 35-42)— | and ‘Bad Angel’ (M-G), neat $14,400. 
all | ae | reni iz| (WB) lightweight side at $2,500. | dition of » series of six would | NOt Alone’ (WB). Sorry $4,000. Last| ,,_. i eM Mat A gaa 9 
trade noticeably but evening biz} ‘ , on lightweight side a oe | Clon Of a new series Of six would} week ‘Jamaica Inn’ (Par) (2d wk), | , United Artists (F-WC) (2,100; 30- 
ite. | holds ‘ell. In this week's crop,| Rialte (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 15- | preserve the present yearly quota of gy eee BT an, Wo? | 40-55)—'Ninotchka’ (M-G) ¢ d ‘Bad 
f olds up well. In this week's Pp, e!. ‘shts’ (Par) q E yeatty q | poor $3,000 after okay $6,500 on first | ee Se ae ee 
wey ‘Destry Rides Again’ is the best bet, 30-40)—Night Nights’ (Par and | 24 westerns, week Angel’ (M-G), dual. Holding firm 
en | with ‘Eternally Yours’ second. | ‘Honeymoon’s Over’ (20th). Feeling | ; on moveover and should add another 
m. ‘Gulliver's Travels’ and ‘Gone with | effect of pre-Christmas atmosphere. | | $4,000 to first-run take. Last week, 


ind’ open same day, Thursday! Probably $5,500. fair. Last_ week, |‘Housekeeper’s Daughter’ (UA) 
the W Pp ; 





and 
(21). Advance on ‘Wind’ is good at| ‘Rulers Sea’ (Par) and ‘Carters’ © ° ‘Honeymoon’s Over’ (20th), weak 

Sited srines (Rep), light $4,000. | iit sets as JINX $2,500. 
Estimates for This Week Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400: 15- Wilshire (F-WC) (2.296: 30-40-55- 
Boston (RKO) (3,200; 25-35-40)— | 30-40)—‘Hitler-Beast Berlin’ (PDC) 65) —- ‘Ninotchka’ (M-G) ‘and ‘Bad 
y ‘Scandal Sheet’ (Col) (2d run) and | and ae asta ts Gar cee |Angel’ (M-G), dual. Hitting good 
7 ‘If Had Miilion’ (Par) (reissue),} not potent: gn to DUCK | aoe iclip on moveover and should hit 
. avs: ¢ Should wind up with fair $2,800. | ¢ Ps - ° | en On etd te MP ge ay : 
Gual, plus vaude, four days; and] Should wind up with, fair $2000 Canary’-Dead Enders-Gray Gordon Orch Fine $7.200 on stanza. Last week, ‘Another 


‘Legion Lost Flyers’ 








: : 5 | Thin Man’ (M-G) and ‘Heaven Fence’ 
ed- (U) (2nd run). double, three days. ‘Main Street Lawyer (U), good 21 500: Muni Sur rises Wit (20th) (2d wk , okay $4,100. 

en On the tepid side, $7,500. Last week. | $3,600. $ ’ ’ p h $11,000 J 

re, ‘Grey Walls’ (Col) (2nd run) and — 














"Miracle Street’ (Col) (ist run), dual, Lincoln on Weak Side; 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 19. 
with vaude, five days: and ‘Cavell 


‘Twas the week before Xmas and 


on. 1 tective’ (U) day before Xmas (24). 


|Last week, second of ‘Destry’ (U), 


‘Mr. Chips’ Fair $17,500, 


a SLT eee em 











(RKO) and ‘Underpup’ (U) (both | ‘Call Prez’ Poor $2,300 sit alates tae Maw Cie Maceinns “ene fine $6,200. | P A ‘ 
2nd run), dual, two days, $7,500, dis- | Lineoln. Dec. 19 am ee 2 — Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- | Disappoints in Brooklyn 
nts, b, appointing. - ry 7 aa Smith’ R blinking ‘cause business was fine.|50)—‘Not Alone’ (WB). Got rave 
os@ 2 Mind (M&P) eg Rng t! ae = oo ee . tl eins Unusual! but true, with neat grosses| notices yesterday (18) following | aiden 
fa > — . 1 “Lis i he siberty 1 px 4 lez > sitinia” Melk oa eae eae ite .,| Saturday yen 4 @ ha. Ee . hee . 
e = tig si 7h Last row’s attention, but ‘Call on the being banged out ES nerally and the eet st Sea ae sees | . re é ra De : 19. 
Ane week, ‘At Circus’ (M-G) and ‘Bad President’ running way behind. | customary pre-holiday lull entirely ‘to get picture out of way week ong Biz disappoin 3 at Loew’s Met- 
ng | Angel’ (M-G), double, $6,000. bing one — A oy won ote | missing. | fore Xmas. However, it’s surprising ,Topolitan, showing ‘Goodbye Mr. 
ms Kei ») (2.907; 25- | new low in something or otner, 2Y= : or ; , _|them a bit at acceptable ot as . ° ar ‘UTitmnnes Wanichac* Pee 
5-40-55) "Dectey’ CU) and ‘Laugh | ing two days two-for-one and flood- Topping everything is the Stanley, a Wleteten” aheeas ar Gea eee . = W gag —_ - Rede 
Te Off (U). Very bullish $20,000 and ing the town with coupons. |where Dead End Kids in person, | sreat $21 500. ait “| bian Paramount 1S good with Eliza- 
ue- gomured ~ holdover. re week, | Sebendal OFT ht vo oe (750: ‘with Gray Gordon's band, are Senator (Harris) (1.750: 25-35-50) beth and Essex’ and ‘Covered Trailer. 
- owe ’ (U) ‘Amazing | / 4 “iN ODIC$ NEON O! f0VU, iecetin ok. Ce *anary’ winek ter | cc #0 hinwhecke® J Thi eee ah ‘stimates is Wee 
be Williams rey i, pe a $15,500 | 10-15)—'Fugitives Night’ (RKO) and | bolstering ‘Cat and Can ry smartly Pegg a roe week for pic- | E — = Ww sta 
sick Metrepolitan (M&P) (4.367: 25-35-| ‘Trigger Fingers’ (Vic), split with |and pushing house into its biggest) oa ae > tht ot a] an Sticies | Albee (3,274; 25-35-50) — ‘Tower 
_ 40-55)—‘Elizabeth Essex’ (WB) and|‘Cowboy Quarterback’ (WB) and |prve-holiday take in _ history. At | bare dais bt daa ae add lean cae i “as ee ee 
‘Private Detective’ (WB) (2d wk).| ‘Mesa City’ (RKO). Light $700. Last Warner, ‘Ninotchka,’ on a move-over | into vaudfilm policy Xmas day, In| a ee, Ss anaere nec 
Sagging to $11,000. Initial week | week, ‘Riders Sage’ (Metrop) wi from Penn, continues to kick up its | that extended session, Dictrich- | oe gar had hy a eet 
. ’ . ‘ . , y ’ t “ < ® i j ‘ 2ek, av- + > 20th 
Very big $20,000. Blind Alley’ , (Col), sue wi ther h.o., ‘Destry Rides| Stewart starrer looks headed for |and ‘Busy Work’ (20th), weak $14,000 
; Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- | ‘Stranger Texas’ (Col) and ‘His Ex- | heels and another h.o., ‘Destry ; $3,700, not bad at all. Last week.|~— usy , re eae eee 
55)—‘Eternally Yours’ (UA and citing Night’ (U), slowed down, $700. | Again,’ from Alvin to Senator, is do-| ‘pi rricade’ (20th), poor $1,400. "| Met (3.618; 25-35-50) — ‘Goodbye 
— ‘Blondie Baby’ (Col). Medium taker,| Liberty (NTI - Noble - Federer) ing okay at latter spot in third week . -— ne Mr. Chips’ (M-G) and ‘Witness Van- 
around : (1.000: 10-25-40)—‘Mr. Smith’ (Col) | ~° ; Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— | ishes’ (U). Fair $17,500 is disappoint- 
9. hind $13,500. Last week ‘Another | (1.000; ; 'downtown. ‘We Are Not Alone’ is|‘Cat Canary’ (Par) and Dead End/ ; a. ‘Ctienian’ 
in Man’ (M-G d ‘Winter C (24 wk). Very good $3,300. Last 7 4 jing. Last week, ‘Circus’ (M-G) and 
rhe val’ (UA) aa aa | week. $4,300, very nice. |}more than holding own at — rey Ng g os og _ ae | ‘Intermezzo’ (UA), fair $17,000. 
exe Pa : 1797: 95-25- febraska (LTC-Cooper) (1.236: 10-| since it was primarily given this ek in house’s history an (4.196: 95-35-50)—'Fliz~ 
jare ite ee Cay end Thins wir |%8 40) Ca President’ (M-G). Quite week because of an accepted anti-| Dead Enders getting most of credit, | att tee “WD” and gc! 
(Par ‘ ’ 90. | b. , ‘Another Thin | b.o. theme, with ‘Amazing Mr. Wil-| although Gordon orch is growing in| 7 "7" or* ako 
. Looks pale, about $6,000. bad, $2,300. Last week, */ i. eee opularity here and pict - 1]| Trailer’ (Rep), First-rate $20,000. . 
ign | Last week, ‘At Circus’ (M-G) and| Man’ (M-G ), stretched into 10 days, | liams’ dittoing at Alvin. ea Sock ry ae a S \fast week, ‘ar. Saute’ (Celb wna | 
»ph’ maneel (M-G), good $8,200. | picked -? ae eee (1.900: 10 Estimates for This Week ‘Disputed Passage’ (Par) and Jimmy | Fy i aaa (Col) (3d wk), swell 
. * = = | “J oe ( q mR ° - 3 Ms ¢ H ). 
pet Alone’ (WB) a Real Glory” | 25-35) Dress Parade’ (WB). Good | | Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50 on | en = 518500" - sight Fox (4,089; 25-35-50)—‘Cat Canary’ Hi 
t ar) (both 2 | $3 eek, ‘Remember’ (M-G) | ‘Amazing illiams’ (Col), oan ae pu, ‘ ve ne we rs iy te f 
r i, Last week, ““Dispited | split with “Barricade ae 5 ee — pon age ras rot ne we oe | ae (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50) Opened Dec 1 ona drew fine $18,000, ia 
sage’ ‘ ols rated only so-so, but manag Sl ee. UU, 29-99-00 J— 4 — ; ‘ aii a \3 
(Par Pees eo ek Seer | cow . )| by ver nicel . Should settle around | ‘Ninotchka’ (M-G), Moved here after | holding over. Bi i 
9 } ) (both 2nd run), dual, $4,500 Varsity (NTI - Noble - Federer) | by very y | : = 
: ' State (Loew) (3,600: 25°35 40-55) | (1.100: 10-20-25)—‘Espionage Agent’ | $4,500 mark, which isn’t bad at all) big stanza at Penn and still socko in| Strand (2.870; | 25-35-40)—‘Smash- ; 
res, —Ete , seh’ ck wee | ca ‘Fivy * (Gol). | for this time of year. House shoving|second week. Geared to do at least! ing Money Ring’ (WB) and ‘Laugh 
Tnally Yours’ (UA) and ‘Blon-|/(WB) and ‘Five Peppers’ (Col). | for this tm J lly’ | $6 “(U Sati -y $5 
aly die Baby” (Col) Medium $9 se two-for-oned, so take down to/in twin-bill of ‘Shipyard Sally’| $6,000 here and may even shoot Off’ (U). Satisfactory $5,000. Last 
on- ast week hold , 7 $9,500. san és bee vast ‘week ‘On Toes’! (20th) ‘Too Busy to Work’ (20th); above that. Last week, ‘What Life’; week, ‘Road Glory’ (20th) (reissue) 
in Man’ (M-G) and § of ‘Another | short $ ‘d ‘W; Case’ (GB) $1,400, | Thursday (21) for three days only,| (Par) and ‘Kid Nightingale’ (WB), | and ‘Television Spy’ (Par), poor $3,- 
val’ (UA), $8 500 and “Winter Carni- | cane 4... are Case’ (GB), $1,200, lopening ‘Charlie McCarthy, De-| nice $4,700. | 500. 





ALAR 
nanan a: 


~ 


a 


7 
7 
“ 
ee 
sw 
ae % 
es $ 





on LS 
amen — = oi Ps Dae te ee +> eee Sa ab Se 4 es 


10 VARIETY 








PICTURE GROSSES 


5 a hee ste LRP 





Wednesday, December 20, 1939 








Xmas Catches Up With Philly B.0s; 
Remember, 126, Tower, 106, N.G. 


! 
lweek. ‘Remember’ (M-G) and ‘Bad 











Philadelphia, Dec. 19. 


- Angel’ «M-G), $7,000, n.s.h. 

The annual pre-Christmas letdown Paramount (Blank) (3,000; 10-25- | 
has hit downtown Philly theatres 40)—Ninotchka’ (M-G) and ‘City 
and biz has dropped with a sicken- Darknees Mage 44) vy et nee 

iol oT ‘ 2o, ’ ike 4as 
ing thud. Scarcity of good product ane moveover of ‘Another Thin 
Man’ (M-G), from Omaha, and “Day- | 


isn't helping the situash any, most 
of the heavy ammunition being held 
back to garner the big holiday coin. 

Only showing any 


Time Wife’ (20th), from Orpheum, | 
ordinary $5.000 in six days. ewes 
State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-25-35) 


house sem- 


‘South Border’ (Rep) and ‘Main 
blance of profit is the Karlton, with Street Lawyer’ (RKO), dual first- 
a second run of ‘We’re Not Alone,’ | runs. Okay $1,500. Last — 
and the Stanton, featuring the ‘Cisco | ‘Jeepers Creepers (Rep), first-run, 

and ‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ (20th), 
Kid and the Lady’ and the Dempsey-  cnjjt with ‘Chan Treasure Island’ 
Willard fight pictures. On the sad (20th), first-run, and ‘Dust Destiny’ 


(WB), $1,000, so-so. ; 
Town (Goldberg) (1,250; 10-20-25) 
—Cowboys Texas’ (Rep), first run; 


list are ‘Barricade’ at the Fox; ‘Re- | 
member’ at the Boyd and ‘Tower of | 
London’ at the Aldine. ; "un, 
: . Ww |‘Real Glory’ (UA) and ‘Dust Destiny 
Estimates for This Week | (WB), tripler, split with ‘Overland | 
Aldine (WB) (1,303; 32-42-57-68)— | Mail’ (Mono), ‘Everybody's Hobby 





‘Tower London’ (U). Names of| (wp), first-runs, and ‘Hollywood | 
Rathbone and Nan Grey evidently | Cavalcade’ (20th), tripler. _ Good | 
not enough marquee draw. Will)s1100. Last week, ‘Saga Valley’ 


barely gross $10,000. Last week, ‘Not! (Rep), ‘Girl Rio’ (Mono) and ‘Stunt | 
Alone’ (WB), nice $8,900 for second | pjjot’ (Mono), first-run tripler, split | 
week. |with ‘Death Rides Range’ ‘Cap),| 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 32-42-57) | ‘Escape’ (20th), first runs, and ‘Rains | 
—‘Disputed Passage’ (Par) (2d run).| Came’ (20th), tripler, $1,200, nice. | 
Just about par for this indie house | 
with about $2,800, after so-so first 


run at Fox. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 32-42-57-68)— 
‘Remember’ (M-G). Feeling Yule 
lull badly with pallid $12.000 in the | 
offing. Last week, ‘Ninotchka’ 
(M-G), hefty $10,100 for third trip. 
‘Judge Hardy and Son’ (M-G) opens 
here tomorrow (Wed.). 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 32-42-57-68) — 
‘Barricade’ (20th). Baxter-Faye team 





BESTS SANTA 


GARBO, $18,500, 


‘Man Dared’ (Par) (3d week). Poor 
$1,800 after fair $2,500 last week 
(2d). 


Cinema de Paris 


7 


(France-Film) 


(600: 25-50)—‘Entente Cordiale’ (3d 
week). N.g. $1,000, after so-so $1,600 
last week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 25- 
'34)—'Femme du_ Boulanger’ and 
|‘Sommes-Nous Defendus.’ Dropping 


to $3,500, poor. Last week, ‘Maison 


de Malpais’ and ‘Adieu Vienne,’ just | $5,600. 


fair $4,000. 


Indpls. Biz Brutal, 
But Orrin Tucker, 
‘Cafe OK $14,500 


Indianapolis, Dee, 19. 


Theatre managers in the downtown | 


sector are trimming ledgers this 
week in traditionally pre-Christmas 
red. Only exception is the Lyric, 
with Orrin Tucker’s, which is top- 
ping gross of last year by about 25%. 
Film houses languish in Xmas shop- 
ping doldrums. Indiana feels pres- 
sure most with ‘Tower of London’ 
and ‘Night of Nights,” which are 
making even the ushers lonesome. 
Circle is quiet with ‘Allegheny Up- 
rising’ and ‘Flving Deuces.’ Loew's 
is weak with ‘Intermezzo’ and ‘Re- 
member.’ 

Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-30- 
)—'Germany Surrendered’ (Indie) 
and ‘Beware Spooks’ (Col). Mild 
$2,000. Last week, ‘Beast Berlin’ 
(Indie) and ‘Big Guy’ (U), weak 
$1,800. 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 


40)—‘Allegheny Uprising’ (RKO) 
in bandit drama not attracting much and ‘Flying Deuces’ (RKO). Poor 
attention. Adverse criticism by pic e $4,500. Last week, ‘Eternally Yours’ 
ganderers of the dailies likewise (UA) and ‘Reno’ (RKO), anemic 
hurting. Poor $10,400. Last week $4,600. 


‘That’s Wrong’ (RKO), much better 
with $14,100. Sonie Henie’s ‘Every- 
thing Happens at Night’ (20th), , . 
opens Thursday (21). Pre-Christmas bugaboo, judging 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 32-42-57-68) | from local situation this week, is | 
—‘Not Alone’ (WB) (2d run). Muni| what you make it. Spots which de-| 
starrer only bright spot in  this| fied it with sock attractions are get- | 
week's picture with nice $4,800, after | ting plenty and those which bowed | 
successful two weeks at Aldine. Last |to tradition are in the traditional 





Washington, Dec. 19. 








|Last week, ‘Day-Time Wife’ 


Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 
40)—Tower London’ (U) and ‘Night 
of Nights’ (Par). Very poor $3,500. 
(20th) 
and ‘City Darkness’ (20th), also in 
red with $4,500. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40)— 
‘Intermezzo’ (UA) and ‘Remember’ 
(M-G), Feeling the general slump 


Mpls. Not So Bad: Cagney, $16,000, 
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| 
| 
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| 
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Good, Marines -Vaude N.G. $3.50¢ 





Last week, ‘You’re Wrong’ 
(RKO) and ‘Sons’ (RKO) (2d wk), 
nice $5,400. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 
50)—'Another Thin Man’ (M-G) and 
‘Grey Walls’ (Col) (3d 
wk). Still strong, $2,500. Last week 
(2d), swell $3,800, 

Fay'’s (Indie) (2,000; 
‘Big Guy’ (U) and vaude. Most 
consistent house stepping along to 
fair $6,000. Last week, ‘Dr. X’ (WB) 
and vaude, fair $5,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Dress Parade’ (WB) and ‘Missing 
Evidence’ (U). Catching enough cus- 
tomers to ring up fair $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Day-Time Wife’ (20th) and 
‘Hornleigh Vacation’ (20th), poor 


$5.000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Remember’ (M-G) and ‘Henry Ari- 
zona’ (M-G). Notwithstanding title, 
house hoping to forget this one 
quickly. Poor $8,000. Last week, 
‘Eternally Yours’ (UA) and ‘Be- 
ware Spooks’ (Col), another weakie 
$10,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Night Nights’ (Par) and ‘Llano Kid’ 
(Par). Poor $4,000. Last week, 
‘Amazing Mr. Williams’ (Col) and 
‘Miracle Main Street’ (Col), nice 
$6,500. 





CALLOWAY UPS 


REMEMBER’ T0 
206 IN BUFF 


Buffalo, Dec. 19. 

This town is adding poison to one 
of the worst theatre weeks of the 
year by over-reaching on its Christ- 
mas shopping splurge, with down- 
town merchant groups vieing with 
each other in special attractions and 
lighted and decorated streets to at- 
tract the public. Boxoffice figures 
look like a row of Singer’s midgets 





Only Cab Calloway at the Buffalo 
is up there at all and he is far out 
in front of the rest of the field. 


week, ‘Housekeeper’s Daughter’ | doldrums. | with puny $6,300. Last week, ‘House- 
(UA) was also forte with $4,100 for| ‘Ninotchka, at Palace, is easy | keeper’s Daughter’ (UA) and ‘Henry 
second week of subsequent run! leader as only new pic of any im-| Arizona’ (M-G), below average 
showing. portance. ‘Destry Rides Again,’ now | $7,999, ’ — 

Keith’s (WB) (1,870; 32-42-57-68)|in its second week at Keith's, is Lyric (Lyric) (1,900; 25-30-40)— | this week 
—‘That’s Wrong’ (RKO) (2d run).| second best moneymaker. Both pics |‘Cafe Hostess’ (Col) snd Orrin : 
Not hurt as much as the rest. Fair | benefited plenty from being in town/Tycker’s orch on stage. Money in 
$4,200. Last week, ‘Secret Kildare,’ | simultaneously, critics — have fun|the bank with nifty $14,500. Last 
poor $3,600. analyzing ‘the new Dietrich’ and/ week, ‘20,000 Men’ (20th) and Ted 


Stanley (WB) (2,916; 32-42-57-68) | ‘the new Garbo’ against each other. 
— ‘Another Thin Man’ (M-G) (2d| Only other newcomers are at two 
wk). Unable to hold the fast pace | vaude spots, ‘Barricade’ at Capitol 
set in initial sesh. Poor $9,600 after | and ‘Amazing Mr. Williams’ at Earle, | 
bullish $17,200 in opening cantor. and, with no names to help ’em out | 

Stanton (WB) (1,457: 32-42-57) —|on the stage, both are muddling | 
‘Cisco Kid Lady’ (20th), Dempsey- | miserably. 

Willard fight pic. Ballyhoo by local } Estimates for This Week 


sports writers for the resurrected Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-40-66) 


fight film building week up to nice} ‘Barri ’ re , 
+ TS a? ee : —‘Barricade’ (20th) and vaude. Faye 
$5,800. Last week, ‘Mr. Smith’ (Col). and Baxter, with no help from stage, | 


splendid $6,200 for second-run show- | suffering with pitiful $11,500. Last | 
Studio (Goldberg) (398: 32-42-57) | Week» ‘Eternally Yours’ (UA) and 
—‘Return Frog’ (Sel) and ‘Demon vere Loo Vs peeag’ (1.234: 25-40)— 
Barber’ (Sel) (2d wk). H.o. of this | macuae” + eng (20th) ar cant 
lecfe ton?’ ry > ph aw Me l bh 
ton a agg ng Bar bir - he — a Back downtown fer good $5,000. Last 
ee ee ea E * Utetide stump. set! week, ‘Babes Arms’ (M-G) (2d run), 





| p.a., light $12,000. 


Keith’s (RKO) (1.830; 35-55)-— 


(2,242; 35-55)— 














| Sea’ (Par) and Charlie Butterworth | 


Sock bally, re-/} 


for nice $3,500 after strong $4,000) ~: ges : 
opening week. Will be held third | nice $6,000 for six days. 
|‘Amazing Williams’ (Col) and vaude. 
| No-name vaude leaves pic heading 
() h 4 T | for sickly $11,000. Last week, ‘Rulers 
Maha s lemp. 
| ‘Destry’ (U) (2d wk). Holding despite 
>] pre-holiday tradition to good $8,000. 
@ ‘Last week, strong $13,500. 
9 eVe S Own; | Met (WB) (1,600; 25-40)—‘Beware, 
| Spooks’ (Col). Joe E. Brown won’t 
6 5 top weak $3.000. Last week, ‘Dr. X’ 
Tower Sh mLI Palace (Loew) 
>] 9 ‘Ninotchka’ (M-G). 
views and word-of-mouth pushing it 
° toward swell $18,500. Last week, 
Omaha, Dec. 19. {| $10,500. 
Grosses are dropping while the | 
mercury climbs here, with unseason- | e ' 
ably hot weather, combined with M R d: 
ontreal a Riot of Red; 
ice. R b ? NG 4 
“Tower of London’ is the town’s | emem er oU. $ 000 
big surprise at the Omaha, but still 
getting only a fair take. 
Avenue - Dundee - Military 
berg) (800-600-950; 10-25) — ‘Real 
Glory’ (UA) and ‘Underpup’ (UV), 
dual, split with ‘Miracles’ (M-G) and 


sesh. Earle (WB) (2,216: 25-35-40-66 )— 
(WB), nice $5,600. 
“‘Housekeeper’s Daughter’ (UA), light 
Xmas shopping, putting b.o. takes on 
Estimates for This Week 
‘Unmarried’ (Par), dual. N.S.2., 


$1,500. Last week, ‘Hollywood Caval- | 


cade’ (20th) and ‘Dust Destiny’ 
(WB), dual, split with ‘Hawaiian 
Nights’ (U) and ‘Came Out’ (M-G), 
duai, fairish $1,600, 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250: 10- 
25-35-40) —‘Dr. X’ (WB) and ‘Cafe 
Hostess’ (Col), dual. Poor $3,500. 
Last week, ‘Amazing Williams’ (Col) 
and ‘Sons’ (RKO), $5,000, nice. 


Omaha (Blank) (2,000; 10-25-40)— | 
‘Tower London’ (U) and ‘Laugh Off’ | 
(U), dual. Town’s best at fair $6,500 


in six days. Last week, ‘Elizabeth 


Essex’ (WB) and ‘Blue Grass’ (WB), | 


six days, $7,000, mediocre. 
Orpheum (Blank) (3,000; 10-25-40) 


—‘Barricade’ (20th) and ‘Little Acci- ! 


dent’ (U), dual. Poor $6,000. 


(Gold- | 





Montreal, Dec. 19. 
Current is blackout week for the 
main stems, with three h.o.s and a 
balance of so-so pix that will barely 
gross total of $20,000 for the 
English and two French theatres. 
Estimates for This Week 
Palace (CT) (2,700° 25-45-55)— 


| ‘Daytime Wife’ (20th). Very poor at | 
| probable $4,000. 


| 


| $9,000 last week. 


i 4 Last week, repeat 
of ‘Lion Wings’ (UA). poor $4,500. 


Capitol (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Each Dawn’ (WB) (2d week). Fair 
$4,500 best estimate. Very good 


five | 


Weems’ orch, okay $11,000. 


YULE HURTING DENVER; 
‘DAUGHTER’ OK $9,000 


Denver, Dec. 19. 

With Xmas shopping evidently oc- 
cupying nearly everybody in town, 
all the first-runs are no better than 
|}average. Some are even below. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
| ‘Elizabeth Essex’ (WB), after week at 
|Denver. Good $3,500. Last week, 
|‘Eternally Yours’ (UA), after week 
at Denver, fair $3,000. 
| Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) 
|—‘Ninotchka’ (M-G) and ‘Sued Libel’ 
(RKO) (2d wk). Moved here after 
week at Orpheum. Fair $2,500. Last 
, week, fair $2,000. 
| Denham (Cockrill) (1,400; 
40)—‘Neighbors, the Carters’ (Par). 
Poor $4,000. Last week, ‘Geronimo’ 
(Par), good $5,000 in second week. 








25-35- 


Denver (Fox) (25-35-40)—House- 
keeper’s Daughter’ (UA). Pulling 
good $9.000. Last week, ‘Elizabeth 
Essex’ (WB), good $9,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600: 25-35-40) 
—Another Thin Man’ (M-G) (2d 


wk) and ‘Secret Dr. Kildare’ (M-G). | 


Fair $8,500. Last week, ‘Thin 
and ‘Meet Christian’ (RKO), 
$12,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200: 25-40)— 
‘Beware, Spooks’ (Col), after week 
at Rialto, and ‘Dress Parade’ (WB). 
Good $4,000. Last week, ‘Intermezzo’ 
(UA) and ‘Kid Nightingale’ (WB), 
| fair $3,500. 
| Rialto (Fox) (878: 25-40)—‘U-Boat 
}29° (Col) and ‘Honeymoon’s Over’ 
| (20th). Fair $1.700. Last week, ‘Day- 
| Time Wife’ (20th), after week each 
|} at Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Beware, 
Spooks’ (Col), good $2,000. 


Man’ 
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lat Lakes, 


‘Housekeeper’s Daughter’ twinned 
with ‘Our Neighbors, the Carters’, 
also moving. slightly 
against tide. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-55)— 
‘Remember’ (M-G) and Cab Callo- 
way’s orch. Doing very well, con- 
sidering everything, and may go to 
excellent $20,000. 
otchka’ (M-G), good $13,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 30-50) 
—‘Housekeeper’s Daughter’ (UA) 
and ‘Our Neighbors’ (Par) Hold- 
ing up and looks like fair enough 
$7,500. Last week, ‘Eternally Yours’ 
(UA) and ‘Secret Kildare’ (M-G), 
neat $9,500. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100: 25-35)—‘Night 
Nights’ (Par) and ‘Television Spy’ 
(Par). Sliding and will 
get only around $4,500, poor. 
week, ‘Barricade (20th) and 
Place Go’ (WB), weak $5,600. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300: 25-35) 
—‘Blondie Baby’ (Col) and ‘Trapped 
Sky’ (Col). Very slow, maybe $4,- 
500. Last week, ‘Mikado’ (U) and 
‘One Hour Live’ (U). nothing to 
crow about at over $5,000. 

20th-Century (Dipson-Basil) 
000; 25-35)—‘Mutiny Big 
(Monc) and ‘Blue Grass’ (WB). 
Dragging bottom for probably 
around $4,000. Last week. ‘Main 
Street Lawyer’ (Rep) and ‘On Toes’ 
(WB), $4.500. 


Last 
‘No 


(3,- 
House’ 


“BLONDIE’-LOCAL TALENT 


GOOD $13,000 IN BALTO 


Baltimore, Dec. 19. 
General Ietdown all around here, 
with shifting of product to build 


~ 2 


downtown | 


25-35-40)— | 


Last week, ‘Nin- | 


probably | 


, Strong holiday programs not of much 
help. Combo Hipp, spotting in its 
‘annual ‘Baltimore Follies,’ local tal- 
,ent stage flash staged in co-op with 
; the News-Post, as a bolstering fac- 
'tor for ‘Blondie Brings Up Baby,’ is 
topping the doings at hand, followed 


PROV. CAN WELL FORGET i:scistance series" 


‘REMEMBER’, N. G. $8,000, 2o™*iouners.° P° S28 for other 





Providence, Dec. 19. 





Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000: 


15- 
| 25-35)—‘Intermezzo’ (UA). 


Holding 


E : ; |fairish pace to possibly $7,000. Last 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800: 30-40-60) New lows are being registered | ‘ ; ; ’ 

‘Remember’ (M-G). "Poor $4,000. | this week. with only so-so pic fare | VS, waeanan eee 
: ‘ ’ : oing nothing t ti i Bile 44: ’ east 

oe, west, Rulers Sea’ (Par), weak j choppers. & to entice en Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2.205; 

Princess (CT) (2,300: 25-34-50)--| ‘Flying Deuces’ looks okay at | /9;25-35-40-55-66) — ‘Blondie Baby’ 


‘Barricade’ 
(20th). 
$1,800. Last week, ‘20,000 Men’ (20th) | 
and ‘Little Accident’ (U), $2,000, | 
poor. | 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)—~— | 


(20th) and 


Last ‘Housekeeper’s Daughter’ (UA) and! (RKQ), 


‘What Life’ | RKO Albee, 
Empty houses point to flop | Man is being held for third down- 


while ‘Another~- Thin 
own week at Carlton. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2.300: 25-35-50)— 
‘Flying Deuces’ (RKO) and ‘Reno’ 
Peppy pace giving good 


(Col) and annual local talent ‘Balti- 
| more Follies,’ staged in co-op with 
News-Post. Satisfactory $13,000. Last 
week, “Three Sons’ (RKO) and p.a. 
|}Of Louella Parsons and her Holly- 
; wood troupe, chalked up extra 
; rosy $16,200. 

' Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 





Minneapolis, Dec. 19, 

Week-before-Christmas got off to 
a surprisingly good start at Several 
of the loop entertainment e€mpori- 
;ums, but the tag end looks like 
pretty much of a blank. It's bad 
enough to have to endure this ad. 
verse influence when there isn’t a 
depression. Under present circum. 
stances nobody’s expecting anything 
but the worst, so that there won't 
be any disappointment or heart. 
| aches, 

Star box-office performer hag 
been ‘Ninotchka,’ marking a_ real 
comeback for Greta Garbo here, It 
clicked impressively during eight 
days at the State and has moved 
over to the Century for an extension 
of its downtown run. 

Among newcomers, ‘Our Neigh. 
bors, the Carters’ has been receiving 
the most attention from the critics 
and, with the extra heavy review- 
ers’ boosting, should be digging in 
for a long World run. ‘Roaring 
Twenties’ and ‘Real Glory,’ at the 
Orpheum and_ State, respectively, 
also are well liked, while ‘Blondie 








Brings Up Baby,’ Gopher offering, is 
acclaimed the best of the series to 
date. Comparative quiet on the 


stage show front is simply the lull 
before the storm, because both the 
Orpheum and Minnesota will pa- 
rade forth top-notch vaude starting 
Saturday. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)— 


‘Rio’ (U) and ‘Private Detective’ 
(WB), dual first-runs, split with 
‘Lost Flyers’ (U) and ‘Inspector 
Hornleigh’ (20th), also dual first- 
runs. Seasonal deterrent holding 
down gross to light $1,000. Last 
week, ‘Television Spy’ (Par) and 


‘Busy Work’ (20th), dual first-runs, 
mild $1,300 in six days. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 25- 
35-40 )—Ninotchka’ (M-G) (2d run), 
Moved here after eight big days at 
State and still doing nicely under 
circumstnaces. After long absence, 
Garbo apparently on her way up 
again. Even in this Scandinavian 
|community she had meant little at 
ithe gate in her last previous pice 
tures. Satisfactory $4,000 in prose 
;pect. Last week, ‘Barricade’ (20th), 
| $3,000, poor. 

Esquire (Gillman) 
‘Nurse Cavell’ (RKO) (2d run) (2d 
wk.). Winds up second canto to- 
morrow (Wednesday). Couldn't hit 
lit off at the Century where it had 
its first-run and hasn't done any bet- 





(290; 25-40)— 


ter here. Poor $400 about all. Last 
week, $600, poor. 

| Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 25)— 
|‘Blondie Baby’ (Col). Series has 


| been popular at this house and pres- 
ent one best liked of all. Despite 
| pre-Christmas influence, takings 


climbing toward good $3,000. Last 
week, ‘20,000 Men’ (20th), $2,400, 
light. 


| Minnesota (Mpls. Co.) (4,000; 20- 
30-40)—Calling Marines’ (Rep) and 
stage show. Management probably 
figured trying to overcome seasonal 
adversities would be futile, so econ- 
'omy was watchword. Poor $3,500 
indicated, making new low since res 
| opening, Last week, ‘Girl Rio’ 
|(Mono) and stage show, including 
| Wally Vernon, $4,200, light. : 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800; 25- 
| 35-40) —Roaring Twenties’ (WB). In 
|\for nine days and really bringing 
\’em in remarkably considering the 
| period. Cagney headed for good $16,- 
000, opening on Thursday and finish 
ing Friday (22). Last week, ‘Thats 


|Wrong’ (RKO), $5,700, okay for 
eight days. 

| $§tate (Par-Singer) (2,300: 25-35- 
40)—‘Real Glory’ (UA). Fine pic- 


ture, but apparently hasn’t the box- 


| office appeal for the fem trad Will 
do well to top light $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Ninotchka’ (M-G), big $9,500 
for eight days. 

| Uptown (Per) (1,100; 25-35)— 
‘Babes Arms’ (M-G) split with ‘Dis- 
puted Passage’ (Par). First neigh- 
|borhood showings. Light $2,000 
|seems about all. Last week, ‘Dust 


| Destiny’ (WB) and ‘Babes in Arms’ 
(M-G), first nabe showings, $3,000, 
good. e 
World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 
—‘Neighbors, the Carters’ (Par). 
| This ‘sleeper’ is being showered with 
| praise and should build and run for 
| many weeks here. Good enough $1, 
800 indicated and undoubtedly will 
| do much better after Christmas. Las 
week, ‘First Love’ (U) (4th wk.); 
good $1,500 after big $2,600 third 
week here and $10,000 and $4,200 
first and second cantos at Orpheum. 


——— 





25-35-40)—‘Big Guy’ (U). Opened 
yesterday (Mon.) after six days © 
‘Neighbors, the Carters’ (U) to n.& 
$3,300. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 15-25-85, 
55)— Everything Happens Nigh 
(20th). Mild going to possible $3, 
500. Last week, ‘Cisco Kid Lady 
(20th), failed to excite at $3,200. 9 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘Dress Parade’ (WB). Open 
ing tomorrow (Wed.) after 10 days 
of ‘Not Alone’ (U), to fairish $U- 
800. 
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S.A.G. Wars 


Continued 





union issue, we believe the unions 
must take the stand that the matters 
are between the law enforcement of- 
ficers and those accused. To follow 
any other cause would be to produce 
jeyastating ammunition for those all 
tog ready and anxious to attack or- 
ganize i labor. 

“rhis issue does not involve wages. 
as the Central Labor Council would 
try to make it appear, The issue is 
solely one of honest unionism.’ 

Kenneth Thomson, executive sec- 


from page 3 


On Rackets 








choose. In the past affiliation has 
proven valuable to the membership 
of the Screen Actors Guild when it 
was beset with troubles. 

‘It is neither custumary nor ethi- 
cal. however, for trade unions 
affiliated with the American Federa- 
tion of Labor to air internal dif- 
ferences in the public press. The 
Screen Actors Guild, we are in- 
formed, apprised the newspapers of 
its action prior to receipt of its let- 
ter of resignation by the Los Ange- 





| minimize the $8.25 call in favor of 
|the $11 check. The Guild further 
| proposes to establish a new $13.75 
| Classification for uniforms, such as 
| soldiers, sailors, taxi drivers, etc. 
| A new section would be added to 
the $16.50 classification covering spe- 
|cilal costumes such as riding habit, 
| ski and ice skating, fancy dress cow- 
| boys, ete. Still another would be 
added in the $25 bracket for mounted 
| jockeys, polo players, low-board 


divers, surfboard riders, etc. Pro-' 
| posed Code changes would call for | 
|payment of $35 check for photo-| 
i graphic doubling, and $25 check for | 


either silent or line bits. 
The SAG is seeking to liberalize 
, the overtime payment by providing 








Phil Reisman Mulls 
Aussie Trip for RKO 


Aussie Sees U.S. Cos. Accepting 209, 
Frozen Co Ruling; 257, Restriction 
In N.Z. May Be Increased Next Year 


— 


Canberra, Dec. 1, 
U. 8. distribs operating in Aus- 
‘tralia are seen agreeing to leave 36 
|least 20% of their rental coin in lo- 
‘eal banks following a conference 


na " , - Co : | ee . : 4 aes | with Federal authorities here. It has 
retary of the SAG, sent the follow- les Central Labor Council. | three-eighths of a check for the first 


‘ : Phil Reisman, head of RKO for-/ pheen said in some circles that should 
‘ng jetter of withdrawal to J. W. . The position of the Los Angeles two hours after eight hours, an ad- eign distribution, who was made a/the distribs refuse a sieoedh 

ae Central Labor Council is that we | ditional one-half check for the next v.p. of the company last week, is|<;, , ; i, 5 
Buzzers: regret the action of the Screen Act-|two hours, an additional 3.4 check 


3 lati Me shin: ton, col with those in monetary authority 
ors Guild and we stand ready at any for the next two hours, and an ad- ee tee Bikiand dare ge | the ante may be raised to 50%. It's 
‘For some time it has been ap- time to proffer our assistance to bet- | ditional full check for the next two | first of the year Originally he had | not thought, however, that the dis- 
parent to the Sereen Actors Guild ter the economic condition of its} hours. This would give the player | planned in aeinkd Seka, eial Cuba tor | "28 would go against the per- 
that the officers and controlling tac- membership. We refuse to engage! working eight hours overtime 258 | sales ecaiiiian thee the press of tor. |e Gret suggested. 
tion of the Los Angeles Central in polemics with it over personali- | days extra pay. periee siness Foseuiins sine Many film execs locally also se@ 
‘ ; , ' : . . : ‘ .|;elgn business in Europe, since} an advance in taxation as a means 
Labor Council have not conducted ties. Our energies are taken up with! Changes will provide 15 minutes eased, forced him to abandon these | tg ease the | : a Seen wt 
affairs of the Council along the lines aiding our affiliated unions to get! rest after two hours work. Players | pjans, | to eas ne pores wae SUCen Car 
of democratic, honest unionism advo- wage increases and better working | doing athletic and other strenuous | as - ‘ nee ,,| tied by the government, with tall 
fee . , eee ; e John W. Hicks, Jr., Paramount's) about that film rentals must be 
cated by the Guild- conditions. | work would receive more frequent | foreign sales chief, and Adolph Zu- upped shortly t eet part of tariff 
‘The Guild has been informed that The Explosive Resolution | rest periods. | kor, ’ Par’s traveling goodwill am-| <™ touts a aie ¢* dl = 
the Central Labor Council has Central Labor Council resolution,' A minimum check of $8.25 is asked | bassador, have set Jan. 12 for their | oe “oll an hog ge rat rd with 
adopted a resolution calling upon which led to the actors withdrawal! for stand-ins; $11 for ballroom | vicit to South America. Both recently | much’ i ass oo peer : Waar 
the Chicago Federation of Labor to and which is expected to result in| dancers and up to $25 for solo or returned from a swing through Aus- racrsan Big = _~ ee 7 penne sie Meri 
intervene with the Governor of renewal of warfare between the act- | step out of chorus work. Rate for sie and N. Z. rit tae ot te -" so fon ‘a wath 
Illinois for the purpose of opposing ors and stagehands, follows: singers would be $30 for work in a pare aaah = oe 


‘Not Along Honest Lines’ 
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, 
> 
the extradition of William Bioff from ‘Whereas, for many years a num-, group of 10 or more voices, up to | fereeagared rage ae sapsendosesl ™ 
California to Illinois on a criminal ber of local unions whose member- | $75 for solo recording. Scale for ice | 9 against *- An am begnay Pire space 
l charge. ships are employed in the motion skaters would range from $11 to = LANGE S REPORT aa see ong monwealth 
3 ‘We regard this action of the Cen- picture studios and which are not! minimums. ; Ss ee ais 
i tral Labor Council as a climax to a a part of the so-called basic agree- | Resignation of Nate Edwards, who | _ 
‘f course of action which will bring! ment, have finally accomplished | succeeded Aubrey Blair in charge of | 9 15> O.K. in N. Z. 
not only the Central Labor Council recognition for their members and, Class B membership, has been ac- KEY T0 YANKS Auckland, N. Z., Dec. 1 
and its members but also all organ- a closed shop agreement from the | cepted by the SAG. | It’s permissible for U. S. distribs to 
~ ized labor into public disrepute. Motion Picture Producers Associa- | Okay Painters Boost take 75% of their rental coin from 
‘The nature of the crime of which tion, which has resulted in several | ; ; j ae |New Zealand, but there’s a_possi- 
a oa. ae oi Pope ites Tee ete e Major producers have okayed de- |bility that next year these t= 
Mr. Bioff was admittedly convicted | increases in wages, and Pee « ok Midian Sisee Paisines | y y pe 
. is such as to stigmatize any group ‘Whereas, these unions have Local 644 for 15 aia ieediaeh. wes |centages bay be rearranged, un- 
A condoning or defending Mr. Bioff. It formed a Conference to coordinate |), Tage i s 95 ~ Deal = = der the government's supervision, 
8 is not the function of the Sereen Ac- their work and protect their mutual | ge — bg S a“ ™ oa Wee Set | eee ss | whereby the distribs will be harder 
t on ba! cone “gg sien ined by Herbert Sorrell, 644 business rep- | hit on remittances overseas 
d ore Sone So PONE On FES Beis OF | Saterents, ane }resentative, who has twice suc- | oC : : — vidiggg hoe 
S, innocence of Mr. Bioff, and it Is ‘Whereas, this Conference has se- seminal tan ‘all met the eet ones _| Latest developments in Spain, as | Right now, it’s very difficult for 
merely noted in passing that he had lected William Bioff, international how hi ir pein omen 4 they affect American picture com-j| anybody to send coin out of N. Z 
j= admitted the essential facts and representative of the IATSE, as its ~~" et 8 oe al; eas sie _ Pele panies, probably will be disclosed | Monetary conditions prevailing here 
), pleaded the defense of ‘youthful in- chairman, and ei ; - = a ses beer —— Ee Cie this week when Fred W. Lange, gen-}| have curbed legit and vaude-revue 
at liscretion.” It is the purpose of the ‘Whereas, since all these unions oe q Ri naan ae Suianece eral manager in Europe for Para-|shows from Australia in playing 
“ Guild to state that it believes labor have been working in cooperation with _witiom yon stating he mount, arrives in N. Y. from abroad here during 1939. 
; unions should not interfere in a mat- with the TATSE under the leader- sta Pen Sie oo case |this week on the Atlantic clipper. asaniimnassacaeineiaail Meets 
n § ter which rests between Mr. Bioff | ship of William Bioff, his work has - ” " ‘ im. ; | Executives are anxious to learn 
at and the law enforcement officers of been such that it had drawn the ad- The new minimum rate for paint- | the possibilities for favorable dis- Murat Plans American 
ad the states of Illinois and California. miration and confidence of the mem- | ers will be hiked from $1.34 an hour tribution of new product in Spain 
se No union issue is involved here. bership, and |} to $1.55 an hour. Decorators will! ynder the Franco regime. On what 


. | 7” 
)y ‘The Central Labor Council con- ‘Whereas, these unions have been receive a minimum rf $1.86 an hour |Qange has to say about the situa- | Pic Sales Campaign As 
‘eives as a primary duty the pro-| in negotiations with the Motion Pic-|and sign writers $2.20 an _ hour. l tion probably will hinge whether or | P d f F 


4 tection of its reputation and the good! ture Producers Association, for in- | Hours and working conditions will| not Paramount will undertake any 
a name of all labor, before the bar of | crease of wages, and |be negotiated after the Christmas production in Spain. 
public opinion. ‘Whereas, at the moment that | holidays. Members of the nego- a 

‘In protest against the Central La-| these negotiations had reached a/|tiating committee in addition to Sor- 





Paris, Dec. 5. 
bor Council resolution in the case of | climax, there came an attempt to/rell were Otto Geiser and Gene ‘LADIES IN RETIREMENT’ French pic actor Jean Murat will 
Mr. Bioff, and to make it plain to} force William Bioff out of the nego- | Price. LM leave shortly for the United States 


law enforcement officers and the! tiations by someone asking his ar- The Screen Writers Guild 


were 
er a ee 

















is spon. | L OKS N G IN LONDON to sell French films. Annabella’s 
_ . ‘ ] »Y- ys sic ‘ > w : reci 
public that this resolution does not} rest on a case in Chicago that hap-|soring a move to yrganize the inde- | -U. 19, ex-husband said that he would visit 
~ } represent the position of the Screen | pened 18 years ago and following his! pendent studio Guilds into a Holly- - . 19 countries in = — anerens, 
: ctors Guild, the Guild hereby | arrest an attempt to have him extra- | woo ‘ounci ‘rafts now consider- carrying with him 12 pix and sev- 
e * ’ z : C incl. [ w consi ! London. Dec. 19 : , 2 
- } withdraws its membership in the dited to the State of Illinois. ing the proposal are the Screen Pub- — maid y . “pe ; ie . eral documentary films. It’s believed 
‘ WwW . ; dies i etirement, a murder ¢, > nart of : ‘mnavganda ni £, 
: Council, effective at once. Whereas, this whole procedure licists Guild, Society of Motion Pic- sAdle non “ 5 ovitiea’ to be part of a propaganda pian tot 
; = aa le pi penerally goot ‘ritic Yrenc co st » 
, | ‘This action has been authorized | seems to have been properly timed | ture Film Editors. Society of Interior Uriller: : i a, <del tans the French government. — : 
; P ‘es folloy yj opening las . , 0 org e ‘hari- 
by unanimous vote of the board of in an effort to break the negotiations | Decorators. Screen Readers Ciuild, | MOU vo ‘cn a: St] Murat intends to organize a chari 
. { } } r Poe ’  Tuesd: ight 2 t the St. James a —— ae o winite — 
" directors of the screen Actors with the motion picture studios and Script Clerks Guild. and Screen Set — day nigt t at t 7 ; ty show in each capital he visits f : 
| tuild.’ the Producers’ Associatio and rot nee owevel white perrormances | the French military benevolent fun 
Guild he Fl ucel Ccialion, an Desioners ; . 
: 4 WwW) ‘ : vere excellent y has little popular 
y Angered over withdrawal of the Whereas, the Los Angeles Central The scriveners also are supporting | “°" = ee ™ 
- actors, J. W. Buzzell issued a state-, Labor Council has worked in close the drive to yrganize the white col- | *PP&4’ _ - ° 
0 ment in which it was plainly indt- cooperation with the Chicago Feder-|jar workers into an industry-wide | War-Time London 
“ cated he was trying to drive a wedge ation of Labor on many matters, | Guild. The office emploves turned Mitty Goldin Revue 
, +} 3 r ° 
0 } between the extras and actors in the therefore lown a proposal to affiliate with 
BY higher salary brackets. The state- ‘Be it resolved, That the secretary American Federation of Labor, stat- Paris, Dec. 5 London, Dee. 5 
5 ment follows: of the Council be instructed to com-/ing they feared such an affiliation! Mitty Gol lin, who has already put Novelist Evelyn Ww iugh, who re 
J° . . mnierate \ +} h Heare 4 9 ° ; P : ‘ : ie : IN C L \ y 44 Wi ° 
In } Charges Convenient Withdrawal municate with the OL ers of the at this time would mean the Interna-!on three variety shows at the ABC cently became a father, has joined 
1g ‘The executive board of the Screen Chicago Federation of Labor asking tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage! since the reopening in October, will a Alenia , 
ne Actors Guild, composed of fiim play- them to investigate this case in Chi- Employes, and that the IATSE would) put on a new revue with the start - 
; - : ee cago and to appear before the Gov- > , iis mer naan 2) eer ‘fore shifting he will put ; 
* ers in the higher salary brackets, eer peace r0V- | mean William Bioff. They added the of 1940. Before shifting I Robert Flemyng, stage and film 
he h Ot te ietitbeaw teem the | e'2 »f Illinois and present to him! workers had nothing but commenda-!on two more vaude shows sce aia eA LED PE Ae 
’ Nas see ( ( AW rhe , oe oe 1, aa “ - r ; . > ; Ap Swarts hes ' ; acto i > soldier, } e lo 
t's ' Los Angeles Labor Council at @ time the labor picture that is involved in tion for the AFL. but that they Revue is by Albert Willemetz and neo “inten gg fer genase 
sOS f 4; S Le 1 . a : x eRe ae . f - ré Sug ‘ 0n ‘istry 
oF when the lower paid members of the '''S ase a! i to show to the governor wanted no part of Biof Pierre Varenne Tice. He quit the Katherine Cor- 
ty : ; \ that the attempt to press William 7.) le 
ho Screen Actors Guild require’ the p 7 : , nell ‘No Time for Comedy’ to enlist 
: 0s extradition at this time has 
ic- support of the entire American Fed- 
, all the appearance of having been me 
Ml d eration rf Labor to pet increased andineéred and % ed bv the enemies >] + a + Ralph _— — nov n Officer 
Wages : _ ; n thea “leet it vi antl 
~ > . lL yn) > 1) . j ; 
st | tion, it refused OF the AFL unions in Hollywoo rencn GOV Cr romises Ald (0 ricture wil = 
j Previous to this action, tt retusea scaped serious inju vhen he had 
00 ' to join the rest of the American Fed Ask Increase for Extras to make a forced lan > to en 
— @ration of Labor unions In the mo- Negotiations between producers and ° ‘ine trouble 
is tion picture studios in the drive for) the Screen Actors Guild have been n sit us es ro a an a nif 
cad > rr .c » o¢ : : 
he a wage increase As a result. the} postponed until next Tuesday (26) + " Most of the perzorme ym ‘The 
100 members of the American Federa-, at the request of Y. Frank Freeman, Little Dog Laughed ind sacl 
ust tion of Labor who stood so solidly of Paramount who said that the Vel t? ha ro led ) , ) 
4 sal vi 
Ar together received a 10% wage boost najor companies are still parleying D D ~ t] \ Loc ys | cert for the Guard 
| 7 t} t » icis ec. tne wa ‘ Dis f > ATM ( v 
’ the lower paid members of the with the tudio painters i . 
. : : : : +e eoucly e SAG ‘lose Another step toward unification of raised recently by the pic industry . ee y 
55) Screen Actors Guild received noth- Simultaneously, the SAG disclosed ‘ , i ning Giraudou: nd t unit Elmer Rice’s ‘Judgment Das vO- 
mn) i i ' f skineg 1 15% wage all the propaganda = services in condemning Giraudoux an us unt ; 
r) I ing. , that it is asking for a flat Wags I t , f hat lustr | j ‘alled a duced here two years ago, was re- 
: nah ' . “ ‘eclassific: “rance was taken at a meeting last or what industry eaders ¢ ex : 
ith j The reason given for the with- boost for extras, und reclassification " “8 C ; f Ne n | failure to cooperate.) vived at the Phoenix. When orig- 
1 1 . TO repels ¢ > ’ SSt¢ or rele > ( Lt : : 
for drawal! fro he Los Angeles Cen-. of extra brackets that, if appr ved wer - ol re pverers oo : ic ; + . 4’! inally performed he the. charac- 
’ rom the -— =e lareer incre » Affairs, which examined work of the Since the opening of the conflict. i 
ag tral Labor Council by the executive will result in even larger increases, |: ss ce eG ' ters were disguised .ow, there is 
4 I szabor Council by the executt informat Bureau. Jean Giraudaux, he added, ‘we have turned out about 
vil ; board ; : Sinwan ‘tor . xither of the two demands is re- | 4nformation But VCAE Naik : ’ o trouble in identifying the Nazi 
t i Ge Moreen Agios und | exper i i the bureau's chief xplained the 200 newsreels while numerous docu- , !'? os ; > 
P ‘ ; ; : . . Sot 4 : “ati 1€ ures s cnief, explk ; -|@ Vor > WwW 5 ar es rOWweVver “2 
- concerns itself with the personality | jected, SAG will insist on arbitration, es niars 1 propaganda picts are leader rhe censor, however, re- 
ols “a1: . f ah Sat ta i< eleine rot -asting WorK O S CiNeiiia, aid alia > ! ! J h Gs re 5 coil 1, 1 + . . tor 
k.) : I asting k of the cinema, radio and pre mental An ropa ( I 3 ) 
of Willi: 3 mi ‘ep- he ¢ 1 also 1S asking that Casting : ised to allow the Hitler character 
ird itiam Bioft, international rep- |) Phe Gur . “ sections of his grou, being turned, all under the auspices , +49 rik 
: 0 resentative for the IATSE calls by Central Casting Corp. be sections o eur s > rie to wear a moustache and a forelock 
20 : " ao oe , | Job ealls ‘Our radio has already produced its of my Bureau 
1m. ‘It is obvious that the executive limited to six hours daily. Job ¢ : ffect.’ | $a 4 “| idition to No one has yet been appointed to sf 
boar . . ° hoe nlare niv betwee the | effect, 1e@ Sale m aadition ( Nf I as Jy ! I ' ; 
sia S0ard of the Screen Actors Guild is would be placed only between : . a Pe Sart ee - - js 7 ’ 
raising this j + : io te fu > b haurs of 8-10 a.m. and 4-8 p.m French, our stations now broadcast replace the bureau’s oni ma hea . LES WHELAN’S ACCIDENT 
, eitts LOIS ISsue aS supter pe DE- | NYUES * lp : than ; Ts neluding Eng- Yves Chataigneux who resignec 
ied r Cause it is ‘ i No casting calls would be made on_ in 14 other languages, including Eng < ‘ Leslie Whel head of foreign ; 
: L Ls S *m- , ASLITTS Cail ; ‘. os : ae » Rare P , t,eSlie ) in nea rt mre ’ : 
of mardi is unable to offer it me! Sundays and holidays except in an| lish, German, Italian, Spanish, Hun- | with two aides. Suzanne Borel, only oane ” nn gl si 
ss — u a satisfactory answer as to, Sundays anc : sh eats were | Gatien Polish Czech. Slovakian,’ woman to pass the French diplomatic publicity for 2 x, W severely | 
td . failed to join the rest ot the CmMeFESNCcy. W an pine <a Me : ‘ B lg - ‘Ss “~ ) Cr t 2oumanian exam is carrying on in his pl ice burned about the ri ht side if the » 
"ice ati > in i lac players ould receive ulgarian, Serbo-Croat, ho ) , alll, Is ott, > . 4 ee Se ae ae ar epee * 
35, ‘American Federation of Labor in in- placed, the —— byw 7 f hours’. Dutch Portuguese and Arabian. Those most mentioned for the post face and right eye last week while at 
, Teasing rs : itic + . ed compensation for ‘out 0 urs aca ‘ : . ' , ae ings a she na firearn Ricu+ee i 
sht 7" 8 ae wae oe oe membx ne. | anee gy — ye lling for adop- Other languages may be added are Henri Clere, deputy and head of ad ju ey i shell in a firearm. Pecu ; 
$3, j -_ ot so long ago it was willing to | calls. Extras are pulling tt agp shortly.’ a production committee: De Carmoy, | liar explosion incident occurred near : 
receiv; rs . : , r this c ve, sinc ey are shortly. , ot hi sw Jersey ; i 
dy a e the support of William Bioff | tion of this change. since . y He then paid tribute to the ‘prog- | author of several anti-American pic ' his Nev Jersey hom 
40 en it was in trouble. now required to remain in telepnone ‘ EL ery eisai: wake a jus- | reports, and Commander Calve, he id Whelan was taken to the Orange 
eat n shere Is nO compulsion about attenda vith Central fon a end promised that the utmost of the army cinema service. Clerc | Memorial hospital, East Oron i 
ays ae h p in the Los Angeles Cen- 12 wours A lay nN sels - Id | i > ’ ‘ino French pro- and Calve are cor idered f 4 ily to ] y will probably keep hin put of 
1l- “i Labor Council. Unions are free not to m Vy jodD , fe ‘ mnlete films started before American interests the office for several weeks. 
9 affiliate or . Th . ‘ ) -pak no ts ducers ‘O] ¢ ; | i yr 
; r not affiliate as they The SAG uso 1 ; 
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‘The Hunchback of Notre Dame’ inevitably must do these 
things: First, it must register so sensationally at the box 
office as to stand out as one of the biggest money pictures 
of not only this but recent seasons. Secondly, it must win 
critical accolades anew for those concerned with its pro- 
duction. Thirdly, it must add immeasurably to the motion 
picture’s dignity as a fine art.” 


“Must take rank as a crowning cinematic achievement 
...studded with dramatic and thriiling highlights...Power- 
ful entertainment upon which the showman may justly 
lavish his best attention with assurance of real return.” 





“Rely on it to be among the top grossers of th 
new year... Direction outstanding... Laughtoi/ 
fine... Maureen O’Hara has plenty on the ball.:;/ 
Deserves extended playing time.” | 





“Almost hypnotic appeal so powerfully dealt with 
heavy grosses and long runs are confidently predi 
able... The performances create an impact which 
haunt the mind of audiences for days...done on a Vas 
scale ... will stand among the screen classics.” , 





“Spectacular... Laughton and O’Hara great ...The 
Sheer immensity of this production and the majestic 
manner in which it has been handled mark it as a 
motion picture of distinction... A masterpiece.” 
Jimmy Fidler: “Laughton’s performance terrific. Tab breathlessly 
lovely Maureen O’Hara and Edmond O’Brien as future stars”... 
Edwin Schallert, Los Angeles Times: “It’s Class A super-plus’”’ 
.-. Virginia Wright, Los Angeles Daily News: “Charles Laughton’s 
performance gives film its quality of incredible excitement”. . . 
| 
| 


Erskine Johnson, Los Angeles Examiner: “Rates high among 
screen’s big pictures of all time.” 
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milla, «© MITCHELL+ MAUREEN O'HARA - EDMOND 
RITICS RADIO O'BRIEN - ALAN MARSHAL + WALTER 
ane HAMPDEN- KATHARINE ALEXANDER 


Produced by PANDRO 5S. BERMAN + Directe d by WILLIAM DIETERL & 
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C—O 
(COLOR) 

Metro-Goliwyn 

Iniernational production Produced by 
David © ~elenick Stare Clark Gable, 
Leslie Howard, Oli de Havilland, Vivien 
Leich Dire cte i Victor Fleming, Secreen- 
play by Sidney Howard, Based on Mar- | 
garet Mitchell's novel Production designed 
by Wil nm Cameron Menzies; art direction, 
ivle Wheeler; camera, Ernest Haller; Tech- 
nicol ssoeciates, Ray Rennahan, Wilfrid 
M. ‘line score Max Steiner; special ef- 
fects } k ¢*oserove Lee ZavitzZ; supervis- 
ine film ¢ ! HH ie Kern: associate, 
Taare EK. Neweor assistants, Riehard Van 
Bnser; KMinest Leadley; dances, Frank 
Flove 1 rin tect ] advisors 
Susan Myrick, Will Price f t. directors 
Erie G Siaceyv, Rideey ‘ llow, bre- 
viewed at Astor N Y., Dec 1s > hun- 
ning time, 217 MINS, 

Brent Tarleton......ccescs George Reeves 
Stuart Tarleton...-.cececes Fred Crane 
Scarlett O'Hara.. sceocees Vivien Leigh | 
Mammy........cseeccee.+-- Hattie McDaniel 
Big Sam... . ee Everett Brown 
Blijah ereeTT tc Zack Williams 
Gerald O'H .Themas Mitenell 
Pork.. aceon ..0sear Volk 
Ellen O'Hara... -cccccrcvees Barbara O'Neil 
Jonas Will Victor Jery 
Suellen OFF eererer ne ..Evelyn Keyes 
Cart O'Hara... c.cccvceses Ann Rutherford 
ual > PeEPPRTRTETer ie Butterfly McQueen 
John. er Tee Cee Hioward Hickman 
India Wil cava Nlicia Rhett 
Ashley Wilkes....-...--. ... Leslie Howard 
Melanie Hamilton.....Olivia De Havilland 
Charles Hamiiton.. Rand Brooks 
Frank Kenne \ eee . :; Tre l Nve 
Cathiee Calvert .ceversese MareeNa Marti 
Rhett Butler....ccecess .* Clark Gable 
Aunt Hamilton ....... Laura Hope Crews 
Dector Mea Harry Davenport 
Mrs. Me ‘eeus@unen .Leona Roberts } 
Mis. Merriwether..+-.ccccevecd Jane Darwell } 
Rene Picord.. eoccce ce Albert Morin 
Maybelle Merriwether....... Mai Anderson 
Fanny [lsing......scceces .... Terry Shero 
Old Levi ; ..William MeClain 
SIMCIO POET. .0 5s cecvesseser Edilie Anderson 
Phil Meade eccocee.dnckie Moran 
Reminiscent Soldier........ Cliff Edwards 
Beete  WACtHRE. ..10+0c00s0e00e on Munson 
cy wl, eee rere Ed Chandler 


A Wounded Soldier....Geovee Hackathorne 
A Convalescent Soldier.....-... Roseoe Ates 
A Dying Soldier... .decccssecs John Arledge 
An Amputation ‘ase. ....Bric Linden 
A Commanding Officer... Tom Tyler 


A Monnted Officer....... William Vakewell 
The Bartender... ...+-Lee Phelps 
A Yankee Deserter....... ..+.- Paul Hurst 


The Carpetbagger’s Friend.Ernest Whitman 
A Returning Veteran......William Stelling 
A Hunery Soldier.... Louis Jean Heydt 
Emmy Slattery........ ..+e.. Isabel Jewel! 
The Yankee Major -Robert Elliott 


Captains...George and Wallls Clark 


The Corporal. ; Irving Bacor 
A Carpetbaeger Orator...... Adrian Morris 
Johnny Gallegher........ J. M. Kerrigan 
A Yankee BRusinessman..,... Olin Howland 
A Renegade ie ere Yakima Canutt 
His Companior ‘ Blue Washington 
Tom, a Yankee Captail Ward Bond 


Bonnie Rlue Butler......... .Cammie 
Beau Wilkes Sareea ...Micke 
Ronnie's Nurse. l.illian 


King 
Kuhn 
Kemble Cooper 


After nearly a vear of actual film- 
editing and scoring, David O. 
Selznick’s production of ‘Gone With 
the Wind,’ from Margaret Mitchell's 
novel of the Civil War and 
struction period, tomes to the screen 
ae one of the truly great films, des- 
tined for 
business everywhere. 
of its production, the consummate 
care and skill which went into its 
making, the asemblage of its fine cast 
and expert technical staff combine in 
presenting a _ theatrica) attraction 
completely justifying the princely 
investment of $3,900,000. 

Although its success at theatres is 
unguestioned, ‘Gone With the Wind’ 
starts its public career as a problem 
child of the boxoffice because of 
verbose footage. Actual 


ing, 


recon- 


record-breaking boxoffice 


The lavishness 


ts 


running 


lime is three hours, 37 minutes 
Punctuated by a brief single inter- 
mission, a viewing of the film be- 


comes an amusement adventure re- 


taining customers at theatres long 
after the established conventional 
hour. Boxoffice turnover, therefore. 


is impossible—in fact, exhibition ex- 
perience in the half-dozen cities 
where the film is opening this week 
and next may furnish the solution 
and groove ‘Wind’ in its best exhibi- 
tion policy, as a two-a-day attraction. 
Because of the extended engagements 
which are certain. even in the small- 
ervcommunities, the film will create 
its own high level of special han- 
dling, and likely as not establish a 
new and more progressive era of ex- 
hibition. 

What is displayed on the marquees 
of the theatre which will show the 
film is the combination of potent box- 
office values, unequaled by any othe: 
film at the moment. Miss Mitchell's 
novel as a best seller is said to have 
exceeded 1.500.000 in sales, and has 
certainly been the most-discussed 
piece of American fiction of the past 
decade. In the leading roles, the 
casting of which was the subject of 
national debate and conjecture fo1 
many months, are Clark Gable. as 
Rhett Butler; Vivien Leigh, a young 
English actress, who gives a brilliant 
performance as Scarlett O'Hara: Les- 
lie Howard and Olivia de Havilland, 
as Ashley and Melanie—and the Selz- 
nick trademark of workmanship, a 
recognized guarantee of screen ex- 
cellence. 

Almost equally well known within 
the trade are the director, Victor 


Fleming; the musical composer, Max | 


Steiner, and the scenarist, the late 
Sidney Howard. who is given sole 
script credit, although half a dozen 
topflight writers collaborated during 
the preparatory and shooting periods. 


Perhaps the outstanding feature of | 


the collaborative screenscript is the 
emergence from many minds 
hands of a drama that bears all the 
marks of devout singleness of pur- 
pose. in which skillful construction 


of story. incident and characteriza-!characters shown there is unity of | package 


tion build to smash climaxes, and 

then rush onward to other emotional 

clashes. 
What is 


actually shown on. the 


<creen is the Margaret Mitchell story, ticity 


and | 

















! - : 
starting at page one, chapter 


one, ! 


and continuing to the very end and 


final bit of dialog, when Rhett leaves 


\laver release of Selznick- | his home and the pleading Scarlett, 


, tdin , 
declaring he doesn't give a damn 
| what happens to her. The inclusion 
lof the blasphemous utterance, which 


| 


is lifted literally from the novel's 
| text. is indicative of the faithfulness 
| of the translation throughout. There 
lare minor and unimportant elimina- 
ltions and transpositions of incident. 
But ‘Gone with the Wind’ is the 
story as written by the novelist, 
\faithfully and accurately recorded 
by camera and microphone. 

Therein lies also the cause for 
some criticism of the film. In_ the 
desire apparently to leave nothing | 
out. Selznick has left too much 1n. 


constructively for some vigorous 
trimming of repetitious scenes and 


dialog. As entertainment, the film 
‘would benefit from the deletions. 


| Miss Mitchell's story is a good one, 
land the gruelling contest and con- 
flicts between Scarlett and Rhett are 
/absorbing and interesting. But they 
are overlong and overplayed. Brevity 
and terseness would add to the dra- 
matie values of the closing scenes. 


As in the book. so on the screen, 


|Latter portions of story could stand | 


} 
' 


| 


| 
| 





! 
| 


} 
| 


the most effective portions of the | 
saga of the destroyed South deal 
| with human incident against the 
| background of the war between the 


states and the impact of honorable 
defeat to the Southern forces. Flem- 
|! ing has caught a series of memorable 
|views of plantation life and scenes, 
fand builds a strong case for a civil- 
| ization of chivalry. Comes the 
debacle and the characters are cata- 
| pulted into new conditions, strange 
|and hateful surroundings. Entire 
| passage of the film. from the start of 
'the war to the eapture of Atlanta, Is 
la moving and thrilling experience, 
climaxed by the escape of Scarlett 
i|and the new mother, Melanie. Upon 
their arrival at Tara, after hardship 
land peril. first half of the film ends. 
| Most distinsuished feature of the 
Selznick opus is the’ superlative 
scenic and costume investiture which 


|the producer has given to the film. 


‘|! and the incomparable excellence of 


'the Technicolor photography. 
first to last ‘Wind’ is a visual treat, 
the unfolding of innumerable 
of the architecture and 
byZone era. 
Among the 
Scarlett 


tion as a 


VIEWS 
attire of a 
plavers. Miss Leigh’s 
commands first 


memorable performance. of 


wide versatility and effective ear- 
nestness. She possesses all the phys- 
ical requirements for the part. 

is not as a coquette that she scores} 
most heavily. however, nor as the} 
scheming. bitter and ruthless wife 
and mother who knows no opposi- 


tion to her « 
the story demands 


ill. She is best when 


attributes 


mination, as during the 
quence of the flight with the helpless 
mother and child in her care. Again, 
in the brief passage with the Yankee 


deserter whom she shoots and kills 
With her vouth. looks and abundant 
talent. Miss Leigh springboards from 


‘Wind’ to a boxoffice factor in 
film maz 
Gable’s Rhett Butler is as close to 
Miss Mitchell's conception—and the 
audience’s—as might be imagined. 
He gives a forceful impersonation. 


the 
ket. 


| 
| 
| 
| 





| 
| 


commenda- | work 


and | 
characteristics of courage and deter- | 
exciting se-!} 


FILM REVIEWS 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Gone With the Wind’ 
Selznick). Terrific! 
‘Gulliver's Travels’ (Par). Max 
Fleisher’s initial feature 
in Technicolor is an entertaining 
fairy tale geared tor big grosses. 
‘Hunchback of Notre Dame’ 
(RKO). Charles Laughton starred 
in massive production, vividly 
gruesome. Profitable b.o. chiller. 
‘Balalaika’ (M-G). Class 
filmusical with Nelson Eddy and 
Ilona Massey that should do 
satisfactory business 
‘Raffles’ (UA). Fair 
of society crook yarn. 
b.o. potential. 
‘Everything Happens at Night’ 
(20th). Dull Sonja Henie starrer, 
Grossing potentialities light. 





(MG- 


cartoon 


remake 
Moderate 











for favor above the 
tion. Sound 


dramatic ac- 
mixings were” as 
smoothly achieved as the several 
visual montages 

Task of assembling and synchron- 
izing such varied and numerous ac- 
tivities called for expert handling. 
Fleming had excellent assistance 
from Eric G. Stacey and Ridgeway 
Callow. 

Industry «snd public 
many months for 
Wind’ aS a film. 


have waited 
‘Gone With the 
Completed job is 
something more than another pic- 
ture—even an outstanding one. Its 
distribution under the policy of ad- | 
vanced admission prices, honestly 
earned and willingly paid, opens a 
new chapter in the picture business. 


It demonstrates again that in en- 
tertainment the best is the most 
easily sold, Flin, 


GULLIVER’S TRAVELS 


On the heels of these two, Hattie 
McDaniel. as Mammy, comes closest (Cartoon Feature, in Color) 
with a bid for top position as a (WITH SONGS) 
troupe: It is she who contributes Hollywood, Dec. 15 
the most moving scene in the film, Paramount release of Max Fleisher 1 
her plea with Melanie that the latter | duction. 1 ted by Dave FI f Based 
should persuade Rhett to permit | 0m Jonathan Swift's tale. St T se 
burial of his baby daughter Time _ re a p cin re Tangs enplay, - G ir 
will set a mark on this moment in| Seward: songs, Ralph Rainger and leo 
the picture as one of those inspira-| Robin, Sam ‘Timb« \} Neiburg, Winston 
tional bits of histrionics long remem- | “harp! es . ; Drage 
: . nette an T nov Re Ath he c mt 
bered. omposed and conducted by Victor Young 
Of the other principals, Olivia de|! a or ig te = water ee 
Hav illand does a standout as Me- mnt ee Se ae * Kneltet, Will: a ee, 
| lanie, and Leslie Howard is convinc- | ‘rom Palmer, Grim Natwick, William Hene | 
ing as the weak-charactered Ashley. | ning, Roland Crandall, Tom on, Rob- 
Vivid impressions are retained of | a ss ee eee - 
the work of Thomas Mitchell, as] westwood Villace. Dec. 15. °39. Runnin 
Gerald O'Hara: Victor Jory. as Jonas | time: 75 MINS. 
Wilkerson: Laura Hope Crews, as | —_—_—— 
Aunt Pittv: and Ona Munson, as Two vears ago Walt Disney re- 
Belle Watling. who makes the most} leased the first feature-leneth car- 
of her fe appearances There are|toon, ‘Snow White and the Seven 
literally scores of character part Dwarfs.’ Its novelty, production ex- 


and bits. 
lent as Dr. Meade, a long role. 
From spectacle to 

room drama, Fleming kept a firm 
crip on the direction of the 
for nearly three and 
resourcefulness. That Fleming suc- 
| ceeds so well mav be attributed to 
;the manner in which he has high- 
| lighted his principals in every scene, 
|regard ess of the svectacular ele- 
iments Thus he has transferred into 
a moving and heart-rending stanza 
|the panorama of wounded soldiers 
|lying under the blazing sun in the 
| Atlanta trainvards. There never is a 
static moment in the telling of the 
|story. Fleming keens characters and 
| backgrounds on the move, Film 
i Georve Cukor in the 


| started with 
| directorial spot. Fleming succeeded 


i}him and Sam Wood took over for 
2 short period when Fleming was 
| ill. 

Everv technical aspect of ‘Gone 


| With the Wind’ bears the stamp of 
|advenced craftsmanship. Desnite the 
|wide rance of scenes denicted and 


Harry Davenport is excel- | cellence 


intimate bed- Gulliver's Travels’ is the second car- 
| toon 
story. | Turned 
Task of holding audience attention | has been making cartoon shorts for 
three-quarter | 20 
hours is a challenve to ingenuity and | 


ana 


rolled up 


entertainment 
terrific 


factors 
grosses for all. | 


feature to hit the 
out by Max 


market. 
Fleisher, who 


years, it is an excellent 
animation, audience interest 
around showmanship. 


job of 
and all 
While ‘Gulli- | 


ver’ may not reach the grosses of 
‘Snow White’ in this country and 


abroad, it is effective entertainment, 
enjoyable as much for the elders as 
the youngsters. 

With ‘Snow White’ and ‘Gulliver’— 
each from a different cartoon pro- 
ducer—both interesting and enjoy- 
able entertainments, indications point 
to a new medium for presentation of 
fairy tales and fantasies which have 
been attempted with only passable 
reception in the past when live 
actors were used. 

‘Gulliver’ cannot be compared with 
‘Snow White’ from either critical or 
audience viewpoints. Both use the 
same color cartoon medium, but from | 
there on ‘Gulliver’ is on its own. On| 
the entertainment side, ‘Gulliver's | 
Travels’ is a thoroughly enjoyable | 





of entertainment for the | 

| desien and pattern. William Cam-| whole family. It’s a fantastic and 

| eron Menzies supervised the gen-| whimsical tale that can’t help but 

eral investiture #nd Lvle Wheeler | please all those who see it. 

was the art director The authen- | Jonathan Swift's amusing tale in- 
' 


of the furnishings, properties 


troduces the inhabitants of Lilliput, | 





Land 


| version, 


iis a technical standout. 
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! 
lon the verge of war with their neigh- | topnitch performers for each 
bers because the two countries can- | Sir Cedric Hardwicke Is the véllain. 
not agree on songs to be sung at | ous King’s High Justice; Thomas 
wedding of the prince and princess. | Mitchell is the king of the begy 


role, 


; ars; 
Gulliver, the giant, is discovered on ae ae O'Hara (excellent) as the 
the Lilliput beach one night, and the | gypsy girl who befriends the hunch. 


inhabitants proceed to tie him up| back on the pillory and is saved by 
‘and transport him in a creaky make- |him later; Walter Hampden as the 
shift vehicle to the town. The sailor | Archbishop of Notre Dame; Harry 
easily breaks his bonds and is both | Davenport as Louis XI and Edmona 
fascinated and sympathetic to the | O’Brien as the poet, his first film 

little people who are no larger than | role, are all worthy. 
his little finger. However, he re-|. Production displays lavish outlay 
mains in the land of the Lilliputs |!" costs for elaborate sets and thoue- 
long enough to settle the pending |sands of extras for the mob scenes, 
‘war and reunite the prince and | Movement of the large crowds in the 
| princess with parental blessings. numerous mob ensembles is particu. 
Picture is highlighted with many ‘larly noteworthy, Director William 
= ar egal ., | Dieterle sketched his assignment 
excellent scenes and sequences that lagainst a sweeping backero, n 
catch audience fancy and approval. — and crow ~ a. igen of 
The busy Lilliputians, organized as | nije effective as such p coe which, 
an army and busily engaged in tieing | vide sufficiently ate ——— on Pro. 
down the giant, with miniature | ent and definition of et _Gevelop- 
cranes ravelling their strong ropes Piscg F ae oe ¢ haracters m 
the first half. Despite this, the force. 


around the sleeping Gulliver, and | ; - 
; - ’ ul dran s 
with firefly torches lighting the pro- | I ta of the second portion 








nas Pe asthe. *.._ | Carries the picture through to a mos 
‘Charlie McCarthy, Detective’ ae cee Le ype. ae dramatic and climactic Supebaeien ' 
(U). Bergen and McCarthy will tue Saas Hla Geel Ole endian ‘Hunchback of Notre Dame’ js 
have to carry this lightweight |of the invading navy to save his a oe finale as a pro- 
programmer. For the dualers. j little friends from attack are both See See 
‘Laugh HW Off (U). Lighi- | noteworthy. 
weight farce: a lesser twin- | Of the tiny characters, Gabby, the 
biller. ltown's fast-talking busybody and BALALAIKA 
‘Honeymoon’s Over’ (20th), |™main worker, occupies a_ featured (MUSICAL) 
Young domestic problem story, |spot in both prominence and audi- 
~ ieee — if ence interest. Gabby most likely Metro-Gollwyn-Maver release « aa 
best for Marjorie Weaver in @ | Wil) pDlossom forth in the future as a Weinkarten production, Stars Nelsen Eades 
year. For duals. leartoon star for a series of pen-and- | !!"" . Alassey; features Charles i Les, 
‘Bad Boy’ (Atlas). Very weak linkers. The two royal loVers capably | [i\"\) Merman 0. ag er Men, 
gangster meller suited only for | interpret the several tuneful songs | Adapted by Leon Gordon, Charles Bemvett 
minor dualers. | composed by Ralph Rainger and Leo | and Jacques Deval from operetta by Erie 
‘Trigger Fingers’ (Vic). Tim  |Robin. | Lanny Ross is the singing | (yh is leamme postord amt be seek 
McCoy horsey-G-man pic; one of | Voice for the prince, while Jessica stochurt; conductor, Dr. Willian xt: 
talaged SR, ‘ |Dragonette handles similar assign- camera, Joseph Ruttenber: aml Waal 
his weakest. ment for the princess. A comedy.) lreund; additional lyrics, Gus hahn, Keb 
‘Roll Wagens Rol (Mono). | coy trio, Sneak, Snoop and Snitch, | WUKNC amd Chet Forrest: editor, George 
Tex Ritter adds to western fol- | adds much to the overall comedy a D At Badio City Music Hall, N, ¥., 
| . « iy. Z. ec, 14, °39, Running tiie we 
lowing with another song saga | Of the songs, ‘Faithful Forever,’ by MINS. 
of the pioneer days. | Rainger and Robin, and ‘It’s a Hap- Peter......... Co eceecereesseces Nelson ody 
po Hap-Happy Day’ (Timberg-Neiburg- fora So veee Ses teeeeeeeeseess Homa Massey 
Sharples} loom as hit tunes. Former fo SO paSD SES HeR NTRS ( —, neath 
'and apparel excites special interest.'is a romantic number, while latter | MOMPOMIONY...+..-<cccececece.cotaenet Atwill 
The job behind the screen was hefty | carries a marching swing Score | General Karagin......... Cc. Aubrey Smith 
in research and fabrication. numbers eight songs, all way above “ a eaccevcress eecccccsers Joyce Compton 
Same goes for all other off-screen par. _ IDIUSKY.svvevcecescccec Waiter Woolf King 
contributions from other depart-| Fleisher’s animation and detail for | Lieut. Smirnoff. ..cccccceecces Phillip ‘Terry 
ments. Steiner restrained himself | color values to catch the fine quali- | B&menshy. cc... cceeeees oes Frederic Worlesk 
From | in his scoring from dipping into con- | ties of the new Technicolor process |) er eeter anes we er Biberman 
ventional melodic bathos. The ear |add much to picture's all-around | iieui. Nik evhies see tee 
catches strains from Stephen Foster, | quality. eee ROAR 7 .. George Tobias 
and occasional refrains from the| ‘Gulliver’s Travels’ has been a year | \M'0M: ++ .50.+ ss eeeee eee: .* Paul Suttor 
large library of Civil War martial | and a half in preparation and pro- |). ey eee 50 ee 
airs. Perhaps the highest praise | duction, with Fleisher setting nega- | Jeanette Sibirshv...... etideed mines 
which can be given to the Steiner |tive cost at around $1,500,000. What's | Mis. Danchenolt......... \Ima Kroger 
is that the score never pushes | on the screen indicates that it was a | PIIMCOSS wee. cece e eee es Hetrie Du 


yainstaking task. 2 

I aking = k ‘Balalaika’ is a sumptuously pro- 
duced operetta, in the opulent Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer tradition. With Nel- 
son Eddy and a new personality 
looker, Ilona Massey, topping the 


Hunchback of Notre Dame 


Hollywood, Dec. 14. 


RKO release of Pandro Kerman produe- | C@St it has enough marquee values, 
tie St; Charles Laughton: features Sir |1N addition to the production inves- 
Cedric Hardwicke, Thomas Mitchell, Mar titure, to carry it nicely for strong 
en © Hara Ki mond O B \ M business. ‘Balalaika’ is also one of 
oe Die = ce = ; A Sods Le Ks the few recent muscials to augur 
tation ino Frank: Camera, Joseph Well tor the foreign market, such as 
August editor ‘ m Hamilte n ht it is these days, 
i t Specia é ects err nl e? 
asst. directors, Argyle Nelsen, ms : Miss Massey, the Magyar impor- 
mane — directs ° Will BP : Pre- | tation, Is as heady as tokav for the 
hil hi ‘antages, Hollywood rec. 14, b.o—or should prove so. This, her 
: rT M4 7 > 
rhe nana ‘ be "Charl « Tauehten Second American film, following a 
DRI fee cee Sir Cedric Hardwieke | OVief appearance in Metro's ‘Rosalie’, 
Clopin ss seeeeeeeeeerecsess Thomas Mitchell | V here she handled but one number, 
a: GbSbbicbedecen’ Maureen o Hare should catapult her int the 
Rin 660k skaeeeiveseys Walter Hampden Massey has just about evervthing for 
Louis XT... | vereeess. Harry Davenport visual and oral cinematic appeal. A 
Pre curate % a — Ge vn nies beauty of much personal charm, 
A Noblemar - Leiber | f0rtified by a voice that's a good 
rae an s FPhysiciar cone Bit enne G t, companion piece to Nelson Eddy s 
aes Or sare tees He ad mr the ’ stentorion barytone, she’s a fetching 
INECGER otecc cron iccotrker Arthur Hen) Llonde whom gentlemen (‘and the 
Phillipe... Rod La Roeque femmes) will prefer at the b.o 
Court Clerk Sper Charters ‘Baialaika’ has a number of factors 
7 ; . to negate its chances for socko 
Parading vivid and gruesome 


reception. For one thing, the Russe 


horror, with backgrour if elaborat } 
; 1 background of elabor; idiom is by no means popular right 


i1Le 
medieval pageantry and mob scenes. 


: now, no matter how you serve the 
Hunchback of Notre Dame’ is a. eayiar Whether of the czaristic 
Sa *i] > »} ] » f *} , Ag s ~ : 
he a yr Bler~ — Ape As such, it) vodka \ intage, where this film starts, 
. ries Ss rong dramatic ingredic nts or into the post-proletarian revolu- 
or mass audience appeal, and will | tionary era—showing the former im- 
roll up healthy grosses at the ticket “ gp 


perialistiec aristocrats in humble ser- 
vice in Paris—the historical elements 
don't rest well, 

But forgetting any Romanoff or 
Stalinesque analogies, it’s a tetching 


neo-Cinderella theme. Miss Massey 


windows. 

From a strictly critical Viewpoint. 
picture has its shortcomings. The 
elaborate sets and wide production 
sweep overshadows to a great extent 


the detailed dramatic motivation of 


> Victor is the virtuous songstress in the class 

a Victor Hugo tale. While the} Balalaika nitery where the impe 
acKground IS impressive ar »ve- Oe oa ; “¢™ 
filling. it detract pele and eye- | officers take their babes and bubbles 

i y, racts many times from - allv me \ 
the story being unfolded, especially casually, neat, and often. Miss Mas- 
{ ] . idea, especially = Be ) 
agg . Y | sey’s er rother are mixea 

in the first half. Charles Laughton’s ; father and brothe: : 


grotesque makeup as the deformed | up in a revolutionary movement ¢ na 
imbecilic bellringer of Notre the clash is thus created, atter Eddy, 
i £ iO 4 « ‘ ach} . ai ac < tule 
Dame cathedral is not exactly vali | a . Mg ng ge ap mee 
ot tag , —XGCUY pala- | dent's guise in order to ingratiate 
table for patrons sensitively inclined. | al 
Laughton’s _ over-emph: ge se himself with the poor but beauteous 
pe Q - assis iis ha > 
characterization in the eg e> 


early se- : : e@ lav} 
quences is too vividly ugly and Production and direction are lavish 
. ! i ~ a « or . : “ I 
bestial, and it is not until the storv and not too lethargic. In spots there 


are some inspired touches. The se- 
quence where the Austrians sing 
‘Holy Night’ across the wastes of No 
Man's Land, for the benefit of their 
combatant Russians (whose Christi- 


is well along that audience sympathy 
is finally aroused for the pathetic 
figure. 
*“Hunchback’ is one of the greatest 
horror tales of literature. As such. 
it carries wide interest. The silent | #5 Comes oWO WEEKS OF 80 gp ole " 
produced by Universal in | 4 UCe touch. soowmsver, Sat _—? 
1923 with Lon Chaney starred. is | deter a surprise attack. 
well remembered. The combo pro- | Action ee to Pees atser ste 
vides ready-made audience interest | Tevolution. Eddy’s ereerty Se 
for the production. | the boniface of a class Russian boite 
Laughton, despite his over-plavying | 89d many of his former superiors —~ 
in the early stages to make Quasi- | officers, diplomats, and including the 
modo a most repellent character, | ‘™presario of the Russian Opera 
tones down the bestial characteristics | @7e his hirelings. But when the 
of the role in the latter half to| Russian New Year comes arounc, 
emerge as the victor, rather than the | the old order changeth back, and the 
victim, of audience reaction. An| Russian nobility and officers take 
earlier approach to gaining sympathy | their yesteryear finery and medils 
for the bellringer would lift the por- out of camphor while Charlie Rug- 
trayal to great heights. Laughton’s | gles (ex-orderly, now French res- 
twisted and distorted facial makeup | taurateur) reverts to his humble ser- 
His pillory | vitude and again waits hand and fo« t 
cene is strongly dramatic, as is his|on all of them. The boy-loses-s 
gleeful defense of the church against | sequence climaxes here when M! 
the attacking mob. Massey coincidentally turns up § 
Supporting cast is (Continued on page 47) 


studded with! 
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This is but.one of many important programs celebrating Stephen C. Foster 


Month (starting December 25) and building up SWANEE RIVER for you! 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. | 


| 
| 





Edwina Eustis, choir, Leon Fokine, 
Carlos Peterson, Val Gueral, The 
Stadlers (2), ballet, Vivian Smith, 
Alice Young, Alma Lee, Hilda Eck- 
ler, The Antaleks (8), Grace Panvint, 
Rockettes, Erno Rapee orchestra; 
‘Balalaika’ (M-G), reviewed in this | 
issue of VARIETY. 





' 





Radio City Music Hall is very sea- | 
sonal this fortnight, both stage ant | 
screen, even the ‘Balalaika’ (M-G) 
feature including a dash of the (Rus- | 
sian) Christmas season. 


Per custom, for the seventh con- | 
secutive Christmastide, ‘Peace on) 
Earth’ (The Nativity) tees off the 
presentation, beautifully and rever- 
ently staged by Leon Leonidof, | 
mounted by Sergei Soudeikine. Ed- | 
wina Eustis and the Music Hall choir | 
(Irving Landau, director) handle the | 
major vocal burden, as the Xmas- | 
tree decor flanks the massive | 
auditorium on either side, with the) 
impressive Soudeikine scenery filling 
the eye. There is no overture, Erno 
Rapee merely batoning the appropri- | 
ate secular music. 

Instead of the newsreel, a new ‘In- | 
formation Please’ (RKO Pathe) | 
short breaks it up. and thence ‘Old | 
King Cole,’ wherein Leonidoff—and | 
Mother Goose—again go to town in} 
a kaleidoscope of novelty and com- 
edy that’s cinch fare for the kiddies 
and grownups. Settings by Brune 
Maine are imaginative and colorful, 
and ditto the costumes by Marco 
Montedoro, Willa Van and H. Rogge. 


Edwina Eustis is Mother Goose. 
Leon Fokine, Carlos Peterson and 
Val Gueral cut cavers as the Fiddlers 
Three. The Stadlers, she a boneless | 
acro-comedienne, well handled by | 
her male partner, depict Humpty 
Dumpty. The Four and Twenty 
Blackbirds are-produced from a huge 
pie, and thus the ballet corps gets in | 
its innings. 

Hilda Eckler as the Farmer’s Wife 
runs after Vivian Smith, Alice 
Young and Alma Lee, as the Three 
Blind Mice. The Queen of Hearts 
introduces some amazing risley by 
The Antaleks (8), one of the woman 
a surprisingly sturdy understander 
for all her lithe build. ‘Mary, Mary | 
Quite Contrary,’ soloed by Grace | 
Panvini, produces her fast-growing 
‘garden’ in a novelty staging manner, 
from whence emerge the Rockettes 
for their usual sock finale specialty. | 

Considering the pre-Xmastime, biz | 
was pretty good Thursday (opening) | 
night. Managing director W. G. Van | 
Schmus introed Miss Massey for a| 
bow from the rosfrum before the 
start of the final show. Abel, 


ee 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 15. 
Dead End Kids (4), Sam (Schlep- 
perman) Hearn, Gray Gordon's Orch 
(13), Shirley Lane, Rita Rhev. 
Charles Carrer, Bobby North, Clijf 
Grant, DeVal, Marle & Dee; ‘Cat and 
Canary’ (Par). 








Looks as if this WB deluxer has 
copped itself a show attractive 
enough to beat the usual pre-Xmas 
biz letdown. It’s invariably a pretty 
bad week around here, but there 
were no signs of weakness at open- 
ing, with Dead Enders figured to 
keep the kids coming and Gray Gor- 
don’s up-and-coming band _ also 
slated to attract its share. 

Dead Enders—-Leo Gorcey, Huntz 
Hall, Gabriel Dell and Bernard 
Punsley, four of original six—have a 
characteristic turn that incorporates 
the thoughie and antic sides of their 
work on the screen. It’s a neatly- 
written act, geared for laughs, and 
should install them even more solid- 
ly in the affections of their ’teen-age 
fan legions. Kids work with Sam 
(Schlepperman) Hearn, who has an 
inning of his own in one at the fiddle 
when he imitates three violins play- 
ing at the same time. a standard bit 
with him. It’s a filler while Dead 
Enders are changing for a supposed 
play, with Gorcey doing the femme, 
and making every line count, even if 
there is an off-color flavor to some 
of his stuff. 


Turn also employs briefly an un- 


billed striking blonde who 
plenty decorative although limited 
to merely a couple of lines and a 
walk-on. For most part, the turn is 
patterned pretty faithfully after their 
pic specialty, and that's precisely 
what the mob comes to see. Kids 
don’t disappoint them and generally 
split a nice melon of public favor 
themselves. 

They fill the closing niche after 
Gordon’s band has gone through its 
repertoire. There are also a couple 
of outside acts. Tic-Toc rhythm 
crew is gradually fulfilling promise 
it first showed here at New Penn 
nitery couple of years ago. It’s 


numbers, previously a weak 


well as vocal department. New set- 
up has four brasses, three saxes, 
drums, bass, guitar, accordion and 
piano, and nicely balanced melodical- 
ly. Open with ‘Jumpin’ Jive’ and/| 
then go into a mediey of ‘What's; 
New,’ sung by unbilled cornetist | 
with lots of personality; ‘Goody | 
Goody,’ with vocal by Shirley Lane, 
long « Gordon standby, and ‘South | 
of Border,’ with Cliff Grant war-! 








bling. Latter had to encore at this 
catching. 

That's followed by Charles Carrer, 
novelty juggler who's socko for 10 
minutes. It’s a turn that’s different, | 
smacking more or less of the conti- 
nental music halls. a change trom the | 
sameness of this type of act. Xmas | 
medley next, with Gray giving out 
with ‘Silent Night,’ then ‘Story Book | 
Ball,” Miss Lane canarying, and | 
‘Jingle Bells.’ Comedy number has} 
accordionist doing an eccentric 
maestro on ‘Darktown Strutters Ball, 
with interruptions by Bobby North, 
good for laughs, with Gordon next 
introducing another femme vocalist, 
Rita Rhey, local gal whom he picked 
up here several weeks ago. A cute) 
youngster with a nice appreciation 
for a lyric, she needs to learn how to 
project her voice bettter, but that 
should come. Does ‘Piggy Wiggy 
Wee’ and ‘Blow My Baby Back to 
Me,’ the first much better of the two. 
Ballroom trio of DeVal, Merle and) 
Dee start out as a conventional | 
adagio turn and then break into) 
some fair hoke comedy, winding up| 
legitimately to prove they can do it 
straight, too. Couple of swell laughs | 


in their antic version but they need | 








more of ‘em. “Blue Danube’ and then | pelievable angles. 


a hot number parading all of Gor- 
don’s solo specialists wind up band’s | 
part of bill. 

This week's overture features 
maestro, Max Adkins, as part of sax 
quintet in symphonized pop ballads. 


Cohen. | 





HIPP, BALTO | 


|} ish dances. 





Baltimore, Dec. 17. | 
‘Baltimore Follies’ with Horton' 
Spur, Kay Fortez, Four Co-Eds, 
Three Harmonicateers, Al Trenton, 
Anna McFaul, Milbourne Chris- 
topher, Gene Archer, Uncle Jack 
(Don Hix) & Hi. 2adio Gang, Rock- 
ettes (16); ‘Blona.e Brings Up Baby’ | 
(Col). 





Annual local talent revue, staged 


/in cooperation with the Baltimore 


News-Post by Ted Routson and Betty | 
Jane McHugh, is fast and smartly 
spotted this week. With only a few 
professionals interpolated, setup has 
considerable entertainment. 

Neat opening by well trained line 
of 16 and two okay hoof routines 
by Kay Fortez start matters. Tied 
to a collegiate background, with a 
special song written by Ben Cantor, | 
number builds well 


megaphone for flashy effect. Three 
Harmonicateers, follow with well) 
sold renditions of ‘Tiger,’ ‘Smoke 


Gets In Your Eyes’ done in sweet 
and swing for nice change of pace, 
and a jam encore. 


Anna McFaul, next, vocals to make 


good spot for Al Trenton and his! 
marionetes. Versions of a hotcha 
|dancer, an Oriental piper, femme 
} 


iceskater and a line of dancing girls, 
ring the bell in resounding fashion. 
Is followed smartly by line manipu- 
lating dolls in unison. 

Milbourne Christopher (New Acts) 
local lad, has been around. Suave 
and showmanly, he has built a smart 
magic act. Employing a steady flow 
of good patter, he built to a begoff 
on show caught. Makes it 
for Gene Archer to follow 
ical comedy vocal medley, 
score anyway. 

Uncle Jack (Don Hix), 


with mus- 
but better 


of WBAL 


here, and a radio set of juve pro-| 


Prams, appears next in ‘School 


his most talented youngsters. 


edy, act is well received. 

Next-to-closing spot is held down 
handily by Horton Spur, who also 
m.c.s smoothly. His comedy tumb- 
ling scores and sends matters 
the proper groove for a marching 
finale by the line and a reintroduc- 
tion of the principals. 


Biz okay. Burm. 


BEACON, VANCOUVER 


Vancouver, Dec. 15. 
Smith, Rogers & Eddy, Elmore & 
Sims, Paul Gordon, Royal Swedish 
jell Ringers, Beatrice Hall, Frank 
Maracci House Orch (5); ‘Flight at 
Midnight” (Rep). 








Smith, Rogers and Eddy provide 
strong finish to mediocre bill here. 
Rest of show lacks cohesion, notably 
because of lack of m.c. 
| One of the neater turns is that of 
| Paul Gordon, cyclist, who builds up 
ito a good bow-off with some deft 
acrobatics and engaging chatter. In- 
teresting twist is his use of bike with 
three seats and three sets of pedals. 
| Elmore and Sims, late of Coast 
| Tadio, earn a lot of laughs in No, 2 
spot with familiar routine of black- 
face chased by sputtering Umbangi. 


| Gags slightly bluish. 

Beatrice Hall, ‘daring dance crea- | 
| tor,” wears too many clothes for the 
stocking up on saleable novelty billing, but she gets by acceptably in | 
spot,| two Spanish routines, 
and fortifying musical catalog as/} 


Royal Swed- 
E always popular 
gesticulate with the gongs 


ish Bell Ringers, 
here, 
gustily. 

Smith, Rogers and Eddy close in 
socko style with some comic hoofing, 
good looking gal stooging for some 
shady jibes. Laugh-getting bit of 
business is way in which hoofers 
pass around derby hat, from inside 
vaggy pants. 

Biz at opening show Friday (‘15) 
fair. Siu. 


| dogs in Madison Square, Greenwich | 


to a blackout | 
that has girls using radium-tinted | 


a bit hard | 


in | 
Swing’ skit which utilizes some of | 
) A pot- | 
pourie of vocals, hoofery and com-! 


into | 


life when Avery takes a few acro- 
batic tumbles, but otherwise there's 
nothing to it. With a girl and an- 
other fellow Avery attempts some 


ABC, PARIS 


Paris, Dec. 5. 





i ni it’s ingless. 

Gauty, | futile clowning, but it’s meaning} ‘ 

Fe gy To Pee San-|They need careful re-routining. 
devel Reine Paulet, The Three|Qpening the show are the Los 


Chicos, three women and two men 
‘in what is indicated as a Mexican 
song-and-dance routine, and wind up 
with conga dancing. Colorful act 
for the minor houses. 

Solly Ayers is an m.c. with an 
over-emphasized tailcoat and a 
monolog routine that’s a reminder 
of several other people. Also does 
impressions of notables. He needs 
experience sorely, one factor being 
his rather sloppy delivery. ; 

Business good supper show Friday 
(15). Gold. 


ADAMS, NEWARK 


Newark, N. J., Dec. 17. 


Rieders, George Charley, Delamare, 
Leo Marjane, Ouvrard & Victor 
Gille. 

With more stress on variety and 
less on the singing ABC's new bill 
would have easily been aces. Inter- 
national talent is hard to get now, 
and as the French are weak on the 
vaude stuff, it’s more than likely 
that local audiences are going to be 
on a song diet from now on. 

As it is, Barbara La May, non- 
warbler, is the most interesting from 
the international angle. The Ameri- 
can shows more class in her two 
acrobatic dances than the rest of 
the program. Audience receives her 
rather cooly at the start but before 











she’s half way through her first ‘Belles A’Poppin’ with Joan 
Persian slave dance she has all of its Vickers, Art Henry & Co. (2), Elinor) 
attention and, at the end, they're! Sherry, Paul Lavarre & Co. (2), 


frantically applauding. She winds up 
as a tough moll, shoving her derriere | 
at the audience from the most un- | 


Melba, Joe Termini & Co. (3), Isa- 


(16), Jule Asnis 
| Show and Line 
in Blue’ (Mon). 


House Orch (15), 
Girls 

Top-billed is Lys Gauty, who has a 
vague physical resemblance to Mar- 
lene Dietrich. Fresh from a South 
American tour, she’s a favorite here | 
and catches on fast with old and 
new songs, topping them with ‘Le| 
Valse au Village.” (The Village} 
Waltz’). Freddy Vittop and Paloma | 
de Sandoval look well in three Span- | 
Both are first rate, use | 
the castanets with skill and are the! 
best seen in the capital in some time. 


Reine Paulet, also fresh from a 
South American tour, capivates | 
everyone with her excellent song) 
repertory. Very strange is a number | 
sung in French abcut selling ‘hot| 


Spotty show and ditto biz at the 
Adams this week. Any similarity 


productions in the same vein prove 
there’s nothing in a name. 


Here and there, it flashes a few 
liner, Joan Vickers, falls down when 
the New York World's Fair femme 
takes over in finale. Miss Vickers’ 
‘orchid dance’ veers toward routine 
burley strip, and is not particularly 
efiective. At show caught (Thurs- 
day) audience was lukewarm to her 
efforts. 
Among 
Sherry, 
Brown, 


Elinor 
Isabelle 


show-savers are 
WOR §ssongstress; 

hard-working acrobatic 
|}dancer, and Joe Termini and Co. 
| Miss Sherry oozes personality in 
| brief turn at the mike with pops and 
| Miss Brown works hard in two spots 
| with difficult routines. 


Termini group is standard, tnclud- 
ing Termini with ludicrous violin 
biz, his repartee with girl and then 
the second male's satisfying har- 
monica blowing. 

Paul Lavarre and Co., in sailor 
uniforms, have dressed up standard 
acrobatic bit to good advantage. 


and Central Park.’ Most appreciated | 
is a South American love song done 
in French and Spanish. 

The Three Rieders put on a very 
amusing tumble act. They come out 
with carpenters’ equipment and pro- 
ceed to smack each other around. 
Turn is surprisingly similar to the 
American standard act of Willie West 
and McGinty. George Charley sings 
a number about saltpeter, which 
authorities are said to put in soldiers’ | 
wine. This one would never get by! 
the censors of other countries. He | 
fills in the rest of his number with 
plenty of bright witticisms. 

Remainder of the program is filler. | 


Delamare opens with a Charlie|is in interesting dance solo. 
McCarthy act, and while his ven-| Art Henry and girl are so much 


| triloquizing is passable, his humor | 
| falters. Lyane Maireve and Leo 
| Marjane make their stage debuts. 
| Both have passable singing voices 
but need decidedly more schooling. | 
| Ouvrard screams plenty of funny 
stuff about the army. Ravo. 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


wasted motion, Henry depending 
solely on partner for laughs, via talk, 
that just aren’t there. Rounding out 
show is Sunnybrook Glee Club and 
Vee Demis Orch., winner of house’s 
second weekly amateur show. Band 
isn't quite hep, but that’s understand- 
able considering its status. 

Jules Asnis’ sub house band, pinch 
hitting for Joe Fecher this week, 
does not have the spontaneous qual- 





| lity which helped Allen Gilbert's 
Chicago, Dec. 16. | three previous shows here. 

Los Chicos (5), Solly Ayers, Biz slow. House will drop girl 
Bobby Belmont, Alice Dawn, Ran-| show policy temporarily next week, 
dolph Avery & Co. (3), Four Franks,| bringing in Shep Fields’ orchestra 
| Texas Jim Lewis Troupe (5); ‘Danc- | for several days. 


ing Co-Ed’ (M-G). es 
| pak 

After weeks of special attractions, 
this Balaban & Katz second-runner 
returns to a straight variety lineup | 
| that’s suitable enough for the pre- | 
Xmas session. 

There has been a remarkable rise 
of State-Lake grosses during the past 





TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Dec. 16. 

Donald Novis, Jans & Lynton with 
Joey Dean, Joan Spaulding, Barney 
Grant, Novaline Payne, Terry Tex, 
few months, jumping from an aver- House Line, Herb Six & House Orch; 
age of $9,000-$10,000 to a rate better- | ‘Way Down South’ (RKO). 
ing $15,000 and running as high as ; ne wees 
$23,000. The story of that increase’ Taking a cue from 
is one of smart showmanship in Donald Novis, stage p L 
| operation, particularly in the thea- titled ‘Radio Revels. Runs house's 
tre’s willingness to take a chance on regularly allotted 50 minutes and 
untried headliners. adds up to considerable show, un- 

Even without any name currently, usual during pre-Xmas lull. . 
gross still will be profitable due to Herb Six leads the band on ‘Baby 


headliner 
production is 


the strong patronage that this house xt par Pd ee ee 
has built up on a long parade of‘. yeaa eens a en” 


dance to ‘Lucky Star.’ Joan Spauld- 
ing’s acro turn includes her shinny- 
ing up rope, followed by her 50 one- 
arm swings. More circus than vaude 
act, but okay nevertheless. 


show values. Instead of treating the 
house as a slough spot, the booking 
office has given the theatre plenty 
of attention, and the results are seen 
in the steady business. 


; , | Early spot in show is given to 
Texas Jim Lewis and his cowboys | noyaline Payne’s singing of ‘Oh 
are the synthetic attraction here cur- Johnny. After 16 weeks it’s her 
rent y 4 yy , > > y y > 7° - . . 
rently. They yodel cowboy tunes,| farewell appearance, and she gives 
twang guitars and slap a bullfiddle in 


out neatly, with band jammin’ to her 
revised lyrics. 

Acrobatic dancing turn is supplied 
by Jans, Lynton and Dean. Fast 10 
minutes sees three routines each by 
Jans and Lynton as a team, and 
Dean. Team climax is gal’s contor- 
tions while partner tosses her about 
stage, and Dean highlights 
acro tap to hypoed music. 


typical barn dance fashion. Other 
warbling on the show is by Alice 
Dawn, a statuesque brunet with only 
a fairish voice but a fine sense of 
delivery and neat arrangements. 

Big clicks on the show also are 
Four Franks with their all-around 
clowning, musical stuff and dancing, 
and Bobby Belmont’s puppet act. 
Four Franks have grown up since 
they were a kid act, but they still 
retain the bulk of their juvenile 
routine. Basic selling point of the 
two girls and two boys is their 
breathless pace and constant ex- 
uberance. Jump from tap work to 
| comedy tumbling to musical instru- 
mentalizing. 

Belmont has an in-tne-open mari- 
onet routine that pleases the general 
|mob. He scores best with his skele- 
|ton. item and his finale skating pup- 
'pet. Backed by solid musical stuff 
land the soothing, gliding motion of 
the doll, this routine is especially ef- 
\fective for the family customers. 
|Had to repeat the skating number 
here in response to insistent demand. 
| Randolph Avery threesome haven't 
|quite got an act. There are a few} 
i'moments when they almost come to 


doll novelty to ‘Doll Dance,’ fitting 
nicely with season. 





now in third week as m.c., resorts to 
his native Missouri for line of chat- 
ter in between spurts of ‘Dinah’ on 
his piccolo. Then brings on Terry 
Tex, a moppet from local Monday 
opportunity night trials. Terry has 
good store of juve Png ae along 
with his singing and trap drumming. 
Grant works his ventilated gas-pipe 
in the background and the young- 
ster gets good audience response. 
Novis takes over for 12 minutes of 
tenoring with John Lawder accom- 
|;panying on piano. Repertory of 





maine’ is well received. He does 
‘Pretty Girl Is Like a Melody’ to 
| line’s finale. Quin. 


belle Brown, Sunnubrook Glee Club! 


(24); ’Heroes | 


between ‘Belles A’Poppin’ and other , 


bright spots, but buildup to head-, 


|?ams in the 


Melba, clad in coat of purple paint, | 


with a| 
Line is back with a specialty toy | 


Barney Grant, | 
who came as a standard act and is} 


pops, Irish dialect piece and ‘Char- | 


———=—== 


ROXY, N. Y. 


Borrah Minevitch’s Harmonica 
Rascals, George Prentice, Alf w 
Loyal, Margery Daye, Variety 
Singers, Gae Foster Girls, Paul Ash 
House Orch; ‘Everything Happens at 
Night’ (20th), reviewed in this issue 
of VARIETY. 








An acceptable but not sockful stage 
show, with chances for business be. 
ing anything but good in spite of the 
Sonja Henie name tieup with the pic, 
At the final show Friday (15), at. 
tendance was pretty light. 

The Borrah Minevitch harmonica 
act, with the pint-size comedian who 
by now deserves some billing, head- 
lines the rostrum display. Routine, 
minus Minevitch, is still same as 
usual, while the sub leader is getting 
a little too large to be wearing 
knickers. Or at least he shouldn't be 
wearing ‘em so tight. 

Another well-seasoned turn, also 
standard, is Alf W. Loyal's dog act, 
which was with the Ringling show 
again this past summer. It usually 
plays vaudeville during the winter 
and is always amusing although seen 
so often in set form. 

George Prentice’s Punch and Judy 
| routine is slightly changed; he isn’t 
doing the closing bit in one, as be- 
fore. Act has played here before. 
On this oceasion the Gae Foster girls 
are seated downstage like kids en- 
joying the Punch and Judy per- 
formance. The monk character that 
has been added could be developed 
further. It’s that good. 

In an attempt to capture the 
Christmas spirit, Fanchon & Marco 
has put on a seene of lighted houses, 
with characters in the foreground, as 
though on the street, promenading 
and singing. It's evening and the at- 
mosphere is that of old England. 





| The Variety Singers, house standbys, 


figure in this 
solo (unbilled) 
falling snow 
setting. 

Foster line has a number midway, 
with bells on their ankles and hips. 
Ringing out Xmas cheer, they shake 
the bells in sections. For the finish, 
ithe girls are on their backs, with the 
alr. 

Margery Dave, dainty dancer, is 
on early. getting across satisfactorily. 
Paul Ash's house orch continues to 
play the show well. Char. 


STATE, N. Y. 


Billy Wells & Four Fays, Estelle 
Taylor, Paul Remos & Toy Boys (3), 
James Barton, Ciro Rimac Orch (14) 
with Charlie Boy, Chiquita and Con- 
chita, Ruby Zwerling House Orch; 
‘Intermezzo’ (UA). 


Speedy bill, neatly blended for 
novelty, comedy and music, is pre- 
sented at the State this week. It ran 
about 10 minutes longer when caught 
(last show Thursday) than the usual 
60-minute State presentations, but 
seldom seemed overboard. Show 
follows the frequent practice of the 
house, acts playing the first half to 
the tunes of Ruby Zwerling’s house 
crew, with the latter portion given 
over entirely to the guest band. 

James Barton, less than a week out 
of ‘Tobacco Road,’ on Broadway, in 


briefie. with a tenor 
included. Stars and 
help to maintain the 





which he starred as Jeeter Lester for 
several years, heads the regular 
turns. Vet burley, vaude and legit 


star makes a strong name for the 
marquee as evident from the volume 
of palm-pounding which greets him 
on his entrance. 

Routine is similar to that which he 
has done in vaude for years. Opens 
with a tune, ‘You Made Me Love 
You,’ follows it with his old stand- 
ard ‘Mad Dog’ monolog, does a bit 
of rhythm terping and encores, to 
the shouted demands of the house, 
with one chorus of ‘Annabelle Lee.’ 
with which he’s long been identified. 
Barton naturally appears just a bit 
rusty from his long vaude layoff and 
‘Mad Dog,’ in which he demonstrates 
the progressive stages of drunken- 
ness. is a bit too drawn out though 
good for plenty of audience laughs. 
On the other hand, ‘Annabelle Lee’ is 
by far the best of Barton’s turn and 
should be considerably extended. 
Dancing amounts to little more than 
a selling of his persenality, which is 


plenty, although the long layoff is 
again a factor on the offish-terping. 
He is normally one of the top 


tansters 

Paul Remos and His Toy Boys are 
another standard turn, one of the 
top acts in vaude. Remos and his 
two cute midgets never miss from 
the moment he brings them on in a 
couvle of valises until their flash 
|finale. Solid showmanship all the 
| way milks everything possible out 
| of the turn. Tiny pair tap, do back- 
| bends of all sorts and balancing bits, 
|all with speed, humor and an em- 
phasis on their appealing minuteness. 

Billy Wells and the Four Fays 
|open the bill. Male and gal do a 
| military tap that’s marred by cheap- 
ooking costumes. They're followed 
| by a femme in an acro terp and then 
/a very swell bit in which one of the 
| quintet terps in a costume compris- 
'ing a large head, which runs from 
'neck to thighs of the dancer, and 
| small legs. There’s another boy-gal 
tap routine, this time with boxing 
floves, and then Wells appears with 
his stomach muscle control exhib! 


‘Continued on page 40) 
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WEEK Rev. 
OF in TITLE AND COMPANY TYPE TALENT R. T. 
‘ Billing drive has been set by RKO, | RELEASE Var. Minneapolis, Dec, 1% 
o start Jan. 27 and end May 10, with | ————————"—"| naan — oe eee _— i ings : 
cash prizes. not listed, to be awarded |10/13/39 | 12/14 FLIGHT TO FAME (Col) CD C. Farrell-J. Wells 67 Seneennens THES are being 
‘> man in the Geld making the hestt| 9/20 BABES IN ARMS (M-G) CD J.Garland-M. Rooney-G. Kibbee 96 | Heard again in local independent | 
showing. Herb McIntyre, New Eng- 5 31 JAMAICA INN (Par) M Cc, Laughton-M. O'Hara 99 neighborhood exhibitor circles over f 
land division manager, appointed 10/4 THREE SONS (RKO) D_ E.Ellis-V. Vale-W. Gargan 70 clearance and protection which, it's f 
captain of the drive, and along with 10/4 HOLLYWOOD CAVALCADE (20th) MU A. Faye-D. Ameche-S, Erwin 9@  jalleged, the Paramount-Singer pool 
Harry Gittleson of the home office 10/25 ON YOUR TOES (WB) MU Zorina-E. Albert 93 |is dictating to its own advantage, 
wi make © . > 2X é s eae Tt “ os > = ee ee z ae magi ic rt j j y 
Will make a tour of the exchanges! 10/20/39 | 11/11 SMITH GOES TO WASHINGTON (Col) RD J. Stewart-J. Arthur-C. Rains oe tire teeta ee 
es 10/18 AI THE CIRCUS (M-G) C Marx Bros.-K. Baker-F. Rice Gp [fn SS end OF Gays clearance enjayed 
Sana 11/22 TELEVISION SPY (Par) DW. Henry-J. Barrett-W. Collier, Sr, 58 |>¥ the Paramount-Singer's loop 25¢, | 
Seciter tin. 0. @ SHIPYARD SALLY (20th) CG. Fields-S. Howard Gopher and the 15-25c. double feae | 
ie Pie. ener house on tf stseet 11/1 PACK UP YOUR TROUBLES (2@th) CJ. Withers-Ritz Bros, 15 ture Aster over the indie 25 and 20e, j 
> York. is slated t . urday 12/6 OKLAHOMA FRONTIER (U) WJ. M. Brown-B. Baker-F, Knight 59 |nabe houses, respectively, as wel 
New York, is slated to open Saturday oh a & : | as ' 
night (23), single features, both 11/22 SMASHING MONEY RING (WB) M _sR.« Reagan-M. Stevenson 61 0 fact cg os, erg again is play- ; 
. merican and foreign make. Opener | 7, OQ 1. 10/9% TARE cP gn “renee TE eta ‘oe bale —jing upper bracket major pictures 
4 ti bee Cate Sece” peo | 10/87/89 | 1938 Bewane secoKs ‘cen, § PRtacrataCyee owen ff [elth He be sage shows for ato | 
se: Guced in France. 11/1 MUTINY IN BIG HOUSE (Mono) DC. Bickford-B. MacLane i, = 
=: oe ae Peek i. ~_— of 11/22. DANGER FLIGHT (Mone) D J. Trent-M. Reynolds-M. Stone 61 The indies contend that they're at | 
a4 ses New Yc city and sur- , pe act ol é ese : Scadvantage in consec e 
Pe rounding territory, have the theatre 10/18 DISPUTED PASSAGE (Par) RD Lameur-Tamiroff-Howard so ® at cenevenene Poe apts ee 
‘aX ender inasteem ieeee 10/18 SUED FOR LIBEL (RKO) DK. Taylor-L. Hayes-R. Lane 65 |of this clearance and_ protection 
pale 2 ei 10/25 20,000 MEN A YEAR (20th) D_ R.Scott-P. Foster-M. Lindsay 83 schedule and they're clamoring to 
oO gt Feteing Kellenberg 9/13 HOUSEKEEPER’S DAUGHTER (UA) Cc J. Bennett-A. Menjou-W. Gargan 80 | have it changed, Thus far, however, . 
gh : 11/1 LITTLE ACCIDENT (U) CDH. Herbert-B. Sandy-F. Price 65 2y’ve sueceede ni 
Bl Pittsburgh, Dec. 19. é ) they've not succeeded in obtaining 
a CCK 10/25 THE ROARING TWENTIES (WB) D  4J. Cagney-H. Bogart-P. Lane 106 ony rT 
Het . C. Kellenberg, 20th-Fox local li/l. JEEPERS CREEPERS (Re any alteration. 
a —e. chief under branch manager ual sapl. (Rep) cD Weaver Bros.-R. Rogers 69 —-—— —_——_— - 
> ra Cohn, will be honored Jan, 29 7 > eal i diana tl de tee, ~ 1¢ ’ 
aa aig oy ored Jan. 29 | 14/3/39 11/8 BLONDIE BRINGS UP BABY (Col) CP. Singleton-A. Lake-L. Sims 67 HEAVEN NEXT FOR 
ra 2 an Tee Se eae | 42/20 STRANGER FROM TEXAS (Col) WC. Starrett-L. Gray-D. Curtis 54 
p inner marking his 20th year with 10/11 NINOTCHKA (M-G) CD G. Garbo-M. Douglas-l. Claire lll 
‘fe Fox. Harry Kalmine, zone head for 11/22 OVERLAND MAIL (Mono) W Jack Randall 57 BETTE DAVIS AT WB 
b> Papi is general chairman of the 12 13. FIGHTING MEN (Mono) D J. Newill-S. Blane 
‘ : 10/11 THE FLYING DEUCES (RKO) Cc S. Laurel-O. Hardy-J. Parker 65 
U exchange here being completely 1 R, _— : 
eur “had” caine” oak MARSHALL OF MESA CITY (RKO). W George O'Brien 61 Saltewoed, Des, 16. 
werk now tnd angie ; 12/6 HEAVEN BARBED WIRE FENCE (20th) CD J. Rogers-R. Walburn-M.Rambeau_ 61 ‘ : . } 
er way in general of- , - ’ All This and Heaven, Too,’ is the; 
jun Another thie alteration tab ‘ 11/1 LEGION OF LOST FLYERS (U) M_ R.Arlen-A. Nagel-A. Devine 63 bss pines , 
is cs cn a Ua aecebeen 11/18 CALL A MESSENGER (U) M BB. Halop-H. Hall-M. Carlisle gq | next starrer for Bette Davis at Ware | 
where new Panty btn ae Pon | 11/22 KID NIGHTINGALE (WB) Cc J. Payne-J. Wyman 58 | ners, replacing ‘The House On the I 
front are being ‘installed. House 11/10/39 | 11/8 REMEMBER? (M-G) hae Geen Agen Ge | Casny Rekineen seriptes “Ste 
continuing to run, however, during |°"/*™ 12/6 HEROES IN BLUE (Mono) «44> 60 ore eet oe — 
work. Harris Newreel-Palace has | 11/1 CAT AND CANARY (Par) MB. Hepe-Pauleite Geedard-J.Beal 720 | 7° 4 0" the Rachel Field novel, 
a tee outfitted with complete | 11/8 MAIN STREET LAWYER (Rep) ME. Ellis-A. Louise-R. Baldwin 72 | oar. a. & 
Dace Hinman By en 11/8  ALLEGHENY UPRISING (RKO) D J. Wayne-C. Trevor-C. Sanders os | Morros’ ‘We, the People’ 
Bt eer yong Wag ee | : : potodden ge ALONG MOHAWK (20th) DC. Coibert-H. Fonda-E. M, Oliver 103 F Pi H Idli RKO 
ager, back on job after being IRST LOVE (U) RD ___—iOD«. Durbin-R. Stack 84 ‘or Pix; Huddlin 
oe genta ator tga with ser- | 11/8 ONE HOUR TO LIVE (U) M D.Nolan-C. Bickford-J. Litel 61 : 5 , 
Saas See. See wee 10/4 ELIZABETH AND ESSEX (WB) DB. Davis-E. Flynn 10g | Having closed for rights to the air 
oes one, ewe. t ————— : J 2 > ees cathe Ee | program, ‘We, the People,’ which 
@aaae Pa state Png, enc Grand, 11/17/39 | 11/15 ANOTHER THIN MAN (M-G) RD M. Loy-W. Powell-C. A. Smith 101 | will be the first of four more feas 
rry, Pa., in order to play off ac- |’ | 11/15 THE PHANTOM STRIKES (Mono) M  W.Lawson-S. Hale 58 j|tures Boris Morros plans doing i 
cumulated profit which doesn’t rate RAIDERS OVER ENGLAND (Mono) D No Cast Sane sacmeaniistaaes am grcetelligeern es 
first-run showing at his Rex there. 9/20 RULERS OF THE SEA (Par) D__iOD:«. Fairbanks, Jr.-M. Lockwood 96 oo See ee Mee ES Se 
Grand has been closed for last seven 11/22 TOWER OF LONDON (U) MB. Rathbone-B. Karloff . oe . 
years, 11/15 THE COVERED TRAILER (Rep) C J. Gleason-L. Gleason-T. Ryan > ire ee eee SS) 
ti ntire Col sales force started vaca- 10/18 MEET DR. CHRISTIAN (RKO) D J. Hersholt-D. Lovett-P. Lee 63 Coast, where he will spend the holis 
ion yesterday 8) until Jan. 2. 11/1 TOO BUSY TO WORK (20th) C J. Prouty-S. Byington-K. Howell 64 days, returning to New York early 
Hoffbere’s Chi Branch 11/1 ON DRESS PARADE (WB) Fs M Dead End Kids-J. Litel 62 a “a ee meas — oe 
J. H. Hoffberg, distribs of foreign | AMAZING MR. WILLIAMS (Col <7 * if ‘—_ ad }- . nag end inl engec= 
pix, will open new branch in Chi- | 11/24/38 11/22 SECRET OF DR. KILDARE (MG) D : cee Gere Da $3 ne ee ee eee 
cago in January. Arthur S. Benja- | 12/20 ROLL, WAGONS, ROLL (Mono) w Tex Ritter. 4 — 58 | well under way with RKO, Morros 
min will head it, Bob Snyder in | 11/8 OUR NEIGHBORS (Par) CDF. Bainter-F. Craven-E. Lowe 83 /having had huddles with George J. 1 
charge of sales. . | 11/22 THAT'S RIGHT, YOU'RE WRONG (RKO) MU_ K. Kyser-A.Menjou-E.E.Horton —91_—| Schaefer while east. 
Hoffberg’s affiliate, Coast Pictures | 11/15 DAY-TIME WIFE (20th) CD _ T. Power-L. Darnell-W William "1 | 
Corp., just opened a new branch in | 11/29 BIG GUY (U} D v. MclI aglen-J Coo er 78 . 
San Francisco, Dave Nathanson | i1/15 WE ARE NOT ALONE (WB) DP. Muni-J. Bryan-F. Robson 112 1 Bie Union | 
ing, | ————_————_—_—_—_— . . : minnie | oO 
; 7 12/1/39 12/6 A CALL ON THE PRESIDENT (M-G) CD As, Sothern-W. Gargan-L. Stone 69 | & 
Loew’s Greenwich Deal Chills | CAFE HOSTESS (Col) CD C.Grant-R. Russell-R. Bellamy | L___ Continued from page 5___t | 
Deal of Loew's to take over the | GENTLEMAN FROM ARIZONA (Mono) WC. Reynolds-J. King 71 ayy 5 tasenntl ’ ‘on’ f 
Pickwick, Greenwich, Conn., from | YUKON FLIGHT (Mono) D J. Newill-L. Stanley-D. O’Brien | favor the formation of ‘one big union ‘ 
Ed Peskay, is reported cold follow- 12/6 COWBOYS FROM TEXAS (Rep) W Rs Livingston-R. Hatton-D. Renaldo 57. |°" continuation of the present divided : 
ing weeks of negotiation. | 11/29 NIGHT OF NIGHTS (Par) CDP. O'Brien-O. Bradna-R. Young g5 setup. However, he intends to make 
Pickwick, only house in the Green- | 12/13 RENO (RKO) DR. Dix-G. Patrick-A. Louise 73 | tour of the various branch offices, 
XN wich town, seats 1,900 and has been | 11/22 CITY IN DARKNESS (20th) M _séCS. Toler-L. Bari-R. Clarke 72 | stopping in Chicago, Los Angeles and 
operated independently by Peskay | 10/25 INSP. HORNLEIGH ON HOLIDAY (20th) M G. Harker-A. Sim-L. Travers 90 San Francisco, early in January 
Natic ” — o— Grand 12/20 LAUGH IT OFF (U) Cc J. Downs-C. Moore 64 | SAG’s support of the ‘one big 
ational as general sales manager | 2¢ IRN . x y ; P PER act ghd 
i auaar vere Gelre can, tcleralie Gee 11/: /- RETURN OF DR. X (WB) M jj. - Bogart-J. Litel-R. Lane 60 ; union proposal is understood based 
y had the house, built about 12 years | 12/8/39 11/15 FUGITIVE AT LARGE (Col) M J. Holt-P. Ellis ~ @g |S much on uneasiness over the pos 
ago. ' TAMING OF THE WEST (Col) W Bill Elliott | sibility of another attempted juriss | 
12/13. HENRY GOES ARIZONA (M-G) CD F. Morgan-V. Weidler-G. Kibbee | dictional invasion, such as last sume ; 
~ os Moods WB in N. H. | a cae tem toe Ww John Wayne |mer’s try by the International Allis ' 
_Roy Haines, Warner eastern divi- | 4 LLA. (Par WT. Guizar-A. Dunn-A. Mowbra 69 {ance of Theatrical Stage Employees, I 
sion manager, has shifted John R. | TWO THOROUGHBREDS (RKO) » ¢, Lyden-J. Kerrigan shite pop tp tin aa pleases igh sab 
Mahan from Philadelphia to New | 12/13. BARRICADE (20th) CD Alice Faye-W. Baxter-A, Treacher 70 | etc. With Willie Bioff now the real 
Haven where he takes command of | MAN FROM MONTREAL (U) DR. Arlen-A. Devine 1] ‘3 i. 7 “ge ne 
the WB exchange there, succeeding | | 12/6 PRIVATE DETECTIVE (WB) M J. Wyman-D. Foran 57 | — oi 1 ny: = bargin 
John Pavone. Latter renains with | 22. : ialiocieesiniiapsineiniataimenesngeetiniainianpamnnin __“'__ | deeply entrenched in the Coast labo 
the company in New Haven, but will 12 15 39 12, 13 NIC K CARTER, DETECTIVE (M-G) M W. Pidgeon-R. Johnson-H. Hull | Situation, it’s figured there’s a genus 
be shifted into another post, as yet THE SEC RET FOL R (Mono) D F. Lawton-H. Sinclair-A. Lee line chance that he might try to take 
nag tranny = mt amg has been 11/22 ALL WOMEN hye ne (Par) aD He re } over the actor unions. A united Four 
a salesman in the Philly territory. ALL ME? , bf eT ar - Allen, Jr.-J. Cz 7-V. | Avs fre bs niente ne o nanan 
ss ee hee 12/13 SOUTH OF THE BORDER (Rep) Ww G. hance. acute’ h. taewey ™ 1S } SHO 3 SREP 98 & Heo sid 
GN Shifts | 12/20 THE HONEYMOON’S OVER (20th) > Lined ieee ieee 866) et ee ? 
Buffalo. Dec. 19. | 11/22 MISSING EVIDENCE (VU) cP. Penten-E. Merwer ° ‘ 64 If the Equity membership at = 
Paul Richrath becomes Buffalo | THE MAD EMPRESS (WB) D M. Novara-L. Atwili-C. Nagel | Friday meeting goes on reco! 
branch manager for Grand National. ; . - —acipaiinaen _ Ss against the unification plan the whole 
succeeding Bert Frees, who goes to 12/22/39 12/13 be GIRL FRIDAY (Col) CDC. Grant-R. Russell | idea will be seriously set back. For 
New York. Richrath formerly at | 12/20 tery Momma AND SON (M-G) CD iL. Stone-M. Rooney-C. Parker Re although the legit union is now one 
GN’s Albany office. William Murray, | ” mONNY —a S TRAV ELS (Par) CD Cartoon 15 of the smallest Four A’s affiliates, 
also of Albany office. succeeds Al | MARRIE o BURN (Rep) CD J.Gleason-L. Gleason-T. Ryan it still holds an influential position 
Teschmacher as GN’s Buffalo booker. | I : ED AND IN LOVE (RKO) CD A. Marshall-B. Read-H. Vinson 60 be 7 eee : cetup. 
Sit Mice Steines dala dares 12/20 HAPPENS AT NIGHT (20th) RD S. Henie-R. Milland-R, Cummings 76 | yecause of its seniority in the setup 
sed reonenad by IL. Pancuinte, seso- 12/20 CHARLIE MeCARTHY, DETECTIVE (U) = M_E. Bergen-R. Cummings 7g | However, Equity’s financial statu’ 
ciated with Martina circuit. , i athe Mindy RD  Lane-Sisters-G. Page-E. Albert 116 | ‘5"'t as strong as it was a few yea! 
© Plaza, Rochester, reopening diet SLIGHTLY HONORABLE (UA) CDR. Terry-B. Crawford-E. Arnold ago, whereas the other affilials 
ch ollowing renovation. /99, 12/20 ra a —— __.| notably SAG and AFRA have \e- 
Z' Nate Marcus, Republic Syracuse 12/29/39 11/29 SEAAe Vitter aeanene (P MU _N. Eddy-I. Massey-C. Ruggles 102 | come much more powerful in recent 
| representative, resigned to join Co- WOMAN WHO DARED R ar) MU M. Martin-A, Jones-W. Connolly 84 years. And AGVA while only a 
i lumba’s Syracuse sales, succeeding 12/2 4 (Rep) D  C.Bickford-O. Davis, Jr.-D. Day f is signs 
{ Ly eee /20 DAYS OF JESSE JAMES (Rep) WR. Rogers-G. Hayes-D. Bar gg a RAS Oe, Ree Owe ek 
- - 12/20 HUNCHBACK OF NOTRE DAME (RKO) DC. Langhton-M. O'Hara 11g | 0f becoming a financial and political 
Bronx Switch 19/6 DESTRY Babee Aa cam RD C. Romero-M. Weaver-C. P. Martin 73 | !eader in Four A's affairs. 
Bronx. N. Y., Dec. 19. ponte ge Be LY W M. Dietrich-J. Stewart-M. Auer 90 Despite Equity’s insistence that i 
Consolidated, which for the past 12/99 RAPFLES (0 ES (WB) MG. Raft-J. Bryan holds jurisdiction over the television 
shuttered and the Forum open, both | ] /5 / TWO-FISTED ERS (( ¥ Four A’s conceding such a claim. 
in South Bronx, is shortly to reverse| ‘ ’ ” THE EARL OF CHICAGO (MG) Y < Meson tee Even if that slight chance were 1 
Fa the nrocedure, Chain -is renovating EMERGENCY SQUAD (Par) RD R. Montgomery-E, Arnold-R. Owen materialize, the other unions would 
if 04 oe aipaieag pees LEGION OF LAWLESS (RKO) Ww pip heh pa Denning be certain ‘to insist that their mem- 
ie e house. at which time the Forum 7 : AD eve ittec “ 
Et ee ee ee coe SWANEE a ome RD _D. Ameche-A. Leeds-A. Jolson wens Be poeminen we werk = = 
ager of the Forum, will go to the A CHILD IS BORN (WB) C C.Mooere-F¥. Albertson-R. Armstrong visio field without taking out oqt 4 
Willis in the same capacity upon the ptmadeaeen ties RD _ G. Fitzgerald-J. Lynn cards. Therefore, Equity s oes 
reopening. 1/12/40 CONGO MAISIE (M-G) See : of increasing its income by contro’™ 
f om, DANGER AHEAD (Mono) = $- kn a Carroll-R. Johson ing the television field are figured 
Raze Old O.H. 11/22 GERONIMO (Par) WP. Foster-E. Drew-A. Devi gg | extremely remote. In the meantitt 
C olumbiana, O., Dec. 19. 12/13 MEXICAN SPITFIRE (RKO) RD LL. Velez-D. Woods-L. eer - ; the situation in regard to television 
The old Columbiana Opera House. HEROES OF THE SADDLE (Re se piney Reon 67 | jurisdicti mains virtually static, 
: D: (Rep) w R. I “ ; > en jurisdiction remains virtual 
erected in 1873, which has had a long CITY OF CHANCE (20th) eee teres Be PORSONS fT ‘oi ami :present- 
and varied career, most recently as a IN VISIBLE MAN RE’ IRN J - = aoe, Raney Smith-D. Weeds pein evel tg on sok ill 
; ; Beg sE MAN RETURNS (U) MV. Price-N. Grey-J. Sutto ing Equity, SAG and AFRA st! 
junk shop, is being razed. BROTHER RAT AND BABY (WB) C J. Bry-?.tac Nadwine » Ti aaren Mtg 
: ° wa. Ss , é . 
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“It’s a Hap-Hap-Happy Day on Broadway. 
Today, ‘GULLIVER’S TRAVELS’ 


opens at the New York Paramount!” 


BOT ca yy (ap a mansine, ae 
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“GULLIVER’S TRAVELS” 


A FULL-LENGTH FEATURE CARTOON, IN TECHNICOLOR ° PRODUCED BY MAX FLEISCHER - DIRECTED BY pA FLEISCHER - A PARAMOUNT PICTURE 
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Brush Off Neely bt 
Continued from page 4 
of monopolistic and burdensome 13. Guarantee that every patron 


trade practices. 

3. Likewise relieve indie distribu- 
tors and indie producers of monop- 
olistic and burdensome trade prac- 
tices. 

4. Enable representatives of re- 
ligious, educational and welfare as- | 
sociations to suppress the showing of | 
any picire they feel the public 
should not be allowed to see, by pri-| 
vate pressure on the local theatre | 
management. 

5. Give local busybodies the right 
to help the exhibitor pick out the 
piciures he will show in his theatre. 

6. Make the exhibitor solely re- 
sponsible for the stories produced | 
end for the presentation of vice, | 
crime and sex in pictures. | 

7. Prevent showing of any pictures | 
not adapted to children. | 

8. Compel the production of pic- 
tures on high moral standards. | 

9. Compel showing of socially de- | 
sirable films. | 

10. Prevent the production of pic- | 
tures dealing with sex hygiene, the | 
drug traffic, white slavery and use of | 
intoxicating beverages. 

11. Stop the showing of films 
refer to corruption in public office. 

12. Compel all theatres to run 
children’s matinees and _ family 
nights, 


| will like every picture they see. 


14. Compel the licensing of choice 
theatrical pictures in current release 
churches, 


for showing In 
clubs and other non-theatrical ex- 
hibitions, 


15. Enable the exhibitor to play 
nothing but hits. 

16. Compel the wholesale distrib- 
utor to sell his best picture alone for 
ihe same price he would take for the 


'same picture in a deal for all of his 


pictures. 

17. Prevent 
grams. 

18. Give every theatre the pictures 
they want at whatever prices they 
are willing to pay. 

19, Compel competitive selling and 
abolish competitive buying. 

20. Abolish unreasonable 
ance. 

21. Abolish the score charge. 

22. Do away with trailers, screeno, 
bank night, amateur contests and 
premiums. 

23. Reduce Hollywood salaries and 
increase all other salaries, 

24. Move the Hollywood studios to 


couble-feature pro- 


clear- 


that | New York, Chicago, Dallas, Miami, 


New Orleans, and Newark, N. J. 
25. Give us all more work % 

and less money for doing it. 
(Palfreyman claimed the bulk of 


do 


schools, 


| a 
the benefit ideas were gecaned from 
Neely’s own report on the measure. ) 


——__— 


‘Harry Brandt Continues 
Anti-Neely, Anti-Radio 


Philadelphia, Dec. 19. 

Harry Brandt, president of the In- 
dependent Theatre Owners Associa- 
ition of New York, speaking here be- 
fore a meeting of 200 exhibitors on 
| ‘Thursday (14), disclosed he had re- 
| cei ed assurances from the major 
| producers that no new players will 
| be signed unless they agree to keep 
| off the radio. 

Brandt, who has been leading the 
exhibitors’ fight against screen play- 
ers on the air, said the producers 
pledged they would see to it that all 
| contract players will be forbidden to 
make radio appearances, 

This ban, Brandt said, would not 
apply to film actors who received 
their start on the radio like Edgar 
Bergen, Jack Benny, Fred Allen, 
Gracie Allen et al. The ITOA head 
said the Hollywood producers have 
pointed out that their big headaches 
come from freelance players such as 
Claudette Colbert and Charles Boyer. 

‘We asked Boyer why he persisted 
in making radio appearances to the 
detriment of the business that made 
him,’ Brandt said. 

‘Boyer answered he got $125,000 
for a picture and $4,000 for a half- 
hour radio appearance. He admitted, 
however, that he probably wouldn't 
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ERPPS HELPING HAND 


is welcomed ’round the world! 


ERPI’s foreign service is truly world-wide 
.--over 1200 employees, working out of 25 
main and 75 service offices... taking expert 
care of Western Electric equipment abroad 
in 4600 theatres and 20 studios. 

And all this in addition to the job at home. 


ERPI, backed by 


Bell Telephone Labora- 


tories, will continue to pioneer in scientific 
research...improving apparatus for record. 
ing and reproducing sound pictures... 
helping to assure the continued growth and 
prosperity of the industry! 


Electrical Research Products Inc 


SUBSIDIARY OF 


Western Electric Company 








rate a nickel if he wasn't built up as | 


a big picture star.’ 

Brandt declared that film stars in 
many cases harm their own reputa- 
tion by poor radio performances be- 
cause of the difference in technique of 
the two entertainment media. And 
if they are good on the air, they keep 
their fans at home listening instead 
of going to see the picture they may 
be playing in, he said. 

‘In either case,” Brandt continued, 
‘they are not playing fair with the 
exhibitor who spends thousands of 
dollars each year in advertising and 
exploitation building them up. They 
are in reality usurping our property 
when they sell thenr names to an op- 
position industry.’ 

Abe Sablosky, operator of the Ar- 
cadia theatre, and Lewen Pizor, 
president of the United Motion Pic- 
ture Theater Owners of Eastern 
Pennsylvania, South Jersey and Dela- 
ware, were appointed Philly repre- 
sentatives to Brand't committee of 60 
to iron out the radio-film controversy 
between exhibitors and producers. 

Brandt's appearance was his 2lst 
before exhibitor groups in his 
cross-country tour, He reiterated his 
stand that passage of the Neely bill 
would put every indie out of busi- 
ness, and scoffed at reports that the 
bill would aid the industry. 





Showman Stricken In 
Neely Bill Argument 


Fort Worth, Dec. 19. 

The Texas Motion Picture The- 
atre Owners’ Protective Association 
was organized in 1930 to fight a bill 
in the Legislature which would have 
set up a State censor board. Success- 
ful in its fight to nip censorship in 
the bud, the MPTOA languished un- 
til November when president Roy L. 
Walker of Lampasas set out to re- 
organize for a fight against the Neely 
Bill in Congress. An attorney and 
owner of small theatres in Lampasas, 
Brady and Belton (Texas), Walter 


= 
from the 12th, 13th, and 17th con 
gressional districts that they forward 
petitions to their Congressmei pro. 
testing the Neely Bill. 

Lester Meyer, independent thea. 
tr> owner from Chillicothe, leaped tg 
his feet and said that such a sugges. 
tion was an insult. He upbraided 
Walker for ‘having the afirontery tg 
invite independents to a meeting like 
this and ask them to sign petitions 
against their own interests.’ 

‘I'm for the Neely F'')” he Said 
‘and so are the other independents, 
If you and the big chains are for it, 
sign all the petitions ou want to 
but don’t waste our time.’ : 

Other indepedents at the meeting 
kept quiet, but only two joined the 
MPTOA, W. J. Wilkey of Graham 
and Marshall Cook of Strawn. They 
were elected directors. 

From his hospital bed later Walker 
said that Meyer and tle other inde. 
pedent holdouts in Fort Worth were 
the only ones he had encountered in 
10 Congressional districts of Texas 
who are not opposed to the Neely 
Bill and willing to petition against it, 

He had held similar meetings jn 
Dallas, Austin, Brady and El Paso 
and found unanimous support for the 
MPTOA and unanimous opposition to 
its bugaboo, the Neely Bill. 

Of nine directors elected in the 
reorganization so far, only two rep- 
resent the chains (R. J. O'Donnell of 
Interstate and Harold Robb of the 
Robb & Rowley Circuit) and the rest 
are independents. The rest are F, 
L. Wolf (Clarksville), C. H. Cox 
(Gilmer), Roy Pringle (Fabens), 
Henry Reeves (Menard), Tom White 
(Burnet) and Wilkey and Cook, who 
were elected here. 

President Walker's estimate: 
‘Seventy-five per cent of the inde. 
pendent theatres of Texas are ag 
opposed to the Neely Bill as the 
chains and the producers themselves 
are,” 


Dallas Huddle on Neely 
Dailas, Dec. 19. 





had easy going with his reorganiza- 
tion plan until he reached Fort Worth 
last week (15). 

Here the opposttron, though small, | 
was so loud that it broke up the | 
meeting. Walker retired to his hotel 
room, suffered a heart attack and | 
has been in the hospital ever since. | 
Physicians ascribed his attack to! 
overwork and overexcitement. 

The meeting here was by far the 
most exciting of five he had held 
over the State. The MPT%A presi- 
dent suggested to theatre men here 
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i Theatre Owners of New 
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Indies and chains of Texas tem- 
porarily buried the hatchet last week 
and met in this city to discuss the 


| Neely bill. 


Speakers held bill 
Harry Brandt, prez 


Was ruinous, 
Independent 
York, told 
the Theatre Owners’ Protective Ase 
sociation that the bill will ruin the 
biz and urged 1,000,000 letters be sent 
the House of Representatives to ce- 
feat the bill there. Karl Hoblitzelle 
also predicted dire results if bill 
passes. Most indies favored bill, 
however, 
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Will not be shown ex- 
cept at advance prices 


at least until 1941. proadway Bist Street 


GONE WITH THE WIND 
3 Continuous Shows Dally: 11:30 A.M., 4 

& 9 P.M Before 5 P.M. (3 P.M. Sat., 
Sun. & Hol.) orch. & ba Tie, Loges $1.10 
After 5 P.M. (3 P.M. Sat., Sun. & Hol 
$1.10, Lowes $1.65. (No Reserved Seats) 








Will not be shown ex- 
. cept at advance prices 
Bway and 45tn 3 at least until 1941, 


GONE WITH THE WIND 


Mats 
> to $1.10 


Twice Daily 2:15, § P.M.; 


(exc, Sat., Sun., 

Eves. $1.10 to $2.20. Sat., Sun. and 

Hol. Matinees, 75c to $1.65. 
(Reserved Seats 8 Weeks in Advance) 
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JIMMY SAVO 
MERRY MACS 


TRAVELS” : 


GLENN GRAY 


“GULLIVER’S 














A Paramount Pictur: |] \ND HIS ORG 
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Opening SAT.,, Dec. 23 


“The LIGHT THAT FAILED” 


“DESTRY RIDES AGAIN” 
with MARLENE DIETRICH 
JAMES STEWART 

UNITED 


ARTISTS RIVOLI Broadway 


at 49th &t. 
Doors Open 8:30 A.M. MIDNITE SHOWS 








STARTS FRIDAY, DEC. 22ND 


“FOUR WIVES” 


with 


The “FOUR DAUGHTERS” 


In Person 





ABE LYMAN onen. 


STRAND 








and 4ith St. 

















W. & W.’s New Detroit House 
Detroit, Dec. 19. 


here, 2,000-seater, all on one floor. 
It gives W&W 23,000 seats in Detroit. 





Adding to its nabe chain, Wisper | 
& Wetsman opened its New Harper | 
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Los 
car” MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER 


“BALALAIKA’ 


Spectacular Stage Production® 
























Thurs., Dec. 2) 
“THE CAT gna 
THE CANARY” 

Bob Hope 












Last Times Wed. 


Leslie Howard 
“INTERMEZZO” 
In Person 
James Barton 
Estelle Taylor 


In Person 
Lovelia Parsons 
and Hollywood Stas 
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Lewis Milestone 
Hal Roach Studios, Inc. 
Culver City, Californie 


Dear Milly: 


oF it. 








THE PICTURE 





HOLLYWOOD SAID 





21 








‘COULDN'T BE MADE" 





Saas = : ee 


I have a problem in telling you what I think 
The picture industry has wilted the 
language like the Surrealist Dali's watches. 
There are no good stiff adjectives left. 
Suppose I try to rebuild English from the 
bottom and say that it is a very good and 
very moving picture and that I am oroud to be 
associated with it. 


Ge re 


I just saw the picture, nOf Mice and-Men.” 





; 





Premiere at the 4 Star Theatre, 
Los Angeles, on December 22nd 


Your brochure on the making of this great dramatic entertainment is in the mail. 












JOHN 
STEINBECK 
VIKING PRESS 
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Film Salesman Bowen Gave NBC Top | 
News Scoop On Graf Spee Sinking 


ck Sioniniaanaiiian + 


James Bowen, said to be an Amer- 
ican film salesman for Metro located 
in Montevideo, Uruguay, 
NBC 
news scoops Sunday 
5:56 p.m., he shouted: 


provided 
radio’s 
(17), when, at 


‘Quick—give 


with one of greatest 


me the air—the Graf Spee has ex- | 


ploded. 
over the web when he said this. 

NBC had the only radio voice cir- 
cuit from the Uruguayan capital and, 
promptly on receipt in New York 
of the flash, all the newspaper wire 
services immediately flashed their 
customers with full credit to the 
web. NEC also scored when, puttin: 
the flash on its own shortwave beam 
to Europe, it was the source of ex- 
tras published in Paris and London. 
Routine cable confirmation was con- | 
siderably behind. 


Bowen, who is from Lowell, Mass.., | 
the | 
spoke | 


stood with 


crowded 


on 
He alone 


earphones 
docks. 
radio 


phone with four Uruguayan 


Actually he was on the air! 





Spee Spawns Sea Show 


will put Paul 
a former naval officer- 
member of its news staff to work 
Dec. 27 explaining the high seas 
angle of the European war. He's 
to air once weekly, 9:15-9:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays. Titled ‘The War at 
Sea,’ it’s obviously prompted by 
last week's battle off South 
America. 

Schubert has written several 
books on sea history and man- 
power, ete., of various navies. 


N.Y. COMMITT 
MAY RATEKI 


WoOR-Mutual 


& y} 
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men, who took up four other po-)| 


Bowen 
what these natives 


sitions along the shoreline. 
translated 


In his several sessions it 
obvious the world was hearing 
events as they 


observed. 
was 
the 
was 
from the war since things 
down after President 
neutrality proclamation. 


settled 


President 


Roosevelt was tuned in at his home} 


in Hyde Park and was reported tell- 
ing friends the broadcast had been 
‘thrilling.’ 

teflecting its own evaluation of the 
scoop, NBC re-broadcast a transcrip- 
tion of the flash late at night. 
Elaborately explaining that this was 


a relaxation of network policy that | 


had been permitted only twice be- 
fore, NBC didn’t hide its light. 

Bowen, a former army man, once 
manager of the American Club in 
Buenos Aires, is expected to receive 
a substantial cash bonus from 
in addition to his compensation. He 
had nearly 48 straight hours of stand- 
ing by. 

Radio in general was out on a 
due to the scarcity of English- 
speaking contacts and the general 
previous lack of radio experience 
with South America. 

Dave Driscoll, of WOR, New York, 
adopted an ingenious method. With 
the Spanish-speaking editor of La 
Prensa in New York in the office, he 
telephoned a native newspaperman 
in Montevideo and got a wealth of 
local detail at a cost of $22.50 in tolls. 
Translated, this material was insert- 
ed as Driscoll’s bit in the Mutua! co- 
op program, ‘Show of the Week.’ at 
6:30 p.m. 

Bowen did 
Montevideo 


limb 


one broadcast from 
for CBS on Thursday 


(14), but NBC hastily made it clear 


that it 
his 


wasn’t paying him to sg 
findings with a rival 


distribs know him. It was NBC that 
so identified him). 
Detrsit Called Up 
Detroit, Dec. 19. 
Station WWJ through its owner, 
the Detroit News, arranged a tele- 
phone conversation direct with Mon- 
tevideo early Sunday afternoon prior 
to the Spec lifting anchor. WW4J 
relay via A. T. & T. and with special 
FCC sanction used the A. P. corre- 
spondent, Harold K. Milks. 
NBC was offered, but declined, the 
WWJ program. 


wwj, 


Ruthrauif & Ryan Works 
Qn Dodge Wax Series; 


Trucks to Ross-Roy 


Ruthrauff & Ryan is working on a 
transcription series for Dodge. It 
will be a half-hour musical show for 
weekly runoff over a period of 13 
weeks. 

Same longer handling 
the truck division of the Dodge ac- 
count. Latter business has been 


gonoew te 
age ney Is no 


turned over to the Ross-Roy Adver- | 


tising Service, of Detroit, which re- 
cently conducted a motor truck sur- 
vey for R. & R. Involved around 
$1,500,000 a year. 





Bill Mulvey, who was with Gen- 
eral Electric’s television division at 
the N. Y. World’s Fair, off to Miami 
until the next session, 


| 
English and was connected by a 
| 
| 


happened. It} 
the first real radio excitement | 


Roosevelt’s | 


NEC | 


share 
web. | 

(M-G-M in New York has no rece | 
ord of any James Bowen on its pay- | 
roll. Nor did any of the other film | 


fed | 
him as well as what he personally | 


Committee of clubwomen repre- 
sentatives, formed last spring to act 
'as a clearing bureau on radio mat- 
ters in contact with networks and ad- 
| vertising agencies, met Monday (18) 
at Town Hall, N. Y., in the first of 
| what is expected to be twice-monthly 
chinfests. Present at the mecting 
‘were Ed Kirby and Paul Peter, of 
N.A.B.; Margaret Cuthbert of NBC; 
Gilson Gray, of CBS; and Julius 
Scebach, of Mutual. The committee 
itself includes Mrs. Harold V. Milli- 
gan, Mrs. Nathaniel Singer, Dr. 
Alice Kelliher, Mrs. Rita Hocheimer, 


othy Lewis, Mrs. Dorothy McFadden 
and Mrs. Dorothy Gordon. These 
represent sundry organizations from 
the General Federation of Women’s 
Clubs to the American Library Assn. 

Committee has several aims, one 
of them relating to the wish that 
sponsors of children’s programs 
should multiply, not decline as they 
recently have. 
phasize their understanding that ac- 
, tion and excitement are 
that the children themselves must 
be pleased, that goody-goody stuff is 
self-defeating. At the same time, if 
they are to get behind the programs 
and ballyhoo them, clubwomen think 
they should be consulted before, not 
after, all production plans are com- 
pleted. 

After another meeting early in 
January the committee wants to get 
together with a group of admen. 
Eventually the committee may issue 
ratings and recommendations, pos- 
sibly printing a bulletin, but will in- 
dulge in no research projects, or 
anything of that kind. 


Hollywood Transcriptioni 


| 


Miss Mary Gould Davis, Mrs. Dor- | 


The clubwomen em- | 


necessary, | 


WBBM's Falknor, Scheppe 


Seek New Jersey License 
Chicago, Dee. 19. 
Frank Falknor, WBBM-CBS en- 


gineer chieftain, Rex Scheppe, 
WBBM time salesman, and James 
Cosman, with the Federal Tube 
Company, have entered application 


for radio station in Paterson, N. J. 
Asking for 1,000 watts on 900 kilo- 
cycles, 


Craney Fights All 


Or Any Performance 
| Fees For Music Use 


Washington, Dec. 19. 

In fighting all proposals to force 
broadeasters to pay copyright license 
fees, Ed Craney, owner of KGIR, 
Butte, is turning out to be a fine 
salesman for the N. A. B.-sponsored 
industry-owned music publishing 
house. Appearing at two recent dis- 
trict meetings, Craney argued force- 
fully against Broadcast Music Inc., 
and then saw practically all of his 
| hearers signed promises to purchase 
| stock. 





Going outside his own bailiwick, 


SH OWS | Craney appeared at Omaha, where 


116 out of 27 subscribed. In his home 
| territory, 21 of 23 stations came 
| through the only recalcitrants being 
the two Craney-owned outlets. 


‘SPADEA LEAVES RADIO 
FOR YOU MAGAZINE 


Chicago, Dec. 19. 

Radio rep firm of Reiter-Spadea 
|is dissolving, with Joe Spadea join- 
|ing You magazine advertising de- 
| partment. 
troit chief for the Petry office before 
| joining with Virgil Reiter to hold 
| down eastern half of outfit. 

Reiter continues on his own and 
will rep WCAU, Philadelphia, in 
midwest out of Chicago. 











Social Security Dramas 





Washington, Dec. 19. 

Dramatization based on records of 
the Social Security Board are next 
on the educational schedule planned 
by CBS and the Federal 
| Agency in the ‘Democracy in Action’ 
series. Heard Sunday afternoons. 
| With the security program in full 
swing, the programs will be partially 
historical, describing past efforts of 
the American people to protect their 
welfare and the latest New Deal 
methods. Build-up for the Roose- 
veltian reforms is sponsored by Fed- 
eral Education Commissioner John 
W. Studebaker, who disclosed that 
following series will be devoted to 
labor problems and housing activi- 
ties. The security group debuts Sun- 
; day (24), 





Revive Issue of Wax Stigma 


sts Request Equality With 


‘Live’ Shows—Rules Change Asked 


Washington, Dec. 19. 

Renewed plea for change in the 
rule requiring frequent radio iden- 
tification of recordings and trans- 
criptions as such has been made to 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission. Waxed program parity with 
live talent was revived last week by 
Radio Transcription Producers Asso- 
ciation of Hollywood. 

Attorney Ben. S. Fisher directed 
attention again at the old contro- 
versy by recommending a revision 
of present regulations so that discs 
have to be announced only at the 
conclusion of a program. Motion 
proposes abandonment of the intro- 
ductory announcement and the 15- 
minute break, which are termed of 
no value, 

‘The public is only interested in 
the substance and quality of the pro- 
| gram broadcast,’ the FCC was told, 
‘and whether it comes from a trans- 
cription made by live talent or comes 
| by means of mechanical devices such 
as a transmitter and wire lines of 
live talent, makes no difference to 
the listening public. 

‘The more recent perfection of 
mechanical transcriptions tended to 
make the quality of both types of pro- 
grams similar and the effect upon the 
|} listening public would be aimost in- 


distinguishable....There 


appears to 
be no 


at this time to 
continue to notify the public in the 
beginning of all transcriptions to the 
efiect that the following program is 
a transcribed program. 

‘This places 


good reason 


transcription that is unfair and un- 
necessary and works to the disad- 
vantage of iranscription over live 
talent programs for which there is 
no sound reason. 
| ‘The public has the privilege of lis- 
tening to the program of its choice 
and whether it be live talent .or 
transcription, the latter should not 
ben penalized by reason of the fact 
|that the broadcasting 
chosen the type of program as being 
superior to live talent.’ 

The chain-monopoly committee 
heard long arguments last winter 
that the fidelity of specially-made 
recordings is superior in many in- 
stances to programs transmitted long 
distances over lanc-lines, which do 
not have as great a sound range. A 
| half-dozen waxers begged for more 
consideration, with the American 
Federation of Musicians putting in 
its customary objection that employ- 
ment would be curtailed and the 
, public duped by any liberalization 
, of the rule. 


station has | 


1939 


oom == 


‘Sleeping Loyalty of Listeners’ 











An English Fan 


Boston, Dec, 19. 

One of the fans of the Carl 
Moore-Ray Girardin “Top o’ the 
Morning’ program is an English- 
man who has recently taken 
residence in this country, 

Last week he wrote: ‘I arise 
in the morning, tune in WEEI, 
and listen to you as I take my 
rinse. Your program is noisy 
claptrap—but beautiful.’ 


LEVE 











' 
| 


Spadea was formerly De- | 


Security | 


a handicap upon the | 


TWO SHOWS IN 
CANADA 


Montreal, Dec. 19. 

Lever Bros. has added two shows 
to its Canadian network list and will 
have a third new one, yet to be 
picked, going shortly after the first 
of the year. They will all be in be- 
half of Lifebuoy. The two set are 
|*The Life and Loves of Dr. Susan’ 
and ‘The Family Man,’ with the first 
/on a five times a week basis and the 
latter treated as a weekly (Tuesday) 
half hour. Lever also clears a 
| French program, ‘C’est La Vie’ (30 
minutes), in the dominion, together 
with such series as ‘Big Town’ and 
‘Big Sister.’ J. Walter Thompson is 
ithe Canadian agency for all the 
Lever business. 

As Canadian agency for Colgate- 
Palmolive-Peet Lord & Thomas is 
| adding another to the manufacturer's 
Dominion schedule. It’s an audience 
participation stanza, ‘Share 
Wealth,’ and the plug is 
:Cue and 
Others on 





Colgate Shaving 
the Canadian 
Corp. (31 stations) from this 
source are ‘Happy Gang,’ three 
quarier-hours a week, ‘Souvenir Ro- 
manesque’ (in French) for Cash- 
}mere Bouquet soap and cosmetics. 


Broadcast- 


ing 


SPONSORED BASEBALL 


Socony May Stay Out Of Chicago 
This Season 
Chicago, Dec. 19. 

General Mills has renewed for an- 
other year of baseball play-by-play 
on WBBM. This option was auto- 
matic according to the two-year con- 
tract signatured last year, calling for 
| renewal if baseball is available. 
| Other half of play-by-play spon- 


S ADD 


| 


| magazines, etc., have been carrying 


} 


| last 


sorship, however, is doubtful, with | 


Socony-Vacuum firm understood re- 
| ported retrenchment-minded in ex- 
|} penditure due _ to 
| Wary of local 
; run to $85,000. 

Down in St. Louis both General 
| Mills and Socony have renewed on 
KMOX for baseball. Columbia sta- 
tion in Washington, WJSV, will again 
| have General Mills but second spon- 


| 
lsor ¥ 


war conditions. 
time charges which 


| 


ll be Procter & Gamble which | 


| will be in the Washington baseball | 


picture for the first time. Cost 
derstood to be $60,000 for the 


age. 


pack- 


‘Horace Hagedorn Behind 
Broadcasters’ Bull Sesh 


Horace Hagedorn, of the station 


| rep firm of Howard H. Wilson & Co., 


| 





is trying to revive the Friday round- 
table luncheon idea that Joe Weed 
inspired a couple years ago. Hage- 
dorn calls his new Dutch treat rally 
the ‘broadcasters’ bull session.’ 

Weed coterie used to lift the buy- 
ers’ checks in return for listening to 
the reps’ chatter. 


Luckies 94 CBS Links 


Lucky Strike is adding 28 stations 
to its ‘Hit Parade’ hookup on CBS 
Saturday nights. 

Ups the list to 94 outlets. 











Ken Harvey, who for two years 
was in London appearing on tele- 
vision broadcasts of BBC is in 
Milwaukee with his mother, 
Charles Reese. 


un- | 





Mrs. | 


Needs to Be Awakened, Says N. A. B. Letter—Raps 


Consumer Agitation 
+ 





Washington, Dec. 19, 

Joint crusade of members and 
outsiders has been launched by the 
National Association of Broadcast. 
ers in an effort to build up stronger 
resistance against groups attacking 
the radio industry. In outlining the 
industry’s ‘next major selling job,’ 
the trade body is urging every sta. 
tion proprietor to try and ‘re. 
awaken the sleeping loyalty of lis. 
teners.’ 

Initial move comprised offering 
every member of the trade low. 
priced batches of new booklet ‘Rae 
dio’s Riches,’ a promotional job em- 
phasizing the unique values of Amers- 
ican broadcasting. Plugs the desire 
‘ability of the competitive system 
and advantages to listeners from a 





}minimum of government dictation, 
| The need for a united front, the 
N.A.B. explained, arises from the 


European war, the recurrent trouble 
over copyright, the tiff with the mu- 
sicians, and ‘a growing movement in 
this country to tear down the pub- 
lic’s confidence in all advertising 
media and all advertised products’ 
under the guise of consumer pro- 
tection. 

It's the most ambitious job tack- 
led by the N.A.B.’s bureau of radio 
advertising, set up as an _ institu- 
tional plugger to do the same sort 
of thing as newspapers, billboards, 





on for many years. 





Rapped in N. Y¥. Post 

Leonard Carlton, radio editor of 
the N. Y. Post, made tart comment 
on the N.A.B. mimeograph release of 
week. Suggesting that radio 
was here to stay and that N.A.B. 
seems to be selling itself that idea 
belatedly, he added; ‘It hasn't been 
such a bad year.’ Radio editor went 
on, ‘if the N.A.B. wants to put its 
case to the country, letters like the 
above seem admirably calculated to 


| defeat the aim.’ 
the | 5 


shared by 
Cream. | 


Gene Autry Auditions; 
Wrigley Also Considers 
Hearst American Weekly 


—_—_—_—_— 


Hollywood, Dec. 19. 
Wrigleys, it is understood, will 


| make a choice between a show with 


Gene Autry or a tieup with Hearst's 
American Weekly to dramatize yarns 
therein as a replacement to Jesse 
Lasky’s ‘Gateway to Hollywood’ 
show. Autry audition piped east 
yesterday. 

Hearst deal is said to call for 
spreads in weekly. Decision will be 
made Wednesday by Les Atlass in 
Chicago as Lasky finales are set for 
Dec. 31. 


‘SINCLAIR LEWIS TO 


WRITE RADIO NOVEL? 


New Orleans, Dec. 19. 
Henry Dupre, WWL special events 


director, will ‘collaborate’ with Sin- 
clair Lewis on the noted author's 
next intended novel. Lewis is in 
New Orleans with the announced 


purpose of writing a book about a 
radio career girl. Dupre, according 
to himself, will supply the technical 


information intended to make a fic- 
tion story the real mccoy. 
While in New Orleans, Lewis, 


stage-struck, will play a leading role 
in a little theatre production. 





BUILDS LOW COST SHOW 


B. B. D. & O. Designs 

wood for Brown & 

B. B. D. & O. is meeting a competi- 
tive situation with regard to low- 
priced programs by building a show 
of such description in its Hollywood 
office for Brown & Williamson. 

The program when set will be 
cleared over one of the westcoast 
networks. 





One In Holly- 
Williamson 





Sammy Kaye Sponsored 





Sammy Kaye has been picked by 
Sensation cigarets (Lorillard) to 
succeed Larry Clinton on NBC start- 
ing next Monday (1). 

Station list will be upped to 84. 

Contract is for 13 weeks. 
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Talent Layoff Clause Follows 
Network Discounts Under Hiatus 


| + 








All the major agencies are in-! Radio in Every Room 


serting clauses in their talent or ae 
package program contracts giving Cincinnati, Dee, 19 

» } P shelly Ss , , , 2 Bee 
them the right to shelve the show An intensive merchandising 


for any eight to 13-week period of | 
the year. Under this clause the lay- 
oft doesn’t necessarily have to be 
during the summer months and at 
the same time the account isn’t ar- | 
bitrarily committed to give the 
program a summer layoff of 13 
weeks. Agencies explain that the 
clause is also put in so that the! 
client’s obligations on talent will 
conform with the rule of the net- 
works which limits the layoff period 
of an account to eight weeks, if the} 
account wants to retain the same! 
niche. 


Some indie program owners haven't | WLVA L 
liked the idea of the client arrogat- | ; ynchburg, Buys 


ing all the discretion as to layoff pe- | 


campaign under way here this 
week has all local stations, 
newspapers and the utility com- 
pany co-operating with elec- 
trical appliance dealers to in- 
terest the public in improved 
radio reception by replacing old 
sets with improved 1940 models 
and, for the better class homes, 
installing a radio in every room. 

Campaign is sponsored by the 
Cincinnati Electrical Associa- 
tion’s radio division. 








riod to himself, but that hasn't | Into Danville Va. Station: 
stopped these outside producers ’ ’ ? 


from signaturing the new form of | 
contract. The advertisers also fig- | 
ure that they ought to be free to de- | 
termine whether their radio opera- | 
tions should follow the line of sea- 
sonal sales. 


Lynchburg, Va., Dec. 19. 
Controlling interest in WBTM, 
Danville, Va., has been bought by 
WLVA here to form the aucleus of 
what may become a Piedmont net- 
work. 


} 


Damaged by Not Airing 
programs. Each will originate air 


With Cantor Sez Parks, — »xosvams. Each, 
Sues for 56 and Salary ear a i president of 


WLVA, said his firm owns 49% of 





Los Angeles, Dec. 19 
Bert Parks. announcer, singer and|held by about a dozen individuals. 
actor, under personal contract to} Allen is vice-president of Piedmont 
Eddie Cantor, last week sued the} Broadcasting Corp, His brother, Phil, 
comedian for $2,200 in salary andj will be general manager. L. N. Dib- 
$5,000 damages for allegedly being, rell, Danville tobacconist and one of 
kept off the air. Complaint sets |WBTM’s founders, is to remain prest- 
forth that Cantor picked up his op-;|dent. He controls 25% of the stock. 
tion last summer, which tied him for J. L. (Happy) Howe, former sales 
246 weeks from Oct. 1 and that he has mgr. for WLVA, is WBTM’s new 
failed to pay Parks the $200 weekly | resident manager. New studios are 
his contract called for. building in a Danville hotel, and sta- 
Parks claims his career is both! tion plans to seek up in power after 
damaged and deterred by being kept) first of year. Will also erect new 
ott one of radio’s top programs. It | antenna. 
is further alleged his popularity with - ——- —— ; 
the public suffers through not per- H 
forming with Cantor, who is now oif appy Are They 
the air. im 
emai 5 A Young & Rubicam doesn’t drop a 
ingle one of its programs with the 
JOHN BRICE ASSURED —itwrn into the new year. All its 
shows have been renewed 
NBC ON WSB, ATLANTA 


NBC reaffirmed last week that it 
had a contract with WSB, Atlanta, 


4 


These included the entire roster 
of General 
Fels, Bristol-Myers, Gulf, 
tional and Half-and-Half business. 


May Form Piedmont Web. 


| 
| 








Stations, 69 miles apart, will | ad 4 
expectec » ZO. 
be linked by wire Jan. 1 to exchange |; tls 


Wire will be} 


albedo: : : | prominent in many 
WBTM’s stock, the remainder being i 


|teners to kick in at 


—— 


CHARITY TIME 
DEMANDS GROW 


Midwinter Three Months, 
Especially pre-Christmas, 
Finds Public Bombarded 


—Another Complication 





LAWYERS’ ANGLES 


Washington, Dec. 19. 
Where ‘public interest’ starts and 
ends in relation to tin-cup rattling 
in the name of charity has begun to 


| bother some members of the radio 


industry. Mounting demands for 
time to promote this and that cause 
have occasioned speculation about 
(1) the ultimate listener reaction 
and (2) the line of demarcation be- 
tween building local organizational 
goodwill and conducting a business. 

Although no voluble or formal 
complaint has developed, the increas- 
ing emphasis on soliciting contribu- 


|tions for different charities has in- 


spired conjecture about the limits 
to which stations may reasonably be 
Particularly since 
the FCC has been jumping back and 
forth on what constitutes ‘public in- 


terest’ and the relative importance of 


local versus chain plants. 

The tin-cupping has been 
than ever before. Take Washington 
itself as example. All of the plants 
are drumming up hand-outs of some 
kind, as are three of the four news- 
pavers. While nobody wants to douse 
the Christmas spirit, there is a feel- 
ing that this matter of asking the lis- 
almost every 


| station break is liable to boomerang. 


position 


Foods stanzas and the! 
Interna- 


What with solicitation of 


S TIN CUP PROBLEM 


+ 





dolls, | 


j|day) that an 
| about to be 


Is European War Victims network 


| 





more | 
spots this year} 
| suggested that the proposed operator 


toys, shoes, clothes, and cash, the | 
dialer who keeps his set running for | 


any length of time gets fairly fed 
up. And there is the other angle— 


the promoters of the miscellaneous | 
charitable activities want more and 
; more time. 


stand, 


of begging 


As things radio is in the 

jonations for 
eight to twelve weeks, with little sur- 

sase. There’s the Red Cross roll- 
call; the Community Chest; the con- 
glomeration of Christmas drives: and 
the infantile paralysis 
movement. This year the charity 
situation is more of a headache be- 


(Continued on page 26) 


Birthday Ball | 


| 
' 
| 
| 


| 


| be on 


~~ 








Jack Adams Calls Job ‘Temporary’: 
Bankers Reported Seeking Ton Exec 
For New Transcontinental Web 


Report persisted yesterday (Tues-;{engineers if the network wants te 
active operator wasj|use that station’s studios. 

named rag latest West Coast Slants 

project, the “ransconti- . ; : 

weir ches Rc a System. The NBC denied yesterday that it h ad 
newcomer, according to the report, received 7 Sanceeae on the Say 
would relieve Jack Adams, chairman Aces and “Mr. Keen’ show, both hay 
of the board, of his present co-or- the American Home Products list, 
dinating assignment. it was also as far as the NBC Pacific red ot 
said that the banking syndicate that werk is baat gg Both series ies 
Elliott Roosevelt has enlisted for set hwy BS racifie regional. , 
starting aid in the enterprise has | Fact that the Good Will Hour 
| (Ironized Yeast) will also be fed to 
Transcontinenta! at the same time 
| Sunday evening has created a prob- 
| Mutual. Latter network 





Bankers Meet 


! lem for 
i first got a cancellation of the ac- 
| count and then a new order limit- 
|ing the hookup to WOR, Newark; 
| WGN, Chicago, and about 15 other 
| Stations, but with the Don Lee Net- 
| work eliminated. The Mutual man- 
j}agement later declared that before 
| 
| 
| 


Syndicate of bankers whose in- 
terest Etiiott Roosevelt has elicit- 
ed in his Transcontinental net- 
work project was slated to meet 
with him at 4 o'clock yesterday 
(Tuesday) at the Waldorf-As- 
toria, N. Y. Group was to pre- 
sent its conditions at this meet- 
ing, and also decide whether 
they would underwrite the re- 
quested loan. 

fas) sai : the al 
PAP Eoeireag Wncads in — No Chicago Originations 
ing Transcontinental recover the : . Chicago, Dec. 19 
stock that was in the hands of a R ilph Atlass’ WJJD and WIND 
Pennsylvania affiliate o* the net- will not originate any programs, at 
work and in having him in least not musical ones, for the 
on strictly a time clearing basis. | franscontinental Broadcasting Sys- 
ica cae lieeieiaatinielinin |) WRELI Atlass so advised James 
| Petrillo, head of the Chicago mu- 
sicians union, after the latter had in- 
‘quired about the form of WJJD and 
WIND’s participation in the pro- 


accepting the new order it would 
have to consult its affiliates as to 
| whether they want to renew under 
ithe duplicating circumstances. 





be named president and that Roose- 
velt move up to chairman of the 
board. Adams stated yesterday aft- posed new network. 
ernoon (Tuesday) that he had no Petrillo pointed out that if Atlass 
word of contempiated shakeup in the | fag any music te the neiweet he 
organization, but that he still re-| would be required to assume the 
garded his job with TBS as a temp0- | scale of such 1c sal outlets as WBBM, 
rary assignment. | WGN, WMAQ and WENR and also 
The inaugural date for the network agree to engage a minimum number 
remains as announced several weeks | of musicians which would be com- 
ago, namely, Jan. 1. The first day parable to those of other Chicago 


will be devoted exclusively to sus-| ctations 


| taining programs, with the commer- 
} 


cial schedule going on the following | No Philadelphia Outlet 


day. Philadelphia, Dec. 19 
TT". . ey T #i)] ‘nw te . ? . ' 
Transcontinental still intends to Transcontinental has yet to line up 


7 
A 
riginate its commercial schedule! gq release in this city. TBS’ propo- 


from WMCA, N. Y. It is under-! sition has been turned down by 
stood that the New York musicians! WIP, WFIL, WPEN, WIBG and 
local has expressed a preference; WDAS. WTEL and WHAT are in 
for Transcontinental getting the mMu-) no position to take the new net- 


sicians through WMCA instead of) work’s service because they’: 
making a contract direct with the} air only part time 

union. WMCA has already advised | oo 

TBS just what the cost sheet would |! Akron Serial Angle 
announcers and Akron. Dec. 19 
WJW, heretofore strictly local out- 


> on the 


musicians, 





which has seven years to go. After SSS iat ——— 


_ : : let, joins new Transcontinental 








the deal for the purchase of the At- - 





lanta Journal properties had been 
closed with ex-Gov. James M. Cox. 
an NBC official was assured in a 
conversation by John 
g:ice, the Journal’s publisher, that 


the netw rk Was 


telephone 


thoroughly pro- 
-cted by the contract in force 
NBC figures that its 


Cox have always been friendly and 


relations with 


“operative and it can’t see him re 
king a previou contract even I 
NBC offered a much better deal 


YEAST AND MUSTARD 


They Reactivate J. Walter Thompson 
In Spot Buying 

J. Walter Thompson has become 
active again in the spot field. One 
campaign will be in behalf of 
Fleischmann Yeast, while another 
will tie in French’s Mustard. Fleisch- 
Man will use 10 southern stations on 
the basis of two announcements a 
day for 13 weeks. One will be a 
daytime announcement and the other 
an evening chainbreak. 

It's the Marjorie Mill’s women’s 
Participation show over the Yankee 
Network for French, starting with 
the first week in January. 





‘Parker Family’ Optioned 


Woodbury Soap has renewed ‘The 


Parker Family,’ ‘_blhi 

Niet, ‘ ly, on the NBC-blue 

Sunday nights, effective Jan. 7 NEW YORK 
Viak »: 7 


i the third 13-week cycle for 
ihe serial, 


154 W. 46th St. 





HOLLYWOOD 
1708 No. Vine St. 


of 


ARIETY 


To Be Published Shortly | :2 ner 


USUAL ADVERTISING RATES PREVAIL Se te Uncanisiaet Ok Ser esas ete 


Copy May Be Sent to Any Variety Office the 


CHICAGO 
54 W. Randolph Si. 


Broadcasting System Jan. 2. 

And in the midst of a cry against 
Jaytime here—ballyhooed 
through Dorothy Doran’ 


Cl i ils 
column in 


Journal—WJW, has an 


: the Beacon . has ‘ 
nounced a program of serials to aug- 
a ment those already offered by WADC 


hea > and Cley ‘land’s WT \1 Se) mt 


how ure to be booked lidon WIW 
10 a.m to 11°45 an i 4 ) 


34th ANNIVERSARY NUMBER |)" "= 


Joins New Web 


Wichita. K - She 19 
Rad nn KWB H yy 
re ; 7 tal 
5 10 > ) J ] 40 
| rorn LOO ) h 
been opera j ! 19235 1 

cen Inct i 1 it powe! to 250 
watts for both day and night opera- 
rangements have also been made 

x enlarged studios for the station 
hich Il! include an auditorium 


that will seat approxi 


mately 490. 


Special Exploitation Advantages ee 


Ft. Worth. Dee. 19 
. nm out } t week 


Detarl u 


yy the Texas state network exniaine 


with the larger Elliott Roosevelt web, 
Transcontinental Details had been 
under wraps and there had been 
-onsiderable curiosity hereabouts in 
bailiwick of the president’s son. 


Franscontinental ‘ontribution = ta 








e regional loop out of Fort Worth 
LONDON Va lescribed as ‘a million dollar 

° Py { , VI "rit yn | 5 nat ynal adve 

8 St. Martin’s PL. | . is Rational save 
tise 1 hours of ti >a week, 1,092 
yyy ial hour 1 yea va nade. 








Leanen & Mitchell is the agency. | 
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U.S. Ideas on Equipment Depreciation 


Quickest to Wear Out Conceded to Be Television 
and Facsimile Plants 


——— + 


Washington, Dec. 19. 

Sample yardstick for computing 
depreciation on radio equipment in 
figuring income taxes was given the 
NAB last week by the Internal 
Revenue Bureau. Ruling is not hard 
and fast, though, and individual sia- 
tion proprietors are urged by the 
irade body to produce all specific in- 
formation and ask for rulings on 
their own cases. 

In a letter to the NAB, Deputy 
Commissioner Thomas C. Mooney 
figured the average life of various 


types of apparatus based on data 
which has been supplied by vari- 
ous licenses. He said the formula 


may not be applicable in some cases 
where experience showed the equip- 
ment had longer or shorter lives. 
In general, however, the following 
depreciation periods were suggested: 

Transmitter equipment, 10 years; 
studio control equipment, 10 years; 
speech input equipment, 10 years; 
antenna equipment, 12 years; towers, | 
15 years; buildings, 20 years; studio | 
furniture and fixtures, seven years; | 
office furniture and fixtures, 15 
years; pipe organs, pianos, etc., 10 
years; television equipment, four 
years; and facsimile equipment, five 
years. 


CLEAR MUTUAL 
| FOR OVALTINE 


7 





Chicago, Dec. 19. 

Mutual has put in a bid with 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert for Oval- 
tine’s ‘Little Orphan Annie’ serial. 
The show has been on NBC for the 
pest seven years, and its present con- 
dract expires at the end of March. 

B-S-H has been advised by Mu- 
tual that it can furnish the serial 
with a coast-to-coast hookup, there- 
by obviating the necessity of disc 
versions, as now prevails, on the Don 
Lee Network. 


~ COAST FOOTBALL 


Whe Carries What on New Year's 
Day Postscript 
Hollywood, Dec. 19. 
Both NBC and the Don Lee net- 
wo:k are passing up the Rose Bowl | 








game in Pasadena New Year's day. 
Blue web will carry the Texas 
Aggies-Tulane ;ame from New Or- 
leans Sugar Bowl under Gillette 


sponsorship and Don Lee, as last 
year, airs the East-West charity joust 
from Frisco. Mutual, however, takes 
the USC-Tennessee batile for rest of 
the country. 

Don Lee made a $25,000 offer for 
the Pasadena game but was told 
that the price is $50,000 for the ex- 
clusive. Feeler was sent out 
Gillette. 

Both KNX and KFWB, the latter 
feeding it to the new Transconti- 
nental Broadcasting System, which is 
scheduled to put out its first signal 
on that day, take care of the local 
coverage. 


for 


Lee’s W6XAO televises the Tour- 
nament of Roses parade, preceding 
the game, the first real test for the 


Lee mobile video unit. Nearly every 
station in southern California covers 
the parade. 

NBC’s chief objeciion to airing the 
fame on its red web is cuts 
into peak time in the east and would 
entail] too much coin kickback. 


Chi Trib Strips Start 


Mutual 


hat j 
wnat i 





network will carry a 


couple of Chicago Tribune cartoon | 


strips, ‘Gasoline Alley’ and ‘Smilin’ 
Jack’ starting next week. Others 
may follow. Trib strips have been 
in and out of radio for years. 
‘Smilin’ Jack’ was aired 
this year, sponsored by 
Rolls. 
strip, 
NBC. 


Lorillard Cops ’n’ Robbers 


Lorillard has settled on a cops and 
robbers serial for Union Leader to- 
bacco and is now trying to clear a 
half-hour hookup on the NBC-blue 


earlier 
Tootsie 


is sponsored by Ovaltine on 





for it, with éarly January as a start- | 


ing date. 
Lennen & Miichel]] is the agency. 


‘Orphan Annie,’ another News | 





Sues WMCA For Return 


Of Coin Bankrupt Paid. 


Richard Tamny, as trustee of the 
Ellbee Furs, Inc., 
(18) in the N, Y. fed- 
inst the Knickerbocker 
Corp., Inc. (WMCA), 
seeking $7,446. It is claimed that in 
1938, before a bankruptcy petition 
was filed, but while the plaintiff was 
insolvent, payments in the sued for 


Remodeling 
suit Monday 
eral court aga 


Broadcasting 


amount were made to the defendant 
for moneys owed, 

These payments were in excess of 
the amounts received by other credi- 
tors for their claims, and the defend- 
ant has refused to refund the money, 
the complaint alleges. 


Glenn Miller Against 
Hope, Kyser, Crosby 
On Successive Nights 


Instead of using its present Wednes- 
Gay night spot (8:30-8:55) Chester- 
field is putting Glenn Miller on a 
three - times -a- week quarter - hour 
basis on CBS. It will be the 10 to 
10:15 p.m. period Tuesday, Wednes- 
day and Thursday. Bandman de- 
buts for the account next Wednesday 
(27) in the 8:30 spot, with the thrice 
weekly arrangement going into effect 
the following Tuesday (2). Hookup 
on each occasion will involve 9$3 
stations. 

Under Chesterfield new time setup 
Miller will be competing with Bolt 





Hope Tuesday. with cay Kvyse 
Wednesday, and wit! Crosby- 
Bob Burns Thu atte 
three are among th toy 
ranking programs. Chesterfield hes 
had Fred Waring on a 15-r € 
cross the boerd hedule for some 
time and it wants to develop Miller's 
commercial icentity along simile: 

Chesbrough’s ‘Dr. CKristien’ seriz 
will take over the Wednesday spot 
the cig account is vacating, moving 


forward from the 10 p.m. period. 


Beacon Journal, Akron's only daily 
newspaper, dropped its nightly local 
news broadcast over WADC Satur- 
day. 


filed | 


Chicago, Dec. 19. 

Quin Ryan, general manager of 
‘WGN, will forego any winter vaca- 
tion this year due to the press of 
| activity. Ryan is now down for 
i three daily shots on the station, do- 
ing news commentating shots at 11:30 
lam. and 8:30 p.m.: and his inter- 
view ‘Marriage License Bureau’ 
show at 2 p.m. 


| Quin Ryan Active 
| 


In addition Ryan is readying more 
| programs and business for the sta- 
ition and Mutual. Blair Wallisser is 
on the Coast to investigate likelihood 
of obtaining picture names. 


Paper Folds, 
KGB, San Diego, 
Grabs Accts. 


San Diego, Dec. 19. 

Making hay while the San Diego 
Sun, just folded, doesn't shine station 
KGB is canvassing the zone to pick 
up merchants and other advertising 
‘accounts that formerly patronized 
the newspaper. To facilitate this 
campaign KGB has hired the Sun's 
ace advertising man, Bill Evans. At 
the same time the remaining news- 
paper of the town is helping matters 
for radio by raising its rates pronto 
and adopting a take-it-or-leave-it at- 
titude. 

Meantime Alexander Woollcott 
came to town to lecture at the Savoy 


theatre and KGB staff are quoting 
him to the effect that newspapers 
soon will be ‘af passe as melodrama.’ 

The Sun's former columr Willis 
Werner, is now sponsored over KGB 
by the local utility company. 

9 . 
4A’s Checking Coast 
Los Angeles, Dec. 19. 

Coast branch of American Ass'n of 
Advertising Agencies has engaged 
C. E. Hooper erganization to makea 
monthly listener survey of the three 
Pacific states, California, Washington 


end Oregon. Coincidental checkup 
be made at Los Angeles, Frisco, 
Portland and Seattle. 

Dialing habits of Coasters on trans- 
continental and regional 
i have long been debated, with agen- 
cies and stations having to make 
their own deductions from the na- 
tional ratings. 





Inside Stuff—Radio 





Agencies making inquiries have found that the Boake Carter recordings 


are tabooed from Columbia owned and managed station 


especially interesting by the circur 


The ban is made 
nstance that Carter’s business backer, 


Dr. Leon Levy, WCAU, Philadelphia, is a large stockholder and director in 


the network. 


The attitude toward Carter, it was 


with the network’s policy banning s 
in editorial opinions. 
serves the right to edit the continui 
‘tion, namely, wax, would make 
impossible. 


CBS isn't deducting from its mon 
to accounts for the five minutes 


not taking such rebates into accour 
that it wasn’t certain how long the 
that under these circumstances it w 
mated that this recapture deduction 
$10,000 a week. 


In the case of all news 


the network has 
Davis’ news summaries between 8:55 and 9 p.m., 
period shortly after the outbreak of the European war. 


explained by CBS last week, is in line 
ponsored commentators who specialize 
programs the network re- 
ty but the nature of Carter's presenta- 
this procedure impractical, if not 





thly gross billings the rebate it makes 
recaptured for Elmer 
EST. It recaptured this 
Reason given for 
it when computing the gross figure is 
news interpolation would prevail and 
asn't worth bothering with. It is esti- 
vould in figure come to around 


gross 


Moral Re-Armament, the name adopted by the so-called Oxford group 


of England sired by Rev. Frank Buchman, is very anxious, 
to ballyhoo its message through American radio. 


casters is divided, 


There was no broadcast of ‘Auth 
last Monday night (18) due to the 


from reports, 
But reaction from broad- 


Although the Buchmanites have wealthy and influen- 
tial partisans they do not ordinarily rate as an organized church. 
is accordingly somewhat vague with regard to them. ‘Broadcasts over 
WTIC, Hartford, have been advertised recently.) 
has also attracted the interest of the Buchmanites, whe 
very well informed as to all channels of publicity. 


Radio 
International shortwave 


are apparently 


or, Author’ program over Mutual net 
death of Heywood Broun. Time was 


filled by a three-minute eulogy delivered by John Chapman, who handled 


the program with Broun, and remainder was consumed by 


String Quartet. 
Nat Abramson, of Mutual’s Artist 


the Perole 


Bureau, quietly exhibited a letter he 


received from Broun early Jast week in response to a query whether the 


have pink eyes.’ 


, direct for a while. Large block of 


New York banking syndicate through its 


cial Co., after the latter had gone in 


uwald, which suggested a campaign 
| of five a week. 


writer would be available for a talk in Detroit. 


Among the agencies that have already solicit 


Broun wrote ‘I can't. I 


McCann-Erickson loses the Twenty Grand cigaret account as of Dec. 31. 
It is understood that Axton-Fisher will handle its advertising 


business 
A-F stock was recently acquired by a 
purchase of Standard Commer- 
to 77B. 

ited the account is Campbell- 
of five-minute recordings en the basis 


rograms | 4 
= | Prescott replied soothingly that it 


——————=3 











| 

run the advertiser will find that it 

doesn't pay to dabble in trick fads. 
Other Sponsors Concur 





ther advertisers whose partici- 
pation in radio are much less exten- 


| sive than that of Lever Bros. have 
|voiced similar viewpoints to their 
agencies. They have advised their 


agencies not to lose their sense of 
perspective and appreciation § for 
sound radio entertainment just be- 
cause some freak programs with 
coin giveaways as their chief lures 
are running up high listener ratings. 
It is their belief that this trend is 
bound to wind up in a messy situa- 
tion, and that the smart advertiser 
will go on plugging away with what 
‘he considers to be good straight en- 
| tertainment so that when the crash 
|; does come he will be there with 
/something that will catch the audi- 
|ences on the rebound. 

One of the first five big spenders 
jin network advertising predicted 
| last week that when the reaction 
/does come it will be sudden and 
|sweeping. The spokesmen for this 
account stated that he wouldnt be 
‘surprised if the federal government, 
‘acting through the postoffice de- 
partment, suddenly issued an edict 
declaring the various forms of cash 
giveaways over the air as lotteries 
and ordering them to cease immedi- 
ately. This same source further pre- 
dicted that there will be no advance 
intimations about the Government's 
course. The opinion will be released 
without preliminary trade or public 
inquiry and the programs concerned 


will have to be dropped the very | 
same day. 
Invidious Angle 

‘Don't Forget,’ NBC blue sustain- 
ing quiz show emceed by Allen 
Prescott, is now offering $100 for 
contestants making a perfect score 
on four consecutive broadcasts and 
$200 on six straight salvos. This 
is in addition to five dollars paid 
every competitor and 68c_ given 
them for each correct answer. Dial- 
ers Craw three dollars for interro- 
gations accepted. Several listener- 


participants are collecting consistent- 
lv. Prescott admitted this on the 
and drew a protest by a young 
man taking part in last Friday night's 
broadcast. Program being informal, 
he blurted: ‘We have to come to the 
studio five or six weeks and 
our hands in the hope you will pick 
us, while these people staying home 
are Winning money regularly.’ 


air 


was another ‘case of the middleman 
—in the theatrical business the fel- 
low in the office always collects & 
| percentage.’ First time perhaps a 
detailed squawk had been voiced by 
| an audience contestant during a net- 


work quizzer. 


Defeated Own Purpose 
Philadelphia, Dec. 19. 

Here’s a radio program that back- 
fired on its sponsor. 

Nevin’s Drug, a chain, last week 
bankroHed ‘Songo,’ a giveaway pro- 
gram on WIP, it which $1,000 in 
prizes was to be awarded to listeners 
who guessed tunes and filled 
cards—-a la bingo. 

The program was aired on Friday 
night, the best shopping night in the 
week, especially in view of the com- 
ing Yule season. So many cus- 
tomers stayed away from the store 
to listen to the program that the 
store managers raised a howl. The 
program will be changed to Tues- 
day, starting next week. 


out 


Hartford's Prize-loaded Show 

Hartford, Dec. 19 
Inspired by the ease with which 
Tums ‘Pot o’ Gold’ has steamed up 
the public, a local variation thereof 
is due to start over WNBC, New 
Britain. Hammer agency has de- 
vised the formula and sold it to a 
county association of druggists, 179 
of whose 196 members have agreed 


to participate in the sponsorship. 
Druggists are selling their com- 


| munity service and seeking to coun- 
| teract notions that cut-rate pharma- 
cists are better places to patronize. 
Program, which gets underway on 
Tuesday (26), will be aired twice 
weekly for 15-minute periods on 
| Tuesday and Thursday nights at 
6:45 o'clock. Will be a straight 15 
minutes of giveaway, except for 
three commercials at beginning, cen- 
ter and end. Varies from ‘Pot o’ 
Gold’ in that city directories, of 
| townships within county, will be 
used instead of telephone books, 
making everyone eligible. 
| Ten first prizes, each valued at 
$15, will be awarded each night. 
Winners of the first awards will be 
eligible for second awards if they 
cali secret telephons yumbers with- 


Continued from page 1 


raise 





Deplore Money Giveaways, 


, in 15 minutes of the time their name 
| is announced on the air. The vec. 
| ond prizes range in valuation from 
$10 to $50 and consist of watches 
‘radios, early season tickets to the 
| Allyn theatre, permanent waves and 
'other merchandise. 

Secret telephone numbers to ¢al] 
station for the second awards are ob. 
tainable only by visits to the drug. 
gists. Are changed weekly, thus ne. 
| cessitating frequent visitations to the 
drug stores, 

Number of second prizes will de. 
pend on the number of callbacks to 
the station. A maximum amount of 
awards will be retail valued at $500 
per night, while the minimum 
awarded will be the first prizes of 
$150. 

Several well-known drug man. 
ufacturers, as well as manufacturers 
of allied products are cooperating in 
the campaign through the donation 
of prizes and advertising. 


AYLESWORTH 
AS COUNSEL 


| M. H. Aylesworth, former presi- 
dent of NBC, has resigned as pub- 
lisher of the N. Y. World-Telegram., 
'He is returning to his public rela- 
tions practice as well as the practice 
of law. 

It is understood that he proposes 
to gather a select number of 
counts for private consultation work 
on public relations matters, and in- 
dications have been given that RCA- 
NBC will be among the first to re- 
tain him in that capacity. 


} 


ac- 


TONY WONS RUPTURES 
THROAT ON POETRY 


Chicago, Dec. 19 
Tony Wons ruptured a blood vessel 
in his throat during poetry reading 
program for Hall Printing over NBC 
on Thursday (14), and may be off 
show for several days. 
Broadcasts scheduled for Tuesday, 


Thursday and Sunday through the 
Henri, Hurst & McDonald agency 
here. 


EX-EMPLOYEE SUES 


Blair Declares He Was Promised 50° 
of Stock—Newsreel Denies 


Charging defraud, 
non-payment 
and 


conspiracy to 

for services rendered 
failure to carry out verbal 
agreements, Michael Blair, transcrip- 
tion announcer, has served summons 
and complaint papers for suit in 
New York Supreme Court on Amer- 
ican Radio Newsreel, Inc.; Erich Don 
Pam, president; Ayres-Prescott, Inc.; 
Robert J. Prescott and S. Kirby 
Ayres. Action has not yet been 
filed, but that is unnecessary in 
bringing an action of this sort. He 
is alleged by the defendants to have 
signed a contract assigning rights to 
the radio newsreel idea to them, but 
to claim now that he was a minor at 
the time. 

Claiming he originated the idea of 
recorded radio newsreel three years 
ago on the Coast. Blair seeks 50° of 
American Radio Newsreel _ stock, 
which he declares was promised him, 
plus $25,000 damages. He asks 
an injunction to prevent the defend- 
ants from using several recordings he 
asserts he made before. being 
squeezed out’ by them. After taking 
his idea to Ayres-Prescott last sum- 
mer, Blair says, he was verbally 
promised half the stock of American 
Radio Newsreel, which they agreed 
to form, and was put to work obtain- 
ing recorded interviews. However, 
he alleges, he was never given the 
stock nor paid for his two months’ 
work as interviewer. He states to 
have witnesses to verify his claims 
of a verbal contract. 

Officials of American Radio News- 
ree] deny Blair's asserts in toto. They 
declare he was merely employed by 
them and was discharged for in- 
ability to do the work. Incidentally, 
it is stated that American Radio 
Newsreel is no longer associated with 
Ayres-Prescott. 


’ 

Renew ‘What’s My Name 

| ‘What's My Name’ has been re- 

newed by Procter & Gamble until 
April 24. 

Quiz is on the NBC-red Saturday 
evenings. 
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ST. PAUL-MINNEAPOLIS: OR VICE VERSA 





By EDGAR A. GRUNWALD 








Minneapolis-St. Paul, Dec. 19. 

This is the last remaining haven of newspaper-radio sanity, 
jn the twin cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul, the three news- 
papers and the five radio stations have constructed a love 
power with an avid display of cooperation, The continual 
footie-playing between the two media knows no counterpart 
anywhere else in the U. S.—which is too bad. For in this 
Jovers’ Jane everybody is benefiting to such an extent that 
the poor newspaper-radio relations in other cities seem, by 
comparison, like childish sulking, 

Here’s what is going on in the Twin Cities: 

The Star-Journal (owned by the Cowles contingent which 
giso owns the Des Moines Register & Tribune plus KRNT, 
KSO, WMT and WNAX) has far-flung tie-ups with WCCO 
and KSTP. The Minneapolis Tribune has similar deals with 
WDGY, WTCN (‘in which the paper is part owner), and 
WMIN. And the St. Paul Pioneer Press-Dispatch is hooked 
up with WDGY, WTCN (which it owns with the Minneapolis 
Trib), and WMIN, 


By way of program schedules, all the newspapers print an 
uneensored version of everything the stations want printed, 
sometimes even tossing in a few choice display ads for good 
measure. Additionally, all the papers maintain radio editors 
end full radio columns, For their part, the stations go to bat 
so powerfully for the papers that the Star-Journal, for in- 
stance, has 21 programs per week via KSTP and WCCO. 
Meantime the Pioneer Press-Dispatch gets credit for WMIN’s 
news every hour on the hour—-a plug considered so manda- 
tory by WMIN that even sponsored news stanzas must boost 
the paper in full. To top it all off, the five stations allot 
plenty of time to any and all newspaper columnists, person- 
alities, ete., and are trying to build this whole works into 
still bigger name-value. 

Furthermore, the stations and the papers five years ago 
had a conference in which was born a permanent association, 
the objects of which are: (1) to pass on agency recognition; 
(2) to exchange credit information; and (3) to prepare bro- 
chures on the twin city marketing area. This association is 
a live-wire venture, and anybody violating the rules would 
get tossed. It would be not very far removed from commit- 
ting suicide. At least, the boys who have from time to time 
been suspended have always seen fit to mend their ways in 
short order, } 

From several other angles, the Twin City stations are in a 
daowny spot. For one thing, the distribution of wattage is 
swe!ll—two 50,000-watters, two regional stations, and one local 
outlet. For another thing, the statiecns have a lot of national 
advertisers (mainly the big flour-milling companies) and sev- 
eral agencies right under their nose. For a third thing, the 
combined metropolitan population is around 1,000,000, which 
fives the stations a chance to plug the area as the eighth U. S. 
market. Minneapolis-St. Paul have another radio asset in 
that they are great sports towns, and hence this type of pro- 
gramming is frequently used. 

There are some local peculiarities, however. Since there 
fre a Jot of Scandinavians hereabouts, a hillbilly who can 
ring in a few Swedish hot licks is better than a hillbilly who 
can only sing Texas ballads. Choirs and choral music go 
better here than in most places. Education-civic angles must 
surely be stressed, which is why two of the stations maintain 
fulltime educational directors. And by the way of warning, 
ji can be said that any advertiser who mentions St. Paul 
without mentioning Minneapolis to equal extent (or vice 
versa) is virtually inciting to riot. Civie rivalry is immense. 

Also worth mentioning by way of a general sketch, is the 
sirong unionism in this area. This applies to the general in- 
dustrial, as well as radio, setup of the Twin Cities. Station 
engineers and technicians are organized strongly, and in the 
majority of the stations the announcers also have some kind 
of union. KSTP’s spielers, for instance, have a union of their 
own. At WDGY the gabbers originally held cards in the 
IBEW ‘engineers’ union), but recently split with this group 
to form an independent organization. And WTCN’s an- 
nouncers are, through a sheer freak, affiliated with the News- 
paper Guild. In short, unions of all kinds are forte here. 

By way of incidental intelligence, it should be noted that 
the program directors of the two 50,000-watters—WCCO and 
KSTP—are women, a circumstance which is rather rare in 
radio circles, The ladies involved fit perfectly into the radio 
picture here, for the eternal civic hullabaloo carried on by 
either one or both of the rival towns calls for the enlistment 
of women, women’s clubs, etc., and the femme program di- 
rectors are therefore able to get into the van of this activity. 

WCCO is owned by CBS, and derives its call letters from 
the fact that Washburn Crosby Co. (Gold Medal flour) was 
the first major stockholder. Earl Gammons, general man- 
ager, came in by the same route in 1924, previously having 
been a Washburn Crosby public relations man. Commercial 
manager is Carl J. Burkland, here about 10 years. Hayle C. 
Cavanor, who once owned her own advertising agency, is 
program director. Max Kal is educational director. Artists 
bureau duties are steered by Al Sheehan, ex-announcer and 
Chautauqua spieler. Emmet Heerdt is office manager. Pub- 
licity and promotion are under the wing of Bob Hutton, 
lately with CBS in New York and prior to that a trade jour- 
nalist. Mary Rennie keeps the newspapers supplied with the 
Special brand of publicity they need to round out their radio 
logs and columns. 

TLL > T ae —_ ‘ 
WCCO’S BOOKING OFFICE HAS 

‘ . " . 1 ‘ 
EIGHT THEATRES AS CLIENTS 

Operating under a single rate, WCCO is carrying a full 

€ad of commercial steam, deriving about 10%. of its revenue 
from local business and the rest from network and national! 
Spot. By way of merchandising, letters to agencies and 
Clients plus newspaper and trade paper publicity are avail- 
able. Operations of the artists bureau meantime are pretty 
lavish, This bureau carries around 100 people on its list (in- 
Cluding troupes for purely visual presentation), has its own 
wardrobing-production-costuming department, books eight 
theatres, and gets 15% commission for both radio and theatre 
Work (this percentage is actually about 11% since the bureau 

Pays artists’ social security bills). 
oe all stations afflicted with a load of network dramatic 

ows, WCCO aims somewhat toward music by way of local 
i— Educational and civic stuff is, however, excep- 
Wniestine ten or For instance, schools are given prizes for 
oe Senaaea e best radio classes, books ot Minnesota authors 
ete. weco Ke a new farm series is now being generated. 
by Cedric r| lca 32 news periods per week, handled 
bell, the Fey Breage the Star), Ed Abbott, and Bob Camp- 

Eddie Gallahe giving items gleaned from small-town papers 

batons the . er is chief sportscaster, while’ Wallace Olson 

sons in ht oc houseband. All told, WCCO has nine per 
sTamming-production, six announcers, and a tota! 


staff of about 70. The station has swell physical facilities, 
including an auditorium seating 425. 

WCCO’s schedule opens at 6:30 a.m. with the ‘Sunrisers,’ a 
variety stanza sold on a participation basis with Brown & 
Lavelle as featured comedians. From 17-7:15 a.m. Clellan 
Card conducts a rough-house stanza of nonsense, gags, and 
almanac-fodder (sponsored). From 7:30-8:30 comes the mu- 
sical clock with Belle Winston and Al Harding (sponsored). 
On Saturdays from 9:15-10 a.m. there’s an ‘Open House’ par- 
ticipation show featuring Clellan Card, Ed Gallaher, lots of 
music, plus Hayle Cavanor experting on home economics. 
Also on Saturday, from 10:15-10:45 and on Sundays from 
10-10:30 a.m. Florence Lehman conducts a ‘Ladies First’ par- 
ticipation stanza in which the great and near-great are inter- 
viewed. Miss Lehman additionally runs a ‘Women’s Pro- 
gram’ at 6:15 p.m. giving femme personalities in sports. Cur- 
rently WCCO is grooming a new Sunday night series drama- 
tizing the Federal Reserve Bank in slick fashion. The series 
is being concocted by George Grim, radio promotion man- 
ager of the Star-Journal. By way of singers, WCCO has the 
following featured stable: the Guardsmen octet directed by 
Ernie Garvin; Hal Garvin, soloist; Bob Link, Clem Borland 
and Sheldon Gray. 

KSTP is affiliated with the NBC Red, but carries some 
Mutual shows, and additionally feeds NBC Red and Blue 
stanzas to its Minnesota Network—a regional which includes 
KROC, KYSM and KFAM. Recently upped to 50,000 watts, 
KSTP is a peppy outfit. The station harps much on civic 
and educational stuff. Carrying a heavy load of business, 
KSTP operates on a single rate and divides its dollar volume 
thus: 31% local, 38° national spot, and 30% network (as safe 
a division as has been noted anywhere). A double-header 
plant is maintained between Minneapolis and St. Paul. By 
way of merchandising, market information, headquarters for 
visiting firemen, supervision of advertising, and audition fa- 
cilities are provided free of charge; for mail publicity, spe- 
cial surveys, posters, and sampling services a fee is charged. 
Sales service and market promotion are strong points here. 

Stanley E. Hubbard is KSTP’s president and the man who 
effected the consolidation of WAMD and KFOY (in 1928) to 
make the present station. Hubbard is very ‘auch in active 
control. General managerial duties are in the hands of Ken 
Hance who has been here since KSTP started, and previously 
helped found WDAY in 1922 (he was a ‘ham’ radio operator 
as early as 1910 and once a Marconi radioman). Ray Jen- 
kins, the commercial manager, has been here since 1935 when 
he came over from KSD. Corinne Jordan is program direc- 
tor—another member of the staff here since the virtual start 
of the station; she was previously with WBBM and WCCO. 
Musical director is Leonard Leigh, while the newly revital- 
ized artists bureau is handicd by Chuck Smith. Tom Rish- 
worth, another 12-year man, is educationa! director. Joe 
Meyers, ex-newspaperman, handles publicity and special 
events. 

KSTP’s recently pepped-up artists bureau is iaunching a 
drive for outside bookings, charging artists commission for 
these but letting the performers get away free in their radio 
work. By way of civic-educationai stuff, there are countless 
tie-ins with the PTA, the schools, etc. Unique among these 
stanzas is a Sunday morning roundtable discussion of re- 
ligious problems between a Protestant minister, a priest, and 
a rabbi. Labeled ‘Religion Looks at Life,’ it is getting nice 
comment. KSTP also conducts a conference on educational 
broadcasting annually. 

The program schedule opens with the ‘Sunrise Roundup’ 
(6-7 a.m.), a stanza in which blocks of time are sold, and 
which is presided over by a hillbilly-cowboy-variety cast. 
From 7-7:15 a.m. the ‘Early Edition’ show gives weather, 
music, ete. Corinne Jordan has a shopper's stanza for Mont- 
gomery Ward at 8:30 am. At 11 a.m. Bee Baxter unfurls a 
participating women’s stanza, somewhat a la Martha Deane. 
Between 11:30 and 11:45 a.m. Marjorie Ellis McGrady 
(women’s page editor of the Star-Journal) has a household 
forum, Roch Ulmer has a movie quiz at 5:15 p.m. And at 
10:15 p.m. there's a ‘Looping the Loop’ local Walter Winchell 
series gabbed by Jack Quinlan. Dance remotes are plentiful. 
Roch Ulmer and Brooks Henderson are newscasters, while 
Halsey Hall (of the Star-Journal) is sports announcer. The 
house orchestra numbers 20 men and the following singers 
are featured: Flo Seidel, blues warbler; Sidney Suddendorf, 
tenor; and Claude Ellis, baritone. 

WTCN is the NBC Blue station, owned jointly by the Min- 
neapolis Tribune and the St. Paul Dispatch-Pioneer Press 
(the two newspapers are not cross-controlled). Like all its 
colleagues, WTCN has a single rate. Business, nicely on the 
ascendant, is 85% local, two-thirds coming from Minneapolis, 
and the rest from St. Paul. Merchandising is a big item, and 
the service includes newspaper publicity and display ads, 
streamers, cards, bus advertising, letters, etc. 

Clarence (Swanee) Hagman has been WTCN’s general man- 
ager since 1934 when he came over from the Dispatch where 
he had been 12 years. Lee Whiting, ex-newspaperman and 
once with KSTP, is commercial manager. Bob De Haven, 
once emcee of the NBC ‘Breakfast Club’ and later with 
KVOO, is program airector. Frank Zdarsky batons the string 
trio in his capacity as musical director. The station carries a 
taff of six announcers. 

Sports are WTCN’s heaviest local angle—and it’s a good 
angle because, as mentioned before, the Twin Cities are a 
real sports center. George Higgins draws the bulk of the 
sports assignments and has been built into quite a name. The 


rest of WTCN’s local schedule is emphatic on feature and 


feature-noveity stuff. Here is a quick take of some of thes 
stanzas: 

A ‘News to Come’ series on Sundays at 5:15 p.m. in which 
newspaper prognosticators go out on a limb anent the com- 
ing week’s news; the participating ‘Dawn Patrol’ program 
from 6-7 a.m.; Ann Ginn’s participating shopper's program 
at 9:45 a.m.; the ‘Gopher Bulletin’ from 11:05-11:15 a.m. where 
civic organizations, ete., are allowed to etherize news, club 
announcements and similar chatter gratis; Mary Proal Lin- 
deke’s ‘For the Ladies’ series of interviews and news at 1:45 
p.m. (there’s also a club hooked to the show which currently 
is sponsored thrice weekly, and sustaining twice weekly); & 
participating musical stanza by the string trio at 4:30 p.m.; 
‘Just a Story’ kids stanza at 5 p.m. consisting of Charles 
Irving’s yarns with tric background; ‘Washington Spotlight’ 
at 8 p.m. Mondays—a special transcription cut in Washington 
by Alfred Stedman, Pioneer-Press capitol man, and airmailed 
to the station; ‘Job Wanted’ at 8:30 p.m. Mondays, conducted 
by Peter Lyman for the unemployed; and Jack Rambler at 
11:45 p.m., a local gossip column fashioned by Peter Lyman. 

WTCN has eight newscasts daily, with Bennett Orfield as 
news chief. Civic tie-ins are complete, the two most note- 
vorthy being a stanza devoted te church music, and a ‘Par- 
ents Classroom’ in which clubs compete in answering querie 
anent the proper way to bring up brats. The station also has 





four man-on-the-street series, two from each city; George 
Higgins, Ted Krey and Bob De Haven operate them. 

WDGY is the Mutual outlet, but with Transcontinental in 
the picture, the affiliation of this station in the future cannot 
be definitely noted here. Before saying anything else about 
WDGY, it must be observed that this place has to be seen to 
be appreciated. ‘Doc’ Young, the owner, in a burst of esoteric 
hippodroming rigged himself up an office (familiarly known 
as ‘the circus’ to staff members) worthy of a Balaban & Katz 
lobby. Solidly built of mirrors, some of which have Mexican 
murals painted over them, the place outdoes the poverbial 
Christmas tree. 


DOC YOUNG’S OFFICE CALLED 
“THE CIRCUS’ BY HIS STAFF 


The ‘Doc’s’ desk is also built of mirrors and is lighted via 
a spotlight. Model airplanes float around the ceiling; colored 
lights go on and off; the telephone bell plays a tune; lighted 
flowerpots adorn the walls; and to top it all off, the ‘Doc’ is 
installing a pure white rug with an electric shoe-shiner to 
keep your shoes from mussing it up: 

The ‘Doc’ (who got his medical nickname via his owner- 
ship of 2 jewelry-optometrist business) owns the place, and 
was one of radio's commercial pioneers. He also owns an 
airplane, a yacht, an estate in Miami, a Rolls Royce, some 
$2,000 worth of cameras, and a collection of antique furniture 
and Oriental rugs. He is a man of many enthusiasms and 
avocations. 


Wally Stone, previously with WCCO, KSOO, and several 
agencies, is program and commercial manager. The staff 
numbers 28. Local business is WDGY’'s biggest revenue- 
maker, but national spot is on the upbeat, especially since 
the station started wooing the farmers. Also operating on a 
single rate, WDGY does, however, give special local discounts 
for programs running more than thrice weekly. 

WDGY policies are hinged on two factor:s (1) lots of mer- 
chandising; and (2) lots of participation programs. On the 
latter score, WDGY beats anything seen yet. Here is the 
list: a participating ‘Roundup Time’ at 5:30 a.m. (recordings); 
‘Sunrise Frolic’ at 6 a.m., an all-request participation series; 
between 7:30 and 8 a.m. come participating recordings; ditto 
from 8:45-9 a.m.; from 9-9:15 a.m. Jean Kimball has the par- 
ticipating ‘Woman’s World’ home economics show; at 10 a.m. 
the ‘Happy Hollow Boys,’ led by Car] Johnson do the equiva- 
lent of a Scandinavian hillbilly turn behind participating 
sponsorship; a similar show with the same talent goes on at 
3 p.m.; more participating platters come at 3:30 p.m. and at 
5:15 p.m, 

By way of merchandising, there are parties and get-togeth- 
ers for dealers; letters; posters; and surveys. Market reports 
and farm news are sturdy features, aired several times daily. 
The house orchestra numbers four men. Right now WDGY 
is adding two new shows to the schedule, one being a chil- 
dren's musical conducted by Thaddeus P. Giddings of the 
Minneapolis school system, and the other being a stanza for 
juveniles in the ‘teen age. 

WMiIN is the local station, owned and piloted by Edward 
Hoffman. The latter deserves particular credit on more than 
one score for his operations. First of all, he does an amaz- 
ing amount of market promotion for a station with 250 watts 
(some of his folders are way above the amateur class). Sec- 
ond, Hoffman is a thorough student of station operation 
which is one reason why he does not pinch pennies in an 
effort to get rich over night. Third, his operations include 
remotes to all hviels in the Twin Cities, lines to the city 
halls, and other rather expensive tie-ins which ordinarily 
are skipped. 

In addition to Hoffman (one of the few station managers 
who can practice law before the FCC) the executive staff in- 
cludes Frank Devaney, program-production manager, who 
has been here three years. Dick Enroth spiels the sports. 
The latter lean toward the municipal type. Samuel Nemer 
handles the Minneapolis studios plus promotion-merchan- 
dising. 

Like all the other stations, WMIN has a single rate. Busi- 
ness is mainly local from the Twin Cities. Merchandising is 
actively carried on via posters, mail, the newspaper tie-ups, 
a house organ (in poster form) to agencies and retailers, ad- 
vertising in taxicabs, and trailers in 30 theatres. 

WMIN’s program schedule, aside from civic tie-ins, re- 
motes, and sports, is solidly filled with music and news. The 
latter is aired five minutes every hour on the hour with re- 
views at 12 noon and 9 p.m. Every variety of music is un- 
furled throughout the day, mainly via recordings. The ‘Mod- 
ern Hillbillies,’ however, fall into the live talent class. It’s 
one of those schedules nicely framed to buck the jabber on 
the bigger stations’ web feeds. 

In closing, it should be noted that Minneapolis-St. Paul lo- 
cal program production, by and large, is unusually strong on 
non-musical shows. Talks, women’s magazines, club fodder, 
and audience participation shows rank very high here in 

ount of time consumed. 
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LaGuardia-Lemmon 


Domestic Shortwave Unencouraged 


* 
Washington, Dec. 19. 

Any important alteration of the 
rule limiting relay broadcasting 
looks improbable even though strong 
political forces are seeking relaxa- 
tion on behalf of New York City’s 
municipal outlet, WNYC. Special 
FCC committee weighing request of 
Mavor Fiorella LaGuardia got around 
+.» the discussion stage this week, 
facing a rather long record of testi- 
mony at hearings more than a month 
ag). 

While there is some sympathy for 
LaGuardia, the general feeling 1s 
that evidence was not impressive and 
there is little necessity for a nation- 





wide relaxation of present regula- 
tions under which wire lines must 
be used whenever possible. Except 


for WNYC and W1XAL—interna- 
tional plant at Boston owned by Wal- 
t H. Lemmon, of International 
Business Machine Corp.—there is lit- 
tle desire to use short-wave for 
regular interchange of program ma- 
terial domestically. And the fact 
that WI1XAL—which would serve the 
Gotham plant—is licensed for inter- 
national service, not to deliver pro- 
grams for domestic consumption 
weakens the argument. 

[dea advocated by LaGuardia is to 


ter 


let the bars down and permit de- 
velopment of a wireless network 
with no commercialization allowed. 


Little chance that many others 
would be interested, although some 
pedagogs think a change in the rule 
might facilitate development of an 
educational web. 


Experimental Maybe 


As things stand, the FCC could 
grant an experimental ticket for 
both WIXAL and WNYC, solving 


their present difficulty and provid- 
ing a practical test. Engineers doubt 
that satisfactory transmission can be 
effected, though they admit data 
sketchy. One way to find out what's 
what would be to use the special 
authorization method which may be 
advocated by the committee. 

Though the question is of limited 
interest, an important angle has 
caused concern. The fiery New York 
mayor—who was aroused when he 
was unable to get programs from the 
Harvard tercentenary celebration a 
few years ago except by paying wire 
tolls he termed excessive—has threat- 
ed to cause introduction of 
lation in Congress and stir up a hor- 


1s 


en legis- 


net's nest around the regulators. 
Such a move might revive the old 
idea of compelling all commercial 
stations to set aside a certain per- 
entacge of time or of e@armarking a 
ixed proportion of all facilities for 
educational and other non-commer- 
ial broadcasting. 


EL PASO AIRS 
FOR TOURISTS 


El Paso County Board of Develop- 
ment will sponsor a half-hour broad- 
the Southwestern Sun Carni- 


val from El Paso, Texas, Jan. 1 over 


casi rf 


13 Mutual stations as tourist exploi- 
ta n {o il ‘tion of the country 
New Yea iy is the final instalment 
rf t ‘ven-day pageant, which in- 
cludés the Sun Bowl football game 
Broadcast will air 12:30-1 p. m. and 
vill use WGN, Chicago: CKLW, De- 
troit-Windsor: WOL, Washingtor 
KWK, St. Loui KSO, Des Moines: 
KFEL, Denver; WHB. Kansas Cits 


WHK., Cleveland; WBAL, Baltimore 


WIRE. Indianapolis; WKRC, Cincin- 
nati. WOGY, Minneapolis; and WGR 
Buffalo. 





James Allen Joins WFIL 


As Program Director 
Philadelphia, Dec. 19. 

James Allen, program director for 

WIP, resigned on Friday (15) to take 


a similar post at WFIL. Connected 
with WIP since 1934. Takes up his 
new duties on Jan. 1 after a short 


vacation. No replacement for his old 
job has yet been made. 

Fred Dodge, WFIL program direc- 
tor, has been promoted to assistant 


general manager. Arnold Nygran. 
supervising engineer at WFIL, has 


been promoted to acting chief engi- 
neer to Frank F, 
who resigned to become president of 


WTBO, Cumberland, Md. 


replace secker, 
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Tin Cup Problem 
Continued from page 23 


of the attempts to raise cash 


the Poles 


cause 
war 
Finns 

Radio attorneys are becoming per- 
plexed with their clients asking for 
advice ab -t this and that charity. 
Particula since it is now necessary 
to get clearance from the State De- 
partment, under the re-written neu- 
trality law, before asking cash for 
the aid of individuals suffering from 
European hostilities and the tricky 


Tot victims, 


and the | 


| Ate Charity Rib 


Holly wood, Dec. 19. 
sure 
inade to 
and Ab- 
party for 


Considerable mystery 
rounds a phone call 
KNX during the ‘Lum 
| ner all night radio 
| the Salvation Army last week, 

which declared: ‘Sam Goldwyn 

will top any donation by $500.’ 

The message was broadcast 

rtly after Jack L. Warner 
made a $1,200 donation. Final 
checkup revealed top donation 
| was $3,000 and it was figured that 
| Goldwyn would send a check fou 
$3,500 as announced. The next 
day the message was repudiated 
at the Goldwyn studios, where 
it was said that Goldwyn was at 
Arrowhead Springs’ opening and 
knew nothing about it. 

Program netted charity around 
$15,000. 


| shi 











with Gabber Sten Moderski dressed 


international policies of the Federal 
Government. If the U.S. is to be 
whole-heartedly neutral, should 


broadcasters seek donations for the 
“noor Germans’ as well as the ‘poor 
Poles”, attorneys wonder. 

It is quite different from unsched- 
uled drives to raise money for 
Americans rendered homeless by 
floods, earthquakes, fires and hurri- 
canes. Those catastrophies do not 
occur regularly and the relief activi- 
ties ordinarily are not streched out. 
But the November-December-Janu- 
ary appeals are now an annual fea- 
ture and there is a tendency to 
lengthen the period ef solicitation in 
each instance. 

Radio is on an uncomfortable spot. 
By now it is the fashion for virtually 
every newspaper to promote a pet 
charity at Yuletide. Each publisher 
asks the help of some local broad- 
caster. If the station cool, it 


is 


cannot expect publicity for itself and 


is likely to make an enemy for the 
whole industry. 
So far there has been no sign that 


the FCC looks askance at such money- | 


raising activities. But regardless of 
how the regulators feel, broadcasters 


are beginning to fret over audience | 


reaction. They have heard critical 


comments from newspaper readers 


who skip the heart-rending pictures | 


and stories, especially after they 
have sent in their own checks. If 
the radio audience uses this tech- 


nique, the potential market for spon- 
sors inevitably will be greatly cur- 


tailed for the weeks of the annual 
tin cup season. 
For ‘Most Deserving’ 
Windsor, Ont., Dec. 19. 
‘San Salute,” CKLW’s four-times- 
weekly program for shut-ins, has 
evolved a new twist for obtaining 


Christmas gifts for patients. Gordon 
Castle, CKLW production chief, first 
got Brown & Killiamson Tobacco 
Co.’s authorization for station to col- 
lect cigarette coupons over ether 
and collect full price for ’em at com- 
pany headquarters in order to buy 
will also redeem 
anything selected 
Scift catalog and 
san patients 
about 60,000 


rift 


gifts Company 
COUPONS yn 
company’s 

suitable for 


Thus far yf the 


from | 
found 


34c. 


as Kris Kringle, will distribute the 
gifts to every home in the hamlet— 
25 miles from here. 


WHB Works With Theatres 
Kansas City, Dec. 19. 
WHB tied its annual Christmas 
|promotion in wtih Fox Midwest thea- 
tres for a kids’ canned goods show 
Saturday (23). Previously station 
has promoted its own 
Cupboard in the city auditorium. 
This year it is sponsoring and 
plugging picture programs at the 
Plaza, Linwood, Vista and Waldo 
theatres. 
Cincinnati Activities 
Cincinnati, Dec. 19. 
Ciney stations are doing all right 
iby Santa Claus. 
WLW's Boone County Jamboree is 





| throwing five performances in Great- | 
ler Cincy this week for the benefit | 


|of needy folk. Besides cash admis- 
sions, food, clothing and toys are 
|}accepted and turned over to chari- 


|table auspices. 

| WCKY, WSAT, WKRC and WCPO 
are carrying daily programs to boost 
lthe Post’s Mile-of-Dimes campaign, 
which cares for poor kiddies. 

| WCKY Originating a 
| cial midnight broadcast Tuesday (19) 
lin the RKO Shubert theatre to assist 
| the Enquirer’s annual Christmas 
| charity drive. Union musicians and 
|stagehands and ASCAP people tak- 
ling part are donating their services 
and Protestant, Catholic and Jewish 
iclergymen and many officials are 
| participating. 


also is spe- 


KFEL’s Xmas Auction 
Denver, Dec. 19 

KFEL is donating 10 hours to the 
| Denver Goodfellow Club this year. 
|The time will be used for auctioning 
| off donated merchandise, proceeds to 
| be used for poor of Denver. 
| thing—radio time, messengers, 


without 


etc = 
| excepting phone 
t S | . 


charge. 


Service, is 


One of the city councilmen 
Rosenthal, together with Ed 
|man, do the auctioneering. Bids are 


| made phone and messengers de- 


Harry 


by 


coupons have been sent in by listen-| liver the merchandise and pick up 


ers to program. 


yy suggestions from 


hnhurses, 


Superintendents of 
the 22 hospitals in this area, abetted 
will | 


the mi 
broadcast 


ney Ihe auction will be 


for three nights 


select two ‘most deserving’ patients | 


each sanitarium 


in and submit ‘’em 
to station. One of the two, and both 
if sufficient gifts are available, will 


receive Christmas present 


Fitzpatrick’s Annual 


Detroit, Dec. 19 

With n. Leo Fitzpatrick taking 
mn il turn at the mike, De- 

troit JT -WJR eleventh annual 
benefit broadcast for benefit of De- 
troit Goodfellows Christmas fund last 
Friday night (15) grossed $2,231 in 
pledge from histene Program 
tarted at 11:15 p. m. and lasted till 
e small hours Saturday morning 

A ting Fitzpatrick as m.c. were 
Neal Tomy, Norman White and Dun- 
can Moore. Entire WJR staff par- 


ticipated in the all-request program, 
including Samuel Benavie’s studio 


band, the Mummers dramatic group, | 
Geraldine Elliott, Eric Howlett, Don | 


Large, Billy Repaid, Motor 
Chorus, Golden Tower Quartet (John 
McKenzie, Robert Luscombe, Bert 
Matheson, Harold Belles), Three 
Aces (Harold Kean, McKenzie and 
Large), Cyril Wezemal, George 
Dorn, Helen Hadley, Tim Doolittle’s 
hillbillies and Billy Roy. 

WPEN ‘Adopts’ a Village 
Philadelphia, Dec. 19. 
WPEN has ‘adopted’ the 
whole village of Chesilhurst, N. J. 
(pop. 400) for Christmas. 
Marble Love, director 
Women’s Club of the Air, 


ing toys and clothes for 


Station 


of WPEN 
1S solicit- 
the children 
of the town, most of whose parents 
are on relief. Next week a truck, 


City | 


“VOICE OF LABOR’ 


SHIFTS TO WDAC 


Akron, Dec. 19 

The C.LO. radio program, ‘Voice 
of Labor,’ banned from the air by 
tation WJW and then offered an 
opportunity to finish out its contract 
period ha been resumed over 
WDAC, local Columbia outlet H 
x. Lloyd, president of the Akron 
ndustrial Union council, said WDAC 


had given assurance there will be 
full freedom to discuss controversial 
issues on the same basis as in the 
past. WDAC is not a member of the | 
National Association of Broadcast- 
| ers. 

| WJW held the labor programs | 
could not be broadcast in conform- 
ity with new regulations of the 
|N.A.B. After the contract had been 
, cancelled the station management 


announced it had learned that con- 

tracts in force could be fulfilled. 
The C.I.O. programs 
argely to round table discussions of 

| the fundamentals of unionism 

; attention to topical issues. 


are devoted 


with 


Kandi-bone Eyes Spot 


in for some spot broadcasting on 
Kandi-bone, a dog biscuit, after the 
first of the year 


| Pepper was formerly with Mc- 
i Cann-Erickson, 


Christmas | 


Every- | 


J. W. Pepper, Inc., agency, may go | 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 

Dick Mooney leaving Earle Ferris to handle Lever’s ‘Big Town’ publicity 
on his own Arthur H. Thompson, chart and map man, departs CBS 
| presently RCA’s annual pre-Christmas elbow exercises occur Dec, 21. 
back in the U. S. A. from England, where he sales-promoted for Baird 
television, is S. I. Dinwoodie, who once was an assistant manager at Keith’y 


Palace, Times Square..,.Herb Swope, Jr., of CBS had the back of his head 
} published by Vogue. 

Laurence Hammond into town from his Connecticut farm next 
week for the winter....Knowles Entrikin is scripting a special New Year 
program for CBS....Brice Disque, in charge of the Kathleen Norris pro- 
grams for Phil Lord, serves tea to the actors after each program. 

Mora Martin and Warren Ashe into ‘Against the Storm’ on NBC,. 
House Jameson instead of Ken Smith in ‘Betty and Bob’...Cyri| Am: 
brister directing instead of Maury Lowell on ‘Ellen Randolph’ serial, ,, 
David Ross on Philip Morris ‘Pipe Dreams’ as narrator...Ben Grauer did 
a radio description of the television performance of Fairfax the Magician 
at the Waldorf ball Friday (15), an ingenuity marathon for 15 leadea 
minutes...Dr, Charles Courboin dedicated new organ last week in home 
of Richmond, Va. millionaire.,.Alexander Kirkland, Bobby Readick and 
| Ann Loring into NBC serial, ‘Lorenzo Jones,’ as Barbara Barton, James 
| Tranter, Gene Leonard written out. 
| Mark Warnow’s secretary, Bob Brioty, married Edith Deidel in Harri. 
son, N. Y., Saturday (16)....Don Shaw of WMCA in Miami for short vya- 
cation....George Jessel flies to Chicago teday (Wednesday) to m.c. Mayor 
Kelly’s Xmas Fund benefit at Chicago Arena tonight.,..Chicago Motor 
Club picks up Chicago sponsorship of Mutual’s ‘Show of the Week’ Jan. 7 
.... Frank Novak's Chiclet show renewed for 13 weeks effective Jan. 2,,,, 
Col. Stoopnagie’s Mennen show on WOR-Mutual likewise effective Jan, 12, 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Bob Hope Pepsodent program moved from NBC (seating 340) to Holly. 
| wood Playhouse (1,030 seats) but program back at NBC this week....Ae- 
coustics bad and comedian found himself straining to reach the back row, 
overlooking the mike and the millions at loudspeakers....George Rosen- 
berg joined Murry Brophy’s staff at Columbia Management to handle 
clients for radio and pictures Sid Ziff, former sports ed of L. A. Herald- 
Express, commenting on KFWB with brewery backing....Danny Danker 
| passed fifth matrimonial milepost....Bill Bacher back from New York..,. 
| Eagar Bergen will lead Pasadena’s Tournament of Roses parade New 

Year’s day, with Charlie McCarthy on one knee scowling at Mortimer 
Snerd on the other. Tommy Lee's mobile unit will televise the pageant, 
first big outside job for W6XAO....Crane Wilbur editing the scripts for 
Edward G, Robinson's ‘Big Town’....Jack Owens warbling phoned-in re- 
quest numbers while on the air at KNX....Clff Arquette east to sub Red 
| Skelton on Avalon ciggie program....There’ll be no studio audience for 
Lux airing of ‘Pinocchio’ Christmas night....John Conte and Martha Mears 
flying to Seattle for Hundred Neediest Families benefit,...Lum and Abner 
| back from month’s p.a. tour .University of Southern California’s second 

annual Institute Gf Radio proved another of those drab affairs with little 
accomplished towards the betterment of the biz. All the biggies showed 
up but it is doubtful if they'll go for it again next year....Shirley Temple's 


moves 


broadcast of ‘The Blue Bird’ on Gulf-Screen Guild show Dec. 24 will be 
shortwaved to Belgium if facilities can be set up. 

Franklin Delany, radio exec for Young & Rubicam, moving to New 
York to go into firm’s contact department He did a short stretch in 
' Frisco after a Hollywood break-in.,.Nelson Eddy duets with Shirley 


Temple on Gulf-Stream Guild program Christmas eve. . 
new program at KDB, Santa 


Ken Aitken is the 
3Jarbara...Bill Henry’s L.A. Times 


director 


Free- | 


column, ‘By the Way,’ also becomes a KNX Saturday night show. A war 
| correspondent since the outbreak, Henry will analyze the highiy censored 
communiques from abroad and offer his own commentary...Lewis Allea 
| Weiss to Chicago for Mutual directors meeting...Mack Sennett’s radio 
| debut on Texaco brought him a bid for a repeat. Onetime comedy pro- 
ducer of the pie-slinging days knows early Hollywood probably better 
| than anyone still around...Sara Langman launches ‘Prelude to Inspira- 
tion,” a one-man program with music, early next month on KFWB... 
| Cast of ‘Big Town’ surprised Edward G. Robinson on his birthday with 
| a mock broadeast at the dress rehearsal The usual passing out of gifts 
followed...Jack Benny talked about taking his Jello troupe to Miami for 
a couple of broadcasts, California Chamber of Commerce won't like it 
if he does Anywhere but Flori? Jimmy Saphier shuttled back east 
for a few weel . 

IN CHICAGO... 

Nan Elliott, chief of newly established Columbia Artists’ office here, has 

returned to Chi follewing contab in New York headquarters with Herb 
| Rosenthal....Understood first deal under way is for comedy headliner 
| replacement for Red Skelton on Avalon Time cigarette. Cliff Arquette, 
| recently set on show, would work in crossfire stuff with new comic 


Jane Green, Bonita Kay, June Travis, Patti Willos, Frank Behrens, Bret 
Morrison into ‘Arnold Grimm’s Daughter’...Marvin Mueller and Elmira 
sler in and Doris Dudley out of ‘Backstage Wife’...‘The Carters of 
Elm Street” meantime has Vie Smith, Connie Osgood and Beulah Brandon 
added... .Scramees the NBC ‘Guiding Light’ serial include Seymout 
Young, Le sill Bouchey, Hope Summers, Irene Loraine 


pct WJR ieee oe TAFT’S TIEUPS WITH 
Staff Can Attend Party GROCERS, DRUGGISTS 


> 
wOeS 


On 


y Woods, 


le 


Detroit, Dee, 19. | 

So all membei of staff may attend 

station’s annual Christmas party Cincinnati, Dec. 19. 

without inhibitions, all WJR_ pro- Cooperating with the Ohio V I 
7 s0c KR vas 

grams for tomorrow night (20) will Druggists Association, W f 

inaugurated a_ sustaining ries § 
be recorded during the afternoon. Saturday night 15-minute programs 


Even stand-bys and spot announce- 
ments will be waxed for broadcast at 
night. 

This will enable every station em- 


titled ‘1.000 Years of Pharmacy’ and 
designed to stress the professional 
side of the druggist’s service to the 
community. Each broadcast presents 


° . e } go 
linking for the station since pass!" 
OV nership 

took 


| | 
| ployee, except one engineer at con- | -— oe a woll-k mn 
| eat board i one at transmitter to | re ary OS & Comereny wi i! porte 
’ | drug, its discovery and applicaliom 
| attend fete. told by the association's secretary. 
we ii eats 2) | Harold C, Freking. 
| | It's the second trade ass ciation 


Ameche Back for Washup 


Hollywood, Dee. 19. 


Don Ameche went back on Chase 
& Sanborn program last Sunday (17) 


from CBS to Times-Stat 
Nov. 28, when Hulbert Taft, Jr., 10? 
over as manager and dropped his 
editorial connection with the paper 
Other series is a Saturday morning 





to wash up his contract with two| Quizzer for housewives, sponsored by 
more broadcasts. Both he and Dor-| the Cincinnati Retail Grocers and 
othy Lamour drop off Dec. 31, when | Meat Dealers Association. 
show is trimmed to a half hour wa 

Fdgar Bergen’s appearance on Sun-| Sidney Garfinkel agency of San 
day’s program marked beginning of|Francisco opens Los Angele office 
| his fourth year as an NBC top name. | Jan. 1. Donald A. Breyer in chars’ 

' 


'He started with Rudy Vallee. aS managing partner. 
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: ,..BUT MISS DEVOON, 
WHEN YOU SAID“EXTRAS", 
| THOUGHT YOU MEANT 
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YOUR EXTRA LADY 





LISTENERS* ON THE 
RED NETWORK! 














*Women-wise advertisers of cosmetics and shampoos know what the Red can do. That is why they invested $1,204,000 
in the Red Network during the first nine months of 1939—more than twice as much as in any other network. 


Sure, NBC Red Network figures 
look “Hollywood’-but they're facts! 








Colossal” indeed is the Red’s regular listening audience — 


day or night, male or female. It’s by far the biggest in the 


business. “Stupendous” too, is the number of families who 


“Jisten most” to the Red. Nevertheless, they’re facts proved 


by radio’s most complete circulation study. 


ITH your own future profits in 

mind, consider this fact. National 
advertisers last year appropriated more 
money for the Red Network than for any 
other single advertising medium in the 
world—over $31,000,000! 

This, we believe, is conclusive evi- 
dence of the confidence advertisers have 
in the Red Network’s ability to sell 
goods. A confidence substantiated by facts 
unearthed in the only network survey 
ever made which covered not only the 
usual radio research territories, but the 
“Other Half” of the national radio audi- 
ence as well—the previously “uncharted” 
areas where 51% of all U.S. radio-owning 
families are located! 


New Light on Radio 
The revelations in the “Other Half” story 
prove many things of greatest impor- 
tance to advertisers. Facts are brought to 


the fore which no profit-minded adver- 
tiser can ignore. Puzzling time-buying 
knots are unraveled. Proof is given that 
a CAB rating on the Red means a greater 
nationwide audience for a program than 
the same rating on another network. 

In short, a completely new conception 
of comparative network circulations and 
values has been born! As one agency exec- 
utive put it—“At last I understand how 
radio works, and why the Red Network 


NBL 


produces extra results for my clients!” 


Missing Extra Sales? 
We believe that when you hear all of 
this astonishing story, you'll know why 
it is the country’s No. 1 advertising me- 
dium...why, ever since network broad- 
casting began, it has aired the majority 
of the leading day- and night-time pro- 
grams. The Red’s extra national cover- 
age means extra sales for you. 


Red NETWORK 


The network most people listen to most 


~ 


NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 
A RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA SERVICE 
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RADIO REVIEWS 





Follow-Up 


Comment 





‘We, the People,’ remains a slick 
example of making something out of 
mot very much to start with. It is 
a conspicuous example of created, 
not bought, program showmanship 
It could easily be a hokey-pokey 
amalgamation of slightly phoney 
press-agent-arranged interviews with 
celebrities, near-celebrities and nuts. 
On paper it has often sounded that 
way. More than once, when, after 
Mark Warnow’'s circusy curtain- 
raiser, Gabriel Heatter has rattled 
off the preliminary announcement of 
what's on hand, the critical listener 


kitty doesn’t land on her feet.’ Yet 
the program has a hadit of coming 
out better than all right. It could 
be accidental one week, but not 
every week. 


Last week was a good typical ‘We, | 


the People.’ Offhand there was 
nothing very novel, very promising. 
The commercial tie-uw: motivation 
was strongly threaded through the 
tapestry. The author of one current 
Broadway show, the featured player 
of another, a blind actress connected 
with en organized charity, and 
finally a dance maesiro current at a 
New York hotel. All or any such 
interviewees might be duplicated in 
any day’s schedule on any local sta- 
tion. Maybe not the same peopie, 











COLUMBUS 
All youneed inCentral Ohio 
5000warts pay 


1000 WATTS NIGHT 
John Blair &Co., Representative 





{from press agents to gain publicity 


‘conveys a 


but their equivalents. The trick 
to tuke these, and other elements, 
ar 1 make a half hour program good 
enough for national network presen- 
tation and good enough to sell a lot 
of Sanka coffee. 
A comparison 
here with the newsree! 
under similar tant 


warranted | 
which are 
invitation 


seems 


con 


for people with something to say, a 
unique story, a peculiar experience, | 
or talent. Take the newsreels for | 
the wrong way, the crude, often | 
transparently phoney publicity plant, | 

| 


i ‘ 'sw \hastily okayed and hurriedly com- 
has whispered, ‘uh-uh, here’s where | hastily okayed 


pleted, often indifferently edited and 


let run in its native amat ee | 
Take ‘We, the People,’ as the better 


‘Our Audience’ 


Major Bowes’ Chrysler Ama- 
teurs and Vox Pop were two 
Columbia programs which within 
the space of about an hour last 
week, estimated for listeners the 
size of their respective audi- 
ences. Wally Butterworth and 
Parks Johnson, in a dialog lead- 
ing up to a plug for Kentucky 
Club Tobacco, referred to the 
fact Vox Pop was going out to 
50 stations and a dialing group 
of ‘seven or eight millions.’ 
Announcer when signing on 
Major Bowes said that ‘25,000,000 
listeners’ (92 stations) of the pro- 
gram help to choose the winning 
simon-pures weekly. 








wav witl slick, professional editing, | 
selection, pruning, rehearsal and| park avenue liquor shop who had 
timing. |been held up by robbers seven 


Above all, the timing of the half- | 
hour is important. ‘We, the People,’ | 
hint of brimming over | 
with surprises. The tempo has to} 
pick up, Capra-like, to convey this | 
impression. Each item ls snipped 
at the right point, like a good sure | 
seon who takes neither too much, 
nor too little. Bert Lytell and the 
blind actress, a Miss Hillman. did an | 
excerpt from ‘Accent on Youth’ that 
was scarcely two minutes long. But 
precisely long enough to serve the | 


purpose and to form a very human story sound McCoy. 
touch to the blind actress’ thrill of | exasperation overcoated 


/national publicity and national op- 





{portunity in which Sanka (ever the 
gracious sponsor—-part of the show-/c 


manship) went to the expense to 


|piecture of a 


|gave the 


times. It was a commonplace story 
that other store’*seepers could prob- 
ably duplicate. The radio value con- 
sisted in, first, recognizing the simple, 
one-track humor, the vivid mental 
wine merchant using 
his expensive imported bottles as 
missiles to throw at thugs, and, with 
each new experience, becoming in- 
creasingly conscious of the price of 
the impromptu weapons. The script 
wine merchant FEurope- 
style punctuation, made him and his 
It was human 
with au- 
thentic humor. 

Frankie Masters was once a Chi- 
oO matinee idol in the days when 
Paul Ash was Allah and all the other 


bring in a famous stage and screen | glamour boys with batons were his 


star to give her the emotional stimu- | prophets. 


Still prominent, still able 


lus of really doing something in|to wham over a pop song, Masters 
smart company. !told the amusing and plausible tale 


Playwright Sidney 
stepped in after the Lytell scene to) 
tell the blind actress to report for a_ 
job the next afternoon at ‘The World 
Vie Make.” At this touch some | 
listeners might feel that radio, the | 
great over-doer, was adding an| 
ostrich boa to a silver fox jacquet. | 
The cinematic principle that a gag | 
must always have a topper was ob- 
served: the technique of Major 
Bowes, translating opportunity into 
bread and brown suga was fol- 
lowed. Probably it was still safe. 
Close but safe. Which is part of the 
sermon. The shadowy line is so 
often crossed by radio impresarl. | 

The program opened brightly with 


| the slightly dialectic proprietor of a/|copy-writer has a 














(FACTS 





ABOUT 


BALTIM OR E) 


‘What makes 

a market good-- 
PEOPLE or 
MONEY ?” 


The answer is *“‘BOTH.”’ 
Baltimore is a BIG market 


any way you look at it. Population about 1 MILLION (949,247). 


1938 Retail Sales: $372,770,000. 


Index of buying power (accord- 
ing to “Sales Management” 
survey, April 10, 1939)—117 
(national index, 100). 


Bank deposits total $669,976,836 
—ONE THIRD of which are 
in mutual savings banks. 





Make your advertising investment ina 
growing market. Use Baltimore's “‘first 
choice’’ radio station. 


WF 


BALTIMORE 


National Representatives 


EDWARD PETRY & COMPANY 








* ON THE NBC 


RED 


NETWORK *® 
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% Greetings: 


sho have 
To you" 9 
helped make si 
“ year — 


‘ogesl 
our bis8 st of 


yrie 
pe ‘ r ee Christmases 
and the most prow 
perous of } 
Years! 





Kingsley | of how his trombone player's pecu- 


liar tune-up scale became the theme 
of ‘Scatterbrain.’ 

There was a man who spent nine 
years sailing a boat solo around the 
world. His message was ‘live for 
today’ (attention radio directors with 
ulcers!) and was one of the odds- 
and-ends the program picked up. 

There were, in conclusion, two 
showmanly commercials. One 
stressed ‘gratitude’ (of delighted 
listener to generous sponsor), the 
other dramatized product ‘unique- 
ness. A non-AFRA Mrs. Chalmers 
(so announced) gave testimony ina 
voice of well-educated, middle-class 
| American idiom, which showed the 
keen ear But 
| best of all was Harry Von Zell giv- 
ing a blow-by-blow running descrip- 
tion of a man fighting 
turning, jabbing, tossing, finally 
| knocking himself out in a state of 
nervous collapse. Naturally he (the 
man) could have escaped this by 
drinking caffein-free Sanka. 

Of such is the kingdom of sales- 
manship. 


lad 


| cocasnrnss 


John Gunther seems to be some- 
i thing of a secret so far as NBC is 
|concerned. Regarded by many as a 
standout commentator, a man with 
|} unusual and original slants, the one 
|}commentator on many a day re- 


|cently who did not echo all other 


| commentators, is time schedule 
(11:05 Tuesdays-Thursdays at pres- 
ent) has been vague and there has 
been little disposition to highlight 


him according to 


the merits of his 
performance, It 


almost seems that 
at NBC, so far as underscoring is 
concerned it’s Baukhage or Bauk- 
hage. No particular disparagement 
lof the latter. He knows his stuff and 
he handles himself smartly, but Gun- 
ther has, on the whole, been c yming 
through as the man with something 
to say that everybody else doesn’t 
Since the war settled down, the 
status and the performances of com- 
mentators has been subject to the 
hard. concentrated light of daily 
grinding. Most of them have only 
been as rich or as meagre as the 
day's dispatches and their own 
microphone time. Careful listening 
has failed to develop any fresh slants 
rom as early as two in 
noon to the same hour in the morn- 
ing some days. Notable, too, how 
same ‘editorial’ ideas crop up 
hour after hour. Thus one night. a 
week back, Elmer Davis on CBS said 
almost the same thing at 8:55 that 
Raymond Gram Swing used an hour 
| later on Mutual. 
| Gunther seemed alone last 
|day in recalling 
}events of 1914 that were akin to the 


+} ae eae 
tne aiter- 


41 
ine 


down off the Falkland Islands, who 


| battleship that took its battered hull 
into the harbor of Montevideo. 
Gunther first showed radio mettle 
in a series he did over NBC from 
various European centres last sum- 
mer before the declaration of war. 
Then and since his talent for pithy, 
compact, picture-painting 
and analyses seemed to many tuner- 
inners way beyond the 
NEC itself seemed to put upon him. 
His ability not to get entirely lost in 





sustaining program neglect speaks 
for itself. 





a musical-dramatic excerpt from 
Paramount’s ‘The Great Victor Her- 
bert’ from New York as a cut-in for 
the regular show from the Coast. 











Wednesday, December 





20, 1939 


i ‘ ———~ 
i} Although it was a slightly obscure WILLARD POTT ORCHESTRA 
stanza from a story standpoint, it ‘Revue in Miniature’ ‘ 
packed splenty of wallop via the °0 Mins. 
| Victor Herbert melodies crammed | Sustaining 
into such a brief stanza. It was also! Friday, 1:30 p.m. 
an unusually hefty plug for the pic-| WHK, Cleveland 
lture and, incidentally, for Luchow’s Willard Pott, recently appoint 
restaurant, in the 14th stre¢t section music director of WHK and Mut ed 
| of Manhattan, which was the locale | chain, wasn’t given much of Ps beak 
of part of the sketch. for debut airing of. station's = 
| Connolly was his usual somewhat house orchestra, Instead of getting 
| short-of-breath self, while Jones and a bing-bang introduction on sag g 


Miss Martin both scored vocally as day hour, he was nearly 


| well as dramatically. 

‘Betty and Bob’ (General Mills) 
is a study in afternoon serials. It 
happens to be perhaps somewhat 
above average in scripting. At least 
j}the people sound human an their 
leoncerns plausible. Most of the time 


a Sun. 


} 
“ah, Ouried o 
Friday afternoon spot when nobody 


but housewives and kids en} 
» « ‘ » could } ae 
it. — 
Band has a freshness in 

|a solid rhythm style and goo 
| arrangements to rate a numbe 

\ emiatemta - ¥ er of 
| Spec ial network shots. (Pott was 
once sax-man in George Olsen's 


delivery, 
d enough 


insomnia— | 


Thurs- | 
largely-forgotten | 


Uruguayan sea battle of the day. It 
was the same Von Spee, who went | 


gave his name to the Nazi pocket | 


reporting | 


evaluation | 


the shuffle of typical big network | 


Walter Connolly, Allan Jones and | 
Mary Martin guested last week on | 
the ‘Good News’ program, originating 


» 

a casual tuner-inner ean follow the | fit). Neatly avoids banal announes. 
characters and know their relation- | ments. Last name is dropped, pro- 
ships (although the man who re- | Sram _ being announced = as being 
ferred to his blindness as something | ‘directed by Willard.’ 

new was an exception when heard |, Lot of range in initial show, jump. 
last week}. The study comes in be- | ing from leader's original theme 
cause each quarter hour, with deduc- | tagged ‘Chromaticism’ to some nicely 
tions for commercials. can only carry | Sty!ed pop$ and winding up With 
the story along another inch and a | 18th Century Drawing Room,’ Be. 


half and that almost altogether by | sides having excellent piano and 


dialog. Any considerable listening | Sweet Sax section, leader owns couple 
drives home the importance of the | Of stand-out vocalists. Gayle Gay. 
stage’s ‘business,’ which is wholly | lord, formerly of Gaylord Trio, puts 


beyond radio. For light and shading, |@ Yich-toned quality and_ plenty of 
the visible bit, the cross, the facial | heart into ballads while Don Dew. 
exp-ession is the difference between | hirst’s tenor pipes are of unusual 
monotony and variety. clarity, Glen. 
Small wonder the davtime pro- = 
grams, strung together end to end, | ; ' ee P 
unbalance the schedule. Each sepa- a ay gy blag last with 
rate item in itself is constitutionally | >7eT™an A. is, has joined the 
‘unbalanced by the inherent nature | William Esty agency. 
of story-telling solely by dialog, with 
an occasional wisp of sound effect. 


Jackie Coogan, currently leas i 
off with the touring legit troupe of | 4 4 
‘What a Life,’ this week joined the Y 
cast of ‘Society Girl,’ daytime serial |» ~~ ~ 
over CBS. Apparently he’s in for | } 


{only a brief stay, as he’s slated to go | 
out again with ‘Life’ after the holi- 

|days. Coogan wisely shunned a 

pseudo Park avenue accent. Got 

across fairly well by giving his lines 

a straight reading. However, whether 

from nervousness or lack of suffi- 

cient mike experience, he had fuzzy 

diction. 

As the femme lead, Charlotte 
Manson secemed to lapse into stereo- 
type five-a-week playing. Her 
ciety girl sounds as if she were 
merely parroting an elocution teach- 
er’s idea of gentility, instead of con- 
centrating on what the lines mean. 


KOA, Denver, sends through a 
pleasant filler program, ‘The Ranger's 
Serenade,’ on Sunday matinees over 
NBC—nicely orchestrated and sung. 

Peter Lorre failed to show for the 
second successive week to play a 
part in Arch Oboler’s playlet, ‘No- 
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SO- 


i. In Listener Interest, 
2. Advertising Preference, 
3. In Community Service, 


W ll J ~~ 
) Owned and Operated by 9) 
~~ The Detroit ee % 





body Died,’ but NBC went ahead 

| With its airing last Saturday night 

| (16). In this piece the scriptist-| § Bic ak 
producer took another one of his| % America’s Pioneer Station 


National Representatives 


Geo. P. Hollingbery Co. 


Mow York, Chicago, Soe Francisco, Atiosta 


dips into fantasy and told what hap- 
pened in a dictator-ridden country 
after a doctor-scientist had _ dis- 
covered an elixir for restoring youth moore aceeTCT ago EAN 
While the theme has been fashinoed | 355388 SSSA SO 
into story and play infinite times, |! SS2=_ = : 

Oboler’s version had a topical touch 
that made it especially interesting. 
That draamtic movement of the 
sketch was well maintained and the 
anti-climax, while not so original, 
had a grimness and irony which * 
couldn’t fail to register deeply. 








+ 


Merry Xmas 


Norma Shearer’s performance in 
‘Smilin’ Through’ Sunday night (17) 
over CBS proved a high point in 
Gulf Oil’s current series. It was a 
sterling sample of line-reading and 
mood-pitching not only on her part 
but on the part of the other members 
of the cast, namely, Basil Rathbone, 
Louis Hayward and Halliwell 
Hobbes. While the piece is essentially 
actor-proof, Miss Shearer endowed 
the dual role of Kathleen and 
Muniere Claire with a wealth of fine 
poignancy, bittersweet romance and | 
mounting excitement. | 

The script and direction were also | 
deserving of much credit. 


THE 


SMOOTHIES 


BABS - CHARLIE - LITTLE 

































Harry Crimi, French-Canadian | 
character comedian, ‘Bateese Heem- 
self,” back on WTIC, Hartford, sus- 
taining payroll. Spotted three nights 
a week with Fred Wade, Bruce Kern 
and Harold Kolb. 














DON’T MISS 
PALMOLIVE'S 


STARRING 


BESS JOHNSON 
By Adelaide Marston 
Dedicated to the women of America. 
The story of a woman who must 
choose between love and the career 
of raising other women’s children. 


apie tOP HOUs,.,, 





WABC-CBS—10:30-10:45 A.M. E.S.T. 
78 Stations Coast-to-Coast 


Direction BENTON & BOWLES, Inc. 
Management ED WOLF, RKO BUILDING, New York 
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LANDT TRIO, MAHR and FLYNN | HERB CAEN 
Songs, Quiz 15 Mins.—Local 
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‘ECHOES OF HISTORY’ have, as an astute actor, sensed this, | JAMES BOWEN 
With Mrs. Harold V. Milligan, Wal-| for once or twice he seemed on the Graf Spee Incident 


Cnr S< oi 


7 a 
—s) mews 
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lace Ford 
5 Mins. ; 
ENERAL FED, OF WOMEN’S 

CLUBS 
Wednesday, 2:15 p.m. 

WJZ-NBC, New York 

The General Federation of Wo- 
men’s Clubs has this Wednesday 
afternoon quarter-hour on alternate 
weeks with the National Council of 
Women, a collaborator in the field of 
‘culture,’ which today (20) presents 
Pegzy Wood and a ‘Quilting Bee’ as 
its entry. In each case the arrange- 
ment is called ‘co-sponsorship’ _be- 
tween NBC’s Women’s Activities 
division, of which Margaret Cuth- 
bert is head, and the organization. 
There is a sharing of the energy and 
the expense, 

‘Echoes of History’ has an idea to 
reproduce famous orations ‘as if 
radio existed then,’ The historic 
scene is reenacted, in other words, 


| Point of losing his nerve, which was 
what he was running on, 

Ford’s performance was handi- 
capped admittedly by an unfortunate 
production touch, having the imagi- 
nary audience make itself realistic 
by putting in sound effects of cough. 
ing! This made it something of a 
| Struggle between actor and produc- 
| tion, Complete authenticity might 
| have put in a few wild ducks wing- 
ing their way overhead. 
| In carrying out the modern tech- 
| nique of covering a speech, interview- 
ing members of the audience, ren- 
dering the color of the occasion, the 
, Program suggested dramatic possi- 
| bilities of a first-rate order. The 
| Obvious intention to contrast the 
| bombast of professional orator, Ed- 
| ward Everett, and the classic 
| brevity of the great man, seemed, at 
| the start, to promise much. It was 
| disconnected by the intervening 


} 


| 
| 


|The and the disappointing climax, 


The program opened provocatively 


with radio eavesdropping. With this | With Everett (a swell bit of acting) 
fanciful device the series began last|in the last stretch of his windy 


week, NBC visited the Gettysburg 


battlefield where the president of the | Plane of dramatic expectancy that | 
| Was not sustained. 
| it was pretty listenable throuzhout. 
| Mrs. Milligan, radio chairwoman 
|} of the group, said a few dignified 


United States was to speak. 
Program was rather a clever one 

in conception and a pretentious re- 

sponsibility for clubwomen, It was, 


on the whole, closer to right than | 


similar trys heretofore. Auspices were 
misguided in their choice of actor to 
read the classic Lincoln address. 
Failing to get Raymond Massey, 
Richard Gaines, Walter Huston or 
any of the actors identified with Lin- 
colniana and the right kind of voice, 
a hasty, thoughtless booking brought 
in Wallace Ford, something of a 
name (which was deemed indispen- 
sable) and, in his own line of roles, 
a successful, forceful and able per- 
former. But as Lincoln he ran sec- 
ond only to that not-altogether-for- 
gotten classie of radio miscasting, 
Clark Gable as Washington. Ford 
lacked the authority for the rich, 
simple Gettysburg lines and he may 


NEW YORH 

DETROIT 

CHICAGO 
SAN FRANCISCO 


* 
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REPRESENTATIVES 


4 NETWORK HITS! 


PAUL SULLIVAN se news 


CBS Network—39 Stations 


Every night but Sat., 11-11:15 E.S.T. 


for RALEIGH CIGARETTES 


‘| UNCLE WALTER'S DOG HOUSE| 


NBC Red Network—65 ert 
Tuesday nights—10:30-11 E.S.T. 


for SIR WALTER RALEIGH TOBACCO 


T AVALON TIME. neistustvor 

| k~—71 stations 

See ney clghte-0:30-0 E-5.7- 
for AVALON CIGARETTES 


PLANTATION PARTY 


NBC Blue Network—76 ey 
Friday nights—9-9:30 E.S.T. 


Presented by 
ROWN & WILLIAMSON TOBACCO CORP. ; 
Louisville. Kentucky 


| speech. It thus opened on a high 


Notwithstanding, 


words at parting. Land. 


'From Montevideo 
| Sunday, Dec. 17 
NBC, New York 

NBC chalked up a scooperoo Sun- 
| day (17) through the instrumental- 
| ity of James Bowen, who, doing a 


48-hour standby on the shoreline of | 


| Montevideo harbor, finally at 5:56 
|P.m. gave the world the first flash 
|that the German pocket battleship 
| had been self-exploded. Bowen, now 
a film man in Montevideo, pinch-hit 
for RCA-NBC and came through 
| with a news break that had no com- 
| petition, 
| Speaking with a clear but non- 
professional announcing style, Bowen 
|; was on 
|through the day and was given the 
| air four or five times during the 
| Vigil. It added up to good drama 
| that must have held millions glued 
|} to NBC during the Sabbath after- 
noon, 

A news story appears in this issue. 
|This review is for the files, Land. 


WSPD, Toledo, recently proposed 
the erection of a fountain, to be built | improved in spots and loose ends 
| with WPA aid, and subscribed $1,000 taken up. Some contestants are not 
Steamed city council 
| approval and ballyhooed raising of | 


| of the cost. 


| funds. 


the docks pretty steadily | 


30 Mins.—Local 
D. & H. COAL 
Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. 
WGY, Schenectady 
(Leighton & Nelson) 
Hudson Coal returns with a quiz 
show that has novel twists. Listen- 


,ers can win $10 by stumping Landts 


and accompanist Curly Mahr on any 
popular song of past 30 years, boys 
being required to sing, hum or play it 
within fraction of a minute. Mem- 


| bers of visual audience may grab a 
fiver by doing same thing. An ad-| 


ditional dollar if question popper 


| warbles few bars or recites part of | 


lyrics, 

Landts then turn to name titles, 
fill in words, identify theme use, ete., 
of pops, and sponsor pays $5 to each 
_clicker. Final brings volunteers to 


repeat advertising slogans, for money, | 


Between the quiz biz Landis sing in 
their characteristic style. 
Program is ingenious, but without 


' 


buoy it up might be slow, and dull. | 


They register 


even on chatter. 


pretty consistently; 


Program could be 


sufficiently identified. Certainly, 
questions (purposely made easy) 
should not be left up in air when 
'confestants fail. 


troupers like Landts and Mahr to/| 


| REGAL AMBER BEER 

Sunday, 7:15 p.m, 

KPO, San Francisco 

Having built a following during 
the past two years with his gossip 
/}column in the Chronicle, Herb Caen, 
;punning, wisecracking newspaper- 
|man, winds up on the air. Fearing 
that because of inexperience he 
might not be able to carry the quar. 
ter-hour in solo fashion the bre wery 
j tossed in veteran NBC announcer 
Larry Keating to take half the lines, 
read the breezy commercials, and act 
as stoore for Caen. 

Actually Caen was free of nervous- 
ness. Script was light, filled with 
| Zags—some good, some reached for; 
such as, in a discussion of Billy Rose 
;}and his offer to underwrite a Fair 
next year: ‘What’s a Rose by any 
other name?’ And the answer, of 
|; course, Eleanor Holm. 

Beer plugs short and acceptable, 
with kidding, following along the 
lines of: ‘Got a date with a tall 
| blonde—a tall blonde bottle of Regal 
| Pale.” Show was built and delivered 
by Larry Allen of Consolidated Radio 
Artists. Agency for the beer com- 
pany, M. E. Harlan. 
| William J. Bailey, formerly with 
NBC, has joined with Fred Coll in 
| establishing a puffery. 
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On Television 


Further—And Open—Hearings 


May Follow To 


New Orleans Expects 
Unions Eventually; 





Protect FCC From Kickbacks 





Washington, Dec. 19. 


Controversy over the next move in 
adopting a television licensing policy 
has split the FCC several ways. With 
detailed report on their desks for 
nearly a month, the kilocycle police- 
are unable to decide 
whether to hold general hearings or 
put the proposed regulations and al- | 
location plan into immediate effect | 
without further discussion. 


Chief question is which course will 
provide most protection for the ‘pub- 
lic interest’ in visual broadcasting. 
The special three-man committee 
which pondered the policy matter 
for many months believes that tes- 
timony would be superfluous but 
some of the other four members in- 
sist that it is imperative to make a 
record before taking final action. 
Ironical aspect is that both sides 
agree informally that unrestricted 
laissez faire, as urged strongly by 
RCA, is not desirable at this stage 
of development. 


No open breach has occurred, but 
the opinions are rather sharply reg- 
istered in private conversations. 
Crowd wanting a hearing—-chiefly 
to protect themselves against any 
possible criticism—is protesting that 
adoption of the committee recom- 
mendations without opportunity for 
public debate would be embarrassing 
since the three-man delegation hud- 
dled secretly only with individuals 
now active in the field. Viewpoint 
of the committee is that all possible 
information is in the hands of the 
Commish and nothing but useless de- 
lay will result from anything like 
an open hearing. 


The issue was pointed up last 
week when formal complaint against 
the proposed channel distribution 
formula came from Philco. Another 
squawker is General Television of | 
Boston. Both would be unable to | 


get the frequencies they want if the | 


Commish follows the yardstick pre- | 
pared by the experts. 


Squawks are condemned as sour 
grapes in some quarters. Because all 
individuals seeking routine assign- 
ments were told to get together and 
try to work out their differences 
amicably, through time-sharing if 
necessary. Furthermore, it has been 
pointed out, the distribution scheme 
was based on standards recommend- 
ed by the Radio Manufacturers As- 
sociation and also is not intended 








+ 





to be a rigid, inflexible matter. 

Underlying idea in minds of the} 
committeemen was to adopt some 
sort of formula which would insure 
adequate spacing while 








RCA-NBC Television 


Wednesday, Dec. 20. 
92:30—Louise Irwin, body building | 
exercises. 
2:45—Burn ’Em Up Barnes,’ film 
serial. 
3:05—‘Inca Land,’ film travelog. 
3:15-3:30—Wayland Gregory, with 
Caroline Bergh, on Ceramic Sculp- 
ture. 
8:30-9:30—Ned Wayburn’s Holiday 
Revue, with George Tapps. 
Thursday, Dec. 21. 
2:30-3:55—’The Curtain Rises,’ film. 





8:30-10:00—Wrestling at Ridgewood | 


Grove. 

Friday, Dec. 22. 
2:30—‘The Violin,’ film. 
2:40—‘Stephen Foster,’ film. 
2:50—‘Flying Fisherman,’ film. 
3:10—‘Water Boy,’ film. 
3:20-3:30—‘Skiing in the 

film. 
9:00-11:00—To be announced. 

Saturday, Dec. 23. 
2:30-3:40—‘Forbidden Music,’ film. 
8:30-9:30—Little Women,’ drama- 

tized by Martin De Forest, with 
Flora Campbell, Frances Reid, Joyce 
Arling, John Craven, Wilton Graff, 
Molly Pearson, and Frieda Altman. 
Directed by Anton Bundsmann. 


KXA Off Air 40 Mins. 
As Union Strikes Men; 


Tyrol,’ 








New Orleans, Dec. 19. 


Unionism in New Orleans affecting 
radio is in a strange abeyance be- 
cause policies cannot be formulated 
until preliminaries requiring outside 
initiative are completed. 

Engineers assertedly have prac- 
tically a unanimous membership 
among New Orleans stations. But 
the would-be union has no charter, 
and cannot present the demands 
which they intend to make without 
a charter. 

Announcers in New Orleans seem 
unanimous on wanting to organize 
under the AFRA banner. But AFRA 
has no organizer available to send to 
New Orleans. 

Meantime, with all this organiza- 
tion, all the station operators can do 
is watch and wait. It is a safe as- 
sumption that when the groups are 
organized they will make some de- 
mands on the station management 
and seek a contract. And the sta- 
tions are naturally curious to know 
what these demands will be. But 
nobody can do anything without ac- 
tion from out of town. 

The engineers have gone through 
the routine process of organization, 
and await only a charter. Francis 
Jacobs, supervisor of controls at 
WWL, has been elected head of the 
New Orleans group. 


$3,000 IN AIR BLURBS 
TO OPEN DRUG STORE 


Chicago, Dec. 19. 
expenditure for 








Large per-day 





Pacts Reported Near, 


Seattle, Dec. 19. 


Opening move in contemplated | 


strike of technicians in several local 
radio stations occurred Thursday 
(14) a.m. when KXA, indie, was shut 
down for 40 minutes after operators 
were called out by the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
Local 77, on failure of the outlet 


ownership to meet demands of the 
union. 

W. A. Kelly, Pacific Coast rep of 
the IBEW said KXA was permitted 
to turn on juice after the 40 minute 
shutdown on showing of ownership, 


Schwimmer & Scott agency here for 


radio plugs for the opening of what | 
is to be the largest Walgreen store | troversy is certainly not censorship, 
| rather 
jsence of democracy. 
; |code we recognize that the air, at | 
Drugstore opening will be an- | jeast, is free!’ 
nounced on every radio station in| 


the city for a period of 10 days! gressman from Indiana and an out- 


starting on Jan. 10, and the bill for | syoken critic of the code, condemned 
|the 10 days of announcements will | the 


in the country, 
Randolph 
Jan. 10. 


on the corner of 
and State streets on 


run to $3,000. 





CAROLS IN DEPOT 





Railroad Terminal 








Boston, Dec. 19. 


| WEEI and the Boston & 


Odd Status Prevails 


Wednesday, December 20, 1939 











Only About 507, of Applicants F 


Television Licenses Have Any Chance 


or 





But Nothing Happens 





St. Louis, Dec. 19. 

Station KMOX has recom- 
menced its annval campaign 
against the smoke evil in St. 
Louis. It’s the fifth year for 
KMOX to hammer the _ issue. 
Other stations, notably KSD and 
KXOK, chime in. 

Everybody thinks the smoke 
in the air is terrible, and year 
after year it’s still there and the 
radio stations still deplore it. 








‘Anonymous Men’ 
Pettingill’s Aversion 
To NAB Self-Reg Code 


Columbus, Dec. 19. 
Columbus Town Meeting last week 
took up ‘Air Censorship’. Developed 
into a general melee on the merits of 
the new NAB code as pertaining to 
controversial issues. Edward Lamb 





can Civil Liberties Union, 
tioned whether radio was ‘getting 
religion’ or merely becoming ‘socially 
conscious,’ but heralded the code as 
‘a step towards eliminating certain 
outrageous abuses of civil rights in 
the field of radio.’ 

Lamb warned, ‘If this idealistic re- 
form cannot be accomplished by 
self-regulation, it should become 





announcements has been assigned by | 


plain that the failure of the broad- 


casters to keep their promises will | 
lead to a type of regulation that will | 


make their present efforts seem mild. 
To guarantee that there shall be dis- 
cussions of all elements of a con- 


it constitutes the very es- 


Samuel B. Pettingill, former con- 


radio industry for what he 
termed ‘invisible powers censoring 
broadcasts.’ He spoke of free speech 
as the basis of all other freedoms, yet 
claimed that this freedom is a per- 
mit, not a right, announcing he 


Commuters Sing in Boston & Maine | would prefer governmental regula- 
‘Bad as would be | 


tion to the code. 
an attempted tyranny 
speech by public 


over free 


officials,’ 


directors could not get together in| Railroad have teamed again this year |exercised by self-elected and un- 
time to further discuss demands be-|in a Christmas promotional stunt | known persons is infinitely worse. 


fore the signaturing. The control 
crew was allowed to go back to 


| that gets top response. 


In the main concourse of the North | 


| It substitutes the arbitrary decision 
of anonymous men for a government 


work when owners of outlet agreed | Station (B & M Terminal) the radio | of law.’ 


simulta- | to pay them $1.50 an hour from 8 | station has 


installed a Hammond 


(Civic leaders in Columbus sponsor 


neously affording room for outlets in | a-m. to 3 p.m. and $3 an hour over- | Electric Organ which is playedevery| the Town Meeting forums, which 
each metropolitan area, but without | time while discussions on the pact | morning, 8:30 to 9 and evenings 5 to 


involving the danger of a plethora of 
transmitters. Because the berths are 
so limited, it will be necessary for 
the Commish ultimately to work out 
some such method, keeping in mind 
the high cost of operation, the engi- 
neering difficulty in distributing 
programs via interconnections, and 
the density of population. 

It conceivably would be possible 
for the Commish to adopt the regu- 
lations and rubber-stamp the alloca- 
tion scheme, then permitting any 
disgruntled applicant to seek special 
waiver or revision. The burden in 
that way would be on the permit- 
seeker to show that departure is in 
the public interest. Anyone can ask 
for a change or suspension after 
rules are adopted—as was done by 
international broadcasters who ob- 
jected to the goodwill-culture re- 
quirement which was puton the 
shelf last summer after voluble pro- 
tests. 

Argument has been heard that 
adoption of the report without a 
hearing would be tantamount to 
snubbing the general public and act- 
ing on behalf of vested interests. 
Just who would come in as spokes- 
man for the public and what infor- 
mation he could present of value is 
admittedly a conundrum. The Com- 
mish is charged with looking out for 
the public’s welfare, it is noted, and 
in this particular situation is better 
fitted than any unofficial group to 
pass judgment. 





BEESON LEAVES TOLEDO 


Toledo, O., Dec. 19. 
Sterling Beeson, Jr., has resigned 


as station manager of WTOL, Toledo, | 


to try luck in Chicago. May return 
if he doesn’t like it there. His wife, 
a concert cellist, wants to live in Chi. 


continues. 


Consensus is no further drastic ac- 
tion will be taken and amicable 
agreements will be signed by all of 
the stations with IBEW. 





Dorothy Gordon, who has ‘Yester- 
day’s Children’ program on the NBC 
| network as part of the latter’s wom- 
|en’s activities, is doing all the writ- 
ling herself from this point on. 





| Alabama: WMSL, 
from 100 watts, days only, to 250 watts 
California: KFSG, Echo Park Evangeli 
KFWB, Los Angeles, 
5 kw. 
power jump from 1 to 8 kw. 
Florida: WDAE, Tampa, granted nig 
1 to 5 kw, 
Illinois: WDWS, Champaign, granted 
100 to 250 watts, 
Kansas: 


to 100 watts unlimited. 


from 1 to 5 kw. 
Mississippi: WJPR, John R. Pepper, 


Montana: KRBM, Bozeman, 
from 100 to 250 watts. 
Nebraska: 


granted 


to a partnership consisting of L. L. 


pany. 
| Ohio: WTOL, Toledo, granted power b« 
watts, WFMJ, William F,. Maag, Jr., 
night power jump from 100 to 250 watts. 





Pennsylvania: WCAE, Pittsburgh, granted night juice-jump 


from 1 to 5 kw; 
Castle, granted change in corporate 
| Broadcasting Co., to WKST, Inc, 


PRT APE, ED Oe 





stic Association, Los 
Angeles, granted night power jump from 500 watts to 1 kw; 
granted night julce-jump from 


District of Columbia: WRC, Weshington, 


, KVAK, Carl Latenser, Atchison, 
in power and time of operation from 100 watts, days only, 


Louisiana: WSMB, New Orleans, granted night power jump 
night power jump from 100 to 250 watts. 
KGKY, Scottsbluff, granted voluntary assign- 


ment of license from Hilliard Company, Inc. (a corporation) 


Hilliard, and R. M. Stewart, doing business as Hilliard Com- 


Youngstown, 


WKST, Keystone Broadcasting Co., 


15:30, by Irene Hanify and Del Cas- 
tillo, staff organists. During the a.m. 
iconcert only organ music is heard. 
But in the late afternoon, a screen 
is set up on which the words to 
carols are thrown. Community sing- 
ing is led then by Bill Elliot, the 
‘singing cop.’ 


made and then played over the sta- 
tion jater in the evening so the 
carolers can hear themselves. 





POFFO SOOO Hr 


South Carolina: 


unlimited. Utah: 
Washington: 
1 to man granted night 
granted night 


ht juice-jump from California: 


night increase from Connecticut: 
mental authority 
granted change 


Georgia: 


Missouri: 


Greenville, granted Nebraska: 


night power boost common stock; 
and KFAB, 


Printing Co., 


Hilliard, New Jersey: 


Ruth K. 


New York: 
,0st from 100 to 250 


operated days only 


During these sings, recordings are | 








jump from 1 to §& kw. 
Texas: KDNT, Harwell V. Shepard, Denton, granted change 

in time of operation from days only to unlimited, using pres 

ent power of 100 watts. 

KOVO, Citizens Voice and Air Show, Provo, granted 

hnixht power increase from 100 to 250 watts. 

KWSC, 


WKNY, 


are carried over WCOL, and in 
Zanesville by WHAZ.) 





15-Year Old Singer Gore 


Detroit, Dec. 19. 
| Police are searching for Jeanne 


' Holland, 15, vocalist on WMBC here | 


| for past two years. 

Juve had been skedded to appear 
|on a program at WMBC last Thurs- 
| day evening (14), but failed to show 
up and father notified police. 





F. C. C’s WASHINGTON DOCKET 


904444464 


MAJOR DECISIONS 


Washington, Dec. 19. 
Decatur, granted power and time boost 


>O4+4 
WFBC, Greenville, granted night power 


State College of Washington, 


Pull- 
juice-jump from 1 to 5 kw. 


NEW APPLICATIONS 


Richard T. Sampson, Riverside, new station to 
be operated on 1420 kc. with 250 watts power. 
WTIC, Hartford, extension of special experi- 
to operate 
Dallas, unlimited on 1940 ke, 
WGPC, 
816 ke with 1 kw, days only; Dublin Radio Broadcasting Co., 
Dublin, new station to be operated on 1310 ke with 250 watts. 
KS, St. Louis, jump night juice from 1 to 5 kw. 
KOIL, Omaha, authority to transfer control of 
corporation from Sidles Co., 
KFOR, 
KFAB 
transfer control of both corporations from Sidles Co., to Star 
1 share common stock each. 
WHOM, 
250 watts to 500 watts nights, 1 kw days, 
Kingston, increase power from 100 to! 
250 watts and change hours of operation from days to un- 


simultaneously with KRLD, 


Albany, new station to be operated on 


to Star Printing Co., 
Cornbelt Broadcasting Co., 
Broadcasting Co., Lincoln, 


1 share 
Lincoln, 
authority to 


Jersey City, increase power from 


granted limited; Watertown Broadcasting Corp., Watertown, new 
tation to be operated on 1210 ke with 250 watts. 
North Carolina: J. Winfield Crew, Jr., Roanoke Rapids, 
New ew atation to be operated on 1200 ke with 250 watts. 
name from Keystone Ohio: The Fort Industry Co., Toledo, new station te be 


on 810 ke with 1 kw. 


+ 
a 


of Toledo, a counsel for the Ameri- | 
ques- | 


Under the NAB | 


Pet- | 
Maine | tingill said, ‘An invisible government 





Washington, Dec. 19. 
Approximately half of the pendin 
television applications—either for re. 
newals, modifications, or new facili. 
ties—can be granted under the allo. 
cation plan offered the FCC Te. 
cently by its television policy com. 
mittee. The scheme for distribution 
of berths takes care of most pioneers 
and existing operators, although a 
number of prominent radio-businesg 
names will have to alter their inten. 
tions if they are to start or continue 

video service. 

The comparison of pending re. 
quests with the allocation formula 
| shows that 17 are eligible, providing 
two time-sharing arrangements are 
worked out to avoid conflicts. Og 
this number, two of the pleas involve 
Class B channels (those in the 
‘bracket from 156,000-162,000 to 288, 
| 000-294,000 ke.), which were not pro. 
posed for earmarking in any specifie 
metropolitan areas, 

Alterations, with different ribbons 
mentioned, will be required in 14 
applications, while no allowance wag 
made for erection of transmitters in 
two other cities where operation fg 
| contemplated. 


| 





| Costly shifts will be forced on a 
‘number of stations, including some 
|now operating which have been de 
| linquent in observing the FCC order 
| that all licensees must come in with 
| requests for a single ribbon. (Those 
which did not specify any desired 
i; band must take chances, with the 
Commish reserving the right to ladle 
out unused frequencies for such ope 
erators.) Among the more important 
| Who will have to change equipment, 
in order to take a different berth, 
are WiXG, Boston; W1XA, Bridge- 
| port; and W3XE, Philadelphia. 

| Roughly, the pending applications 
| which on their faces seem to comply 
|} with the proposed distribution 
scheme include CBS and NBC at 
New York; Don Lee at San Francisco 
and Los Angeles; Farnsworth at 
| Philadelphia and Fort Wayne; Due 
'mont at New York, Washington, and 
| Passaic; RCA at Camden; the Mile 
| waukee Journal; and Zenith at Chile 
cago. Few of these specified the 
power which the FCC committee 
i thinks ought to be used on the pare 
| ticular stripes. 

| Formula embodied in the report 
will allow for 120 stations on seven 
channels in 91 metropolitan areas, 
with the other five leading cities 
| taken care of with unused facilities 
|in their regions. On this basis, the 
most stations in one city would be 
| three—although six applications have 
| been filed from New York City, plus 
jothers in outlying fringes, while 
; there are five contenders for three 
|Los Angeles berths. Time-sharing 
can be employed to end conflicts, 
although the FCC group hopes that 
some of the applicants will be wills 
ing to use the higher stripes, char- 
acteristics of which have not been 
explored so far. 

If the committee plan is placed in 
effect, there is slim likelihood that 
Bamberger Broadcasting (WOR), 
Metropolitan Television Inc. oO 
Radio Pictures (Long Island City) 
can be accommodated in the New 
York vicinity. In Los Angeles, the 
next most active scene, two appll- 
cants, LeRoy’s Jewelry and Tele- 
vision Productions, would have to 
| split time, while Earl C. Anthony 
(KECA) and May’s department store 
will have to alter their plans and 
fight it out for the remaining spot. 

The formula will require changed 
applications by Philco and WCAU in 
Philadelphia, General Electric in Al 
bany, General Television in Boston, 
General Electric in Bridgeport, 
WTIC in Hartford, Crosley in Cin- 
cinnati, Midland Television in Kan- 
'sas City (Mo.), R. B. Eaton in Des 
Moines, and Grant Union High 
School in Sacramento, Plan does not 
provide for WDRC, Meriden (Conn.) 
or Kansas State College, although 
either might receive ribbons ear- 
marked for other communities (such 
as New Haven and Wichita). 

Ribbons are available for most of 
the present applicants who sought 
different stripes. Only serious cone 
gestion is in New York, though Los 
Angeles has five candidates for three 
berths. 





Galliart to Ft. Dodge 
Dubuque, Ia., Dec. 19. 

Melville K. Galliart, program mane 
ager at WKBB here for two years, 
has moved to KVFD, newly opened 
station at Fort Dodge, Iowa 

Replaced at WKBB by Louis (Bud) 
| Dwyer, formerly of WRCW, Chicago. 
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957, of Pubs Sign with SPA 


PEFFFFFFFEFFFEFOFEF OF EFE SFOS 





With contracts in its files from firms representing 95% of the popular 
music business, the Songwriters Protective Association will by the end 
of this week furnish phonograph record and transcription companies with 
a list of the publishers that have signatured the new standard writers 


agreement. 


This list will be accompanied by the roster of the SPA mem- 


bership, a copy of Article IX of its by-laws and a copy of the assignment 
of mechanical rights which the association has obtained from each of its 


members. 


The signature holdouts among the publishers are Stasny, Red Star, Ex- 


clusive Publications, Gem, Jewel and Melrose. 


Sam Fox also hasn’t 


signed, but the SPA has been informed that the delay in his case was 


due to illness in his family. 
tached a long explanatory letter to 
postponed rejecting such riders until 
back to New York. 


He is slated to return today (Wednesday). 


Counsel for Famous and Paramount at- 


these firms’ contracts but the SPA 
its own counsel, John Schulman, got 
Schulman 


will at the same time act on riders which were attached to the contracts 
of Irving Berlin, Inc., Bregman, Vocco & Conn and Ager, Yellen and Born- 
stein, on the advice of their joint counsel, Francis Gilbert. 

Under the SPA-publishers agreement the latter must get from the asso- 
ciation releases for mechanical rights licensing of works by SPA mem- 


bers whose publication dates ba: 


to June 1, 1937. 
tracts were made available to the publishers for acceptance. 


Two forms of con- 
Warner Bros. 


negotiated one last October, while the other was worked out by the Rob- 
bins-Metro group. List of publishers that have signed the SPA follows: 


*A BC Music 
*Ager, Yellen & Bornstein 
tAlfred Music 


®*M. Baron 

*Irvin Rerlin 

*Rregman, Vocco & Conn 
*Irving Caesar 


*Chappell 

*Crawford 

*L. B. Curtis 
+Famous Music 

tLeo Feist 

*L. Wolfe Gilbert 
*Harms 

*Kalmar & Ruby Musle 
tLeels Music 

*Edw. B. Marks Musiloe 
*Mercer & Morris 
tMiller Music 

*Mills Musie 

*Ma modern n Musie 


*Olman Music 
+Paramount Music 
+Paull-Pioneer Music 
*W. A. Quincke 
*Remick Music 
tRobbins Music 
tRoy Music 
tSantly-Joy-Select 
tSchuster & Miller 
*Shapiro-Bernstein 
*Skidmore Music 
tSouthern Music 
*Larry Spier 

*Sun Music 
*Superior Music 
+Jerry Vogel Musle 


*M. Witmark 
*Words & Music 
*Accepted Wamer Bros. Contract Form 


eAonet pted Metro Robbins Contract Form, 








L.A. Musicians’ Earnings in 1939 
Pass $6,000,000; Tops 38 by 1596 





Los Angeles, Dec. 19. 
Musicians affiliated with Local 47, 
American Federation of Musicians, 





earned total of $6,100,000 from all 
sources during calendar year (De- 
cember estimated). This is an in- 
crease of $159,596 over preceding 


year, and $3,148,826 more than 1933, 
depression time low. 

Studio earnings decreased in 1938 
as against 1937 
910. First 10 months of 1939 show a 
decrease from this source of $94,911, 
comparable with the same period in 
1938. 

Work derived from other than stu- 
dios showed an increase of $635,975 
in 1938 over preceding year, and 
first 10 months of this year, an in- 
crease of $299,057 as compared with 
same basis a year ago. 

During the present calendar year 
work for members of Local 47 was 


divided, in round figures, as fol- 
lows: 
Studios, $2,300,000; theatres, $100,- 


000; radio, $2,290,000. 


TWO HIMBERITES TO 
HEAD OWN ORCHESTRAS 


Two of Richard Humber’s men are 
taking bands unto themselves 
Stuart Allen is starting out with his 
©wn combo, and will probably be 
handled by Art Michaud Hank 
D'Amico, sax, is also organizing his 
Own band and most likely will con- 
tinue at the Hotel Pierre, N. Y. after 

imber goes out on one- nighters in 
February. 

Allen, long vocalist with Himber, 
Will probably record for Decca. 
D'Amico most likely for Varsity for 
which company Himber also waxes. 

With Allen’s bow- out, socialite 
Babs Beckwith (Mrs. Winnie Gard- 
ner) is singing with the Himberites 
at the Pierre’s Corinthian room. 
Marian Shaw, from Les Brown’s 
unit, becomes the regular vocalist. 


‘Sir’ Oliver Bibbs Has 
New Negro Orchestra 


Chicago, Dec. 19. 





New colored orchestra headed by | 


‘Sir’ Oliver Bibbs has been set in the 

Savoy ballroom here 

aa" has recently been heading 

Club, has hestra at the local Koo-Koo 

agg ut has expanded to a 13- piece 
sregation for the ballroom tour. 


| tered 
{two years, 





SAM FOX VS. METRO FOR: 
$4,290 COMES UP JAN. 1 


Suit of Sam and Harry Fox, doing 
business as the Sam Fox Music Pub- 
lishing Co., against Metro Pictures 





. Supreme court Jus- 
Action claims 
contract é€n- 
1930 to run for 
whereby Fox granted all 
its musical compositions to Metro for 
a minimum of $5,000 yearly. 
It is claimed that $1,787 was paid, 


unpaid royalties on a 


into Oct. 15, 


}and $3,921 was given to ERPI and 


RCA, leaving the balance sued for. 


A general denial is Metro’s defense. 


|for $4,290 was set for trial on Jan. | 


: jased in 1998/15, 1940 by N. ¥ 
in the sum of $166, | tice John McGeehan. 


—s 
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ASCAP’S $6,950,000 IN ’39 


PHFFPFteeeeoos + 





RADIO SHARE [a 
ABOUT 24,000,000 


Other Fields Also Show Im- 
proved Performance Fee 
Collections Due to Increase 














of 2,200 Licensees Over 
Last Year 
ESTIMATES 





Collections of the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers for 1939 will, it is esti- 


|mated, come to arcund $6,950,000, or 


between 13% and 14% better than it 
had been for the previous year. The 
membership distribution for the cur- 
rent year will figure around $4,- 
800,000. 

The pickup on ASCAP income has 
been good in both radio and the rest 
of the field, which takes in theatres, 
hotels, cafes, etc. The increase from 
radio this year as compared to ’38 is 
12%. Last year radio’s end totaled 
$3,845,206. Revenue from the sale 
source for 1939 locks as though it 


will go over $4,300,000, which would | 
make a tilt of around $450,000. 


The indications are that the boost 
from the rest of 





will be somewhat over $400,000. Last 


year the other ASCAP sources ac-| 


counted for $2,242,144. 


In 1937 the Society collected $5,- 
| 926, 941. 
| that year was $43,556 over what it | 
was in ’38, while the increase from 
the rest of the field in 1939, as con- 
trasted with the preceding year, 
came to $193,955. ASCAP currently 
has about 2,200 more licenses than it 
|} had in 38. 





New Orleans, Dec. 19. 

Eugene West, ASCAP member and 
writer of ‘Broadway Rose,’ ‘Roll on 
Mississippi,’ and other tunes, 
establish a music publishing house 
here early next year, he announced 
last week. 

‘The south is ripe for a music pub- 
| lis shing house and there are plenty of 
good writers here,’ he said. 

West said his new firm wi 
branches in New York 


ll have 
and Chicago. 


the licensee field | 


will | 


At The Drive’ (Fo 


Pluggers Agree Bandleaders’ Peeve 


r No. 1) Is Justified 





ASCAP Points 





Publishers availability commit- 
tee of the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publish- 
ers last week clipped 500 points 
from the rating of the Crawford 
Music Corp. and upped the avail- 
ability standing of Famous Music 
Corp. by 250 points. The revision 
now puts Crawford, one of the 
Max Dreyfus firms, at 2,650 
points, while Famous moves up 
to 2,250 points. 

Lou Diamond, head of Famous, 
had appeared before the com- 
mittee the week before to protesi 
against the ranking of his cata- 
log. 


ANOTHER 500 
MUSIC RACKS, 


Distribution of sheet music 
come such a major part of its opera- 
| tions that the International Circula- 
tion Co. has decided to increase its 
| rausic rack placements in huge quan- 

tities after the first of the year. The 
ICC, which specializes in jobbing 
magazines, took a flier in pop music 
| distribution in cigar, stationery and 
drug stores last fall and found that | 
| Seaee was a rich market for sheet 
!musie through such outlets in 














The take from broadcasting | smaller towns, 
The company has about 500 racks | 
and it fig- | 


out at the present time, 
| ures that on the basis of returns to 
date it should be able in another 
few months to expand profitably the | 


| number of rack placements to 1,000. | 


District supervisors for the Interna- 
tional Circulation Co. have reported 
|to their home office that dealers have | 
| become increasingly enthusiastic 
| about the music source of income 
‘and that they 
choice display locations. 





KEITH ROBERTS’ OWN BAND 
Chicago, Dec. 19 


Keith Roberts, formerly with Hal 


has be- | 


the | 


are giving the racks | 


¢ 
; 


The bandleaders around New 
York constitute an ‘anti-drive’ and 
‘anti-sheet’ fraternity. Actually the 
| songpluggers are sympathetic and 
backing them up. It’s a_heart- 
breaker all around, 

(The ‘drive’ in Tin Pan Alley argot 
is the big campaign to gei a certain 
| tune up to No. 1. The ‘sheet’ is 


{when a plugger solicits the maestros 
| to squeeze an extra couple of plugs, 
and thus get on the week’s tabula- 
\iion (the ‘sheet’) showing a decent 
jquota of plugs.) 

The music contact men themselves 
hate these artificial hypos because 
it puts them in an awkward position 
| with their friends, the band leaders, 
The maestros don’t like to be hustled 
so energetically, for obvious reasons. 


The leaders accordingly are tak- 
ing it into their own hands and have 
let it be known to the publishers in 
no uncertain terms that any solicita- 
tion by the pluggers of this nature 
| would penalize them by no plugs at 
all for a month, 


| 














RADIO HOUSE 
STATUS AS 
BUILDUP 


| 
| Plan to build new bands with 
|comparatively little cash outlay, 
| which sooner or later will be spread 
ito stations in other cities, will go 
into effect at WCAU, Philadelphia, 
| Jan. 17. Under a contract between 
Arthur Michaud and Jim Peppe and 
Doc Levy of WCAU, Joey Kearns, 
former clarinet-sax player with Bob 
| Crosby, assumes leadership of a new 





| house orchestra at the outlet on that 
date, using local musicians. 

| Idea is to form a 16 piece crew 
under an accepted instrumentalist 
such as Kearns, keep the outfit at 
the station for at least six months 


Kemp, has organized his own or-| and maybe a year, then lift it, send 
chestra and is now at the Club/it out on dance dates, and repeat 
Chanticleer, at Madison (Wis.). |the procedure. It solves at least 


Lee Emmerich, of the University 
of Wisconsin, 


























is handling the vocals. | 


{some part of the musician problem 
in that local and from the other side 
a new band is being paid a steady 
salary while being welded into a 
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dance unit. Arrangement at WCAU 
gives Kearns network air time. 

Jan Savitt, currently at the 
Lincoln, New York, was a house 
band at KYW, Phila., for some time, 
leaving the station about a year ago 
to enter the dance band field. 
Kearns replaces band of Robert 
Golden. 


SAM COSLOW RESUMES 
AS MUSIC PUBLISHER 


Sam Coslow, songsmith, 
into the music publishing business 
with main office in Holly- 
wood where he ‘hopes to cash in on 
the next big wave in musical pic- 
tures, which is already ‘well under 
way,’ to quote him. The songwriter, 
long on the Paramount studio writing 
staff, is due east next week to set 
arrangements in New York. 

As Spier & Coslow, Inc., a decade 
ago, they sold out to Paramount (Fa- 
mous Music), Cosiow getting a 
writing contract as part of the deal. 
Larry Spier has since gone back into 
biz for himself also. 


Hotel 





has gone 


again, 


Mrs. Bernstein Better 


Mrs. Louis Bernstein, wife of the 
head of Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., 
was reported yesterday (Tuesday) as 
out of danger, after spending a week 
inder an oxygen tent. 














Congestion of both lungs and kid- 
neys was accompanied by a heart 
oo +4 t 
attacK 


per 
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Band Reviews 








FIDDLE BOW BILL’S DEW VAL- {and two make happy vocal be ackstop 
LEY ACOKNS (8) itor Eialstead. Rand is deep-throated 
, , ‘ te > is >€ 
Midway Garuens, Mpls. and tends to ballad SW hile M Ss Re -d 
Sensational hit scored by the conce ntra es more on swingy tunes 
Pa ay 7 rere “n y nd old favorites, ‘Basin St. Blues 
‘hnicke tizers’ as a local nilery © —_ a 
eee hol a catapulied to and ‘I ¢ ‘an't Give You Anything But 
een ee sie Love’ being nightly requests. 

more or iess national renown has = peed 
inspired Oluers hereabous to try to Essentially organized for dancing 
: - } } slay st 
follow in their footsteps, w.th vary- | orchestra has line of saxe Ss, Clarinets 
ing degrees of success. Latest of tne and brasses. But spotlights fancy 
corns “hoke outfits, Fiddle Bow Bill | work on piano and drums by local 
and his Dew Valley Acorns, holds boys. Organ zed particularly for this 
forth in the same Pop night spot | spot and at inception was far from a 
where ‘Schnickelfrit came into drav , but constant working together 


rote rehearsi ing has sandpapered en- 


prominence, and it’s p: ick ing ‘em in 
semble into shape and increasing 


and creating considerable ot a Twin 


City stir. too, as did Freddie Fisher | popularity. 

and his zonies. | Mayfair hardly rates classification 
Band works perspiringly without of clubs, as its more a bring-your- | 

a rest’ from 9 to 11:45 p.m. nightly, | own set-up spot, but floor shows 

unecorking new stuff all the way and specialties are on the docket | 

through and demonstrating unbeliev- after Jan. 1. Management of the 

able energy. It furnishes the sole | Mayfair hasn't climbed with its 


music and a lesson or two in hand- 
ling of customers is needed to bring 


entertainment and gives up so much 
that the customers even apparently 


are satisfied to forego dancing. the atmosphere up to standard. 
There’s the usual rouiine—lots of | Quin. 
clowning, hoke comedy business, | —_—_—- 


corn and novelty stuff. Boys locally 


: BUNNY BERIGAN (14) 
assembled, prove adept funsters as 


| With Danny Richards 


well as nanaccmmeer Apollo, Harlem, N. Y¥. 

A hillbilly scenic background, in- | After playing the stageshow from 
cluding cows shed, shack, outhouse, | benind a curtain, Bunny Berigan and 
etc., helps provide atmosphere and | his crew emerge for a session of hot 
laughs. Fiddle Bow is Bill Lund- | 


| tooting as the second portion of the | 
| bill. With vocals by Danny Richards 
and Berigan himself, band unravels 
half-a-dozen or so numbers, all on 


gren, a veteran vaudevillian who re- 
cently appeared in severai Gene Au- | 
try films. He has a funny deadpan | 





phiz to start with and boasts plenty | the jive side and all well handled. 
of entertainment versatility in the | Berigan contrasting in a buff-colored 
bargain. During the course of the cuit, fronts and contributes juicy 
proceedings play Si as a. trumpet bits to nearly every tune. 

ST nstr ar $s o > l . : 7 
cn. anna ent [Ber agree ig eee | Band is composed of five brasses, 
> awe, oreee magn Poe four reeds, guitar, bass, piano and 
etc., and does some clicko rube oe eds, guitar, bass, piano 


drums, plus Berigan. Although num- 
bers are all more or less alike and 
therefore tends to become monoton- 
ous, none are too long, and all have 
impelling rhythm and climb to rous- 


comedy and slapstick with the other | 
boys’ assistance. His trick waltz on 
the violin as he turns over on the 
floor in all directions is a showstop- 
per. He has mirth-provoking trick 


g ces urs rigs 
prop mule with a violin attachment be Agen e mnt ly she See |e | 
on its back. ae lvocals his themer, ‘I Can't Get 

Oliver Handy, the pianist, at var-' Started’, he wastes a juicy set of 
fous times tickles the ivories wearing lvries. He’s also a trifle stiff as an 
mitten and boxing gloves and does mo. Hobe. 
other trick stuff. All of the boys 





extract music from a motley assort- | 
ment of gadgets and they play plenty | 
of hot, fast stuff with the usual corny | 
musical screeches and sounds. Jack | 
Rose handles the m.c. job nicely and |,, ; : ? Fane a 
also performs on the clarinet and the Jimmie Lunceford orchestra will 
sax. Arne Markinson devotes him- play the Renaissance Ballroom, 


self mostly to the accordion while york, Christmas Eve. Bob Douglas 
oO g _e 
lat Mortinson comes through with ; operator of the spot and manager of 


eoman gervice on the drums. : 
me ° Rees | the Renaissance basketball team, 
}gave Lunceford his first good break 


Lunceford’s Sentiment 


For the seventh year in succession 





| with a booking at the room on Xmas 

HENRY HALSTEAD’S ORCHES- Eve, and Lunceford has always kept 
TRA i that date open to return 
Mayfair, Kansas City : se 

ee) serene ye Band goes into the Apollo theatre 


Henry Halstead eleven-piece band Dec. 
playing for dancing in this semi- ~ 
club south of town is now in third 
month and gaining rep among the 
terpers and stay-ups. Take at the 


29, and on the same _ night 
doubles to a dance in Manhattan 
Center, N. Y. New Year’s Eve it will 
double into a hop at Rockland Pal- 
Mayfair is perking nightly. ace, starting at 2 a.m. Does three 

Singing of Clarence Rand and _/|days at new Golden Gate Ballroom, 
Margaret Reed, neither new, helps ; Harlem, Jan. 5-7. 











Rester of Radio Hits! 
A New Hit On The Horizon? 


| THIS CHANGING WORLD 


Lyric by Harold Adamson 








Music by Dano Suesse 











Radio’s Glorious Song Success? 


LILACS IN THE RAIN 


bycic by Mitchell Parish Music by Peter De Rose 
° 


For New Year's Eve—The Gayest Party Song 


DOWN IN THE ALLEY 
AND OVER THE FENCE 


by the wiiters of “The Man With The Mandolin” 
e 


A New Rhythm Hit by 2 Star Songsmiths/ 


SMARTY PANTS 


Lyric by Johnny Mercer Music by Walter Donaldsos 




















| version 


New 


Explained to ’Em 


| , Columbia Records waxed a 
of the much-discussed 
‘She Lost It at the Astor,’ re- 
corded for U. S. Records (Varsity 
label) by Johnny Messner, but 
won't release it. Cutting was 
done by Al Donahue’s outfit on 
Vocalion, 


Reason advanced for not mar- 


keting the platter is that Colum- 
bia didn't realize the tune’s im- 
port when it was made, and it 


doesn't go 
rem 


in for anything even 
suggestive 


Liuzzi Defeats Cella 


Phil Dec. 19. 

Frank P. Liuzzi was elected presi- 
dent of Local 77, American Federa- 
\tion of Musicians, over Romeo Cella, 
j}former president, by a vote of 921 to 
531, last week. 

The entire slate. 
ictorious., 


ytely 











adelphia, 


headed by Liuzzi, 


was V They were: secre- 
|tary, A. Rex Riccardi over Glenn 
Coolidge; vice-president, Herbert 


| Woods over Jacob Pomerantz 





ser- 
geant-at-arms, John Pinelli over Mi- 
chael Staffieri, and counsel, Oscar A. 


| Moldauer over Sol Gelb. 

Joseph Bossle was re-elected treas- 
urer with no opposition, as was 
Harry Kemmerer, assistant secretary. 


| Philly Tax 


Continued from page 1 
of the 














the Philly slice out 
former’s salary. 

The inequalities of the new tax is 
shown in the case of James Brennan, 
,a member of the Warner organiza- 
ition, who lives here and 


per- 


works in 
| the New York office. Brennan mus? 
pay a Federal income tax, a New 


York State income tax, a New York 


sales tax, a Philadelphia income tax, | 


in addition to Social Security deduc- 
tions, ete. 
| City officials say that even big 
league ballplayers are subject to 
|paying the tax on the money they 
earn during games played with the 
local clubs. Prize fighters will be 
forced to give up 11. of their 
purses. 

The new income levy has no ex- 
emptions. Persons making as low 


as $1 a week are 
as well as $5,000-a-week executives. 
Even WPA workers will have to 
pay. 





Joe Kennedy 


Continued from page 1 





figured that a couple bombs dropped 
on London would wreck film biz, 
leaving the English-produced films a 
virtually worthless asset. 


'Foreign Distribs Not 


. Fo — | . 
| As Optimistic on Coin 
, uae 
| Ambassador Kennedy statement 
|envisioning American film com- 
| panies taking as high as 85% of 
| 
| 


their current income from England 
under the net 50°, withdrawal priv- 
| ilege caused a number of foreign de- 
partment executives in New York to 
question somewhat the envoy’s 
timism during the past week. Of- 
ficials fear his glowing statement 
migh{ have repercussions with the 
British government, which has 
authority to designate how the frozen 
coin may be used in England. 
American company 


Op- 


execs. claim 


that as high as 73°, of net revenue 
may be withdrawn from Britain if 
the English pound remains 20% 
cheaper than it was at the time the 
war started. 
Metro Again in England 
Hollywood, Dec. 19. 

Early resumption of picture-mak- 
ing by Metro in England is assured 
by the signing of Ben Goetz as pro- 


duction chief and Irving Asher as a 
producer in London. 

Goetz clippers to London Dec. 27 | 
| to start preparations for a number of | 
| films. Asher will make one picture 
| here before going to Britain. He has | 
|/made pictures there for Columbia 
/ and Warners. 

Sistrom to London 
William Sistrom, currently produc- 
|ing ‘Little Orvie’ at RKO, leaves for 
|London Jan. 2 to resume filming in 
|England. Assignment calls for two 

British-made pictures for RKO re- 
| lease. : 

Warner Bros. is going ahead with 
| production in Great Britain to carry | 
| out British quota requirements. Max 

Milder, WB managing director in 
| England, has announced that A. F. 
| Solomon will be in charge of Brit- 
ish production for the company. 

Five features have been scheduled 
for Teddington studios. First will be 
‘The Briggs Family,’ with Herbert 
Mason directing, 


subject to the tax! 


| score for Harry Sherman's ‘Light of 


—=—=—=—=s2 


Network Plugs, 8 A.M. to 1 A M. 


Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on 
NBC (WEAF and WJZ), and CBS (WABC) computed for the w 








eek from 
Monday through Sunday (Dec. 11-17). Total represents ac ccumulates 
| performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m Symbol ¢ 
| denotes film song, f legit, all others are pop. 
GRAN 
TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL. 


All the Things You Are...fVery Warm for May.. 


Chappell ........, ae: 
Bo Sy err eree rere err er ere Torre eek a vie, Lee : 34 
I Didn't Know What Time...tToo Many Girls...C “hs ee: , 98 
eee I es Sa en as ola hae DAREES weeEE ES WEE ‘hbine se wsacence a 27 
60 Ci RN cn oS begin pie SSR ESS ROR S Raaee PUPS gob 0s od ack 
RL LPP errr errr errr errr rrr errr Shapiro ............, 28 
esteee Ge Ce SUORTIOE oko ska daa dbs eee Rew Kee oad -Shapiro .. ape 25 
ee cid big ahh mEA dm AKO ER hap RROD CIMA 6.ccccss 24 
| White Lies and Red Roses.............0.. ABe . “Tritt 
| Who Told You I Cared”?...*Kid Nightingale. . pee Witmar kK beerse eres e el 
RON oto ate Week cris eh pkrg ee Gia ae ada ae Ge ake MEE fisrevacssa nous 23 
OR BE CRON UOI, ocx vin dds 5.604000 505 68 006 bv eeS WERMAOE 3h600 5445 ekoe 22 
fT SERA er ere rer ere Ee eee © . 2 
| ie You Havin’ Any Fun?,.,.7Scandals b binp see o.sesececagunle 
Ee Ce Rises wane NR GRE R eee eae we See Sane 20 
ee a ee ee ah cee a ARORE TE OOS MONE, 64.4 nbbhvsoaane 20 
Bey Be ee ee COPD 6 vic bat dc esa end bees ee ws WORE IS 444445440400 oR 20 
Faithful Forever...*Gulliver’s Travels.......... ae 19 
I RS i e eeiee 44 SA EXEELS aaa oa we oe WETRIIOTEL 06s 6bes so ace 19 
Stop! It's Wonderful...+Mask and Wig Show....Spier ....... 19 
i a VR ig OE Ore i ae a Bee 16 
pan “aus is Comit’ tO TOW. cisiic saviors cows 2 ae 16 
Bo ae OR eee re re ree rere Exclusive 15 
Wind at My Window...+Nice Goin’.............. eg 15 
Good Morning...*Babes in Arms.......... | ee 13 
I Thought About You. oi Rated G Macbace ha eee OS ePovrerre err ety 13 
Does Your Heart Beat for Me? ae ek ae SE ag 0546 eden . 
Ce Sirk ESE: sk vices evaveees pugieeeaeeek staan Paramount ll 
ee oc 5s ah arene ene caewe wate uaa he ee INS pe Viekils chcaes . g 
I Hear a Dream...*Gulliver’s Travels........... fo eee ll 
NT ie So oe ied een wialag gine Gieains taba NN ee eee ll 
Estehee CPOE FS BINGO DOTO oscd sek nk 0 0:60.06. 5:00.0 04.0000 BARRO 20) vesocceeee ae 
; You're Letting the Grass Grow..........seeeee cod ABOP siesnsevcs or 
AS Least You Could Gav HOMO. .< 6c ccccswceeceos Net vr — 
| Little Red Fox...*That’s Right—You’re Wrong... Feist ..........ceeeee 10 
‘Make with the DS le ape pee RE ea Me boas A Ne ee 10 
Rie EROUGINe FOF: i 2 6 kao aedeed ee bse 0 oc eeuns WONTAR 8 ks Ks.a 04000 10 
e 








second is ‘Only One Love in a Lifes 


Music Notes 





time,’ with Marvin and Harry Tobias, 

Werner Janssen is doing back- 

Joseph McCarthy cleffed ‘You've ground musie for Walter Wanger's 

Got Me Out on a Limb’ as an added | ‘Send Another Coffin,’ for which he 
song for ‘Irene’ at RKO. wrote the original score. 

| inate 

oo ae | . PF = 

Bill Lava’s We Ri de’ and Eddie Pinky Tomlin and Harry Tobias 

Cherkose’s ‘Hooray’ are being issued turned over their new ditty, ‘If It 

by Exclusive Music Publishers Wasn't for the Moon,’ to Paramount 


es Music ore. 

Adolph Deutsch doing the musical =~ 
score for ‘The Fighting 69th’ at 
Warners. 


les | YESTERDAY'S HIT 


for pubic ition. 





Carl Stallings scoring ‘Mighty ; 

Hunters,’ Leon Schlesinger cartoon, TODAY § REQUEST 
Marlene Dietrich recording six 

ditties for Decca. In the group are Victor Herbert's 


‘You've Got That Look.’ 
the Back Room’ 
Wrangler.’ 


‘The Boys in 
and ‘Little Joe the 


IKISS ME 
AGAIN 


at Paramouny, | As featured in the Paramount 
film, “THE GREAT VICTOR 
HERBERT”, with Allan Jones 
and Mary Martin. 


Alfred 
Wrath’ 


Newman scori 
for 20th-Fox. 


inal | 


Victor Young doing the musical 


‘Grapes of 


| Western Stars’ 
-_-— -—_—- | 

Werner Heymann drew 
signment on scoring of 
the Corner,’ 


special as- 
‘Shop Around 
at Metro. 


‘gM. WITMARK & SONS 


Ralph Rainger and Leo Robin get RCA Building New York 


special exploitation by Famous 
Music for their ‘Faithful For- 
ever,’ cleffed for Paramount's ‘Gulli- 
ver’s Travels.’ 


song, 











Heinz Roemhold and Ray Heindorf 
collaborating on score for ‘Brother 
Rat and the Baby’ at Warners. 


ate | 


Yisd for Dia basa! 
B DOES YOUR HEART 
a to me. ed BEAT FOR ME? 
Prairie, to be used in Republic's | 


y. iT, WY 
2 ar L 1 
Loesser cleffed ‘Jungle 
for Paramount’s ‘The Far 


— 





‘Carson City 


Frank 

rol >’ 
Jingle Farm- 
er’s Daughter,’ which Andrea Setaro 


is scoring. 


() ALWAYS DREAM OF BILL) 
| MEMORY REMINDERS 
TONIGHT YOU BELONG 


TO ME 
} 


JEALOUS 


Alice and Kenneth McNaughton 
cleffed ‘You're a Great Little Girl,’ 
to be issued by Whitney-Blake Music | 
Publishers, with ‘stration by | 
Nathaniel Shilkret. 


orche 











Gene Autry collaborated on two' 
songs for the 20th-Fox picture, wie MROABWAY MLW YORK, wT 
‘Shooting High.’ First is ‘Shanty of | 
Dreams,’ with Johnny Marvin, and! ya 
- — rd 











The restrictions are off! And now we give you the 
Big Hawaiian Ballad Hit! 


“TO YOU SWEETHEART ALOHA” 


By HARRY OWEN (writer of “Sweet Leilani”) 
Dena 
This ain't no idle rumor—this song's got stuff and humor! 


“HOLY SMOKE (can't Ya Take a Joke)” 


By JOHNNY MERCER 
SANTLY-JOY-SELECT, 1619 Broadway, New York 
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4, 15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending Dec. 15, 1939) 





' 

E 

DT paella Oi tele WIE cave ceks onskaceinveseciaianeh Shapiro 

} Geatterbrain ..cceeeeseecee creer sec seceeseecneeeeens BVC 

Oh Johnny, ON cecesceecceeceeceeeeeesnecceenenens . Forster 

My Prayer ...-.ccececes eee eseeneecerenceecsseenes . Shapiro 

E] Rancho Grande. ......eseee cee cc cece eeeceeeeees .. Marks 

| Lilacs in the Rain.........ssccsssccccsscccecccecs - Robbins 
+Stop! It’s Wonderful (‘Mask & Wig Show’).........Spier 

i *Chatterbox (‘That’s Right—You're Wrong’)....... ..»-Chappell 

Lf CavEleSS .cscevecvvcececsevsereoncessesveseceeceve .--Berlin 

' eke Mei. PRs os kc ntskethns nin secnseseiesvens . Shapiro 
41 Didn't Know What Time It Was (‘Too Many Girls’). Chappell 
In an Eighteenth Century Drawing Room......... .- Circle 
*Little Red Fox (‘That’s Right—You’re Wrong’)......Feist 
CieD BIGGS BTNOTIEG ccc ccsccssccenvccssecacneoves .... Berlin 
RET GOD cdc nnetnscesectccinasvedescdebervend Olman 


*Filmusical. *+Production. 


Inside Stufl—Music 


Walter Douglas, chairman of the Music Publishers Protective Associa- 
tion, declared last week that the action of the MPPA’s board of directors on 
) the Shotwell copyright bill has been misunderstood. The board, he pointed 
Sep out, did not approve the measure nor did it express any opposition to the 
bill as a whole. It did hold that there were many things in the bill it 
| ¢avored but that it was against the provisions which provided for copyright 
| on creation and divisibility of copyright. The board also went on record 
} as opposed to this country's entering the Berne Convention, for which the 
Shotwell bill was ostensibly designed. 





cc 
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Thorough national defense survey of amateur radio service throughout 


the U. S. was proposed last weck by the Federal Communications Com- | 


) mission. Pointing out that licensed hams and their transmitters have in- 
creased from 2,137 at the start of the World War in 1914 to 53,500 at the 
present time, commish desires to gather additional info which will permit 
it to ‘meet any amateur problems which may arise in connection with 

| neutrality and national defense and other emergencies, as well as with 

| normal regulation.’ 

: Excellent exploitation and seasonal stunt conceived by Charlie Green, 

prez of Consolidated Radio Artists, to plug the CRA recording artists is 

the special album he has just distributed to trade intimates. It includes 
the representative recordings (one each) of Charles Barnet, Blue Barron, 

Les Brown, Reggie Childs, Korn Kobbers, Russ Morgan, Jan Savitt and 

Joseph Sudy, waxed on their respective labels. The disks selected best 

typify their respective styles. 


‘To You, Sweetheart, Aloha,’ which Santly-Joy-Select has made _ its 
No. 1 plug, rates as a revival, since it has been in the firm’s catalog since 
January, 1937. S-J-S had ‘Sweet Leilani’ riding at the time and it soon 
became evident which was the stronger Hawaiian number and ‘Sweet- 
heart’ remained on the shelf until a Decca Record of the latter tune which 
Bing Crosby made recently stirred up action from among band leaders 
and inquiries around the sheet music counters. 








rediscovered by swingophile John Hammond, did a sesh with the latter 
on Hobby Lobby radio program and is back at Cafe Society, Greenwich 
Village jive den, which is steaming up this week to celebrate one year of 
gutbucketing. 





Intimations have already been given by several publishers that they 
propose to make wholesale shifts in their professional departments after 
the first of the year. Under the rules of the contactmen’s union the pub- 
lisher must issue notice to an incumbent before approaching his successor 
and the man quitting must give a full two-weeks notice. 





f Story anent the publication of the Dick Rogers-Will Osborne tune, 

Bregman, Vocco & Conn as its publisher. Larry Spier, Inc., is the actual 
| publisher. Rogers is piano-vocalist in Osborne's band at the Hotel Penn- 
) sylvania, N. Y. 


Inside Stuff—Bands 


—~ 


Larry Clinton shoves off for Bermuda, if the war doesn’t scare him off 
that English isle, after finishing his current date at Meadowbrook, Cedar 
Grove, N. J. He'll lay off for two weeks during which time he is to 
complete writing a book on arranging for the modern dance band. It was 
Supposed to have been finished a year ago. Robbins Music is publishing. 
During the time out Mary Dugan, the band’s vocalist, will have a bad ap- 
pendix extracted. 

Al Donahue follows Clinton into the spot, coming in Jan. 1, out for two 
days, then resuming Jan. 4. Reason for the two days out is the spot will 
be closed, temporary shuttering having been imposed by the New Jersey 
liquor board for violating one of the board’s rules by running a bingo 
session for a church benefit last summer. 


ee cn — 


Intention of local 802 of the AFM to probe the practice of bandleaders 
to pay for their own network wires and remote pickup tax drew verbal 
expressions of wholehearted support last week from several of the leaders 
and managers guilty of such operations. Whether they would carry those 
expressions to the point of talking if they happen to be among those 
Called on the carpet, wasn’t mentioned. 

Say that it’s undoubtedly unfair to bands that can’t afford to do the same 
8S moneyed outfits, but they have to string along with others if they want 
alr time, as long as it can be afforded. 


a 


Threat of a $3 per man remote band pickup tax, which has been hanging 
over Frank Dailey’s Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., for the past several 
“yee Was again deferred last week, at least until April 28, and may not 

en up again. Issue had been up for consideration several times 

etore but had been set back in each-instance. 

-. ent, time it was first broached Meadowbrook was the only spot in 
itselt ag from which wires emanated, but several places in Newark 
per lave since been added. Pickups from Dailey’s vary from 10 to 15 

week, with name bands. 


—— 








If Nothing e 
ever before. 
@ semi-auto 
the current 


Ise, Artie Shaw’s scram-out has gotten him more offers than 
_The vanishing maestro is still in Mexico, supposedly writing 
biographical book, a mixture of fact and fiction dealing with 
ore nies ae scene, jitterbugs, ete. 

0 return actively to the podium in February. 





Ida Cox, colored singer contemporaneous with Bessie Smith and recently | 


‘Wouldst Could I But Kiss Your Hand, Oh Babe,’ erroneously reported | 


Week-to-Week Gag 


Philadelphia, Dec. 19. 
Every year Joe Franzosa, baton 
wielder of the WPEN house 
band, has been giving the mem- 
bers of the siation staff a calen- 
dar pad for Xmas. 
zosa’s 10-man crew has been 
working on . week-to-week basis | 
because of the squabble be- | 
tween the station and the Musi- | 
cians Union. 
This prompted Tommy Smith, 
WPEN program director, to quip: | 
‘I guess Joe’ll give his calendars 
away seven pages at atime this | 
year.’ 


Lately Fran- | 


| 
| 


19 BANDS GALLOP | 
ON MUTUAL DEC. 31 


Mutual network will restrict its 
| band pickups om New Year’s Eve to} 
| 15 minutes apiece in order to pre- | 
|sent as many outfits as _ possible. | 
From 11:15 to 4 a.m. the net will air | 
19 ouifits from the east, midwest and 
Ccast, again this year picking up 
Guy Lombardo at midnight to air 
his particularly appropriate theme 
tune ‘Auld Lang Syne.’ 

Only break is few minutes before 
midnight when pickup shifts to. 
Times Square, N. Y. | 
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| year 








On the 








Upbeat 








Bunny Berigan will sit in with the 
Georgie Auld band at Roseland Bali- | 
room this Sunday (24) taking the 
place of Bernie Privins, who takes 
times out to get married. Auld once 
played in Berigan’s band. 

Abe Lyman celebrates his 25th 
in the business while at the 
Strand theatre, New York. He opens | 
there this Friday (22). | 

| 
| 





Howard Woods orchestra com- 
pleted nine months at the Village | 
Barn, N. Y., last week and same day 
was admitted to membership in local 
802 of the AFM, which requires nine 
months stretch of work in local terri- 
tory to gain admittance. Band now 
out on one-nighters. 


Al Denahue’s New Year’s Eve date | 


at the Glen Island Casino, for which 
the spot opens for that evening only, 
is a percentage of the take arrange- 
ment. Jack Andrews, trombone 
player with the band, now arranging 
for it, besides playing. 





Paul Page orchestra with General | 


Amusement Chicago office. 





' | Orrin Tucker, who’s stock shot up 
| t 


as, result of ‘Oh, Johnny, Oh,’ airs 


Barnet at Golden Gate 'over Mutual after replacing Tommy 


Charlie Barnet’s orchestra went 
over the head of its booking office, 
Consolidated Radio Artists, last week 
and fulfilled a date that had been 
made direct for a one-night engage- 
ment Thursday (14) at the Golden 
Gate Ballroom, N. Y. CRA has ad- 
vised him not to play the date. 

Barnet had been signed, according 
to Moe Gale. to play two weeks at 
the Savoy Ballroom, opening Jan. 31. 
Savoy is opposition to the Golden 
Gate. and Barnet’s reason for play- 
ing the latter, it is said, was to get 
out of the Savoy promise. Same eve- 
ning Ella Fitzgerald’s 
opened a stand at the Savoy. 





LONG TIME NO SEE 








orchestra | Charlie Barnet. 
| 


Dorsey at Palmer House, Chicago, 


Over Beoker’s Counse! first week in January. 





Tommy Dorsey answering Artie 


'Shaw’s Saturday Evening Post blast 


with an illustrated layout in Look. 
Lee Castaldo replaced Yank Law- 


son with Dorsey’s trumpet section, | 


coming over from Jack Teagarden. 





Cecil Bentz doubling on piano and 
Hammond organ at Hotel Blackstone, 
Fort Worth—playing both at same 
time. 

Skipper Martin, sax, and Lyman 
Vunk, trumpet, new men. with 





Will Hutton, trumpet, from Les 
[ees Al Siddell, drums, from 
| Muggsy Spanier; Ernie Casceres, sax, 
Teagarden, and W. 


|from Jackson 


, Benny Goodman Heads for L. A. and | Clifford, also sax, new men with Bob 





| Other Points West Until 1941 
Benny Goodman orchestra. will | 
play westward in early spring of 


next year and may not return east 
until 1941. Band opens for six weeks 
at the Cocoanut Grove, Los Angeles, | 
March 19; will follow with four | 
weeks at Catalina Island and four 
stanzas at the San Francisco Fair, | 
among theatres and one-nighters. 
Return trip will bring it through the 
southwest, a territory the band hasn’t | 
played in several years, thence to 
Chicago, where it will probably set- 
tle for most of next winter. 

While on the Coast the outfit will 
make a picture for Universal, with 
either Deanna Durbin or Gloria 
Jean, U’s newest starlet. After leav- 
ing its current stand at the Waldorf- 
Astoria hotel, N. Y., Goodman picks 
up a concert date at Carnegie Hall, 
N. Y., Jan. 10, followed by several 
weeks of theatres and one-nighters, 
before starting coastward. 


| Rand Bockings | 
| | 


Bob Chester, Feb. 1, Washington & 
Lee U., Va.; 3, Syracuse U. 

Buddy Rogers, Dec. 30, Minneapolis 
theatre. 

Georgie Auld, Jan. 12-13, Duke U 
Durham, N. C. 

Inkspots, Jan. 5, Adams or 
mount theatre, Newark. 

/ Bill Bardo, Dee. 3l-Jan. 1, Bay 
' theatre, Green Bay, Wis. 
Jimmy Dorsey, Feb. 

ville, Tenn. 
Woody Herman, March 3-4, Michi- 
gan theatre, Ann Arbor, Mich. 
Frankie Trumbavuer, Dec. 25, Arm- 
ory, Port Huron, Mich.; 30, Hoosier 








Para- 


15-16, Knox- 


A. C., Indianapolis; Jan. 6, Ames, 
Iowa; 7, Quincy, II. 
Cab Calloway, Jan. 17, Washing- 


ton, D. C.; 23, Chattanooga; 24-25, | 
Atlanta; 26, Macon, Ga.; 27, Mont- | 
gomery, Ala.; 29, Birmingham, Ala.; 
31, Roanoke, Va.; Feb. 1, Charlotte, 
N. C.; 2, Winston-Salem, N. C.; 3, 
Asheville. N. €.; 4, Danville, Va.; 5, 
Raleigh, N. C.; 6, Richmond, Va. 


Ted Siraeter for ’40 Fair 


Ted Straeter’s 
the Monte Carlo 


orchestra, now at 
restaurant, New 


York, has been signed to play at the 
Rumanian Pavilion at the N. Y 
World’s Fair when the exco reopens 
next spring. If there’s a Rumania 

Spot will be run by Felix Ferry 
v ho also runs the Monte Carlo. 


| Zurke. Band also has new vocalist, 
Evelyn Poe. 





Mitchell Ayres cut four sides for 
Bluebird Monday (18), first on new 
contract. 





John Guarnieres replaced Fletcher 
Henderson on piano with Benny 


Goodman's band. Henderson remains | 


to do arrangements. 





Bob Bass replaced Cody Sundefer 
as drummer with Bob Chester. 
Band’s opening at Paramount thea- 
tre, N. Y., has been moved up from 
February to Jan. 10 or 17. 

Harlan Leonard’s snansas City 
band has been signed by Music Cor- 


poration of America, effective Jan. | 


1. He'll be brought east. 

Jack Teagarden band slightly re- 
organized to cut down operating ex- 
penses. Still has same number of 
men, however. It opens at South- 
land, Boston, Jan. 22. Plays college 
one-nighters in between. 


Gecrge Hall and Henry Busse 
bands now with Wm. Morris Agency. 
3usse’s currently at the Netherland 
Plaza Hotel, Cincinnati. 

Duke Ellington goes to Southland, 
Boston, Jan. 8. Plays night before 
at Savoy Ballroom, New York. 


Col. Manny Praeger, sax-singer 
with Ben Bernie will have a band of 
his own to go into rehearsal soon 
Booked by Frederick Bros, 

Happy Jones, of Inkspots, father 
of twins last week. Pair evenly di- 
vided in sex. Now has six girls and 
one boy. Inkspots currently at Fa- 
mous Door, N. Y., with Woody Her- 
man band. 





Resalind Stewart, former vocalist 
with Jan Savitt’s orchestra while 
the latter was in Philadelph’a, will 
join Hal Kemp's Smoothies trio. Cur- 
rently breaking in and will replace 
Arline Johnson soon. 





Bob Crosby into Stanley, theatre, 
Pittsburgh, week of Dec. 29 for 
fourth engagement there in as many 
vears. 

Phil Levant band at Casino, Pitts- 


} 


I replacing the Benny Burton 


outfit. 


June Gardner and her Gentlemen 


| Wanda and Her Escorts at 
Cariton, 


| elty 


of Swing into New Penn, Pittsburgh, 
last Friday (15) for month’s run, 
succeeding Al Wasel band. 





Passist Eddie Safranski has left 
Ritz- 
Atlantic City, to rejoin 
Herman Middleman’s band in Pitts- 
burgh. 





Skinnay Ennis’ crew opens at the 
new Casa Manana, Hollywood, Dec. 
29, for four weeks. 





Paul Sabin’s orchestra, with Donna 
Lee as vocalist, opened at De Witt 
Clinton hotel, Albany, Dec. 16. His 
is the first band at the spot since last 
spring, although the Three Suns, nov- 
instrumental trio, have been 
| playing in the cocktail lounge. 





| Club Petite reopened in Hotel Mo- 
| hawk, Schenectady, Dec. 16, with Sid 
De Feo’s orchestra, and Earl Lindsay 
girl revue, Miss Lee Chrysler and 
Meriam Nemi, accordionist. Landt 
|Trio and Mahr, WGY act, also booked 
| for opening. 





Jack Lee holding forth at Eighth 
| Avenue Club, Dallas. 





Enric Madriguera’s orchestra in at 
Hotel Adolphus’ Mural Room, Dallas, 
| succeeding Will Bradley. 





Tony Pastor orchestra has been 
signed to record on Bluebird label. 
New band plays its first date at a 
private party in Fall River, Mass., 
Jan. 5. Follows with another at 
New Bedford. 


ORRIN TUCKER'S 
— CLICKO: $3.500 
— INKG 


Kansas City, Dec. 19. 


Orrin Tucker and his orchestra 
with Bonnie Baker (‘Oh, Johnny, 
| Oh’) played a one-nighter at the Pla- 
| Moor ballroom to 4,000 capacity, 
Tickets were sold in advance at 75c 
|} per head and at the gate at $1 per. 
On this scale Tucker ran up around 
| $3,500, terrific take and one of the 
largest at a dance here since Presi- 
dent’s birthday ball in 1934, 

Tucker date was fulfillment of a 
contract held by Will Wittig of the 
Pla-Moor for about a year. It was 
made before leader took his crew to 
| the west coast for the summer. On 
request from Tucker, Wittig can- 
celled a date last season but held the 
contract and was handsomely reim- 
bursed, 
| Russ Morgan 
bandstand last 




















and band held the 
Saturday night at 
same prices. Turnout indicated by 
advance sale very satisfactory, but 
not of the Tucker standard. Wittig 
has Arlie Simmonds and crew moved 
over from tne Southern Mansion as 
regular attractions. 


|Auld, Byrne Bands Under 
| Malls Personal Touch 


Irving Mills has taken over the 
personal managements of the 
Georgie Auld and Bobbie Byrne 


bands, but the two units will con- 
tinue to be booked by General 
Amusement Corp. Auld and all his 
men but two were formerly with 
Artie Shaw. 

U. S. Record Corp. last week put 
Auld’s agsregation under a year's 
contract. Reason Auld put the ‘ie’ 
in his first name was to avoid auric- 
ular confusion with George Hall. 


R.I. Debs Debut En Masse; 
Newman Provides Waltzes 


Ruby Newman orchestra plays a 
debutante coming out party at the 
Biltmore hotel, Providence, R. L, 
Dec. 22, at which 44 local debs step 
into society. Leader is using a 50- 
piece band. 

Newman queried debs of honor on 
the type of music they'd prefer and 
sot 23 bids for Viennese waltzes. Not 
many jitterbugs on the other side of 
th Poll also placed ‘I Ridn’t 
Know What Time It Was’ as most 


requeste ad of pops. 
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Latter’s jealous-flirtation routine is 
one standout, and Senorita Lopez's 
audience number, with the som- 
breros, a good sequence as she scat- 
ters her chapeaux around the ring- 
side customers for strong laugh re- 
turns. 

Mariani is giving the spot a strong 
hoofing foundation, mixing up the 
Latin tempos with the orthodox U.S. 
rhythms, and getting ’em out on the 
floor fast. He also batons the show 
well, doing the preliminary introes, 
at which he’s not as assured as when 
maestroing. 

Since the Fair's exodus, Greenwich 
Village has been doing a marked 
comeback, and El Chico is among the 
foremost to draw ’em, along with 
Cafe Society, the Village Casino, 
Barney Gallant's, Cafe Latino, 
Toreador, et al. Abel. 


BENNY-THE-BUM’S 


(PHILADELPHIA) 


Philadelphia, Dec. 16. 
Ben Perry, Gary Leon & Tut Mace, 
Evelyn Dutchess, The Vanderbilts 
(2), Ginger Harmon, Lane, Edwards 
& Allen, Mil-Ray Girls (8), Fra- 
setto’s Orch (9), 3 Clefs. 


With the bouncing Ginger Harmon 
providing the spark, Benny-the- 
Bum’s this week has plenty of hot 
moments and deserves a better fate 
than the sea of white table cloths 
that greeted it at show caught (din- 
ner, Friday). In short, the pre- 
Xmas slump has hit Benny badly. 


E] | 


‘since the beginning of the season and 

has proved a genuine asset, building 
quite a following. Band is ripe for 
a real buildup. Gold. 


_ PERSIAN ROOM, S. F. 
(SIR FRANCIS DRAKE HOTEL) 


San Francisco, Dec. 14. 


‘Ice Show’ with Mae Ross, Red 
| Bennett, June Ross, ‘Frenchy’ He- 
i bert, Chorus (6, Carl Ravazza 


-Orch., Neil Bondshu, Carolyn Gray. 
{| Business at the Persian Room 
needed a hypo on account of stiff 
‘competition from the town’s three 
‘other leading hotels, which have such 
‘draws as Orrin Tucker and Freddy 
Martin. Consequently, the ‘Ice Show.’ 
Now tables are in big demand. 

Peggy Carroll is directing and pro- 
ducing the show, which was booked 
for six weeks through the William 
Morris Agency. A synthetic ice that 
doesn’t deter dancing 
tomers is used. 

Troupe features four solo per- 
formers and six girls, and their turn 
clicky despite the limited floor 
|space. Stars are Mae Ross and 
‘Frenchy’ Hebert. She’s a looker and 
deft; he’s considerably agile despite 
a seemingly heavy Santa Claus cos- 
tume. 





lie 
40 


utes for each of two performances, 
at 9:30 and 11:45. Aside from demon- 
| Strating technical ability on skates, 
|performers put on some clever, ap- 
| plause - winning routines, one of 
| which features fluorescent costumes 


Disregarding this, the performers} that glow in the darkened room for 


gave out as if the place was jammed. 
Miss Harmon has plenty of zowee, 
is a looker who knows how to use 
her eyes, chassis and pipes, plus be- 
ing plenty solid with ‘Oh Johnny,’ 
‘Olid Man Mose’ and ‘Beguine.’ Her 
forte is the hot tunes. 

Lane, Edwards and Allen are a 
whacky trio whose turn is similar to 
that of the Pitzes in svots. They click 
in a number called ‘Harry t#® Hop- 
head’ and a burlesque of ‘Uncle-Tom’s 
Cabin.’ A few of their off-color gags 
are sour, however, 

Evelyn Dutchess, clad in a Robin 
Hood costume, is fair in the ‘Poet 
and Peasant’ ballet. The Vander- 
bilts, two husky lads, have a classy 
acrobatic dancing turn. 

Leon and Mace, playing their ninth 


consecutive week, are still the show’s | 
( Smooth and graceful, 
they mix up their routine to include | 


outstanders. 


a waltz, tango and conga that | Orchestra leans mostly to brass 
brought salvos. and there’s little attempt at sweet 
Ben Perry m.cs handily, also| stuff. Music’s a little too loud for | 


giving out with several numbers in| 
i The line of| 
girls isn’t bad to look at, with its| 


his smooth baritone. 


routines and costumes above aver- 
age. 

Frasetto’s crew, a Phillv fave, does 
its usual workmanlike job in accom- 
panying the acts and playing for 
dancing, Frasetto does a few vocals 
himself, uncovering a_ surprisingly 
good voice that indicates he should 
do more of them. The Clefs. three 


gals with string instruments, play the | 


lull music. Shal. 


COLONY CLUB, CHI 


: Chicago Dec. 17. 
Hildegarde, Galli-Galli, Estelle & 
LeRoy, Don Orlando Orch. 








For atmosphere and solid enter- 
tainment, the Colony remains one of 
he ace spots in the midwest. No 
line of girls, costumes, scenery or 
roduction or welter of acts. One 
eadliner is the usual show here, but 
currently spot goes practically into 
mammoth booking proportions with 
a lineup of three acts. 

Hildegarde is back for a second ap- 
pearance here and again indicates 
her b.o. ability and knack of enter- 
taining. No great shakes on any 
physical or technical count, she 
nevertheless has that ineffable qual- 
ity of showmanship that makes an 
audience cotton to her every gesture. 
She sings pops, her style making 
them something of an_ occasion. 
Working cozily, Hildegarde can break 
down any coldness of a nitery mob 
and make it enter into the spirit of 
festivity. 
specialty song in which the crowd 


joins by walloping cutlery on drink- | 


ing glass in time with her 
It’s a neat, pleasant number that gets 
her away solidly. 


Galli-Galli opens with his clever | 


She closes with her sole} 


music. } 


ia neat effect. 

| Carl Ravazza, personable singing 
maestro, conducts a smooth band 
| (12) for show and dancing. 


| Room, which is smallish, has been | 


re-done in a winter motif for the 


‘Ice Show.’ 


MINNESOTA TERRACE 


| (HOTEL NICOLLET, MPLS.) 


{ 
| 


Minneapolis, Dec. 9. 
Bob Chester Orch (13), Dolores 
| O’Neill, Al Stuart, Jonnie and Edna 


| Torrence. 





| Bob Chester’s aggregation fits nice- 
lly into this class spot, where cus- 


| ° ° 
tomers are mainly concerned with | 

| music. | 

| Swing dispensed by the Chester gang | 


the quality of the dance 


usually keeps the floor crowded. 


the room, with the public address 
system suggesting partial responsi- 
bility. 
cause of neat rhythm and smooth- 
ness. Arrangements, too, are satis- 
fying, with Chester an agreeable m.c. 
| Floor show is modest in quantity, 


by the cus- | 


| Show is fast, taking about 25 min- | 


However, tunes are okay be-| 














Stunt is popular, as is the ‘pilav or . 
on Poll key. In the case of Halley Chester, 
he seems an embryo Wally Beery 


| with a corking sense of comedy and 


pay’ one. 





| TULANE ROOM, N. O. ihe manages to get laughs. Harris 
| wicacis i Berger is a throw-back to Gus Ed- 

(JUNG HOTEL) wards’ ‘school boys and girls’ acts. 
es He walks up to the mike and gets 
: New Orleans, Dec. 16. | away with two pop ballads in a man- 
| Pinky Tomlin Orch, Anita Lane, ner that wins applause. With the 


Georges & Joann, The Swifts, Susan 


act there is a hoofer in the person 
Lange. 


lof Hal Belfer. There is seemingly 
|no screen record on him, but the 
Spot breaks out with new show kid is there with the taps. 
that has plenty of variety and moves; One of the best features of the 
-at good tempo, particularly for sec-/ act Is the two-minute introductory 
‘ond half of engagement here of; trailer which serves to bring the 
Pinky Tomlin and his versatile crew. | kids on the stage. It shows scenes 
Nitery has been playing to okay biz! of the pictures in which they have 
since start of racing season at Fair | appeared and finally has a_ scene 
,Grounds and opening of convention 


sezson. | manner. Pool. 
Anita Lane, looker with nice) Cone 

chassis, mixes a neat acrobatic con- | page de and APUS 

trol dance with a can-can number, | Apelte Dancing, Comedy 

getting strong getoff. Georges and | “Pole, Harlem, N. Y. | 

Joann, a lissome blonde and a dark-|.. Mixed Negro pair are so raw} 


| they’d be chased off most stages, bui 
_the audience at this Harlem house 
wallows such stuff, yelling at the 
particularly blue bits. Under the 


haired gent, are too methodical but 
{manage anyway to mix a Viennese 
| waltz with a modern version of the | 
, cakewalk in a manner that clicks. vp 2 ps 
| The Swifts present a rollerskating | C!™¢umstances there's 
'thriller that’s climaxed by amazing | "centive for the act to show any 
escape by femme member from | &°?uine wit or skill—those out front 
straitjacket while whirling in mid- prefer smut, so that s what they get. 
‘air. This is standout act of show |, 4PUS is a short guy with an eccen- 
land plenty socko. tric getup, while Estrelita is taller, 

Susan Lange, songstress with plen- and depends mostly on anatomical 
ty eye appeal, revives ‘Oh Johnny’ | appeal. They sing a couple of a 
and ‘I Cried for You,’ getting her | ¢xchange dirty banter and wriggle 
share of applause. . |a couple of dances that couldn't go 

Tomlin contributes several of his |{UtTther unless they shed their clothes. 
compositions notably ‘Object of Af- There isn't an element of humor in 
fection. Oklahomans band is versa- | /* Dut like dirty words scribbled on 
tile and dishes out sweet and swing a back sence, it obviously appeals 
| that’s okay for show and dansapa- to a certain kind of mentality. 


~ . ‘- | denying its click at this house. As 
tion. Leader’s home-spun humor is for their gags they're all soiled pre- 








~ 
| like y iurzza. pon raggll te 
| ikea plenty, too. Liuzza historic and delivered at top lung- 
power, 
Both return later in the show, 


| 

| Apus to heckle a phony mind-read- 
| ing act from a box with unbeliev- 
} 
| 
| 


jelS YEARS AGOece 


ably filthy gags and Estrelita as the 
j}almost-nude flash in 
production number finale, 


(From Variety) a fan-dance 


Hobe. 





| William Randolph Hearst and| AL HYLTON 

| Metro were in a deal whereby the | Magician 

newspaper magnate was to step out 7 aoe ong Full 

of picture production, the company | * Ne my Tecra, Of. Y. 6 iensat 

| to take over his reins. Hearst, under | hi a, wae nai ee 6p f 

new arrangements would share | chiefly to the collapsible or ‘empty 
‘ 5 a bide box line of tricks, taking a varicty of 

equally on profits. : 


from a few inches high to four or 

Promising debut in London of ‘Just | five feet deep. Starts with scarfs 
Married,’ the American faree by jane from that gets to goldfish bowls, 
Adelaide Matthews and Ann Nichols, | et et ee ee 
eg Maggy, Faw sac on | an show caught last Friday night 
y —" 2. oe a} (5) Hylton got away poorly by drop- 
the male lead in the New York pro- | ping his collapsible cane and expos- 
| duction. ing his first trick. He failed to be- 
— oe —: ae 

P . ve , } 'and continuing the act smoothly. He 
toch aie ane maces el0 | aes two fins and couple of ial 
Potagel ete Tle Tere |helpers. M.c. added nothing by wan- 





ation of bigtime |dering around the stage looking 
| but makes up for any deficiency in | vaude. rondo ’ Hobe. 
this respect by being aces in quality. | ee 
|Dolores O’Neill. a  husky-voiced |} | LILLIAN FI 

0 Neill. sk} :. a ~ Ce Re ALL TZGERALD 
| songstress with plenty of sex appeal,| Jim Barton couldn’t agree on Songs 
| sells expertly. Al Stuart also is an’ Salary with the Keith office and so | Apollo, Harlem, N. Y 
entirely satisfactory warbler, while | didn’t open at the Hipp, N. Y¥., as} Colored hot singer is announced 
Jonnie and Edna (Mrs. Chester) Tor- ; scheduled Phi elphia oak al tae 
rence rate well as a dance team.|_ ? as a Philadelphia product and has 
They epeenenate pico effective | | apparently been in niteries and pos- 
comedy touches in their ballroom| ‘rhe Vortex,’ produced in London, | sibly a few minor theatre dates, but 


and swing stepping to land solidly. 
Rees. 


OLD VIENNA, CINCY 


Cincinnati, Dec. 17. 
Fisher’s Schnickelfritz 





Freddie 
Orch. 


| This downtown dine-dance spot 
|has surged rapidly to the fore since 
jlast summer, when Paul Penny, 
manager, went in for comedy bands. 
Place seats 425 and turnaways are 


|regular on Saturdays and frequent | 


| on week nights. 
| Of late, Saturday matinee session. 
|have been rung in, and to capacity. 
'There’s no couvert or minimum. 


Freddie Fisher’s Schnickelfritz 


held over for seven weeks. Then 
| three of the five men pulled out and 
| Started their own combo. Deacon 
| Moore's erew came in Aug. 14 and 


|did big for 12 weeks, Fisher's re- 
;organized combo taking over re- 
icently for an indef run. Since re- 
turning, the Schnickelfritzers are 
pulling top biz. 

Fisher, on elarinet, has WHarrv 
| Lindeman, drummer, from his origi- 
nal combo. New men are Everett 


| Orch started the uptrend in June and | 


| stacked up as Noel Coward's best this is understood to be her first New 
| playwriting effort so far York stage try. She's a lively per- 
’ ° former and gets by with the easy 
= Apollo audience, but lacks subtlety 
Plans for the most elaborate pre-|0r more than average skill. Wears 
| sentation of a picture’s world pre- | ene Ng but ee tight, ankle- 

i - sie < ‘ | len ski ampers her when she 
a were being made for ‘Peter attempts a couple of Pinks 

Her enunciation is muddled, and 
she lacks variety of expression, sim- 
There was a noticeable gap of/| ply blasting away at maximum pow- 
‘empty seats at the Broadway Palace’s |e? It grows monotonous. Hobe. 
|new show opener despite marquee | ,.,,., 
‘hypo in the person of Mary Nash, re (3) 
| Eddiie Leonard and Jack Norworth. | Herb Spatola’s, Philly 

aaa This is a new combo around town, 

About 1,500 persons crowded the! a guy and a pair of good-looking 
_ Orchestra hall, Chicago, to denounce , twin gals. Working on a balcony at 
| Houdini’s alleged exposures of their|this popular cocktail spot in the 
| beliefs in spiritualism, | heart of the financial district, the 
iia trio are tireless, singing any num- 














| Sigmund Breitbart, the ‘strong | ber of requests, accompanying them- 
|man,’ was sued by Clifford c._ | Selves at two pianos, with the boy 


| at a xylophone. 
They sing either in solo, duets or 
all together, each having their own 


Fischer in a $11,250 damage suit in- 


| volving Marta Farra, the ‘strong 


| woman’ act. Breitbart is alleged to | forte. Bob Ryan is best in senti- 
have influenced Miss Farra to breach | mental tunes: Daphne Stouffer spe- 


an agreement with Fischer, ; cializes in torch ballads, while Doris 


With ‘The Outsider’ set to close in 
Chicago, Lionel Atwill, its star, was 
prepared for an Orpheum tour, 


| They’re youthful, make neat appear- 
ance and know how to handle 


'quents Spatola’s, Shal. 


|; which brings them on in a logical | 


no particular | 


No | 


| articles from cases ranging in size} 


| Stouffer goes heavy with the jive. | 


the 
college and social crowd which fre- | 


—= 
| . 
‘Fats’ Frady, localite, on bass fiddle; 
e Ralph Copsy, 300-pound trombonist, 
? 9 formerly with Ben Pollack and Red Cw ets 
I l ul CvIeWS Nichols, and Bob Barnes, pianist-ar- 
ranger, who has played with Chicago 
~~ _- —~- bands. i aecaatala 
Heavy on the corn, the Schnickel- s ne oe asa ae 
EL CHICO N Y sleight - of - hand manipulation of fritzers are still clowning, hat- | LITTLE TOU GH * ic Mg gi RNE CHRISTOPHER 
’ . ° | chicks, cards and coins. He also has ¢hanging, pipe, cigaret smoking and | Comedy, yon gee woe 4 : ~ al 
mae fan effective informality and works / washboard and auto-horn_ playing. iz oe boa oa Hippodrome Balto 
‘tani lori el >» |with the customers, who stooge for’! Pisher's o ‘Colonel Corn’ and sev- | ©olontial, Socst a ee 
rT elmonte, | \ t ishers own ce. fae spe : ren ‘ ; —— e 
La Gitanilla, Gloria B =p pa him nicely and without embarrass- |} oral other tunes that achieved popu- | This is a flash for those houses ( hristopher h is develops 1 an ex. 
Maria Luisa Lopez, Dorita & Valero, cone ly % = othe oh : I — $9 "that have been playing Universal|ceedingly smart and suavely pro. 
Ug j nes SGN. ; arity on recordings are faves atong : : ; oa pel eerie 9 F Pee anes , : Nd 
Hugo Mariani orchestra (10). | Latter factor puts considerable , rid such tunes as ‘Beer Barrel | product and have had ‘In Society,’| jected magie turn. Should click 
sacican i power into h s act. Warms an audi- Polk: s nd ‘Horse » Kee Your Tail ‘The Code of the Streets,’ “Newsboy’s easily in swank niteries or cocktail 
With NBC maestro Hugo Btarians — Fa age ee ee ce 2s ka’ a rsey p all azome’ and ‘Call a Messenger,’ in| rooms. Youthful, clean cut and of 
ine his « is class Greenwich , ence, to Alm quickly an ge Oe , os ; : : cl ‘sters have | £00d appearance, lad uses small s 
Sunes camer hae a solid dance com. | consistent enter go at "y ‘Ss, Band hits the air nightly on WLW ioe ae oa ae eeoneeee ne | for his tricks and is at his best mer 
ati " a a = . specially i “eS } vit iS . - aca T “day “ 1 & eared, “ S é > . 
inati i pri ,{especially fine results with Hls and WSAI, and has a Tuesday night a 1. 
> e sprightly | le j i lf oP : gle eae - 5 | ‘ ; _ “ 2 . ropes. 
aga ster a No 1 intime | Chicks legerdemain, in itself a sure- | spot on the NBC Red web. |, Only two of the real <ulfies are | FOR. oe stream of good patte 
Oy sce ot as ek oe "Y k lire novelty | Two nights a week the manage- | im the act. They are Halley Chester r won Sh tygyeson Agee patter and 
pat “4 . enue yr | q C ily. 4 s i re as ' ameia sy¢oer r; . . as vorkec oO an sing 3} 
Latin oS gh ee | Dance team of Estelle and LeRoy | ment dishes out $1 bills to patrons and Harris eer, With ow af bei aie D, tt sna 
on ory Mz Linnie ci makes a good appearance and they |requesting any number the band Jackie Moran, who las appeared on 1) ceeceuiien Gay waned’ a ess 
Conga one ay ae bal- | Sweep through a series of ballroom | misht not know. To cc lect, quizzers | the screen opposite Deanna Durbin, | s saptahhe gramaphone becuse 
Collada . El Chico ae! wn i La numbers pleasantly and_ to g00d must take to the mike and sing a ‘and, while he is a pleasing enough | Vis © 4 Picts: marae vt and a 
anced tie BPR nie bo A score. Can work anywhere. ‘piece of their choice tunes. On juvenile, he is in this case just TN BM, eer alate Bog la gh 
y Rake ALE See ad iggy share Handling the playing for dancing | Tyesday nights and Saturday after- sesnlat man walking 2 me off, | prod sa fo Loney as heme 
oria Belmonte, flamenc« ancer; Tec, A ando’s orchestra eCay Mignts anc whiny |e tries a song, ‘My rayer,’ | n li al ti 
Maria Luisa Lopez, Mexican c0ne | Oe ee waich turns in & recat ot aoa, ee a er eee ‘but doesn’t sell it. A nice enough | easily walks off with honors and 
dienne; and Dorita and Valero, terp | a n¢ job throughout, has been here baritone voice, but he can’t hold the |should be ready for considerably 
! , . 


more ambitious doings Burm, 





Unit Review 











HOORAY AMERICA 


Anderson, Ind., Dec. 13, 
Paul Bachelor, Ralph  Doovie, 
| Radio Jesters (2), Ty & Yago, Val 
| Mahi Bros, (2), Dorothy Murray, 
| Three Barons, Jean Burgess, Steve 
| Dey, Marcia Harris, 12 Showgirls; 
'*Private Detective’ (WB). 


| This flash unit, carrying 38 people, 
;opened here yesterday (12) for two 
idays. Fairish entertainment, running 
heavily to flash and action, hits 60 
minutes, 

Lovers of terpsichore can’t com- 
|plain of a shortage of dancing acts, 
;Such turns follow one another in 
| quick succession, but are varied as to 
type. Following a patriotic ‘Hooray 
America’ opener, Steve Dey, ballet 
| tapster, works in one. The Val Mahi 
Bros. (2) are on next with a hand- 
| stand and balance act. Ralph Doovie, 
|comie from burlesque, then follows 
| with some patter. 
| First real flash is next, ‘South 
|American Way’ bringing on the line, 
in gerish Aztec costumes, and chorus 
| boys for a Conga number. Then Ty 
ijand Yago for eccentric ballet stuff. 
| The Radio Jesters (Drake and 
Palmer) follow with impersonations 
of notables, Best is President Roose- 
velt. 

Dorothy Murray chants ‘Night 
Over Shanghai,’ with travellers open- 
ing to reveal Chinese fantasy nume 
ber, well done. A novel, evye-pleas- 
ing bat dance by unbilled femme is 
next, utilizing color wheel to good 


effect. 

| Doovie takes over here for bed- 
| . .4 
room blackout lifted from burley, 


|some of it questionable material for 
this family house. Girls assist. 
Marcia Harris hoofs, then Radio 
Jesters are back for a modification of 
stooge-in-the-box heckling routine, 
assisted by Doovie, Goes over. 

| Most elaborate flash next, @ 
song-narrative teed off by Pau! Bach- 
jelor, who also m.c.s_ the show. 
‘Shanghai Sal’ is the tune and full- 
|stage dive cafe setting used. Most 
of the company is on for a rough- 
and-tumble adagio ending in a gen- 
leral rough-house. 


iS 


he Three Barons follow with 
knockabout acrobatics which might 
be better moved up in the show. 


Jean Burgess struts a drum-major- 
ette baton dance next, leading into 
‘Stars and Stripes’ and general flag 
waving finale by the entire troupe. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac, N. Y., Dec. 19. 

Sizzlers that pack a wallop for the 
Actors Colony: Waking up and 
ogling 18 inches of snow with a 12 
below zero temperature; Winter 
makes the average ozoner sleep out- 
'side and while in bed he wears 
lheavy woolen underwear, woolen 
pajamas, heavy bath-robe, woolen 
socks, aviators woolen head gear, 
from four to five woolen blankets on 
\his bed and an electric pad at his 
feet. 

The first Santa Claus to hit this 
|column is E. G. Dodds, manager 0 
the Palace theatre, Lake Placid. He 
postal-cards that all ozoners are In 
vited to make his theatre their home 
‘during 1940. Holiday greetings came 
‘from Mrs. Ella Perry, Worcestet. 
Mass. 

No actor need miss his or hef 
Christmas dinner here in Saranac 
|Lake. A letter from Thomas Me- 
| Veety, president of the Lone Wolves 
| of the North, states, ‘Any needy ace 
tor that you recommend can be my 
| guest for his or her Yuletide soup’ 
| to-nuts-spread.’. 
| Jimmy Marshall here for a 
routine of winter ozoning and a sen 
}eral check-up. 
Ella (Tinpy) 
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club 
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Sullivan, night 


o.k. to resume work. 
| Write to those who are ill. 
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+ Santa Claus Drops inon Pa. Niteries, —JN|QN DEFINES Philly Musicians Campaign Against 
uf - 
ith | e 
j 
Lifts Curfew, Perks New Year's Eve ACTORS’ FEES WB, Carman; Asking for Boycott 
: enix ’ | | , eam 
on ee ee = . | nameaaeraad ™ 
ne | Santa Claus ee st Chi AGVA Meet Set “Total Commissions May Not N.Y. Burley to Reopen = ,__, .,_ Philadelphia, Dec. 18. 
aS owners here and . over Pennsyl- | oe Sucood 10% Regardless | ee Musicis < sabadiies (Monday) 
COAST Ria) agg ong | Enel 10% Reger) sain ny, eu Money mame ge) 
they've had in years. In effect, it} yoarq of the American Guild | fices Would Get 5% and Commissioner “Paul poet after com- |i" What it termed was ‘a lockout < ; 
| 








said they could operate both Christ-| Variety Artists local will be held |plaints had been made from a near- ; : Ae at 

mas and New Year's eves, which fall | this week, followed by a general Talent Reps the Remainder | by church, reopens as a burley stand and the Carman, North Philly indie, | 

on Sunday, but that was only half of | open meeting for all Chicago mem- —$50 W Mini Christmas Eve. Operators whose li- who dropped vaude when they a 

| . ; age inimum ‘saa failed to come to terms with the iy 

the windfall. - bers on Jan. 11. cense Moss refused to renew are out PTE a : ee si 

What's more important to cafe op- | Open session will be held at the oe of the picture, and the theatre will — ; In retaliation the union has: iit 

erators than just those two nights are | Sherman hotel. It’s likely that fol- REHEARSAL PAY 'be operated by Harold Minsky, now ] Threatened to invoke the War- aH 

’ the Saturdays, when boys have been | lowing the open meeting, there'll be | concerned with running the Gaiety, me Cae and bring suit against t 

).) BaeBiorced to sus; xend all music and en- a closed get-together of the advisory | —_—_—_—— in the Times Square sector. Coming tne theatres unless they st pped i 

tertainment promptly at midnight, | board to discuss the points brought In its ‘closed shop’ code already in will be Margie Hart at the head UsIng recordings as overtures and as 4 

3 came time that booze sales cease. out by the general membership. suieaithed re Pasneenund ti cee ,of a stock company, musical accompaniment for trailers. 3 
ie, That order has been rescinded, too, -- -—_—_—_—_-_—— York the American Guild of Variety | Reopening will again bring N. Y.’s 2. Started a campaign to drum up 
al } with Liquor Control Board placing | Artists specifically rules an com- ppreernd theatres to seven, partly in- assistance from the ranks of organe- 
be j that phase of it back in the hands of missions to agents and booking pow ge the Gaiety, Eltinge, Republic | ized labor to boycott the houses in- 

ie local communities, as of yore. Which offices. Stating that ‘total com- | 224 People’s in Manhattan and the volved in the dispute. 

, means, in Pittsburgh, the clubs can | wlasinan mae met exceed 00%. ve |Star and Century in Brooklyn, 3. Made plans to utilize radio re- 
} operate now until 2 a, m. Sunday ‘ardless 1 ‘4? 1A indjq | ” motes played by AFM members to 





f ardless of the split,” AGVA indi- . 
le, morning again, merely cautioning cates that agents are to receive only | sell ‘flesh acts’ to the public through 
- their customers gee bao booze 5% . inasmuch as every vaudeville | spot announcements. 
60 4 ee i) eee oe act, except in isolated instances Frank P. Liuzzi, president of the 
Couple of hours after newspapers é 


where they are booked for a net | local, sent a letter Friday (15) io J. 

n- fiashed this news, clubs, which had salary,’ pays a booking fee of 5%, Ellis Shipman, WB official, and 

ts, |} planned to remain closed New Year's Sessile cure en eomstesions has | VOTE AGAINST George Graves, owner of the Car- 
| 





in | eve rather than chance a suspension man, demanding they stop using 


t ; : | been the New York variety agents’ . ' 
0 of their liquir licenses, had big an- | ba ee | chief concern. The intimation of this discs. ‘We will allow them @ reéa- 
et | nouncements of their celebrations on | in AGVA’s agency license agreement T sonable length of time before we 
+} 2% , “pecac ‘ = <> > . : | . 7 bid . P 5 { hd . . ° « ‘yr 
hi the printing presses, and several Harry E. Calkins, once organizer! was the primary factor motivating | N Lies ee ee 
d- ( other eee ee have been closed for the American Federation of the formation of the Artists Repre- | Liuzzi said, 
ie, ene of » aturcay cul fe Ww, were | Actors, is 10 become _assistant to | sentatives Assn. rece ntly by the ! In the Fred Waring aecision by t} e 
ws oF ge plans to prego biz at a | Dorothy Bryant, executive secretary | talent reps. saticcmaias Pennsylvania Supreme Court. it was 
old stands One of these was 1e ‘ vs . Tariety | f re baa nokteh fd : 
. of the American Guild of Variety | Other clauses in the proposed code ruled that performing artisis ‘(in this 


th , Schenley hotel, another the Show | artists, which supplanted the AFA A reported 200 members of the case mostly AFM members) have a 


honed ; of fair practice which the AGVA : P ' : ; 
“ 7 in the Associated Actors and Artistes eeks to ‘establi h in the vaude and American Federation of Actors, at-| property right in records 
u = Vee j , 7 , . : S : Sl< sm im all a q 3 : ‘ ‘ : aaa a F , es 
wide , “eme sett > : ote ‘ rtised meeti ri “neki . 
ly ‘ Incidentally, inmapelagaer isan nt from | setup. Up ul] now it had not been nitery fields would set a basic mini- ue nding a advert ed ie ‘ — a Seeking to line up union support, 
Liquor Board came simultaneously | the policy of AGVA to place former | a ‘ a s !day (15) in Unity Church Hall, the wmretai tarte ; 
. mum wage of $50 aw eek for pring |; . : , ; r - 1€ musicians Ss arte d aistributing 
nd with a news dispatch from Dauphin | AFA men in official capacities. Fe : P f |New York, pulled a surprise DY 509 ggg smvhlets : 
3 : . ; 'cipals, a 30-performance, 40-hour ; " . dUYU, pamphlets among lrace 
ng county of a suit filed by organized Calkins virtually set the spark | voting against dissolution of the laniate endl ae Bsgetys } 
ze . ; , | week with pay for extra shows and | . . ai ° unionists, and sent wagons through 
Oe musicians of Pennsylvania against | which resulted in the investigation | : actors union which was disenfran- 


-: saad’ the city with signs demanding the 
whic act sur Vv Associated |. 448 : 
|chised last summer by the - ‘ return of flesh. <A ‘citizen’s com- 


. Pe ¢s ‘ stes ricé (Fou: . 9 > ‘ : 7 3 
Actors and ce avasagein : ‘ mittee’ to inform the public is head- 
| A’s), Meeting ha een called for oq py M. Herbert Syme. labor 
|'the express purpose of getting a vote 
from those members in good standing 


liquor board, charging latter had no} by the Four A’s of Ralph White- overtime, rehearsal pay, probation- 
right to regulate hours of music and | head’s management of the AFA, In | ary tryout periods, limited _layoffs, 
entertainment in public places. | standard contracts and —— oe 

Although there are local statutes proval of all contracts, right to re- 
forbidding musie and dancing on quire a bond, AGVA shop and de- 


(Continued on page 36) ate 


torney. This phase of Jocal 77's 
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duction of union dues by the em- |} campaign will, it is believed, be par- 
? Sunday nights, it was learned he : ‘ . : y r} P iey : 
7m) fr¢ * re : ible cidade th ens 0-0p Young Pro roup pouyes Rees ~ re a te +" “ABA & pn gy ae Sener Srerure nens The setrend 
d hav “ee out to the police dep t ? agrees), | wanted the AFA to continue. of the Carman and the WB Alle- 
- iave gone oO « -1 olice dep: - | ‘ ‘ > Aa ia ° s : 
Vv ? ment <r to stop or dh ‘il Ming Strict! for Auditions | Pact was drawn up by the union’s | Attendance of the 200 o s0 was gheny, both of which are in the 
or ¢ tion al Christm - ae. Nev "Wears y vaudeville committee after weeks of small compared to the AFA’s total heart of the heavily unionized hos- 
st t Not ex] ct i tt ita ft h “ meetings, at which suggestions ad- | Membership up to the time the Four jery d@rict. In all night spots and 
> ves. NO xpeciec le any oO mem ae a itn a vin » marina ’ -ec |] oe ol Be Y 
10) ~will take advantage of the n ght be ‘Fumed Oaks,’ one-acter, and an | Vanced by the membership were A’s conducted its hearings on exec hotels where musicians play remotes 
Z ‘ antag ls be- UI A aks, Nne~<« : mae : cerretar J mhead’sc ¢ ce . « ae bai ig 
of fore Christmas, however, since that’s Oviginal revue will be presented by | Considered, The document has been | *€‘ retary Ralph Whitehead’s alleged | the announcer will be asked to make 
e, Sacer Ms hae = <eee ‘ eee submitted to Paramoun sae mismanagement of the union, but the |a plug for the return of stage shows, 
a customarily bad time for biz and | Backstagers, new co-operative org of | SWomitte Soe, aS ie ne s had been adve d suffi i 
a) few spots contemplate running that | Equity and AFRA members, in Janu- | actual negotiations have taken place | meetung ad been advertised suli- | Liuzzi said. 
he | evening anvway ary, probably at Barbizon-Plaza, | a8 yet. Nor has the union approached | ciently in advance to attract all those Despite these developmenis and 
W. Liquor Board officials were in| N. Y. Group, which has about 35] 4"Y of the other circuits, such as | interested. picketing around his theatre, Graves 
Il. something of a daze here about the | members, intends to follow with RKO, Loew's, Warners, Brandt, A motion was then made from the said the Carman’s business was 15% 
ithe ¢ aZze fi ) E ’ = * . 4 } 
st countermanding of the Saturday | other shows, mostly originals, about Fanchon & Marco. It hopes to begin | floor, and passed, to appoint White- better last week with a straight film 
h- midnight curfew which went into ,once a month. | such huddles within the next couple | head a committee of one to draw up policy than in the same week of 1938 
ne effect last July, explaining that news-| It’s part of the continual attempt of weeks, but the union has been too | a national program for what may when he had vaude in addition t 
; : re ; a rey oe 7 , . hic je ¢ Ye su ctures - & he’) ntiy 
th papers would have to draw their own , by younger players ‘to be seen’ and busy with its plans for the member be a new AFA. This is to be sub pierures, He said ae ‘ ce a nue 
ht | conclusions. They did, splashing the | Managers and agents wili be invited. | (Continued on page 37) | (Continued on page 37) showing films—maybe duals 7 nes 
Ww, front pages with good news to the forced Lo but was shies ae act re 
- nite clubs that the lid was off again. : . : ‘ 7 ; with the union if it accedec te j 
to lt's estimated that since the mid- ne Pon hod eae ed ‘a 3 hag ah 
g° . stea if the 52 eksS as i bv Loca 
ig (Continued on page 36) ste d of the 52 weeks askec Local 
The Earle, shuttered § f: three 
| BIG DETROIT HOUSES weeks since it dropped vaude, will 
reopen Saturday (23) as a straight 
ie filrner Prices will be the same 2s 
? 0.0. VAUDE EXPERIMENT the other deluxers It will run on 
a first run policy as lony as there's 
he aa D ‘ i, 19 BER ona h I et available, Warners 
etroit €c : officials said 
nd aie , ’ ; 1 
nd | Major houses here which formerly th ANNIVERSARY N : 
ter an vaudeville are keeping a firm eye si 
S| Sates chee no ; ‘HELLZAFIRE’ UNIT WILL | 
se } off downtow n center, in bringing va- - i i 
en) titty back to Detroit which hadn't RESUME CINCY VAUDE | 
ion } fad vaude for over a year. Last ; 
ar, week Colonial did healthy biz with 
on 'p “OW headed by Rita Rio's femme Cincinnati, Dec. 19 
his / orch, Toby Wing and Faith Bacon, . ‘ * 
) oe te letdown in straight film om Fes shows resume at the RKO 4 
“ ouses, Shubert theatre Dec. 29 with the if 
, | Colonial is keeping it up this week T B Puk li h j Sho t] ‘Hellzafire’ unit headed by Bert i 
He by bringing in the Little Tough Guys oO e 1S e r Yy Wheeler. i. 
in- for a three- day flash. Next week, | During the week of Jan. 19 to 25 4 
me Colonial comes up with Major Bowes’ > 7 the combo policy will be transferred ; 
me ( ‘All Star’ unit. e . + to 3,300-seat RKO Albee, which has ‘ 
cf ain Micigan ana Fox, whicn | Special Exploitation Advantages _ | 1% cis tn ine snes | 
have sett tled down to double-feature for engagement of Kay Kyser and ; 
ier \ wom after letting vaude go, have his orch | 
ae sivas watching letters to newspapers re if 
fc- | anting to know why town has been VAIL : it 
} « y « - | 
1e8 = thout vaudeville, Report is that | ISI FAL ADVERTISING RATES PRE Butterworth, Judy Starr. rea 
~ usicians U , r 
ace | nion has been tackled on Kz 
0 ane Set for s S 
my 4 ~ ong ition of permitting smaller | Set fo Mpl - House fe al 
1p { tres € orchs to play in the big thea- P Chicago, Dec. 19. i 4 
s, . ro 
Charles Butterworth, Judy Starr # | 
Ths Copy May Be Sent to Any Variety Off erworth, uy Sta i 
ort | the ~~ men are also aware that Opy a e en Oo nh ar e ice and Eddie Kane are booked into the 4 
one 3 vides “tod Rtn nitery which pro- Minnesota, Minneapolis, stariing Fri- i # 
be *tler than two-ho shows 22 7 
ub “PE vaudeville, good and bad mixed, not NEW YORK HOLLYWOOD CHICAGO LONDON se Mie H4 
iu . > -U ‘ § j > o < } bd 
: longs a. ; XG, a =, Set through Harry Greben here 
an nS ago had te ho it« . . ie . . a 
FO and at had to push out its walls 154 W. 46th St. 1708 No. Vine St. 54 W. Randolph St 8 St. Martin's Pl \ aeeentee Ge fen See itd 
| ee vise seating capacity for 400 Jack Curtis 
\ nore customers, an WU j 
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Unions Throw Picket Line Around 
Bowery, Det, So Nitery Capitulates 


jlaws on exits. standing room, etc. ! 

For some time musicians here | 
have been plenty sore about Benny 
Resh’s orch, a long-stander in the 
Bowery. However, since everything 
else in nitery is non-union, they 
waited to get concerted action from 
other affected unions. 

Last weekend biz in the Bowery 
fell off. Detroit has been rapidly 


Detroit, Dec, 19. 

Burned up by the solid non-union 
lineup of the Bowery, Detroit's big- 
gest nitery, united unions slapped a 
picket line 75 strong on the spot 
Friday (15). On the picket line are 
the musicians, stagehands, barten- | 
ders, waitresses, building service | 
employees and other craft repre- 
sented in Bowery. Unions also went 


after Fifi D’Orsay, headliner in growing stronger as a union town 
current show, and threatened to turn with organization of thousands of 
on the heat if she went through | automobile workers. They have 


been having their own strikes and 


picket line. Aroused unions intended | 
aren't going through picket lines. 


to earry their fight to the American 
Guild of Variety Artists to inform 


PUBLICITY SUIT? 











its membership that Bowery was) 
operating non-union. | 
Miss D’Orsay refused to cross Billy Rose vs. Lew Brown—Anyway, 


line Monday night (18) for the open- 
ing, but went on after pickets were | 
called off on promise of a union set- 
up for the nitery. 


Huge night spot has become 


It’s Called French Casino 
Application for an injunction to 

| be heard in N. Y. supreme court to- 
a day (Wed.) revealed the suit of Billy 
phenomenon in show business. It | Rose and Casa Manana Productions, 
recently enlarged seating capacity | Inc., against Lew Brown and the 
by the hundreds to bring it close to, Apro Realty Co., Inc. Action seeks 
1,200. It has been doing a stand-up | 4 permanent injunction to prevent 
business—two bars, 16 bartenders, 40! Brown from going through with his 
waitresses all on the run. Frank| plans to open ‘Lew Brown's Casa 
Barbaro, who runs spot in lively | Manana’ at 755 Seventh avenue, es 
Hamtramck, has been putting on Rose claims that he used the name 
two shows nightly, each running | ‘Casa Manana’ in connection with a 
close to three hours, and collecting | theatre-restaurant for the first time 
25c. admish per head on week nights | on the premises, his show running a 
and 55c. a customer on Saturday and | year and a half to an audience of 
Sunday. Plays 12-act shows plus a | 500,000 and a gross of $1,500,000. 
line of 12. Brown, declared Rose, is attempt- 

Present angle that the unions have | ing to mislead the public and cash 
taken is that spot is a variety house, | in on the good-will created by him. 
since it is collecting admissions at| {Brown's spot is advertised as the 
the door. They insisted that the) French Casino, its old tag, due to 
nitery be inspected under theatre | open Dec. 27.] 
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Jack Sidney Now With 
Daniels’ Seattle Agency 


Seattle, Dec. 19. 
Jack Sidney, brother of Louis K. 
and George Sidney, has joined the’ nisht closing order went into effect 
staff of Joe Daniels here. | almost six months ago, musicians, en- 
He's handling special and | tertainers and nitery owners around 
bookings. | here have been affected to the tune 
7 a —. | of at least $500,000. 
| In no case, however, does this af- 
| 








acts 





;customers will have to tote their own | 


| liquor, and bars will continue to shut 


fect any of the regulations governing 
D S. all mn | booze sales. On New Year's Eve, 

Battle Between land remain closed until 7 a. m. the 
| following Monday. 


Orph and Minn. 


Minneapolis, Dec. 19. 

City is witnessing fiercest fighting 
ever on the vaudfilm front. With 
the Orpheum (Paramount-Singer) 
training its guns squarely on the in- 
die Minnesota theatre, the scrap is 
getting into full stride and looks like 
a battle to the finish 

Starting Friday (22), the Orpheum 
has set four stage shows in a row— 
the longest stretch of  fiesh-and- 
blood for that house within recent 
memory. The ensuing week it offers 
Johnny ‘Scat’ Davis and band as 
headliner against Charlie Butter- 
worth at the Minnesota. In order 
thereafter, the Paramount - Singer 
theatre then will have three more 
band headliners— Buddy Rogers, 
Tommy Dorsey (against Gene Autry 
at the Minnesota) and Lawrence 
Welk. Orrin Tucker is pencilled in 
for February and Martha Raye for 
March. 

Stage shows are the regular Min- 
nesota theatre fare. Theatre’s’ sec- 
ond 13-week working period expires 
in mid-January and there’s doubt as | 
to what will happen theatreafter. In- 
ability to obtain major screen prod- 
uct (it’s all sewed up by the Para- 
mount-Singer pool) makes profitable 
operation difficult. Plenty of high- 
grade pictures are tossed into the 
Orpheum along with the flesh fare, | 
making the going all the tougher for | 
Both houses have the 


Philly Looks Brighter 
Philadelphia, Dec. 19. 
Philadelphia law prohibits music, 
dancing and entertainment at any 


office said it would study the ordi- 
nance and see how far the law might 


ans an old-fashioned New Year's Eve 
celebration. An official announce- 
ment on this subject was. expected 
tonight (19). 

Nitery props apparently are confi- 
dent that the mayor and city solici- 
tor will be liberal, as they are al- 





Year’s Eve. Patrons are told that 
they must bring their own liquor, 
and that food, setups and entertain- 


have been slow because the niteries 
hearing from City Hall. 
city officials would not 


but would impose nominal fines for 
the breach of the Blue Sunday ord- 
inances, similar to that imposed on 
Woodside amusement park each Sun- 
day during the summer because of 
‘illegal’ dances at the park ballroom. 
Rev. William A. Forney, secretary of 


Toby Wing’s Baby m 





Pittsburgh, Dec. 19. 


(7 onaigy fter 5 jaily | Toby Wing last week pulled out 
a te "lauatits tine _ abe ea ) | of the ‘Hollywood Glamour Girl’ 
, wd Parser rayely spe sot te lunit, being booked throughout this 
$ 6S ~ res > operalu > | 
$s scheduled to resume Operations | territory by Joe Hiller, because of 
New Year’s eve after a month shut-} ...-. 0. iad ; 

: 3 , : .: | Serious illness of her baby in New 
tering. Harry Katz is now in Chi-! xy... “ap ? 

- : ; York. Miss Wing quit the show 

cago lining up a chorus and guest! : 


| which also features Faith Bacon and 
| Rita Rio’s band, in Detroit couple 
|of days before it opened in nearby 


Stars for the roadshows. 


° | East Liverpool, O., where she had 
Haley-Carlisle Reopen been given top billing. 
| According to Hiller, film player 


| said she would rejoin the unit when 
| her infant had recovered sufficiently. 

In meantime, no replacement is 
| templated. 


Roxy, Atlanta, Vauder 


cone 
Atlanta, Dec. 19. 
Reopening of Roxy theatre set for | 


Christmas eve by manager James H.| Bobby Folsom in Hospital 


*-Kov 4 >< "e f | 4 ‘KK ¢ V1 h | 1 . 
McKoy. Theatre will kick off with | Bobby Folsom (ies. Harold 
| stage and screen policy, Jack Haley Kemp), former vaude single ‘i 
and Mary Carlisle the first week, fol-| nde " observ ition in Ma y Ir * 
lowed by Johnny (‘Scat’) Davis and eae sua - 


F . |maculate hospital, Jamaica, L. I 
Rufe Davis. From then on it will be | t oe Fe 


catch-as-catch-can, with McKoy 
booking whatever he can get for his 


Kemp, former Warners booker, is 
;now with the Stack-Goble 


agency 
}as radio talent chief. 








stage. Pic to be shown first week is | 
‘Everybody’s Hobby’ (WB) 
Lucas & Jenkins’ Capitol, next . 
' : > , . a 
door to Roxy, is operating under | Calkins Job 
similar policy, just finishing with} 
Same out- Continued from page 35 


Raynell’s ‘Water Follies.’ 
fit’s Paramount has just played Ozzie a letter to Frank Gillmore, president 


| 





Nelson’s band on stage. |}of the Four A’s, Calkins entered a 
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AT LEADING HOTELS, RESTAURANTS AND 





Black Label — 
12 years old 
86.38 proof 


Scotland’s own Jounnte WALKER } 


business from Broadway 


to Hollywood Boulevard! 


JOHNNIE WALKER 


BLENDED SCOTCH WHISKY 


Canada Dry Ginger Ale, Inc., New York, N. Y., Sole Importers 


series of charges against Whitehead 
|and his alleged vest-pocket council 








Seinen aiaidtusinereiantin a Calkins had been discharged by 
sc siie waviaeess ee Whitchead after an incident at a N. 
% Y. nitery, in which the AFA’s ex- 

% ecutive secretary charged that Cal- 

kins had abused his power, It was 

Stated that Calkins was ‘arbitrary’ 


and ‘abusive’ in dealing with chorus 


girls. 
While it was never made clear that 
. the Four A’s action was directly 
E predicated on Calkins’ charges, 
4 Whitehead himself, following publi- 
cation of the attack, asked for a 






probe by the parent body. This was | 
speedily granted and, though White- 
head and Sophie Tucker later re- 
fused to take part in the hearing, it | 
resulted in revocation of the AFA’s 
charter, 

Mrs. Bryant yesterday (Tuesday) 
stated that the press of work at the 
AGVA is now so great that experi- 
enced help is needed, hence the rea- 
son for Calkins’ entry. He'll relieve 
some of the pressure on Jean Muir, | 
also an assistant to Mrs. Bryant. 


BARS 










BORN 1320... 
still going strong 


P ° | 
ready accepting reservations for New 


|down promptly at midnight Saturday | 


Santa Claus’ Gift 


Continued from page 35 





the Lord’s Day Alliance, chief Blue 
Sunday advocate here, gave notice tg 
Mayor George Connell that his or. 
ganization would ‘keep watch to seg 
that all laws are enforced.’ 

The biggest New Year's Eve biz in 
history is expected by downtown 
theatres. Because there are no ta. 
boos against Sunday midnight shows 
these are being skedded by virtually 
all Warner houses. Indies, too, are 


| going to run midnight shows, in ad- 
' dition to continuous shows all day 
Sunday. 


time Sunday, but the city solicitor’s | 


Mpls.’ 2-Day Holiday 
Minneapolis, Dee, 19. 
With New Year’s eve falling on 


' Sunday, when liquor sales are pro 


be stretched to permit Philadelphi-4 


| 
| 


| 


Some persons in the know say the | entertainment. 


| faiied to sell out last New 
_eve when there was less depression. 


Drops Out of Vaude Unit 


| their 

| tables. 
, person both Saturday and Sunday, 
ment will be provided. Reservations | 


hibited here, most of the night spots 
are planning two celebrations—one 
on Saturday to speed the old year 
out, and the other on Sunday to greet 
1940. 

Clubs operating within the law, 
such as the Hotel Nicollet Minnesota 
Terrace, the town’s swankiest empo- 
rium, will not serve liquor on Sun- 
day, but will permit patrons to bring 
own and consume it at the 

The charge will be $5 per 


and will include a $2 dinner and, on 
Saturday, a $1.50 minimum for which 


have been unable to advertise until | liquor or food may be ordered, plus 


favors, Ranny Weeks’ orch and other 
On Sunday there'll 


( interfere /be no minimum charges, but a stiff 
with places running New Year's Eve, | rap will be made for corkage, ete. 


| 
'for the town this New Year's eve, 
|; compared to $7.50 in 1938, reflecting 
| poorer general conditions. 


The $5 per person will be top price 


As a mat- 
ter of fact, many of the leading spots 


Year's 


Night clubs other than the Nicollet 
will charge from $1 to $5, with some 
asking no admission, cover charge or 
minimum whatsoever. 








NOW IN REHEARSAL 


Opening On or About 


Jan. 5, 1940 


‘UncleTom's Cabin 
In Swing’ 


A Muslcal Version of 


“TOPSY AND EVA” 
IN RHYTHM 


with an 


ALL-STAR CAST 


Address all communica 
AL BORDE, 202 N, 
Chicago, 


ions te 
Wabash Ave. 
ill, 


LORD & 
STEWART 


Tailors of Today— 
And Tomorrow 











LONDON: 19 Albemarle Street 
PICCADILLY, W. 1 


NEW YORK: 660 FIFTH AVENUE 











HELD OVER! 


‘WHITEY’ ROBERTS 


Proudly Announces 
His 5th Week 
AT THE LATIN QUARTER CAKE 
BOSTON, MASS. 




















Best Coffee in England 


QUALITY INN 


Leicester Square 
LONDON, WEST-END 

















KF 
Direction: Pave Svlti 











tN ote 


ESME DAVIS and BOB 


“Swinging In The Clouds” 


THE LATEST AERIAL 
(WEEK DEC. 
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ROVIDENCE, R. 
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ship raily Jan. 7 in New York to at- 
tend to the vaude matter right now. 

In substance the proposed code 
Jists the following points: 

1. AGVA agrees to remain an 
‘open union,’ except to members 
suspended or expelled by AGVA or 
its affiliates in the Four A’s or to 
those guilty of ‘conduct unbecoming 
» union member.’ 

2. Employer agrees to 
AGVA as exclusive bargaining agent 
pod to employ only AGVA members 
jn good standing (AGVA shop). 

3. AGVA agrees not to impose un- 
reasonable entrance fees or dues, 

4. Both parties to the contract 
agree to submit all disputes arising 
out of the contract to arbitration by 
the American Arbitration Assn. 

Minimum Salaries 

5. Minimum salaries to be $50 a 
week for principals, $40 a week for 
chorus members, $10 a day for prin- 
cipals, $7.50 a day for chorus mem- 
bers. More than one day or less than 
a week to be pro-rated at the weekly 
yate. Daily rate of $7.50 extra for 
diavelling shows. Extras or super- 
numeraries not to be included in the 
#bove scales, but if they become a 
problem, to be negotiated. 

6. Not more than 30 perform- 
#nces a week, except where the regu- 
Jar house policy is less, in which 
case the regular policy shall be the 
maximum. All extra performances 
ic be pro-rated at the minimum rate. 
Salary for less than a week to cover 
four performances daily and _ five 
Saturday or Sunday, except where 
the regular house policy is less, in 
which case extra shows to be pro- 
yated. 

7. Pay for rehearsals to be ac- 
cording to the following schedule: 

For a guaranteed two-weeks en- 
pavement: No pay for the first week 
yehearsal, half the minimum weekly 
rate for the second and third weeks’ 
rehearsals and full salary the fourth 
rnd succeeding weeks’ rehearsals. 


For a guaranteed four-weeks or 
more engagement: No pay for the 


first two-weeks’ rehearsals, half the 
weekly minimum rate for the third, 
fourth and fifth weeks’ rehearsals 
und full pay for the sixth and suc- 
ceeding weeks rehearsals. 

And for an engagement of a week 
ico 13 days, full pay for all over 


five days rehearsal; for dates of less | 


than a week, all rehearsals at full 
pay. (The above schedules not to 
apply for periods when performers 
nre in the theatre for a current pro- 
duction.) 

Limits Working Hours 


& Working hours to be limited to 
the following schedule: 

Regular 40-hour a week maximum, 
ic include all the time of a full per- 
formance, plus rehearsal time, one 
hour per day dressing room time 
during performances and all other 
time when the performer is required 
io be present. 

No rehearsal after the final per- 
formance or before 9 a.m., except 
on opening day, when it may begin 
at 8 am. provided overtime is paid 
for the extra hour, 

When a performer is in a current 
production, rehearsal to be limited 
to three hours a day, with none 
permitted Saturday or Sunday unless 
waivers are issued in cases where the 
cpening is Monday. 

Maximum of 10 hours rehearsal a 
day, with two one-hour rest-eating 
intervals. Consecutive rehearsal 
periods to be limited to three hours. 
(Run-through with orchestra not to 
be considered a rehearsal, but this 
Provision is not to be abused.) 

One hour off for lunch between 11 
#m. and 3 p.m. and one hour for 
dinner between 5:30 p.m. and 9:30 
p.m. At least eight hours rest be- 
lween working days. 

9 Overtime for all work over a 
40-hour week or in 
limitations 


excess of the 
provided in the 


Faragraph 8 above, to be paid for 
at the raie of $1.50 per hour or frac- 
‘ion thereof, and may be computed 
in half hours. 

_ 10. Ifa performer is not dismissed 
in the first three rehearsals he shall 


be deemed engaged and entitled to | 


two weeks notice, or two weeks pay 


if the engagement jis for two weeks | 


©r more, and to full pay or full sal- 
ary if the engagement is for less 
than two weeks. 


11. No layoff shall be permitted | 


‘except as specified below) and all 
€ngagements shall be ‘pay or play,’ 
for shall there be any docking of 
Pay for omitted performances. 

If a layoff is required for ir- 
regularity of bookings after two 
—— of consecutive employment, a 
ayoff may be seven days in any Six- 
week period, to occur any time afte: 
‘WO weeks, Pay shall be not less 


AGVA Limiting Commish 


Continued from page 35 


recognize | 


second, | 
third and fourth sub-paragraphs of | 








than half-salary for additional Jay- 
[offs and in no case more than two 
weeks additional layoff permitted, 
except at full salary. No layoff may 
conflict with guaranteed engage- 
ments. 
| 12. Either employer or performer 
may give two weeks notice on en- 
gagements of more than two weeks 
and a schedule of transportation ex- 
penses jis set up to cover such in- 
stances, 

13. Employers may hire perform- 
|ers on a run-of-the-play basis, pro- 
' vided AGVA is notified and the per- 
| former consents. 

14. Written receipts for 
| payments to be required. 

15. Union dues, initiation fees, etc., 
to be deducted from the performer's 
pay and paid to the union, provided 
| the performer so agrees in writing. 

16. AGVA agrees to help enforce 
the contracts of performers and to 
discipline breaches of such contracts. 

17. Performers to be furnished 

free hats, costumes, wigs, shoes, 
| tights, stocking: etc., except that 
| principals must furnish their own 
wardrobe customarily used in their 
| act. 

| 18. Resident chorus members may 
| be laid off one week in every six. 

|} 19. No out-of-town performances 
| to be required during engagements 
|in cities having a six-day-week law. 
20. Transportation, including 
|'sleeping accommodations (regard- 
|less if used immediately or not). 


salary 





| Principals may pay own transporta- | 


tion (with their own consent), but 
| the net pay must be at least equal to 
the regular minimum. 

| 21. No extra performances for 
| ‘audition,’ ‘break-in’ or ‘tryout.’ 

22. if the employer is prevented 
| from providing employment because 
|of an ‘act of God,’ he may lay off 
|the performer for a week without 
| pay. All employees must be pro- 
| tected under the workmen’s compen- 
| sation laws. 





Maximum Commissions 
23. Total commissions 
}exceed 10%, regardless of the split. 

No commissions may be_ assessed 
| which will bring the salary below 
|} the regular minimum, except as re- 
| quired by law (as in the case of 
social security and unemployment 
insurance). 

24. Contracts must be filed with 
|AGVA and only AGVA standard 
'contracts may be used. (Contracts 
| filed with the union must not nec- 
|essarily state the salary, provided a 
signed rider is attached stating that 
the salary is at least minimum). 
| 25. The term ‘regular house pol- 
icy,’ as in Paragraph 6, means as 
in existence as of Nov. 1, 1939. 
| 26. To insure employer responsi- 
bility contracts shall be signed by 
| the exhibitor (or house owner), the 
| independent coniractor (if any) and 
| the booker. 
| 27. All existing contracts to be 
made to conform with this code, ex- 
|cept that such revision shall not in- 
i volve any less 
|for performers. 
| 28. Employers agree to pay legal 
expenses for all prosecution on ac- 
count of performances. 

29. AGVA may require employers 


| 


to post a bond to insure the fulfill- | 


ment of contracts. 

30. Individuals signing the 
tracts for corporations are equally 
responsible with the corporations. 
| 31. Performers shall not be re- 
quired to play benefits without their 
consent and then only if approved 
by the Theatre Authority. 

32. No waivers may be granted on 
any requirements of the above code 
except with the written consent of 
AGVA. 

Membership Meets Jan. 7 

National board of the AGVA has 
approved a temporary code drawn 
up by the San Francisco local to 
cover niteries in that territory. Pact 
is on a 60-day basis and thereafter 
| will be subject to revision by the 


national board, or, with the board’s | 


'approval, by the local. Reported 
| that the Frisco local believes it can 
| apply the code almost at once. 

It has been decided to hold the 
| AGVA general rally Jan. 7 at the 
Palm Gardén, N. Y. The first mem- 
bership meeting of the New 
local, to be held at the same place 


Jan. 14. will elect a nominating com- | 
mittee to pick a slate of officers for | 


the local. 

Contract witn the International 
Casino. N. Y.. which has been in ne- 
gotiation for several weeks, is be- 
lieved ready for signing within the 
next couple of days. 
sets minimums of $60 a week for 
principals and $40 for chorines, be- 
sides requirements as to working 
conditions, etc. 


Detroit Theatre Violinist | 


Sentenced to Prison 
Detroit, Dec. 19. | 

Michigan’s Jackson Prison got a 
new violinist for its orchestra for the 
next two to 14 years. Rudolph Ficht- 
ner, 52, was sentenced by Recorder’s 
Judge George Murphy for laying 
down a rubber check for $40. For 





may not| 


advantageous terms 


con- | 


York 


Understood it | 


more than 12 years Fichtner was 
| violinist in downtown theatres here. 

Previously given probation on an- 
| Other worthless check charge. 


Hub Chorines End 
Sit-In Strike On 


Doctor's Order 


Boston, Dec. 19. 

Four line girls gave up a five-day 
|stay-in strike at the Flamingo hotel 
here last Friday (15) on doctors’ or- 
‘ders after they had each received 
|$15 of the two weeks’ wages due 
them for an appearance at the ho- 
tel’s nitery. Hotel, placed under 
sheriff’s lock and key early last week, 
for a debt security, had no water, 
|lights or telephone connections for 
at least two days. 

By Friday the girls, Pauline Ty- 
(mon, Marienne Baxter, Florence 
| Ware and Betty Landon, were cold 
and hungry. The part payment of 
| back salaries permitted them moving 
to more habitable quarters. By 
week’s end it looked as if they would 
|have the pick of several offers from 
downtown clubs, cashing in on their 
publicity. 


‘TWO PITT PERFORMERS 
PULL A VANISHING ACT 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 19. 
Police throughout the east were 
asked last week to keep a lookout 

















for two local entertainers who dis- | 


appeared from their homes here, One 
| was Betty Johnson, half of nitery 
dance team of Billy and Betty John- 
son, who have been hoofing together 
since they were kids. Night after 
they closed an engagement at New 


|Penn, one of town’s leading night 
spots, gal pulled stakes from 


| mother’s home and hasn’t been heard 
,from since. Parent said she believed 
| Betty went tc New York, since she 
had been eager for some time to 
break away from her brother and do 
la single. 

Other to disappear was Joe E. Har- 
rison, known professionally as Tex, 
,and half of radio team of Tex and 
Ginger. His wife and partner said 
he pulled out with couple’s midget 
horse, family car and trailer. Team, 
who have been featured frequently 
on KDKA, also operate a Camp 
Horne roadhouse. 





Dancer Hurt as Guest 


Syracuse, Dec. 19, 
Injured while she was a guest and 
not in her previous role of enter- 


tainer, Margaret McCann, dancer, 
has filed suit for $3,000 against 


Luigi's Italian Village, nitery, as the 
result of a fal] she suffered there last 
May. 

Miss McCann, now at the 
sity Club, Albany, alleges 
suffered a 
back and 


Univer- 
that she 
concussion, a wrenched 
internal injuries, which 
kept her from working for many 
weeks, when she fell in the im- 
properly lighted lounge. 


New Femme Bouncer 





Dallas, Dec. 19. 
This Texas city has blossomed 
forth with its second female nitery 
bouncer in less than a year. 
Now it’s Wanda Faye, at the Nite 
Spot, who doubles as a hostess and a 
heaveroo. 


Chez Paree Show 
Chicago, Dec. 19 
Gerirude Niesen, Pau] Draper and 
Romo Vincent are set as headliners 
on new Chez Paree show opening 
Friday (22). 
Lou Breese’s orch holds over. 
Mary Parker and Billy Daniels 
moved back into Florentine Room of 
Beverly Wilshire Hotel on Coast, 
replacing Arthur Murray dancers. 








AFA’s Vote 


Continued from page 35 














mitted to the entire membership of 
the AFA as of July 14 for a referen- 
dum. 

It was also stated that Tom Kelly, 
head of AFA’s Philadelphia branch, 
along with local heads from Chicago, 
Frisco and Los Angeles, assured 
Whitehead from the floor that he had 
their support. 

The AFA is also conducting a bal- 
jot on whether the membership wants 
dissolution of the Death Benefit Fund, 
in which there’s said to be over 
$10,000. This note, in writing, ends 
Jan. 10, but it’s reported that the ma- 





Sues Nitery for $3,000: 


jority of ballots in thus far indicate 
|that the membership also wants the 
i DBF to continue. The DBF pays 
around $100 to the family of deceased 
|;members, but if it should be dis- 
solved and the funds divided equally, 
the membership would receive only 
$2 to $3 each. 

Whitehead presided at the meeting 
Friday. Later he stated that his only 
|future plans were to draw up the 
| national program as quickly as pos- 
| sible. 


| 
| 


| ‘ 
BAITING JACK LYNCH 
TO RUN PHILLY ARCADI 


Philadelphia, Dec. 19. 
| Jack Lynch, operator of the city’s 


' leading night spot atop the Hotel 
Walton, revealed Saturday (16) he 
has received ‘tempting offers’ to take 
‘over the management of the Arcadia- 
| International. His lease at the Wal- 
‘ton has until May to run, but hotel 
| officials are negotiating for a new 
| termer. With biz at a constant high 
| at the Walton, Lynch is loath to give 
it up to try running the Arcadia, 
| which is considered a hoodoo by 
nitery nabobs. 

The Arcadia was 











taken over by 


William Boothby Kugler last October 
,after it had been shuttered for 10 


months. Business has been poor and 


two weeks ago Kugler killed him- | 
self in his penthouse at the Ritten- | 


house Plaza. 


tertainers and musicians 
opened in May, 1938, until November, 
1939. He disclosed these figures at a 
hearing before the State Liquor Con- 
trol Board Thursday (14) on charges 
that liquor was sold after hours at 
| his spot. This case is the second ci- 


tation against Lynch’s cafe, the first 


Lynch has paid $378,755 for en- 
since he 


Sau 


KENT NAMED T0 
HEAD AGENT 
GROUP 


Bill Kent, band manager, was Jast 
week elected first president of the 
| Artists Representatives Assn., new 
‘organization of New York talent reps. 
| Other officers set were Charles J. 
| Freeman, Herman Bernie and Mark 
| Leddy, as v.p.s, and Samuel Shayon, 
jas secretary-treasurer. I. Robert 
|Broder was Officially designated at- 
'torney for the ARA. 

The 10 members of the governing 
| board of the ARA, which already has 
'60-odd agency members, elected the 

officials. They also decided on a 
change in the by-laws of the or- 
| ganization which will permit asso- 
'ciate agents a voice on the governing 
|board via the addition of two more 
|members from their ranks to this 

body. Associates, however, will not 
be permitted to vote at general mem- 

bership meetings. 

Idea behind not giving voting 
| power to the associates, who also pay 
| less dues than their employing agen- 
jcies, is not to throw the balance 
of power within the ARA to the 
larger offices. Latter employ any- 
where from two to six associates and 
could virtually control the associa- 
tion if their employees were also per- 
miited to cast a ballot. 

Of the officers, Kent, Bernie and 
Leddy are individual agents; . Free- 
man is general manager of Con- 
solidated Radio Artists, and Shayon 
‘is an exec of Fanchon & Marco. 
| It is expected that an effort will 
| be made this week to arrange contact 
with the American Guild of Variety 
Artists on a working agreement be- 
tween the agents and the actors 
union. Another immediate ster by 
the ARA will be an organizing drive 
to line up all of the agencies in 
N. Y. for membership. 


Seattle Also Has Agcy. 
Licensing; Bert Levey’s 


| Branch Mer. Arrested 


Seattle, Dec. 19. 
| Question of whether a theatrical 














| 











resulting in the suspension of his |pooking office is an employment 
| license, later compromised by the | agency of the common garden va- 


payment of a fine. New case was 
taken under advisement. 


Ranch, Seattie, Closes 





| After Gambling Ban “*, 


Seattle, Dec. 19. 
years’ operation, 
swank roadhouse 


| After 12 
Ranch, 


| riety, and thus subject to the license 

and restrictions of the Seattle city 
;ordinance governing employment 
| agencies, is behind the arrest of Len 


|Mantell, local manager for Bert 
i Levey offices. His case is set for 
police court tomorrow 


He’s out on $100 bail. 
The license fee is $100 per year, 
| with surety bond of $1,000.. Bernard 


The | Reiter, son of the late Carl Reiter, 
theatre- | for many years manager of Orpheum 


|club north of Seattle, has closed theatre, is attorney for Mantell. 


| down, 

| Gambling had once been permit- 
ted, but the new and young prosecut- 
ing attorney of Snohomish county, 
| where the Ranch is situated, has 


clamped down, This meant shutter- 


| ing the casino, and without that the | 


spot didn’t jell. Jules Buffano orch 
last played for the dancing and floor 
shows. 

Wanda Owens had been manager 
since the death of her husband in an 
auto accident last year. 


Marden’s Havana Casino 
Set for Teeoff Tomorrow 


Ben Marden has the talent set for 
the opening show at the Gran Casino 
Nacional, Havana, 
morrow (Thursday) under 
direction. 
| Acts set are Guili Guili, magician; 
The Townsends, ballroom team, and 
Hope Manning, singer. A line and 
showgirls augment these acts. 

lus the Casino, 
operating the adjoining race track, 
which tees off the same day. 


which bows to- 
Marden’s 





Spitalny’s Trail-Blazing 





Phil Spitalny’s Hour of Charm 
femme orch, after a week <:t the 
Olympic, Miami, starting Jon. 1, 
treks north through several towns 


that rarely get major stage shows. 
Following Atlanta, Spitalny plays 
Jacksonville, Fla. for two days; 
Birmingham, Ala., four days; Chat- 
tanooga, one night: Atlanta, one 
week, and Charlotte, N. C., two days. 
William Morris office agented. 


Marden is also'| 


Levey objects to employment 
| agency restrictions limiting commis- 
| sions to 5% maximum, which he says 
| would make it impossible to operate 
a booking agency. Levey also con- 
tends that his branch office here 
'merely moves the acts around, not 
| giving employment locally. 





Testing Nitery Tax 
Payoffs in Coast Suit 


Los Angeles, Dec. 19 
Baron Long and the Biltmore hotel 
filed a test suit to recover $6,971 
paid under protest to the Unemploy- 
ment Reserves Commission on sal- 
aries collected from the hotel by en- 

tertainers, 

Plaintiffs contend that entertainers 
are independent contractors and do 
| not come under the employer- 

| employe relationship of the URC. 





Marsh Montgomery More 
Magician Than Ventro 


Marshall Montgomery, the vet ven- 
| triloquist, probably set a traveling- 
working record starting Monday (18) 
| afternoon at 4:30, when he boarded 
a plane from N. Y. for Pittsburgh 
and wound up Tuesday working at 
an internal revenue men’s luncheon 
at the New Yorker hotel, N. Y. 

| In between, and following the 8 
p. m. cub date in Pittsburgh, Monte. 
|gomery hopped another plane and 
worked a Ford factory group’s dine 
ner in Detroit around 11 p. m. Mon- 
day. He landed back in N. Y. at 10 
a. m. Tuesday. 
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Meeker Ore 
Lane 


Paul 
Lorna 


Cardinal Club 
Jay Kurt Ore 

Chateau Club 
Btan Jacobson Ore 
Maxiey Gls 
Joknny Poat 
Thelma Ward 
Laurene Nevell 
Barney Starr 
Mata Monterla 
Zang & Todd 
Andre & Delphine 

Clover Club 


Jing Brynd Ore 
Faye Roberts 
Mury Kaye 


Cleo & Ruth 
2 Coeds 
Rick & Snyder 


Club Forest 
Virginia Grey 
Berdine Dickson 
Helen Kaye 
Vera Welsh 
Mickey Goldman 

Club Madrid 


Cookie Harding 
Arturo & Evelyn 
Edina Enrico 
Ellen Kaye 
Cleo & Ruth 
Sally Joyce 
Wally Johl 
Arnold Stein 
Kay & Wally 
Club Terris 
Gordon Gensch 
Mona Henderson 
Ethel Warren 
Phil Westin 
Dale & Dale 
Jean Renard 
June Hiurley 
Edith Rae 
Congo Club 
Randolph & R 
Christine Mayberry 
Irma Wagner 
Yv Broadway 
Cristana Buckner 
Morton Brown 
Leonard Gay Ore 
Cornles Ship 


Or 


Ore 


onne 


Ren Doe Ore 
Ralph Lewis 
Louls Streeter 
Ailen Dunn 
Zastrow & Wells 
Devines Eagles 
Ace Brigode 
Bob Martin 
Bob tiarrity 
Glorta Gale 
Rick & Snyder 
Mamile'’s Grotto 
Gus Brhley Ore 
Hotel Schreeder 
(Empire Room) 


re 


Ore 


Steve Swedish Ore 
Prince Selandia 
Grace T>ryvsdale 
Karl Ratsch’s 
Willie Keller Ore 
Irma Brahn 
Lakota’s 
Bobby Stuart 
Jullianne Desmond 
Billy Lamont 
Blue Room 3 
Mildred Seelby 
Bernice Barns 
Marie Kecky 
Lindy’s 
Priscilla Leeds 
Frances Parker 
Sylv'ter Stambaugh 


Miami Club 
GretylIn Gest 
Roberta Baker 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village 
Otto Thurn Ore 
Arno & Arnette 
Martha Lee 
Alpinettes (6) 
Margaret Aemmer 
Herman Pirchner 

Avalon 
Hy Barron Ore 
Bankoft & Cannon 
Marlyn Brittain 

ay *razis ( 3) 
George Eve rett Hale 
Thelma Sloan 


Airway Club 
Troy Singer Ore 
Judy Black 
. Cedar Gardens 

word i” i 
Chieit elvin Ore 
Mian Youn 
Harvey « Ethel 
Louls Deppe 
Chateau 
Chaiken Ore 
Edw’ ds, Allen 
arriette ¢ ross 


9 College Inn 
‘Orman Brill Oro 


Chick 
Lane 
H 








Johnny Davis Ore 


Oasis 


Rert Bailey Ore 
Snooks Hartman 
Old lieidelberg 
fddie Zipp Ore 
Donna LuPau 
Nonie Morrison 
Louls Streeter 
Bobbie Rae 
Tommy ONeal 
Patsy Mack 
Sandra Lynn 
Ray Van Day 
Plantation Club 
Bert Balley Ore 
Mary Webb 
Plantation 6 
Brown & Lyons 
Hunky Brown 
Buddy Tentier 
3 Jokers 
Keno 
Biff Blake Ore 
Vivian Hotter 
Rusty Banka 
Ann Gregg 
Alma Williams 
Helen Claire 
Jean Hamilton 
Romona Brownvill 
Hal White 
Scaler’s 
Tony Bauer Ore 
Genevieve Woods 
Gordon Walters 
Jessie & Viola 
Bing Burdick 
Roma Costello 
Dolores Lamar 
Nancy O'Bien 
706 Club 
Bobby Maynard Or 
Cab Horvath 
Teddy Capp 
Schwartz 
Dodo Rate 
Ray Wick 
Irene Griggs 
Claude Parmenter 
State Gardens 
Earl Rigg Ore 
Irene Schrank 
Anita Allen 
Eddie Kube 
Flo Bell 
Betty Lane 
Jean Jacques 
Jack & Jill 


Tic Top Tap 


Joey Feldstein Ors 
Ken Leslie 
Harriet Cross 
Martin & Marvel 
Jay Jason 

Jane Mathews 
Jackie Green 





hman Or 





and 
Club 
Skorech Ore 
Powell 
lsurke 
Savage 

Jack Farrell 

Eve Evon 

Rav Wencill 

Gail Varker 
Wirth’s Futuristic 
Schweitzer Ore 
Pe k exer 
Vs llie Jay Ore 
Maureen Rosay 
gan & Mann 
Wisconsin Roof 
Fran Meekin Or¢ 
Clyde Ta 
Tom Sheridan 


Town Country 
Benny 
Lurry 
irene 
hielen 


cas wre 


Cappy Lewis 
Arnold Dupre 
Maxine HBeguette 
Lee Leighton 


Duke Fredericks 
Sid Jacobs 
Roberta Green 
Sammy Burke 
Jockey Wilson 
Ed Mathews 
Esther Jacobs 
Freddie's Cafe 
Tony Emma Ore 
Velva Nalley 
Jackie Cornell 
Kddie Barnes 
Pearl Magley Line 


Gourmet Club 
KE Robinson Ore 
Bill Lockman 

Hanna Grille 
Mona Marli 
Lenny Colyer 
Evelyn Dietz 
Pete Zuma 

Hotel Allerton 


Pat Ryan 
Al Lerner 


Hotel Cleveland 


} 
I 
| Vera 





Everett Hoagland 
Walt Bergen Orc 


Teter Higgins 
Lytle Sis 

Bromley Sis 
Libby Langford 
Hark Thomas Ore 


Corktown Tavern 


Nelson Thomason 
Gleria Reed 
Bill & Joan Swor 


Madelyn Lewis 

Orlando 

Elien Way 

Dick Haviland 

Eddie Bratton Ore 
Club Imperial 

4 Gingerettes 

Norman Priest 

sid Ward 

Jean Russell 

Nub Brown Ore 

London Chop House 

Jolly Frairs Ore 

Ethel Sheperd 


Iiavenero 4 

Pura Reyes 

Carlos Espino 

Main Street Club | 

Frank Sidney Ore 
Mayfair 

Smitty 

Lester & Petty Reat 

Tex Gailor 

Jo & Eddie Bayto 

Phil Olsen Ore 
Morocco 


Ren Omar 
Judith Lawton 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Coliseum 
Jack Kane's Ore 
Commodore 





K Davenport Or (5) 
Arthur Murray Dan} 
Curly’s 


I. McNabb Ore (4) 
Jimmy Hegg 
Nadja Leah 
Pearl Fern 
Carroll Sis 
Happy Hour 
Gordie Bowen O (8) 
Madelyn Joyce 
Marlowe Sis 
Lounge Pierre 
(9) 


& Co 


ec 





ev Olsen Ore 
Betty LeMar | 
Marigold | 
Hurst (12) | 
Midway Gardens 


F Bow B (6) 


SYRA 


Candee 
Leon Royky Ore 
Irving Jacobs 
Northern Flashes 
Mary Dorn 
Madge Pay 
Marge & C 
Club Irving 
Pieri's Ore 
Antoine & 
tonita 
Jerry Dal 
tita Dela 
Greenwich Village 
Anton Cotton Ore 
hida Loy 
vena Holl 


| 
Burnett | 
| 


Cec Ore 


ll’'s Or 


Club | 
| 
| 
| 
} 


ne 


Inn’ ham 


Dub 


arry 


6 


no 


Arlene Guest 
Kay Hans 
therine 


en 


brent 


| Clarence 


Giovanni 
Barbara Parks 
Lew Fidler Ore 
Redford Inn 
Don Miller Ore 
Vocalians 
Club Royale 
Eddie Peabody 
Dione Denise 
Demar & Denise 
Dorothy Crooker 
Rovalettes 
Danny Demetry Orc 
Saks 
Trudy Chandler 
Bud Sweeney 
Mage & Carr 
Pol Mars (6) , 
George Kavanagh O 
San Diego 
4 Adorables 
Nancy Leslie 
Marty Wayne 
Val Setz 
George Presnell 
Al Alexander Ore 
Statler Hotel 
(Terrace Room) 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Raul & Eva Reyes 
Whittier Hotel 
(Gold Cup Room) 
‘Guv’ Welch 
Jim Deland 
llarry Jenkins 
Byron Richards 


AND ST. PAUL 


Minnesota Terrace 
B Chester Ore (14) 
Edna & J Torrence 
Dolores O'Neill 
Al Stuart 
Arthur Murray 
Monte Cuthbert 
President 
Al Wehte 
Tom Allen 
Sheldon Gray 
Joy Bennett 
Tiny Crawford 
Silver Tray 
Bellman Ore (5) 
St. Paul Hotel 
Hwd ‘Playboys’ (4) 
Terrace Cafe 
Or (12) 


Dan 


Ore (5) 


oO 


Art Mooney 
Jean Shailer 
Tony Dion 
Jack Unger 
Sauls 


& Lee 


1? le 
Avanay 


Stuart 


CUSE 

Kay's 
ilman 
Jacobs 
Marcely 
Labelle 
Martin 


W 


Peggy 


Geo Orc 


Chicki 
adys 


bianca 


Gl 


Lincoln Inn 


Jack's Swingsters 
Prison Inn 
Mal Noble Ore 
Geo & B Garden 
Dan Welianey 
Town Club 
i} Don Smith Orc 
Parisian Divor 
Tommy Regis 
| Silvia Brown 
Vera Francouer 


PITTSBURGH 


Penge | 


Morten 
leane 


Hughie Onc 
Maynard 
Arlington Lodge 
Dale Somers Ore 
Balconades 
Rodgers Ore 
Bill Green's 


Ore 


Bart 


Phil Levant 
Gale Robbins 
Don Gardoni 
Club Belmont 
Eddie Schaeffer Or 
Marty Miller 
Jean Martin 
Edith Morgan 
Jack Lecke 
Club Petite 
Piccolo Pete Ore 
Aloha Dean 
Mabel Herold 
Flo Parker 
Eddie Morris 
Bernie Lambert 


Eileen Kane 
Harlem Casino 
Sunset Royal Ore 


Froshine 
Jellia Smith 
Ralph Brown 
Genevieve Glover 
Karle & Frances 
Faye & Jimmy 
Myrtle Wilson 
Dewey Taylor 
Hotel Henry 
(Silver Grill) 
Nelson ple Ore 
Ray Catizone 
Billy Rizzo 
Sam Shomberger 
(Gay 90's) 
Dorothy Nesbitt 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Idlers 
Hotel Schenley 
Howdy Baum Orc 
Jean Boaz 
Buzz Aston 
Joe Bilotto 





Ray Stiles a ‘o » 

. t ote m Penn 
Pit ag Bap wane (Chatterbox) 
Entertainers Club | Johan y eta A se 
Danny Mason Ore oe t . mundson 

| Ete sen oung 
Evergreen Gardens | cwode Nielsen 
Joe Cole Ore | Trusty & O'Connor 
Don Venture (Continental Bar) 
' Lenka Toldi Billy Catizone 





| ment 
| Kansas 
|}ing all details as to distribution, 


;name is not 





| of 


creditor for more than $10,000 and 
the time the loan was made. Pro- 
testing this, Columbia declares the 
question is too broad in scope; that 
it seeks confidential information; 
would be harmful to the company, 
and an aid to competitors. The same 


objections are interposed to a de-| 


mand for the gross 


income from 


1935-1938 with the approximate gross | 


for production, distribution and ex- 


hibition, plus the total net profit or | 


loss. 


The request for a division of all | 


features from 1930-1938 into four 
classes as to cost was deemed an im- 
proper classification of pictures by 
Columbia, and not reflecting the po- 
sition of the company. 

The total film rentals in the U. 
S. in the 1936-37 season, taking the 
five films selected by the Govern- 
for New York, Philadelphia, 
City, and Atlanta, and 
was 
to be too much of an ex- 
interference with their busi- 
ness, and that Columbia does not 
know which theatres are affiliated 
and which are not. The same ob- 
jection was interposed as to shorts. 
Also the same _ objections were 
brought forward on the U. S. re- 
quest for a listing of each theatre 
> ap Columbia product in 1936-37 
with the dates of the opening of the 
picture, the length and type of run, 
rental received, and contract terms 
as to clearance, etc. 

Lastly Columbia declares it does 
not want to list the name of the 
| executive of the company who will 
supply the information they are will- 
ing to give, as they are incapable 
of giving a definite answer, 
material to the 


claimed 
pense, 


issue. 





Report Minnesota, Mpls., 


Will Squawk to the Gov’t. 


Minneapolis, Dec. 19. 
Reports persist here that, because 
inability to obtain major screen 
product, the independently operated 


|4,000-seat Minnesota theatre is sched- 


Par tee 


.#¥ 


samuel 


uled to shutter immediately after the 


| by the estate (the Elton Co.) if it 


list- | 


| discussed in any official way yet. 


case of the Linden theatre vs. the | ducer-owner partners in UA, Gold- 


local Rome and Durkee nabe chains,| wyn has been with the company 
also i.@olving clearance, zoning and! since 1925. For the first two 
protection, would be called at an/years he was just an independent 


early date. 


Fairbanks 


Continued from page 3 Suit Started in March 
is expected at that time that the four Goldwyn’s dissension with UA 
remaining partners—Mary Pickford, | first broke into the open with the 
Charlie Chaplin, Alexander Korda | filing of his suit last March. This 
and Goldwyn—will buy in Fair-| revealed that he and his partners 
banks’ holdings. They may be held | had been in disagreement since Jan- 
j}uary when the other four—Mary 


producer on the lot, being handed 
'a one-fifth share of the stock to be- 
|come an owner-member by unani- 
; mous vote of the other four partners 
{on Oct. 13, 1927. 














chooses, but cannot be sold except to! Pickford, Alexander Korda, Charles 
the other four partners. No ob- | Chaplin and the late Douglas Fair- 
stacle is expected as Dennis F.!banks—unanimously overrode Golde 


O’Brien, attorney for Fairbanks and | wyn’s formal objections to new con- 
his estate is also member of coun- | tractual product arrangements with 


for UA. 'Fairbanks and Korda; and _ also 
Wanger a Factor Also unanimously overrode his lone dis- 
Whether these shares would be senting vote against the adoption of 


turned over to Capra and Riskin is 
a point which, of course, hasn’t been 
It | 
is merely in the realm of possibility. | 


the ‘Silverstone Plan’ for reducing 
distribution costs as an incentive to 
‘outside producers.’ 

Aside from the time-to-time ad- 


' Other UA producers are also under- ditions of ‘outside producers,’ to 
stood, however, to have a desire to which Goldwyn objected, his prin- 
buy into the ownership—particularly cipal sore point is the situation 


; sible he would get first crack. 


and the | 


| ander Korda have in the past each | of Goldwyn, 


Walter Wanger—and it is very pos-| wherein he, the most active-pro- 
| ducer-owner, should have to share 
Situation may be changed, too, by}UA_ profits with Miss Pickford, 
events during the next few weeks Chaplin and the late Fairbanks who 
as the result of Goldwyn’s with- | were virtually inactive for years. 
drawal of his future product from| Last February and at numerous 
UA. Distrib company is demanding | times since, the other stockholders 
that he return his stock if he pulls | have offered to let Goldwyn step out 
out. It is not expected that he will of his contract on the condition that 
pass his shares over, however, with- | he turn back his stock, for which he 
out a considerable struggle through | paid nothing. They contend that he 
the courts, which may take several | should take nothing out but his earn- 


years. ings and assets he acquired himself. 
No actual price tag can be placed | Goldwyn refuses to give up the 

, on the stock, as it has never been on | stock. 

| the market, but Goldwyn and Alex-! Roosevelt has withdrawn as v.p. 


Inc., to be active in his 


offered $2,000,000 for a one-fifth in- | own unit, but remains as prez of the 
terest in the company. Golc iwyn, Studios, job which he took 

Capra and Riskin have set up over a little more than a week ago. 
headquarters on the Selznick lot. Latter concern is merely a studio op- 
They have on their schedule, as a erating company and has no connec- 
probable first production after a tion with Goldwyn’s film-producing 
distribution deal is set, ‘The Life and corporation. Roosevelt went with 
Death, of John Doe,’ story by Rich- Goldwyn in December, 1938, at a re- 
ard Connell and Robert Presnell. ported salary of $750 a week. 
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STATE, N. Y. 


(Continued from page 16) 
tion. Follows with an ape imitation 
and then ‘A Cuban going nuts, 
which is meaningless. 
up with a flash bit of twisting a gal’s 
legs, rather surprising. Best that can 
be said about the entire act is that 
there is a lot of it. 
from complete skid by shortness of 
the bits and resulting speed. Ly: 

Estelle Taylor, in the deuce, is In- 
troduced by the breathless Wells. 
Miss Taylor sopranoes ‘Summertime, 
‘Beguine’ and ‘Smoke Gets In Your 
Eyes’ effectively. Her name is also 
good for a salvo. 

Rimac band, from the standpoint 
of music and entertainment is a4 
nifty. They've just returned from a 
South American tour and, although 


the name will mean little for the jit- | 


terbug trade, it's bound to catch on 


for big general audience pulling 
power. Band, in native costume, 1s 


extremely colorful and its entire por- 


tion of the show moves with almost |! 


breath-taking speed. 

Consists of 11 men playing a com- 
bination of standard American in- 
struments and such native rhythm- 


makers as the jawbone of an ass. | 
Singing and dancing is continuous, | 
being provided by maestro Ciro; his | 


son,. Charlie Boy, and two femmes, 
Chiquita and Conchita) Both the 
latter are lookers, exuding s.a. Some 
of their rolls and tosses, however, are 


slightly south of the border for 
family trade. 
Ciro, in addition to leading the 


band and dancing with the gals, also 
m.c.s with Charlie. What he says is 
hardly intelligible, but it makes lit- 
tle difference. He demonstrates a 
‘Samba’ rhythm while warbling a 
tune with the self-sacrificing title, 


‘For You I Will Break My Neck.’ | 


Charlie provides comedy and orch 


blowoff. 
Biz fair when caught. 


STATE, HARTFORD 


Hartford, Dec, 17. 
Jimmie Lunceford Orch 
Jimmy Young, Dan Grissom, Billie 


Herb. 





Holiday, Billy & Ann, Son & Sonny, | 


Swan, Lee & Jackson, Sam Kaplan, 
House Orch; ‘Smuggled Cargo’ 
(Rep). 





This show doesn’t compare favor- 
ably with the house standard. 
Jimmie Lunceford’s 
and Sonny hold up their end of the 


bill but remainder fails to hold pace. | 


An over-abundance of vocalists 
tends toward too much sameness, 
the major fault with the 
Maestro carries three male vocalists 
in the band 
plus Swan, Lee and Jackson also 
handle tunes. 

Following an overture by the 


house pit band, the Lunceford ag-| 


gregation swings out from behind 
closed curtains. Outfit dispenses 
with a nice mixture of jive and 
sweet, with emphasis on the former. 
Group makes its appeal not only to 
the auditory but to the visual senses 
as well. Uses an effective white 
backdrop set off with sharps and 
flats. Lighting is good. 

First turn out is Billy and Ann, 


mixed tap team, who get by with| 
Billie Holi- | singer, 
day is better fitted for night club| 


some standard terping. 


work than for a large house of this 
type. Intimacy of her songs and 
presentation is thus lost. A semi- 
risque song, though getting a good 
Tesponse, isn’t fit for a family house 
Such as this. Also, it is out of place 


with the theme of the divertissement, | 


which is non-sophistication. 

Swan, Lee and Jackson get by with 
some comedy patter and three-part 
harmony. Unbilled, Son and Sonny, 
are top applause gatherers. They 


lead off with nifty unison tapping, | 


then break off for fast challenge 
work. 
Jimmy Young and Dan Grissom, 


both from the band, plus an un- 
billed crewman, vocal to nice re- 
turns. Trio come back as part of 


a quartet for more vocalizing. An 
unobstrusive showman, Lunceford 
BZives several instrument specialists 
an opportunity before the mike. 

At show caught, Sunday night (17), 
biz good. Eck. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Dec. 15. 
Orrin Tucker Orch, Bonnie Baker, 
Phil Patton, Paul Sydell, Jeanne 
ele Bodyguards; ‘Cafe Hostess’ 
Ou). 











A year ago Orrin Tucker’s band 
eame from Chicago to play this house 
and took the audience by surprise, 


revealing one of the smartest show | 


bands to come to town. This time, 
with his recent Coast nitery buildup 
behind him, and the success of the 
*Oh Johnny’ waxing giving him an- 
other boost, plus the plugging of 
CBS, he had the populace waiting 
for him. Present engagement is the 
only theatre date on his books. 
Outfit is neatly garbed in black 


mess jackets. In addition to the 
four rhythm, three fiddles, three 
saxcs and three brass, a singing 


group, the Four Bodyguards, is on 
the stand throughout. 
sections are introduced in the open- 
ing number, ‘Why Don’t You Practice 


ie i LA aes: | 


| band 


Turn winds | 


| Blanche 


It's saved only | 


'sleeclub ‘Gettin’ Sentimental.’ 


; h , : | ola Underwood, 
gives a neat impression of American 


swing with ‘Hold That Tiger’ for the | 





with | 


| of which is a bell-ringer aren’t built 
j}up with any 


crew and Son! 


| tain mental group. 
layout. | 


while Billie Holiday | 


| During this and several subsequent 


| who do little more than stand around 


| 
| 








| Viola Underwood, 
The various | 


SMA PE ahd SE SR 


Sax,’ an original tune in which 
Tucker states his ambition to be a 
fireman, policeman, etc., with the 
telling him to stick to his 
music. 

The Bodyguards follow with ‘Little 
Man Who Wasn't There. Jeanne 
breaks up the music with 
two neatly done tap numbers. Girl 


is a 


sponse. 

Phil Patton, drummer, sings over- 
ture, encoring with an imitation of 
Charles Laughton and a gag. Orch 
then does ‘Day In—Day Out, ‘My 
Last Goodbye,’ which has Tucker on 
the sax, and ‘Jumpin’ Jive.’ 

Paul Sydell and his dog, Spotty, 
win a round of mitt slaps for the 
neat balancing tricks of the canine. 
Latter does paw stands from master's 
hands, arm and head. ; 

Tucker sings a medley, including 
‘Been Looking for Love,’ ‘How Many 


Times’ and ‘I Need Lovin,’ with audi- 
i ence, 


asking for more. He has a 
pleasant voice. 

Entire orch comes down front to 
Fol- 
lows with novelty medley of drink- 
ing songs, in which they do a smooth 
routine with lighted mugs. 

Bonnie Baker gets plenty good re- 
turns with her songs. . 

Bodyguards wind up on ‘All in 
Favor Say Aye.’ Tucker and Miss 
Baker joining them. 

Both floors filled at show caught 





APOLLO, N. Y. 


Bunny Berigan Orch, George Wilt- 
shire, Lillian Fitzgerald, Apus & Es- 
trelita, Al Hylton, Sandy Burns, Vi- 
House Line (18); 
‘The Escape’ (20th). 








With the exception of Bunny Ber- 
igan’s band, which toots hot and | 
somewhat unvaried jive for the con- | 
cluding portion of this over-long 
bill, the current show at this Harlem | 
vaudfilmer leans heavily on filth. | 

Show itself is tmdifferently pre-| 
sented. Not really staged in the ac- 
cepted sense of the word, but merely 
tossed together with little thought 
of compactness, pace or develop- 
ment. The individual acts, not one 


of a conclusive 
peak and they're sandwiched be- 
tween a succession of ensemble 
dance numbers that are poorly con- 
ceived and insufficiently rehearsed. 
What laughs there are depend on 
the anatomical or bathroom variety; 
so, the comedy appeals only to a cer- 


idea 


For some reason not evident, Beri- | 
gan’s orchestra plays the first half 
of the show from behind a curtain, 
a usual procedure here with guest 
bands. Nitery set is used, with 
the acts seated at tables on which 
are globe lights used in the first 
number, to ‘Two Cigarets in the 
Dark,’ presently working into spe- 
cial off-color lyrics by the chorus. 


numbers, there are not only those at 


| the tables but also a sort of m.c., a 


male vocalist and a couple of others 





in front of the curtain—upstage to | 
distract attention. 

Lillian Fitzgerald (New Acts), hot 
shouts two numbers and 
manages to do a couple of brief 
kicks despite the dress not suited to 
that sort of stuff. She then returns 
with George Wiltshire (who gives 


her a massaging during the second | 


chorus) and vocals ‘You’re a Lucky 


Guy,’ leading into another ensemble | 
Six male tappers dressed | 
as waiters hoof a mild stanza dur-| 


routine. 


ing her turn. 
Apus and Estrelita 


all of it loaded with smut. 


Most of their gags are 
apparently on the 
familiar theory that if they can’t be 
good they can be good and 
Dances are ordinary except for some 
very raw wriggling by Estrelita, 
which turns the act into men’s 
smoker stuff. 


Al Hylton (New Acts) gets across | 


an effective, well done magic rou- 
tine, sticking to pulling various ob- 
jects out of different-sized  col- 
lapsible boxes. Ensemble fan dance 
follows, with Estrelita on for a flash 
in a nudie getup, but it’s badly 
staged since it puts her on a bright- 


|ly-lighted full stage crowded with) 
| other performers, 


long. 


Most vulgar turn of the show fol- | hand-sitting tactics. Vets and others, | 


lows, a fake mind-reading act, with | 
a gal onstage, Wiltshire circulating 
through the audience and Apus and | 


Sandy Burns in opposite boxes as| with Terry 


hecklers. 

Berigan’s (Band Reviews) portion | 
of the bill follows. With a 14-man/| 
crew (including himself), the leader | 
turns out half-a-dozen or so sizzling | 
numbers, 

Danny Richards is the regular vo- | 
calist, but sings only a single num- 
ber, ‘My Prayer.’ His upper notes 
are alright, but the lower tones are 
weak. Richards and the bandsmen| 
are the show’s only okays. Has an| 
€asy manner and passable diction. | 
a hefty Negro 


| contralto, also appears with the 
| band, drawing a sizeable response 
i for several blues tunes. Hobe, 


looker in addition to possessing | 


: a oe | 
capable hoofs, and wins a nice re-| 


cartwheels while spinning lasso, and 


drums and Hammond organ. 
jing a hot opener, they go into ‘18th 


|columns as line appears in blue and | 
|silver chiffon for swing minuet with | 


whose name means little to the audi- | 
}ence, on downstage vibraphone and | 
nabs smash returns. 


‘their ‘big broadcast of 1940. 
excellent 


;} theme songs make ‘em sit up im- | 


scores with Fifi Dorsay impersona- 
|tion, and Ross takes it again to do 
complete Popeye Cartoon sound ef- 


| talk, exiting to a rowdy finish. 


|ping, replete with plenty of ‘yippees,’ 
|}and fall back around Three Arnolds, 
whose 
{when gal 
through bottom pair of legs, up other 
| side, and then is followed by guy in 
the middle—are received well. 
| plause 
| finale at this show. 
on for flash rope twirling and mass 
bow of entire cast for the bow-off. | 





(New Acts), | 
| mixed pair, are on next for a lengthy 
| session of songs, dances and comedy, 
Apus is | 
the eccentric comic to her sexy| 
| straight. 
standard blues from burlesque. Pair | 
| yell every line, 


loud. | 


| house 


| Plunket then sings more of the songs 


And she stays too | 


slightly. 


EARLE, WASH. 


show is smooth. 


Washington, Dec, 17. 
Huoh Conover, Jack Dalton, Nash 
& Evans, Milt Herth Trio, Ross & 
La Pierre, Three Arnolds, 16 Roxy-'! 
ettes; ‘Amazing Mr. Williams’ (Col. 


team back for several bows. 


Don Wright's house band (9) 


newsreel and short features. 


nearly full when 
ql). 


KEITH’S, BOSTON 


House line is back after six-week Norm. 
vacation, with return of gals, whose 
full-year’s run made 'em a local in- 
stitution, grabbing plenty local space. 
They’re used not only in two mass 
hoofing spots, but provide sock back- 








ground for Milt Herth Trio, are used Boston, Dec. 14. 

‘cleverly in atmospheric introduc- Catherine Westfield, Frank and 
tions of acts and for decorative | Jeqgn Hubert, Eton Boys (4), Senator 
chores. Theatre also is successfully | Murphy, Honey Family (6), Larry 
|trying plan of having local radio an-! piint House Orch; ‘Scandal Sheet’ | 


‘nouncer, Hugh Conover, seated at pit | 
|mike to handle straight announce- 
/ ments. 

Show gets under way with elab- 
|orate overture, featuring Jack Dal- 
ton, local radio cowboy, second ‘Sta- 


(Col) and ‘If I Had a Million (Par), 
dual. 


-—_—_—_——— 


although he should cut the — 


Carl and Faith Simpson's marionet 
Finale, imitation of 
a couple of colored jitterbugs, brings 


rounds out the bill along with the 
House | 


j ‘Heritage of the Desert’ (Par), 
caught Monday is | 


===» 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


Lucky Millinder Orch (16) 


Trevor Bacon; Buck & Bubbles. ase 


Brown, Berry Bros, (3), Trane 
| Band (7), Edwards _ Sisters Or 
’ 


Lucky Millinder is teaching Brook. 
lyn how to lead a band in the most 
strenuous way here this week, and in 
front of his pier. satisfying out. 
fit is part of the cream of Harlem's 
entertainment. Tabbed ‘Black and 
Tan Revue,’ the unit drew healthy 
response when caught, last show 
opening night (Thursday), playing to 
fair biz. : 





There’s so much show that the 


| band gets only two chances, both 


well handled. It opens the hour 
stage end in the correct groove with 
a speedy selection, albeit brassy due 


No standouts in this lineup, but! to mikes being set to high. that ; 
the blend produces satisfactory en-| at sets a 


receptive mood, and follows with 


tertainment. | Trevor Bacon at the opposite 

. . >, > . ks ¥ a ’ va " . F «< s ex- 
tion WJSV-Earle Find-of = — Senator Murphy is ace-billed, tak-/ treme in tempo, vocaling ‘Going 
een a SCO OOY Bare ven. | ing the semi-final spot for his session | Home.’ Lighting at this point is par- 
| ‘Silver on Sage mse ay Pi po of topical chatter framed in a phoney | ticularly ‘good, bandstand Awa 
peore Fg kd — - 2 were political campaign speech. Par ye last | silhouetted against red flood back. 
| Wa See OM os a St | time around Murphy has added some! prounding are RE ee By. 
|Mountie costumes for smooth pre- | phy | frounding. Bacon does his okay bit 


cision tap and marching routine to | 


| on the other hand he repeats some 
garner sock applause. 


of his old line. 


Nash and Evans take it next to |New York traffic cops in towers, thus 
,open with amusing patter. Working | dating the comedy. Sustains chortles 


| through neat acrobatic tap, Nash fol- 


most of the way, however, and earns 


f : {lows with solo rope twirlins and} his encore 
iday y ine on_ sidewalk oe ; a4 1a , 
fad 4g at end of third | $488; Sal returns for rope dance The Huberts and the Honeys give 
| performance Kiley. | Specialty highlighted by one-hand | out a lot of acro dancing and tum- 


bling, playing deuce and closing, re- 


pair finish strong, leaping back and | gnectively. Drunk dance and pan- 
forth together through big loop. tomime of the Huberts click as 
Then the Herth Trio, at piano,| usual. Six Honeys open with pre- 


Finish- | cision dancing hightlighted by unison 
backflips, then go into a very good 
acro-tumbling session on the long 
carpet. 
men as mounts give it a nice flillip. 
From a triple mount one of the boys 
| backflips to the shoulders of a girl. 

Eton Bovs register okay as a vocal 
quartet, opening with ‘Lady's in 


catchy rhythm arrangement is in- 
creased in effectiveness by lifting of 
drop to reveal blue-lighted white | 


| 
Century Drawing Room,’ whose soft, | 
| 


trick hesitations. 
goes into a 


then 
classic, | 


; Drummer 
straight light 


Trio finish hot | 
with ‘Pagan Love Song.’ 

Ross and La Pierre follow with 
Ross’ | 
imitations, vocally, of | 
Busse and Clyde McCoy’s 


to the con- 
smartly ar- 


hints 
swingy, 


giving 
testants. 


general 
A 


gets a good response. The encore is 

‘Tiger Rag’ with a_ special intro. 

Comedy interpolations are so-so. 
Catherine Westfield and her 


Henry 


|mediately, and succession of nut} 

|}commercial announcements, vocal | tty = he > . a nn elgg 4 
guitar and banjo imitations keeps - ar ro te nee . eg Poe - — 1] 

\’em giggling throughout. Femme | Umba and waltz ge ales scott egal 


ing, then a Joe Brown marionet; a 


of all is the finale—Donald Duck on 


fects alone. They join in ‘St, Louis | rollers. Some rather realistic effects 
Blues,’ mixing in instrumental imita- | produced here. 
\tions—all_yocally—and nut double|, Larry Flint house band has a 


bright overture, using a medley of 
‘rain’ tunes and featuring fiddle, 
brass and reed groups. Fox. 


MINNESOTA, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Dec. 16. 


Line fills full stage for cowgirl tap- 


three-high 


antics—especially 
crawls 


down one side, 


Ap- 
through | 
Nash and Evans | 


lasted continually 


Cirillo Bros. (3), Lowe, Hite & 
Stanley, Jack Malerich House Orch 
(18); ‘Calling All Marines’ (Rep). 


Biz okay. Craig. 





With the current bill curtailed to 
three acts, probably because of pre- 
Christmas budgetitis, the house's 
orchestra, line of girls and m.c. play 
a larger part in the proceedings than 
usual, going across niftily. 

On the elevated platform, Jack 
Malerich conducts the 18-piece or- 
Wright’s House Orch. | chestra, from the organ, through a 

biviharsied | stirring rendition of the ‘Orpheus’ 

te 2 | overture. For his organ solo he re- 

Holding over from last week, Al/ views the 1939 hit tunes and his ef- 
Plunket again headlines a solid pro-| forts are well received. 

gram. | The acts are again playing in front 

A seal act, Capt. Spiller, booked! of the orchestra this week. Glyde 
for the week, ran into immigration | 


Snyder, m.c., brings out the 12 at- 
and couldn’t get into Canada, hence | tractive Minnesota Co-Eds for a fast 
a local tumbling act, the Three Aces, 


: L tap. The Karolis, man and woman, 
was rushed in at the last minute.| then do click balancing. Atop a 
Latter, while not particularly pol- 


L, ' steel pole on the man’s shoulder, the 
ished impress favorably, with the | woman disports herself acrobatically. 


Playhouse, Winnipeg 








Winnipeg, Dec. 13. 

Al Plunket, Carl and Faith Simp- | 
son, Bill Baldwin, Terry & Walker, | 
Nixon & Sans, Three Aces, Don 


main difficulty being an apparent! Later, she stands on her head on 

need for experience. the top rung of a ladder balanced | 
Plunket bows the show on by on his feet, and, for a climax, he 

toasting the Winnipeg Blue Bombers, | swings her from a pole at breakneck 

Still hot from winning the Dominion | speed. 

football championship. Don Wright’s Demonstrating proficiency for 


crew, On stage, then plays 
‘Blue and Gold,’ composed for the 
team by Alan Caron, local organist.| tunes, finishing with a whacky ar- 
rangement of ‘Lazybones.’ 
himself does a bit of classy key 
tickling during the jive  activi- 
ties. Fora ‘surprise’ offering, Dianna 
McDonald is introduced as being 
direct from the films and Earl 


that made 


him a name in Canada 
with the 


war-time soldier concert 
parties, Latter winds up in a com- 
munity sing, Plunket garnering | 
heavy mitt-slaps all along with ex- 
ception of the sing, where response 
was only fair when caught. But 


sings, but not well. 
then again, locals are well known for K 


Knockabout hillbilly comedy and 
clowning are among the stock in 
trade of the three Cirillo Bros., last 
here with Earl Carroll’s ‘Vanities.’ 
Their general tomfoolery is inter- 
'spersed with some first-rate precision 
and dance team, rating high in ap-| dancing. They garner plenty of 
preciation. Act's forte is the gal,| laughs as well as much deserved ap- 
with boy keeping her well out in! plause, the latter, in particular, for 
front all the way. Nixon and Sans,| their hoofing. 
another mixed act, relying chiefly on! Peggy Johnson, of the chorus, has 
gag comedy material, maintain the! her inning during a Dutch wocden- 
pace. Blowoff burlesques of Charlie | shee clog dance number by the line. 
McCarthy and bubble dancer have | Another male comedy threesome are 
em yelling for more. Act would go! Lowe, Hite and Stanley, giant, 
better if femme cut her song! midget and formal-sized males. 
routine—it has the payees groaning.| The finale has the Co-Eds manip- 

Bill Baldwin, of radio, shows off! ulating dolls in a novel dance con- 
sound-effect equipment, backing it tribution, while Snyder 
up with smooth chatter that’s okay | about with a dummy attached to his 
for lay man audiences but to a radio| feet for good comedy effect. 
man is run-of-the-mill. Lad has 
personality and handles himself well | 


however, like last 

Plunket to beg off. 
Balance of bill is above standard. | 

and Walker, comedy song 


week, forced 


matinee Friday, Rees. 


good, new stuff about the war, while | 


Girls on the ground and the; 


Love,’ done fast, following with a |of k 
special number in which they josh} jncidental to 
radio quiz programs, especially those | of the Jone cut 


ranged version of ‘Old MacDonald’ | 


jitterbug, grabs good attention. Best | 


Glyde Snyder, Minnesota Co-Eds | 
(12), Karolis (2), Dianna McDonald, | 





j} among this weeks’ clips. 


| Pathe, were included 
jing), only a few 
| had arrived on the Clipper. 


swing as well as concert music, or- | 
chestra goes through a medley of hot | 


Malerich | 


Carroll’s Hollywood restaurant. She | 





prances | 
| war subject. 


A very light house at the opening | 


from a perch atop the stand, shift- 


|ing to front stage mike for additio 
In the latter he has | nal 


chorus. Near midway, Millinder 
promises to keep the melody domi- 
nant if he can be allowed to use the 
classics, then goes into Rachmani- 
noff's ‘Prelude in C Sharp Minor,’ 

Edwards Sisters (2) lead off aq 
series of socko turns, from an audi- 
ence standpoint, clicking off clever 
taps in good unison and challenge 
work. However, their opening stint 
should be cut heavily and a rhythm 
routine interpolated between it and 
the succeeding number, which is also 
a speedy unison try. 

Cotton Club's Tramp Band (7) jg 
next. The house is continually in 
giggles with the adlib terping and 


| Stepin Fetchit announcements by a 
| non-playing leader. Rhythmic musie 


plucked from an instrumental setup 
itchen utensils is satisfying, but 
the whacky fol-de-rol 
up and occasional con- 


| tributions by various other members, 


Terp gymnastics of the Berry Bros. 
come in for an equal share of ap- 
preciation. Cane tossing, flying splits 
and the flying leap of one to the 
neck of another in a scissor grip set 


| the trio for an encore, a slowly done 
| boogie woogie. 


Ada Brown goes over solidly with 


| Only one pop, ‘Comes Love,’ and sev- 


eral originals. Delivery puts a 
double entendre edge on each, which 
elicits fine response. Voice is sharp 
and powerful, which, combined with 
good personality, sets her off to ade 
vantage. Earns an encore, her se- 
lection, ‘Jumpin’ Jive,’ appealing to 
the jitterbugs. She does it with ap- 
propriate leg work 

Buck and Bubbles work neatly, 
each bit and gag drawing its proper 
share of returns. Taps and pianol- 
ogy dressed with little pieces of 
business here and there make an ap- 
pealing turn. 

Finale brings 
jiving finish. 


on whole cast for 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 
(NEWSREELS) 

The same excellent standard en- 
joyed by Paramount in its coverage 
of the European crisis is maintained 
But parti- 
cularly notable is Par’s exclusive on 
the Soviet bombing of Helsinki, 
which reached the screen at 10 p.m. 
Thursday-show caught (subsequent 
clips on the same _ subject, from 
Friday morn- 
after they 


hours 


The Finnish capital in flames, flee- 
ing women and children, the thun- 
der of Russ bombers and their for 
mation flight over the city during 
their attack bear testimony to the 
latest horrors of dictator impcrial- 
lism. . 

After this there's little of sufficient 


|import that can follow, though the 


clips on Douglas Fairbanks, strictly 
from the library, are coupled in mM 
terest to the Helsinki cataclysm. 


'Clips here are shared by Par and 


Pathe. 

The latter comes through for neat 
editing with a supplementary scene 
from his last picture, “The Private 
Life of Don Juan,’ made in 1934, 
whose dialog is superlatively apro- 
pos to his demise, viz, ‘...I am so 
happy and so sleepy—after all, there 
comes a time in a man’s life when 
he needs a rest—and I am going to 
have it’. : 

Universals reels on Finland, im- 
mediately following the bombing 
scenes, are anti-climatic, merely 
being dated scenes of Finnish pre- 
parations in anticipation of Soviet 
military moves against the country. 
Fox shows the wave of American 
sympathy that has challenged the 
Russe invasion, with Herbert Hoo- 
ver’s denunciatory talk against the 
Red action, scenes of Finns seeking 
to join their native colors, collec- 
tions of clothing and money to be 
sent the Finns, plus the new U. S. 
credit extended to the country. 

A somewhat human, humorous 
note is struck in Par’s showing © 
French soldiers on bikes, a poin 
that’s particularly emphasized by its 
antithesis to the morbidity of the 
Rest is mostly routine. 
with the Green Bay-Giants footba! 
game for the professional champion- 


| ship, of course, being outstanding. 
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What Brokers Pay For 





Enforcement board of four will receive $10 each per session when 
hearing charges of violations of the ticket code. Motion to this effect 
was adopted by the League of New York Theatres last week. Coin to 
pay the managerial pair on the board and the brace on the Equity side 
will come from the levy of 3c. per ticket sold by the agencies, 

In addition to the $40 item whenever the board meets, cost of time 
stamping machines to be supplied theatres by the League, to be used 
for all tickets sold at the boxoffices, will also come from the ticket levy, 


Machines approximate $25 each. 


Enforcement board or ‘authority’ consists of Paul Dullzell and 


Winifred Lenihan, for Equity, with 
alternates. 


Walter Greaza and Jack Blunkall 


Managers side will have James F. Reilly and Marcus 


Heiman, alternates to be chosen as needed. 








Ticket Code in Operation Despite 
Brokers Protests; Big 3’ Signs 








Despite the protests and complaints 
of ticket brokers, the ‘code of fair 
practices,’ as revised by the man- 
agers (League of New York Thea- 
tres) and Equity, is in force. One 
concession was made to the ticket 
people, but the terms of the code 
and iis enforcement regulations re- | 
main unchanged. 

Three leading agencies—McBride’s, | 
Tyson and Leblang—led off the sig- 
naturing by the brokers. The so- 
called independent agency men have | 
held off, but are expected to sign this 
week. No deadline was fixed by 
the League, but such action is likely 
unless the agencies fail to accept the 
code within a reasonable time. A 
few others have also 
some are figured likely holdouts, 
fearing that they would be forced out 
of business because of possible stiff 
penalties for violations. That such 
agencies will be able to operate out- 





allotments nor sale of tickets 
lowed by any League members, al- 
though some have been able to do 
so, thus far. 

Acceptance of the code by the ‘big 
three’ is understood to be a tactical 
move on the part of at least two. 
Tyson was the first to sign. The oth- 
ers promptly complied to prevent 
a development that could give the 
Tyson outfit an advantage in the num- 
ber of tickets and locations al- 
lotted. Known that Tyson has been 
gradually adding to its hotel stands, 
a move figured to be part of a plan | 
to control allotments on the strength 

(Continued on page 42) 





Equity Waives Alien 


4 
ba 


signed, but | 





Actor Rule So Ainley 
Can Get ‘Easy Virtue’ 


An unprecedented variation from 





Equity’s alien actor rules was made | 


by its council last week in connec- 


tion with the engagement of Richard | 
‘Easy | 
which | 


Ainley for the male lead in 
Virtue,” Noel Coward play 

Aldrich & Meyers are reviving. Eng- 
lish actor, who came here to appear 
in ‘Foreigners,’ withdrawn after 
seven performances, replaced Frank 
Downing, but the latter must be paid 
six weeks’ salary, instead of the 
usual two weeks required. His con- 
tract is said to call for $100 weekly, 
while Ainley is reported getting $600. 

While the ruling apparently placed 
a penalty on the managers, Equity 
figured that because of the diver- 
gence of the pay between the two 
players, the Downing award could 
hardly be so considered. Council 
also took into consideration the fact 
that an American player was being 
dismissed in favor of a Britisher, also 
that the entire cast, except Con- 
stance Bennett, who is to be starred, 
are English. 

Miss Bennett, her mother Adrienne 
Morrison, who is a casting agent, and 
Hassard Short, who is directing ‘Vir- 
tue,’ appeared before council. They 
all declared that an English player 
was required for the part and they 
asked that the alien rule calling for 
& six months’ lapse between legit 
assignments be waived. There had 
been some doubt about Ainley being 
Cast for ‘Foreigners,’ but he is under 
contract to the Shuberts, and the lat- 
ter insisted that he be used in Fred- 
erick Lonsdale’s play. 

Ainley is supposed to have a guar- 
antee of 20 weeks from the Shuberts, 

ut his contract does not so stipulate, 
on = believed there is an extra- 

S arrangement. In show circles 
my term contract caused some sur- 
called to a Ainley is subject to being 
1e colors by Great Britain. 





BARTLETT IN RECITAL 


Draws Good Turnout, but Bad Press 
in New York 


Michael Bartlett, legit, film and 
radio tenor who recently invaded 
the operatic field, made his New 


| York concert debut last Wednesday 


(13) with a recital at Town Hall. 
Draw virtual capacity of around 
$1,500 at $2.20 top, with show busi- 
ness people well represented in the 


audience. Singer, however, drew 
adverse reviews from the daily 
critics. 


He’s a member of the San Fran- 
cisco Opera Co. 


U.S. MGRS. BALANCING 





CANS LOWER EXCHANGE 


side the code is problematic, since no | 
is al- | 


Although Equity ruies do not take 
in consideration the differences in 
the rate of exchange between Canada 
and the U. S., it develops that a sat- 
isfactory solution to the problem has 
been worked out by the several man- 
agements who have played American 
attractions in Montreal and Toronto 
since the start of the war. Casts are 
paid off half in Canadian money and 
half in American bills. ‘Abe Lincoln 
in Illinois’ and ‘Kiss the Boys Good- 
bye’ recently paid off in that meas- 
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TMAT ASKS SALARIES 
ON SUSPENDED SHOWS 


New claim hes been filed by the 
Theatrical Managers Agents and 
Treasurers union, which contends 
that press agents should receive full 
pay for the pre-Christmas week lay- 
off and that company managers 
should get half pay. Matter was not 
important last season at this time be- | 
cause there were comparatively few 
attractions which went dark the 
week before Christmas, but cur- 
rently there are a flock of shows 
suspended. 


Producers have registered objec- 
tion to the pay idea, pointing out that 
actors are not compensated for such | 
lay-offs, also that there is no pro- | 
vision for the situation in the basic | 
agreement. TMAT responds with 
the argument that because of that 
its members should be compensated, 
particularly because they continue to 
function during the dark period. 
Union people said early this week 
that they are willing to talk it over 
with the showmen and may — 
on the same basis as last season, 
when some advance men and com- | 
pany managers received half salaries. | 


WARNERS PUTS 
HALT TO LEGIT 








| 








Broadway showmen are 
the revised Dramatists Guild-Holly- 
wood pact lay dormant. Managers 
considered the document several 





weeks ago, but the matter has not 


5 Unknown Writers Get 


shiws 


to five 
Those selected were Tennessee Wil- | 
liams, Ettore Rella, David Howard, | 
Caroline Francke 
Greendale. 
;and are for $1,000 each. They will 


letting | 


—=—=——_—-? 


Dramatists Guild Mulls Dropping 


All Craft Work Except Unionism; 
Would Affect Associate Members 





7% 
4 


Rockefeller Fellowships 


Rockefeller playwrighting fellow- 
were awarded yesterday | 
(Tuesday) by the Dramatists Guild | 
more ‘unknown’ writers, | 








and Alexander | 
Awards are for a year 





be paid in 10 monthly installments. | 
Five previous awards were made 


jlast year. | 


The only one of this year’s re-| 
cipients who has had any plays pro- | 
duced is Miss Francke, whose ‘Ex- 
ceeding Small’ was done several sea- 
sons ago, and whose ‘Bombshell’ 
was bougnt by Metro and used for 
a Jean Harlow vehicle. Author has 
been a little theatre actress and a 
p 


lay reader for film companies, legit | Screen 


producers and agents. Greendale is 
the author of ‘Walk Into My Parlor,’ 
which the Group Theatre is consid- 
ering. 


GILBERT MILLER HAS 
TWO PLAYS ON TAP 





ar- 





been brougnt up since and indica- 
tions are that they have no intention 
The 
;showmen say that inasmuch as pic- 
ture backing has not appeared, as 
jhad been anticipated for many 
| months, there is hardly any reason 
|for okaying the agreement, even if 
'so inclined. 

Reported, however, that the au- 
| thors are now blaming the managers 
| for the inactivity of the picture peo- 
ple. Showmen heard such conver- 
sation without much comment, 


lof doing anything about it. 
| 


| merely saying that most of the film ! 


| ure, although it was first understood | people who sat in on huddles with | port. 


Gilbert Miller, who recently 
| rived from Europe by clipper plane, 
is considering the production of two 

plays, but whether either will reach 

ithe boards this season has n 
definitely decided. Shows are ‘Boys, 

'Girls and Dogs’ and ‘Three Dozen 
Red Roses.’ Showman prefers pres- 

|!entations in the mid-fall period, but 
figures the legit seasons are 

more elastic due to air-conditioning. 

Before he boarded the clipper at 

| Lisbon the manager was vaccinated, 
a requirement for all passengers be- 

cause of a small pox scare in that 
Miller’s arm was bedly in- 


the players received Dominion cur-|the Guild expressed disapproval of | flamed upon arrival here, he being 


rency, 
When ‘Kiss’ played there, O. E. Wee, 
the company manager, advised the 


players to use no American money | 


and he arranged to pay salaries in 
advance, so the company could make 
their purchases without a 10% 
Canadian money having that much 
less value when exchanged for U. S. 
greenbacks. On advice from New 
York, however, the plan was changed 
and the 50-50 pay-off adopted. Ex- 
plained that while the rate of ex- 
change is a material variance, the 
American dollar has no higher pur- 


chasing value over the border than | 


native bills. 


loss, | 


certain provisions in the agreement 


|long before it was sent the pro- 
'ducers. Those picture people who 


objected frankly stated they would 


not re-enter the legit situation un- 
less those clauses were re-negoti- 
ated. Showmen also are of the 


opinion that if reports are correct, 
the authors are passing the buck on 
whose fault it is that the pact is not 
functioning. 
| Warners, the to 


which led move 


heal the breach between the authors | 


|}and picture people, has apparently 

; called halt on legit participation 

after plunging at first. Firm did not 
(Continued on page 42) 
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|the only one on the plane so af- 
| fected. 

Manager, who holds a transport 
pilot’s license here and in Europe, is 
more enthusiastic over viation than 
before. He operates an airplane fac- 
tory in England, at first specializing 
in training ships. The plant now is 
making small parts for war planes, 
with enough orders to keep it going 
at capacity for 14 months. 

Only one of Miller’s London thea- 
tres is operating, and at present he 
has but one show over here (‘Ladies 
and Gentlemen,’ Beck), but he 
maintaining full office staffs in N. 
and London, 


is 


b 
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Dramatists Guild may discontinue 
its activities on playwrighting craft 
problems and confine itself entirely 
to regular trade union policies. Or- 
ganization’s council is considering 
the move, which would be a radical 
change in policy. Understood the 
idea is the result of reported dissat- 
isfaction among the associate mem- 
bership, particularly as evidenced at 
a recent associate meeting called by 
Elmer Rice, Guild president, at the 
Adelphi theatre, N. Y. 


Accordin®e to certain council mem- 
bers, the Guild’s attention to craft 
problems was undertaken in an ef- 
fort to help the associate member- 
ship, consisting of authors whose 
ylays have not been produced on 
Broadway. Although associates nay 
comnaratively nominal dues ($8 a 
vear), the Guild’s activities in regard 
to craft problems are among its coste 
lest enterprises. Councilers point 


| out that organizations such as Eauitv, 


Actors Guild, ete. don’t 
carry on activities desiened to teach 
| beginners the craft, and if the Guild 
were to shift to that policy it could 
have substantial amounts. 
According to the council members 
there is not a chance of the asso- 
|Ciates being given a vote in Guild 
|matters. Pointed out that if sich a 
policv were followed it would be 
| easy for the producers or the Holly- 
| wood studios to pack the associate 
|} membership and outvote the regular 
playwrights on vital issues. Certain 
council members also state that the 
associate membership is more or less 
;an honorary status, adding that the 
;\Guild would not be averse to the 
associates withdrawing to form their 
own orvfanization. That idea was 
suggested at the recent Adelnhi the- 
atre meeting. but received little con- 
sideration. Explained that the asso- 
|ciate group could scarcely hope to 
}ever wield much power or influence, 
since all the established playwrights 
{must be active Guild members 
through the Guild’s closed shop in 
| legit. 
One of the craft problems that has 
{long puzzled Guild leaders, but still 


(Continued on page 42) 





Equity Says Probe 
Into 4A’s Would Be 
Strictly on Coin Angle 








| If Equity investigates the Associ- 
ated Actors and Artistes of America, 
is reported, it will be the first time 

| for an affiliate to make such a move 


towards the parent union. Equity 
says it does not plan an investiga- 
tion in the usual sense of the term 


and explains that its committee was 
appointed to find out where the 


as 


sociation is heading financially, 
which would include inquiry into 
| the Four A’s finances. 

Situation arose when questions 
were asked by councillors as to ways 
and means by which Equity could 
get back the money it has loaned 
other affiliates, also the Four A’s. 


Since it has lost the income from the 


Screen Actors Guild, which turned 
over the dues of its legit member- 
hip, and the latter contingent has 
temporarily withdrawn fr Equity, 
a big dent in the associatior income 
is faced. SAG remittances averaged 
over $15,000 yearly. Equity loaned 
the radio union $20,000 and the new 
vaude affiliate was siven $24,000 
Yesterday (Tuesday) the American 
Federation of Radio Artists made its 
first repayment, tendering a ck 
for $2,500. It is doing very wi t 
there is no telling when the Amerie 
can Guild of Variety Artists will be 


in a position to pay off, 

Further outlays outside of Equity 
will be questioned, including the ex- 
tra assessment to the Four A’s. 
Each affiliate pays $1 yearly, but the 
additional amount asked is 4¢ per 
month per capita, making the total 
yearly per member payment to Four 


A’s $1.48. Equity, its chorus branch 
and SAG are the only affiliates pay- 
ing, which has irked Equityites, who 


want to know how long they must 
continue to help the other unions. 
Equity has cut its operating ex- 
several times in recent 
Major saving is the salary of 


pense S€a- 


ns. 








a president, an item of about $13,000 
yearly. Frank Gillmore, former 
ead of the association, gets about 
he e sum from Four A’s 
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Equity Council Bows to 


Criticism: 


Reconsidering Minimum Pay Boost 








There was a surprising reversal of 
opinion in the matter of increasing 
actors minimum salaries from $40 to 
$50 weekly at last week’s council 
session. This was indicated when it 
was decided to reconsider the move, 
which was made a proposal instead 
of a definite measure. 

Issue was a special order of busi- 
ness yesterday (Tues.) but council 
deferred it until next week. 

Resolution to raise the minimum 
had been adopted by a preponderant 
majority of 27 councillors the week 
previous, but it is understood the 
motion to reconsider was voted by a 
definite majority, too. It appears 
that criticism of the idea had some 
effect on the body and some of those 
who voted for the boost changed 
their minds upon more reflection. 
There is no question about some 
Equity leaders being firmly op- 
posed, declaring that the increased 
minimum would be more harmful to 
the average member of the associ- 
ation, than beneficial. 

One result of the boost will be an 
increase in the initiation fee and the 
probable raising of dues. Pointed out 
that with the minimum set at $50, 
outsiders will be attracted and seek 


membership in Equity, thereby mak- | 


ing the association's unemployment 
problem more difficult than ever. 
Would Clip Younger Players 
Jumping the initiation fee would 
doubtless be a hardship on young 
players. Fee requirement will be 
jumped to $100, the contention being 
that an outsider could join for $50 
and at least double that figure in his 
first engagement, since players must 
be paid two weeks, in addition to re- 
hearsal pay. 


,’ 
+ 


‘Evans Dashes to Coast 
To Fill ‘Hamlet’ Date 


Los Angeles, Dec, 19. 
Maurice Evans and company will 
travel by special train from New 


York to open four-day engagement 
in ‘Hamlet’ at the Biltmore Jan. 10. 
Troupe winds up at the St. James 
|theatre, New York, Jan, 6, and leaves 
| immediately for Coast, 

| Katharine Cornell, in ‘No Time for 
'Comedy,’ opens at Biltmore Jan. 15 
for two weeks’ stay. 


JEROME FLYNN SCORES 
IN TMAT INJUNCTION, 


N. Y. supreme court Justice Philip 
McCook, Monday (18) granted an 
‘application of Jerome Flynn for a 
| temporary injunction against Louis 
|F. Werba, secretoxy-treasurer, of 
|TMAT, and denied the defendant's 

















|application to dismiss the complaint 
'on the grounds of failure to state a 
cause of action. Flynn claims he 
|was a member of the defendant 
‘union since 1937 and in August, 1938, 
joined another union, the Treasurer 
'and Ticket Sellers Division of the 
\IATSE, also an AFL affiliate. He 
was then informed he was suspended 


Shows in Rehearsal 


"Two For the Show’—Gertrude 
Macy, Stanley Gilkey 
‘Couple Wanted’—Jerome May- 





—— 


Heywood Broun, Columnist, Critic 
And Quondam Actor, Dies at 5] 





or The Male Animal’ — Herman 
Shumlin. 

‘Two On An_Island’—Play- Passing of Heywood Broun, 51, at 
wrights. . the Harkness Pavilion, Medical Cen- 
PRE 4 Unconquered’ — George ter, N. Y., Monday (18) after a brief 

‘Christmas Eve’—Guthrie Mc- illness with pneumonia, was lament- 
Clintic. ed along Broadway. Former drama 


‘The Man Who Killed Lin- 
coln’—Jos. W. Gaites. 
‘Kindred’—Edward Choate. 
‘The White Plume’—Shuberts. 
‘Easy Virtune’—Aldrich & My- 


critic, who rose to high ranking as 
a general commentator - columnist, 
never lost interest in the theatre. and 
his daily articles were not infre- 


radia Cruise’ — Donald quently devoted to shows, especially 
Heyward. those he liked. 





Broun went from the N. Y. Morn- 
ing Telegraph to the Tribune when 
it was located on Park Row. He 
switched from sports coverage to 

Colin Keith-Johnston, ‘A Passenger play reviewing, and then went to the 
to Bali.’ }Morning World as critic, Broun 
eer ae —— = 'made a showing in VArrery’'s Critics 
‘ oe Fo agnor  Willleme | Box Score, and at mid-season Goring 

a —- aMS; | 1994-25 he led the list. During that 
cme ee ee hee he resigned from the World 
ton. Herschel ater estagy Ot If Weiss | staff, being followed by Alexander 
Ev ‘ La = d. Norm z G Y D ~ ,; Woollcott, who moved over from the 
tr . D = ore, H a" Maree oe ~ | Sun-Globe. He was contemporaneous 
ro 7] : en , . iat a aryY | with the latter and Percy Hammond, 

eee ae en ee the trio being regarded as outstand- 
ing reviewers. 
| Some time after ‘The Women’ 
~~ < 
Ticket Code |} opened at the Barrymore, N. Y., a 
|Broun column in the World-Tele- 
1| gram took the Clare Boothe comedy 


of the number of tickets the agency | @Patt and she was miffed over the 


could dispose of. | comment. 


: | expressed a distinct liking for her 
The Associated Theatre Ticket ‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye,’ even 
Agencies, which vigorously objected | though he was supposed to be traves- 
to the code because there is no prO- | tied in the character of the columnist 
vision giving them representation on | jn iss Boothe’s play. Far from be- 








Engagements 
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from TMAT, as they were warring 
with the other union. As result he 


the enforcement board, were ap- _ing angry, Broun permitted the show 
parently appeased when the League management to instill the idea that 


Last season, however, he | 


to the Newspaper Guild, his pet 
hobby was attending the races, being 
a familiar figure at the New York 
tracks. He rarely wagered more 
than two dollars on a horse, and gen. 
erally placed one dollar on all the 
longshots entered. 

A weekday interlude which he 
looked forward to was the ‘Author, 
Author’ radio program for WOR, 
Program was promptly cancelled 
Monday (18) as a gesture of esteem, 
Spot was filled by John Chapman, 
with whom he worked in radio, 
Daily News columnist giving a brief 
eulogy and the balance of the period 
filled with chamber music. 

Solemn requiem mass will be 
held at St. Patrick’s Cathedral to- 
day (Wednesday) at 10 a. m. 

Roy Howard's Salute 

Broun’s final column for the 
Worid-Tele on Thursday (14) was 9 
denial that any feud existed between 
him and Roy W. Howard, Scripps- 
Howard chief. A postscript by How- 
ard, which follows, further empha- 
sized that all was clubby between 
them. Howard wrote: 

‘With the above Heywood Broun 
concludes his column in the World- 
Telegram. Henceforth his It Seems 
to Me will appear daily in the New 
York Post. The change may prove 
a bit of a shock to the shade of Alex- 
ander Hamilton, but time wil! adjust 
the situation, and both the Post and 
its readers will profit. 





‘Despite the uninformed and unim- 
portant busybodies who have long 
whispered and rumored of a feud 





‘lost a job as company manager of agreed to the formation of a ‘thea- there was a feud between the au-| which never existed, the editor, like 
| Hall Shelton’s ‘Herself, Mrs. Patrick | tre industry commission.’ Latter j)oress and himself. Then, to prove| Heywood, has not now, and never 
Crowley,’ having been engaged at|'S to have broker members and is yi, aqmiration for Miss Boothe, he;has had, a squawk coming. Mr, 
$125 weekly to start Nov. 22, 1937. porte to act in an advisory Ca-|enned the introduction to ‘The | Broun was hired to be himself. In 


Reconsideration was favored after 
data was introduced to show that the 
present $40 minimum has worked 
out as a sort of boomerang. Stated 
that case after case was recorded 
where $50, $60 and $75 actors drew 
lesser salaries and many either had 
to accept the minimum, or else. 
Those opposed to raising the mini- 
mum say the same result would be 


is 


| In granting the injunction to pre- pacity to the ‘enforcement author- | Women’ in book form. Most recent 12 years no column, paragraph or 
vent the TMAT from preventing the | ity. - Attorneys for ATTA and the i lauding of a play by him was ‘Farm, Phrase of his was killed or censored 
plaintiff from securing employment, | b@asue have drawn up a resolution | ,¢ three Echoes,’ current at the|by the editor because of disagreeing 

to the effect for the approval of the Cort. Last season among the shows | viewpoint or conflict with the World- 


» | 
« hably ity ’ . ° , 
League and probably Equity. he favored was ‘Hellzapoppin.’ Telegram’s editorial policy. 


| Justice McCook stated, ‘It clearly ap- 
pears that the action b de- 
| ion by the de Gustav A. Gerber, counsel 
But One Post Column 


|fendant in respect to the plaintiff | Sor 


‘In the note accompanying his fare- 
ATTA, was called to the League to pany ing his Tare 


a violated the ‘working rules’ of the |“*”. Bae | well column Heywood says: “Th 
inevitable and that even higher |defendant. The plaintiff was entitled | Voice the brokers criticism. In ad-| When his contract with the World- | ieee near ae to ~ 
bracketed players in the $100 and up | toy a hearing before the trial board | dition to the point that they had no | Telly expired last week, Broun taken seriously. But if you don't 


class would be offered lower pay. 
821 Withdrawals 
Revealed that during November 
821 withdrawal cards had been is- | 
sued, a record. Equity editorially 


voice in the administration of the 
code, because the enforcement setup 
is one-sided, he stated that the plan 
to ‘organize’ audiences by selling 
blocks of tickets to suburban parties 


| of the defendant at which he could | 
idefend himself against any charge | 
‘against him.’ 


switched to the Post. He was able to) want this and want another piece, 
contribute but one column, which ap- | let me know.’ The sentence is in 
| peared last Friday (15), having been | keeping with his 12 years of service. 
| removed to the hospital the night be-| 
|fore and immediately placed in an} 





‘Not because of anything he wrote, 





complained over what was virtually 
a mass move by players currently 
in Hollywood and working under the 
jurisdiction of the Screen 
Guild. Applications for the with- 
drawals followed the termination of 
an arrangement with SAG, whereby 
the latter paid Equity a part of the 
dues it collected from Equityites on 
the Coast. 

Such members were notified that 
they could secure withdrawal cards 
upon application to the council, and 
facilities to so act were placed at 
their disposal. It means that Fquity 
will lose a considerable sum from 
that source. 

Equity commented that while a 
considerable number of withdraw- 
als represent players who figure 
they are permanently off the stage, 
there is a percentage who earn high 
salaries and are well able to afford 
the association’s modest dues ($18 
annually). Although they are well 
within their rights, Equity feels they 
should continue to pay, especially 
‘people who have continued to main- 
tain their memberships in various 
theatrical clubs from sentimental at- 
tachment, though they make no more 
use of those memberships in the fu- 
ture than they will of Equity’s.’ 


‘Brown’ Red, Folds 


‘The Woman Brown’ was with- 
drawn from the Biltmore, N. Y., last 
week after playing one week and 
two days. Show took a press lacing 
and boxoffice got nothing. 











THE WOMAN BROWN 


Opened Dec. 8, ’39. The con- 
sensus un this Warner-backed 
play was emphatic in pointing 
out its lack of interest. Cole- 
man (Mirror) described it as 
‘the season’s Ng. 1 bore.’ Whipple 
(Worid-Telegram) wrote it was 
‘unquestionably the worst play 
that has appeared this season 
outside of the Nora Bayes the- 
atre.’ Atkinson (Times) en- 
treated, ‘O, Warner Brothers, 
don’t do this to us!’ Varrety 
(Hobe) remarked ‘a speedy flop.’ 





= 





Sas NS 
ame 6A He! Day? 


Actors | 


and organizations will doubtless di- 
minish the volume of agency sales. 
However, the plan for such distribu- 
tion can hardly be set aside, because 
it is a stipulation in the basie agree- 
ment between the managers and 
Equity. 

| Brokers are uniformly opposed to 
{the payment of 3 cents per ticket, 


Humphrey M’Loekka 


| Devi Mada, second leading dancer 
with Devi Dja’s Balinese and Java- 
nese ballet troupe which recently 
‘played New York, became the 








|oxygen tent. Because of his heavy 
| build, the chances of recovery were 
slim. So well liked was he gener- 
jally that his condition was reported 
| frequently by radio. 

Broun made several stage appear- 
| ances, first major showing being as a 
monologist at the Palace on Broad- 


} 


io 


,mother of a son last Friday (8) in 
| Brooklyn. Her husband is Pandji 
| M’Loekka, artistic director of the 
,company. Couple have announced 
, they will name the child for Hum- 
}phrey Doulens, Columbia Concerts 
| representative handling the troupe’s 
iU. S. tour. 

Mother continued to dance with 
; the company until two weeks ago 
|and expects to rejoin the others in 
| about another week. Outfit will tour 
| to the Coast and return to New York 
|for an engagement during the holi- 
days. 





| Dramatist Guild 
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'awaits solution, is advising beginner 
| playwrights on scripts. There are 
labout 1,100 associate members, of 
whom 800 are in New York. If even 


problem in the mere reading of such 
scripts, let alone giving advice to the 
'writers. Also, authors invariably in- 
sist on the biggest name dramatists 
reading their scripts. That would not 
only be a physical impossibility for 
| dramatists with little enough free 
|time at their disposal, but it might 
| involve a risk of future plagiarism 
| Suits if the aspiring writer got the 
‘notion the successful author had 
| Stolen his script ideas. 

| Other Guild activities on behalf of 
ithe associates include awarding play- 
wrighting fellowships, obtaining 
| passes for Broadway shows and hav- 


| tickets sold and whether they were a dressmaker’s establishment. 
{regularly allotted, or were ‘extras.’| was in his early years. 
ja minority of them requested advice | 
{on scripts, it would involve a serious | 


way in 1930. In the fall of 1931 he 


! 
| declaring the levy to be excessive, : 
sponsored and appeared in a revue 


}but it is doubtful if this provision 
| will be disturbed either, for it will 
;}cost more money to enforce the 
| regulations this season than last. The | 
|penalty possibilities are regarded 
|apprehensively by agency people, 
| for the enforcement authority could | ; 
| deny allotments to code violators for | "¢WSPaper earnings to keep the show 
| extended periods, besides also pos- | 80ing for a fairly extended period. 
| Sibly imposing heavy fines. How- His so-called radical activities, 
;ever, the added advisory committee | which ofttimes resulted in his being 
| won by Gerber may act as a buffer | labele 
|for the brokers. | that he always denied, several times 
A summary of the code was sent | got him into the toils of the law. 


presented at the George M. Cohan 
theatre (razed). Broun’s chief idea 
behind this show was to give per- 
formers and chorines jobs. It is un- 


_|members of the League this week,| On at least two occasions, as presi- 


with the order that all employees be- | dent of the American Newspaper 
|come familiar with the regulations. | Guild, which he founded in 1933 and 
Under the revised code, boxoffices | headed until his death, he was taken 
| must render to the League a reportjinto custody, along with others, 
| of the tickets sold by brokers the | while picketing various newspapers 
previous day, the number obtained, | against which the Guild had struck. 
/number returned, the location of |Once he was pinched for picketing 
That 
Broun was 
Reports of a similar nature was re-| always enthusiastic about unionism. 
quired from accredited brokers for | His first wife, Ruth Hale, who is 
ee See | deceased, was also a writer and was 
rokers cannot secure allotments connected with the theatre, for a 
2 or yen two weeks | time being press agent for Arthur 
wot te, changed ter s farther peried |Mmme wtnne ven weno tee 
f two weeks. Agen le s ‘ la ait My beige te wn 
re hy il gency people say | death. His widow was professionally 
at this regulation makes the dis- | known as Connie Madison, who had 
tribution of tickets by them diffi- | been married to Johnny Dooley 
cult, especially when a hit is in high! vaudeville comedian, and whom 
demand. Equity insisted that the | Broun met when he produced ‘Shoot 
regulation be adopted, though the’ the Works,’ in which she appeared. 
managers felt that the brokers were! Alsc surviving is a son by the first 
right in objecting to being limited marriage, Heywood Hale Broun 
to two weeks of actual sale. 


Furt! = }about whom he wrote ‘The Boy 
‘urther detail imposed on the box- | Grows Older’; his mother, a brother 
Offices is the recordin 


g of reserva-|and sister. Young Broun is a stu- 
tions and ; 





jing the novices admitted to rehearsals 
jaf incoming productions. Idea would 
| be to discontinue virtually all these 
| activities except the awarding of fel- 
|lowships. At the recent associates 


| meeting a committee was named to 'to brokers, or selling tickets to agen- 


} cies at less than the established price, | complain when he played tennis, but 


consider the various proposals sub- 
mitted and to report back to the 
council 


aL FP vey 


}not apply to cut rates, 


applications for such by | dent at Swarthmore, 


mail or telephone. Idea of that pro- 

vision is to discern the amount of Weak Heart Bothered Him 
digging by speculators. Of course It was known that Broun had a 
buys are out, and payment of a fee| weak heart and cardiac complica- 
tions caused his death. He used to 


is not permitted, desisted from such exercise about 15 


; years ago. Aside from his devotion 


although that does 


| called ‘Shoot the Works,’ which was | 


derstood that he spent most of his| 


d a communist, an appellation! 


but sometimes because he was a little 
| overworked from extra-curricular 
|activities, such as producing a Broads 
} way show, running for Congress, or 
| directing a picket line, Heywood was 
| occasionally a bit of a headache. But, 
like many another headache, he was 
| worth the price. On his leaving, ours 
|}is not merely a polite wish—it is a 
| sincere one—that his luck in the 
;}future may be even better than he 
has known in the past.’ 

Broun’s battle for life attracted 
wide attention and sympathy. Presi- 
|dent Roosevelt on Saturday (16) 
| sent him a telegram reading: 

‘Sincerely sorry to hear of your 
illness and am hoping that the su- 
perb courage which has brought you 
through so many fights will win this 
one, too. Mrs. Roosevelt joins me in 
best wishes for a speedy recovery.’ 

Broun’s first and last column for 
the Post on Friday was in support of 
a third term for President Roosevelt 





Warners’ Legits 


Continued from page 41 








openly state its stage activities un- 
til the revised pact was announced 
as adopted by the Guild. Latter’s 
last-minute rewriting of certain 
clauses resulted in the present situ- 
ation. 

Understood that Warners may not 
do further financing directly, but 
will probably go through a third 
party. This hardly jibes with an- 
other report that Warners has a list 
of 36 plays which were, or are, be- 
ing considered for stage presenta- 
tion. Firm’s attitude is partiy ex- 
plainable by the quick failures of 
‘Ring Two’ and ‘The Woman Brown.’ 
Latter play was secured at the in- 
stance of Warners’ star, Bette Davis, 
| who saw it in a summer show shop. 
Attraction was presented ostensibly 
by Margaret Hewes. 


WB is in on the successful ‘Too 
Many Girls,’ as well as ‘See My 
Lawyer’ and ‘The World We Make, 
latter, duo being moderates. Only 
| additional show they are definitely 
backing is ‘The Unconquered’ (first 
called ‘We, the Living’), which 
George Abbott will present at the 
‘St. James during I'ew Year's week 
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Chi Overcomes Usual Pre-Xmas Lag: 





Children’ $13,000; ‘Bound’ Out, 10146 








Chicago, Dec. 19. 

Getting near Christmas. Three 
shows drop to two currently as ‘Out- 
ward Bound’ calls it a run at the 
Harris after three sianzas, two of 
them under American Theatre So- 
ciety auspices. ‘Bound’ lays off for 
this week and then reopens Christ- 
mas Day in Cincinnati. 

Staying on through the pre-Xmas 
gession are ‘My Dear Children,’ 
which will close its long run here on 
Jan. 6, and ‘Springtime for Henry,’ 
currently at the Erlanger, but which 
moves to the Grand Dec. 25 to make 
room for George White's ‘Scandals.’ 

With the ‘last weeks’ notice up, 
the John Barrymore show scam- 
pered up the gross ladder despite the 
traditional pre-Xmas show biz lull, 
and came through last week with a 
remarkably fine take. ‘Bound’ upped 
on its finale session also. ‘Henry’ 
slid last week, but still holds up ex- 
cellently. 

Coming in Christmas night are 
‘Scandals’ and No. 2 company of 
‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ at the 
Harris. On Jan. 7 Constance Ben- 
nett, in ‘Easy Virtue’ revival, takes 
over the Selwyn from ‘Children’ and 
the all-colored ‘Hot Mikado’ then 
moves into the Auditorium. On the 


following evening ‘Abe Lincoln in}! 


lllinois,’ with Raymond Massey, ar- 
rives at the Grand for a limited stay. 
Beyond that there are few bookings, 
with indications of a slackening of 
th> excellent pace that legit has 
shown so far here this season. 


Estimates for Last Week 

‘My Dear Children,’ Selwyn (31st 
week) (1,000; $2.75). With the clos- 
ing notice in the ‘iapers, show 
climbed to brilliant $13,000. 

‘Outward Bound,’ Harris (3d—final 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Final session 
without ATS backing, though first 
two were, but lifted nevertheless, to 
$10,500 

‘Springtime for Henry,’ Erlanger 
(5th week) (1,400: $2.75). Last week 
currently in this house, moving next 
door to the Grand on Monday (25). 
Slumped a bit, but held to satisfying 
$11,000 last week. 


BALTO BOOKED HEAVILY; 
‘THREE’ SATISFIES, 156 











Baltimore, Dec. 19. 
Currently dark for legit, town, 
nevertheless, has full lineup of 


bookings slated. ‘The Unconquered,’ 
by Ayn Rand, with Eugenie Leon- 
tovich, Onslow Stevens and Dean 
Jagger, will be given its pre-Broad- 
way trial by George Abbott at the 
Maryland, Dec. 25. 
Years Day, the same house will of- 
fer Herman Shumlins latest effort, 
‘The Male Animal, by James Thur- 
ber and Elliott Nugent, with the lat- 
ter also in the cast. Ford’s on same 
day will house ‘Outward Bound,’ 


third of six plays to be given under | 
subscription by the American The- | 


atre Society and the Theatre Guild. 
Last week, hungry for a musical, 
stubholders responded in 
fashion to ‘Three After Three,’ at 
Ford’s, in spite of lukewarm recep- 
tion by local crix and public. 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘Three for Three,’ Ford’s (1,900: 
$3.33). Extra strong advance sale 
for first musical here in a long 
helped to satisfactory $15,200 in spite 
of disparaging word-of-mouth gen- 
erally. 


Massey-‘Ahe’ Snare 


27G in Cleve., Toledo. 


Cleveland, Dec. 19. 

Raymond Massey had town in his 
lap last week with his ‘Abe Lincoln 
in ‘Illinois. Biz was near-capacity 
at every performance, bringing out 
about 100 extra balcony chairs at two 
matinees. Seven performances here 
and two in Toledo wound up the 
week with $27.000. 

Hanna dark this week, reopening 

ew Year’s Eve with two midnight 
Performances of ‘Hot Mikado.’ Jan. 

booking is ‘Man Who Killed Lin- 
coln” followed by ‘My Dear Chil- 


dren, Jan. 15 and ‘Tobacco Road,’ 
Jan. 21. 





Jack Cole Mending 
Boston, Dec. 19. 
Jack Cole, dancer, is slated to 
leave the Phillips House of the 


Massachusetts General Hospital here | 
Cole injured | 


Soon after Christmas. 
nis leg during his appearance with 
Nice Goin’ seven weeks ago, and has 
been laid up ever since. 

A bruise became infected and 
necessitated two blood transfusions 
before the dancer really began to 
convalesce. 


i 


3eginning New | 


pleasing | 


time | 


‘Me’ Shghtly Off-Key 
In 4 Indpls. Shows 


Indianapolis, Dec. 19. 





lish theatre for three evening per- 
formances and a matinee last week, 
starting Monday (11), did only 
moderately well at the b.o. despite 
the town’s preference for musicals. 

‘Abe Lincoln’ is due Thursday (21) 
for three nights and matinee, and 
advance sales indicate healthy biz. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Leave It To Me,’ English (1,500; 
$3.30). In the black but under ex- 
pectations with $8,800. Lightweight 
matinee pulled down total. 


‘Road’-Good $9,000 
In 4th Boston Week; 
‘Married’ NG 3G, Out 


Boston, Dec. 19. 

‘Tobacco Road’ carried off top coin 
i here last week, with “When We Are 
Married’ as opposish. On Christmas 
\Night three new entries appear: 
‘John Henry’ by Roark Bradford, 
starring Paul Robeson; ‘Mamba’s 
Daughters’ with Ethel Waters and 
‘Tonight We Dance’ with Ruth Chat- 
terton. 
| ‘Young Man With a Horn,’ by Dor- 
1othy Baker, with Burgess Meredith, 
land staged by Vinton Freedley and 
Abe Blatt, is slated for Jan. 29 open- 
ing here. ‘Two On An Island’ by 
| Elmer Rice, is mentioned for Jan. 15 
tryout. 
| Estimates for Last Week 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Plymouth (4th 
| week) (1,480; $1.65). Pacing along 
okay through first month with indi- 
more stanzas here 
Last week 








| 
|cations of a few 


|for Slim Timblin troupe. 
| tallied good $9,000. 

' ‘When We Are Married,’ Wilbur 
(2d-final week) (1,227; $2.75). Hada 
very thin following during its fort- 
night here and closed with a $3,000 
| week, 


‘KISS BOYS’ $7,500 IN 
SPOTTY PITT TURNOUT 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 19. 
Not much b.o. excitement at Nixon 
\last week for ‘Kiss the Boys Good- 
bye. Show got over fair despite 
previous Broadway rep, but dissatis- 
faction with play itself wasn’t any- 











thing compared to that with com- 
pany. Legit house here is a big- 
seater and considerable voice pro- 


jection is necessary, something 
|troupe didn’t attain. Notices ranged 
\from very good to very bad. 


| Monday (25) with ‘Hot Mikado’ and 
continuing next week with ‘Vaga- 
bond Hero,’ musical 
‘Cyrano de Bergerac.’ 
{Dear Children’ moved up to Jan. 8 
lafter having originally been penciled 
in for Jan. 22. 

On basis of present showing, to- 
pether with future bookings and 


other shows available, Nixon is head- | 


jing for its most active season in 
jalmost a decade. Management confi- 
|dently expects at least 33 weeks, 


which would be a new high in recent 
vears. Since boom days 
has been 25. 

Estimate for Last Week 


$2.20) 


season's 


Not much interest in last 
Broadway hit, despite the 
reduced scale, theatre’s lowest tariff 
of season. Finished at around $7,500, 
which probably represents an even 
break under low cost setup. 


| faniiaians Sock 





Minneapolis, Dec. 19. 
Week-before-Christmas handicap 
'meant little or nothing to the Kath- 
arine Cornell-Francis Lederer combo 
at the Lyceum and they breezed 
through to sock biz for two nights 





|'Time for Comedy.’ Critics and cus- 
tomers were unstinting in their 
praise of play and performances. 
Estimate for Last Week 

‘No Time for Comedy,’ Lyceum 
(2.206: $3.30). A trifle short of ex- 
pected capacity downstairs at the 
two evening performances, but many 


turned away at matinee. A very bi: 
$24.500 rung up for entire week, 
Madison, Wis., sharing. the sessions 


| booking. 


‘Leave It To Me,’ here at the Eng- | 


Nixon is currently dark, relighting | 


version of | 
Date for ‘My | 


maximum | 


‘Kiss Boys Goodbye,’ Nixon (2,100; ' 


$24,500 in Two Stands 
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Current Road Shows 


(Week of Dec. 18) 





‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ (Raymond 
Massey )—Hartman, Columbus (18- 
20); English, Indianapolis (21-23). 

‘Blossom Time’—Playhouse, Holly- 
wood (18-21). 

‘Hot Mikado’ (Bill Robinson)-— 
Mosque, Richmond (19-20). 


| ‘Kindred’ (Aline MacMahon, Barry 
| Fitzgerald, Wallace Ford) — Mc- 
Carter, Princeton (23). 


‘Leave It to Me’ (Victor Moore, 
| William Gaxton, Sophie Tucker)— 
| Victory, Dayton (18-19). 
| ‘Mamba’s Daughters’ 
Waters)—Céss, Detroit. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Clif- 
ton Webb)—Erlanger, Buffalo (21- 
23). 

‘My Dear Children’ (John Barry- 
more )—Selwyn, Chicago. 

‘Ne Time for Comedy’ (Katharine 
Cornell )—Auditorium, St. Paul (18); 
Fox, Spokane (21); Temple, Tacoma 
(23). 

‘Scandals’ (Willie and Eugene 
Howard )—Forrest, Philadelphia. 

‘Springtime for Henry’ (Edward 
Everett Horton )—Erlanger, Chicago. 

‘Taming ef the Shrew’ (Alfred 
Lunt, Lynn Fontanne)— Plaza, El 
Paso (18); Paramount, Amarillo (20); 
Convention Hall, Tulsa (22). 

‘Tobacco Read’ (Slim Timblin)— 
Plymouth, Boston. 


Philly Biz Light; 
‘Scandals’ 196, 
Robeson $7,000 





(Ethel 











DuBarry 316, Goes Into Bway Lead ’ 
‘Girls’ 2d at $28,000, New ‘Hellz’ OK 
24.46, Dinner’ 206, ‘Father’ $19,000 





sical arrival, went into Broadway 
leadership last Saturday by approxi- 


its first full week. ‘Too Many Girls,’ 
which was the topper, felt the pre- 
Christmas dip, but wurned in a big 
$28,000. ‘Hellzapoppin’ with a new 
edition held up strongly, too, with 
around $24,500. 

Boxoffice activity early this week 
is accounted for by the early arrival 
of holiday visitors. Ticket sales are 
mostly for a two-week span, with the 
current week likely to be better than 
last, despite the closer approach to 
Yuletide. Managements of 
that slid off state that holiday ad- 
vance sales assure big jumps in 
grosses, 

Straight show leaders were not af- 
fected last week and takings for a 
number of others did not decline as 


year. ‘The Man Who Came to Din- 
ner’ is now getting more than $20,000, 
possible because of rearrangement of 
the balcony scale. ‘Life With Fa- 
ther’ is getting all the house will 
hold, over $19,000, while ‘Skylark’ 
and “Key Largo’ are well up in the 
big money with approximately 
$17,000. 

‘Philadelphia Story’ is laying off 
this week, while ‘Yokel Boy’ is play- 
ing but three performances, al] 
others operating -on schedule. 


day (Christmas) night. On the road 
this week there are no less than 15 
shows idle, several, however, playing 
a few performances. 

Broadway isn’t expected to have 
the usual break on New Year's Eve. 
because it falls on Sunday. Most 
shows are retaining the usual top for 


| 





Philadelphia, Dec. 19. 


Philadelphia looks to be in a bad 
way for the holiday season. A week 
or so ago, it appeared that four 
| houses would be lighted. Now there 

is only one definite booking, “Three 

After Three’ at the Forrest, opening 
| Monday night (25). 
| At the Erlanger 
‘highly-touted ‘John Henry, with 

Paul Robeson, had sharply divided 

notices, but the raves didn’t help the 
|b.o., and by midweek it was decided 
'to close the show here after a single 
'stanza instead of trying to hold it 
|through Xmas Week. Laying off 
| currently, it’s due for Boston open- 
{ing Monday (25). 
| The Locust is tenantless next 
| week, with the management trying 





last week the 


which tried to make a go of it on 


Broadway last summer. 
| Last week's biz was~ generally 
dreary. ‘Scandals,’ at the Forrest, 


i led, though it was well behind other 
musicals here this fall. “Tonight We 
{Dance’ got a cool reception in its 
second and final week at the Locust. 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Scandals,’ Forrest (lst week) (1.- 
1700: $3). A long way below capacity 
at $19.000. Has no competish in this, 


Saturday night (30), figuring that 
the real celebration will be staged 
Sunday night. 
| figured to get the big money because 
of the general holiday the next day 


mating $31,000 at the 46th Street for | 


shows | 


much as usual at this time of the| 


Four | 
shows, however, will not go on Mon- | 


Hotels and cafes are 


There are three performances sched- 


_‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ newest mu-! may have affected attendance lately; 


business tapered, with takings around 
| $18,000. 

| ‘The Little Foxes,’ National (45th 
; week) (D-1,163; $3.30). Holdover 
'drama nearing year’s run and should 
span the winter; around $10,000. 

| ‘The Philadelphia Story,’ Shubert 
, (C-1,367; $3.30). Laying off this week; 
resumes Monday (25); has com- 
| pleted 38 weeks and looks set into 
spring; quoted close to $18,000. 

‘The Woman Brown,’ Biltmore. 

Yanked Saturday (16) after a week 
| and two days. 
‘The World We Make,’ Guild (5th 
| week) (D-914; $3.30). Accorded fair 
press attention but business under 
expectations so far; rated around 
$8.000; number of parties helping. 

‘Time of Your Life,’ Booth (9th 
week) (CD-704; $3.30). Another 
oddity that has attracted attention; 


_business profitable; quoted over 
| $10,000. 
| ‘Tobacco Read,” Forrest (315th 


week) (C-1,107; $1.65). Continues to 
_ operate at modest money which pro- 
vides some profit; road companies 
are making the coin; $4,000. 

| “Feo Many Girls,’ Imperial (9th 
week) (M-1,468; $440). Had been 
| list leader; last week gross quoted 
| shaded $28,000. which is plenty good. 
| good. 

‘Very Warm for May,’ Alvin (6th 
week) (M-1,355; $4.40). Operating on 
revised expenditure budget: slipped 
to $11,000 but advance sale for holi- 
,days somewhat encouraging. 
| ‘Yokel Boy,’ Majestic (R-1,107: 
$3.30). Laying off after Monday (18); 
resumes Friday (22) with no Satur- 
|day matinee; dropped to around 

$11,009 but advance sale for holidays 

reported exceptionally strong; has 
| completed 24 weeks. 
ADDED 

.| ‘Hamlet,’ 44th Street. 


; Full-length 
version doing okay and slated to go 


uled, however, for the year’s fina] | out again after five-week repeat en- 
Sunday, the extra pay requirement | agement; estimated around $14,000. 
stopping others from taking a chance. | 


at the Biltmore after a 
Due next week: 


brief 
‘Christmas 


stay 


gere’ (rated vaudeville), Broadway 
and possibly a mixed cast show 





New Yorker. 
Estimates for Last Week 


- ; ; > ‘Billy Draws a Horse,’ Playhouse. 
to get ‘In Vienna,’ the refugee show | (1st week) (C-878; $3.30). Presented | Presented independently: written ay 
William A. 


lby Lee Shubert and 
| Brady; written by Lesley Storm 
; Opens tomorrow night (Thursday). 


‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ 46th Street Street. 
Drew 
|highest gross on Broadway for first 


| (3d week) (CD-1.375:; $4.40). 


full week; 
$31,000. 


‘Farm of Three Echoes,’ Cort 
week ) (CD-1,059; 


takings approachec 


(4th 


go through winter: around $7.500 


‘The Woman Brown’ was taken off 
Eve,’ 


Miller; ‘When We Are Married.’ Ly- 
ceum; ‘Kindred,’ Elliott: ‘Folies Ber- ! 


‘Caribbean Cruise,’ mentioned for the | Joseph 


‘Pins and Needles,’ Windsor (107th 
week) (R-$61; $1.65). Plans eall for 
.| playing through season, with another 
revue to follow next fall; $7,000 is 
very good for intimate show. 

‘Once Upon a Time,’ Labor Stage 
., (Princess). Presented by Harold A. 
-| Salzman; written by Lawrence 
Dugan; opens tonight 

(Wednesday); described as ‘satirical 
| fantasy’; $2.20 top after opening. 
‘Steel,’ Provincetown Playhouse. 


Harold Igo; tried at Pasadena two 
;| Seasons ago. 


‘Alternate Current,’ Daly’s 63rd 

Cooperative venture with 
non-Equity cast; written by Svd 
Porcelain; opens Friday (22); $1.65 


1 top. 





) 


3°" LUNTS IN LA. FINALE 
weathers pre-Christmas slump, may | oe ' 


lits final week, i ee * ; al | Wi NI 

‘Tonight We Dance, Locust (2d-} ™ay be moved to Golden, ; 
final week) (1,500; $2.85), Dwindled| ,Hellzapoppin,” Winter Garden 
to a poor $7,000. (66th week) (R-1.671; $3.30). New ——— 

‘John Henry,’ Erlanger (1,800; $3) edition got the nod from press, most Los Angeles. Dec. 19. 


Notices sharply divided but general 
public seemed unanimous in saying 
i‘thumbs down.’ Only $7.000 with 
high seale, not enough for heavy 
production. 


oo 


WATERS RAVES BOOST 
‘MAMBA’ TO 1326, DET. 


Detroit, Dec. 18 
‘thel Waters. whose pull in this 
town was demonstrated back in 1932 


weeks in four different dates at the 


Cass. still can draw plenty. ‘Mamba’s 


{ Daughters.’ in which she’s starred. 
{drew critical raves and additional 
{column comments. including one 
{which hailed her as ‘greatest 


|tragedienne of these times. 
| Consequently. ‘Mamba’ is a hold- 
‘over to the holidays when ‘Kiss the 


Estimate for Last Week 
{ ‘Mamba's Daughters,’ Cass 
{ week) (1,500: $2.75). Highly 
factory $13,500 for 
ances. 





Canadian War Revue 


and a matinee here last week in ‘No | 


| OK $7,300 in Toronto 


| Toronto, Dec. 18. 

| ‘Chin Up,’ first of the Canadian 
war-time revues, opened cold last 
week at Royal Alexandra (1,451- 
seater) to a good $7.300 for its first 


session and is holding over cur- 

rently. - 
Plenty of ‘military’ nights lined 

up. with patriotic societies behind 


the ticket-selling drives Scale of 


$2 top helping. 


Boys Goodbye’ takes over the Cass. | 


of which was skeptical when revue 
originally opened; agency call up 
got strong $24,500. 


| $20,400; up over previous grosses be- 
cause of balcony re-scaling. 


‘Margin for Error,’ Plymouth (8th 


(Ist| week) (D-1,036; $3.30). One of the} 
satis- | 
eight perform- | 


list’s good things; getting fairly 
strong grosses though somewhat off 
|last week; $13,000. 

| ‘Morning’s At Seven,’ Longacre 
| (4th week) (C-1,019; $3.30). Another 
|comedy that should make the grade; 
‘has Theatre Guild subscription sup- 
port during present offish going; 
rated around $8,000. 

| ‘See My Lawyer,’ Adelphi 


i week) (C-1,434; $1.10). Approached 


1 $6,000, okay at scale: one-set show | 


|operates to profit at that level. 

1 ‘Skylark,’ Morosco (10th week) 
| (C-961: $3.30). Like the other ctand- 
j outs, this comedy hardly affected last 
iweek when 


the gross again ap-| 

| proached $17,900. 
‘Streets of Paris,’ Broadhurst (27th 
lweek) (R-1,116; $440). Hivh scale 


‘Key Largo,’ Barrymore (4th week) 
| (D-1,096; $3.30). First serious play 


(13th | 


, Piling up a nifty $22,000 on final 
; Stanza, Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fon- 
tanne wound up two weeks at the 
Biltmore (16) in their version of 
‘Taming of the Shrew.’ House goes 


'this season to command strong at- dark until Christmas Day when it 

tention; not up with leaders but! opens two weeks’ run of ‘I Married 

drawing excellent attendance; An Angel.’ 

| $17,000. ‘Blossom Time’ is now in final 
‘Ladies and Gentlemen,’ Beck (10th (third) week of repeat run at Hol- 

week) (C-1.214: $3.30). Going on ly wood Playhouse ‘Vagabond King’ 

|tour after another three weeks: busi- Opens there Christmas Day. 

ness moderately good, with pace Estimates for Last Week 

around $13,000 last week ‘Taming of the Shrew,’ Biltmore 
‘Life with Father,’ Empire ‘7th (9q week) (1,700; $3.50). End of 

week) (C-1,096; $3.30). Standees all’ week was marked by sellouts. with 

when ‘Rhapsody in Black’ got seven | performances; laugh show predicted take close to $22,000. 

|} to run at least a year; takings quoted ‘Blossom Time,’ Playhouse, Hol- 

over $19,000. _ |lywood (2d week) (1,130: $1.65). 
‘Man Whe Came to Dinner,’ Music Sa¢j; fving $2,300 on second stanza 

Box (10th week) (C-1.012; $3.30). with five days more to go. ; 

Same goes for this laugh provider, PATTON ts 

| which stands ’em up all a ‘— , 

cago company stops over irs in, ¢ = 

“Builalo Thuredsy. (21). quoted at Mikado’ Gets Southern 


Hospitality in D.C., 216 





Washington, Dec. 19. 
With Eleanor Roosevelt responding 
to invitation from Bill Robinson to 
attend opening night, ‘Hot Mikado.’ 
first all-Negro show to play Capital 
since ‘Porgy and Bess,’ drew rave 
notices and built steadily to capacity 
| Friday (15) and Saturday (16). 
House is dark currently. first blank 
stanza of season, and relights Mon- 
day (25) with “The White Plume.’ 
new Shubert musical version of 
|‘Cyrano de Bergerac.’ Another pre- 
Broadway musical, “Three After 
Three’ (also Shuberts), follows Jan 8. 
Estimate for Last Week 
Mikado,’ National 
3uilt steadily to 
mately $21,000. 


‘Hot 
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Plays Out of Town TREASURERS NIX LIFE 
MEMBERSHIPS, UP DUES 
h{ N UP seen on the Playhouse boards in At the 50th annual meeting of the 
C I years Play is fast on the pickup Treasurers Club, a number of the 
Toronto, Dec. 18 ind keeps the pace throughout the yules were radically revised, all 
r in t ts (28 ) nteq | three acts. A little tightening of the adopted with the idea of strengthen- 
cevue In (Wo @ = Scenes), VE 2 } ¢ a, 4° raanle . oger | * ‘ ‘ " 
Or Roly Towns; staged ty i tean. sidne oh lag iF s08 ts ST ing the organization's financial set- 
: i : -_ aye . R g natd fons § | thin ‘Ss Ps fe up as first rate ms Life memberships were voted 
, Aiba Seay Re page Sige ‘ture material. a ah den 
Y " zi d é Hal Marquette; mu | Peres a q f he home out of existence and dues were raised 
dire Ja Ayre; costumes, Malla | Action centers around the home tenn $18 to S18 annually. terete 
Siars Ross Hamilton, ‘Red’ Newman, Pat | life of a college prof and his pa- bra say ; ' 
f 4 sore and Lynd 1 r c > : : fore those who were in good stand- 
Rafte with Marquette ane ieee Cheers, | tient frau, who pass most of their | °° e a aay 
z ie — eg nl bernie M ‘n- | time helping their son, daughter and ing for 25 years automatically be- 
2 Seg ee “ ieee pity ' ‘ i fa members ; Ye reli . 
r i", the Lowells; Rose Burkett, Georse | the neighborhood adolescents to un- came life members and were relieved 
Moran, Cart Balmer; W6-girl line At the | tanale their love lives, of the pup from paying dues. 
Rtoval Alexandra, Toronto, Dec, 1-25, 'S¥;) Variety. Robert Stark, as the young-| There were 70 who had life mem- 
> ton. A : . : enc ) 
oF to ii | ster home on vacation a college bership rating out of a total of 200. 
=} h big thin; >», dominate nee EE Ee 1s . 
In on a wave of advance flag-wav- | = h and — ceed pot ode a - All must now pay dues. It was the 
: . ‘ . y A « 'the heart-ihrobbing s< s. 1S ¢ en — " ie all tekoaes ‘ 
ing buildup, ‘Chin Up’ is first of the breezv lad. handles himself like a only way t Pipe col : figure MK 
i i nak aetna. , ; rovide enough surplus to pay sick 
Canadian war-time revues, and has) pro and rates a nod from the film Prowse rag in "i a. + a 
ity. | s > likely * pix |é leath benefits. solution was 
plenty of production and personality. scouts. Another likely bet for pix and c¢ th benetits tesolut 
; . lis Gwen Anderson, who has looks | adopted after it wus discerned that 
Scated low, but a = ts Hh | and poise From among the othe in five vears 60 more would be en- 
. ane o ys by patriotic ; ¢” eit +s . ae ‘ : 
_— + eae hang —" teeneCenada | juves there’s promising talent in the | titled to life membership under the 
les ( ra Yaad « < Fe e = . ae yr . . 
gg gon a y for all, | rough. Frank Ferguson, as the prof. | old rules, so that the club’s revenue 
route, and will make money for all. and Julia Gage, the long-suffering | 1g be restricted to a minority 
It’s fast-paced after some judicious | F ter etch nicely shaded delinea- would be restricted to a minority, 
early cutting; production numbers | tions , se Helm. save for the net earned at annual 


are elaborate, and it’s topical on such 
war-time aspects as hoarding, back- 
breaking taxation, love-life in air-| 
raid shelters, etc. Show Abroad 
Pretentious sets include the deck 

of a gun-turreted destroyer, the Pa- | 
cifie Coast Indian village, the sub-, 
Arctic community for the big ‘Eski- | 
moaning Low’ number, the silver | 

| 








FLORENCE | 


birch forest and the big-scale airport Paris, Dec. 5. 


finale complete with a bomber. En-| comedy fn t ree acts, with proton. by 
tire setun reveals that the producer s . Guitry; features Helen P seat 

73 , H Popes Genevieve Guitry, le er re, 
has snent plenty but wisely and in an > Seen Se es ar, 


imatinative taste. taged by Gil 

Biggest brunt of the work is car- | bor, the Ma 
ried by Ross Hamilton, ‘Red’ New- 
man. lusty singer of Cockney songs. 
and Pat Rafferty, graduate of Eng- 
lish pantomime and the musichalls. 
Trio hold a warm place in the affec- 


trv; presented by Robert Tre- 


jeleine, Paris. 


> 


A Sacha Guitry comedy still re- 
}mains a Parisian event despite the 
war. Furthermore, to ‘Florence’ goes 
tions of Canadian theatregoers, and|the honor of being practically the | 
particularly with the forces, first | first legit offering since the start of 


} +a , h : u | 
rocketing to popularity as vets of the yo tiities and the trail-blazer for 
early soldier-concert parties. in 


. : ; . other he ) lays since un- 
France, and then consolidating here another half dozen plays 


in the manv post-war tours of the | shuttered. 


Dumbells troupe. | Like the majority of Guitry plays. 
Newman and Rafferty, with their | «prorence’ means much to a select 


low-comedy antics, set the pace: 
Hamilton. with a costly wardrobe of 
gowns and wraps, is the class angle 
of the triumvirate and in fine voice. 
Openin® night saw the vrem'er pres- 


Guitry audience and little or nothing 
to The dramatist long ago 
discovered that his private life is no 
affair of his own and has exploited it 


others. 


ent in the vice-regal box, the car-|,) ,, 7) 2 age ee de 
riate trade out and the house plenti- |'® the fullest on the —— se 
fullv svrinkled with the armv, navy screen. Just where Guitry the dra- 


and air force. They were still call- |matist ends and Guitry the individual 
int for encores after 11 o'clock. | begins no one but his most intimaie 
n s afte ee ae ee : 

On the ballroom and ballet friends probably know. 


=T,| } 

side. | | 
* : , ‘h re ic his ( ine w 
Marcuette and Lynda are over easily Florence’ is this and nothing more. 


on save manners and fashion-plate | It is a sort of skit on Guitry’s own 
annearance. Marauette does a cmart! life with its multi-marriages and 

: . . Ta) ades ave ahro: wer 
Terp job, particularly on his ‘Street escapades. Played abroad or even 
Scene’ ballet with corps of 22: his;a@! a stones throw in some large 
Indian powwow war dance and the D°oulevard theatre, it _ would lose 
‘Rainbow’ nurrber. Costumes are ex- | Much of its meaning. Played by any 
cellent throuchout and nothing taw-/one other than Guitry himself. it 
dry, whole adding immeasurably to; W uld be a hollow and superficial 
the Vincent de Vita decor. | offering. Whattaman likes, or finds 


, it good business vear his private 
Among standout songs by the quin- | ;;,2°0% ? ess, to wear his private 


; : ,. | life on his sleeve and the small. in- 
tet of writers are ‘We've Rolled Up formal Guitry audiences love him 
. a r LOLITA TULLE al . ( IT 

the Old Umbrella,’ sung by Newman = s 


and his plays exactly for this reason 

The ‘Florence’ pilot is quite ordi- 
nary but is skillfully used as a con- 
venient framework for Guitry’s wit- 
tic 


in Prime Minister Chamberlain | 
makeun; ‘Look for the Rainbow’ and | 
fYou’re Adoroeble,” by Hamilton; 
‘Keen Your Chin Up,” opening chorus 


} 


ereitien ter Roly Teune. and tousine |b & marriage, | be rayed hus- 

‘Over Azain’ finale, written by Sid- | 2270s and life in general. Ii's con- 

nev Blan i sie ee . | cerned with a love tiff based on a not 
ey plana. very convincing misunderstanding. 
‘Chin Un’ goes into His Maiesty’s, | 


Elvire Popesco, playing an aban- 
doned mistress, comes to the theatre 
to kill Guitry, who is about to go on 


Montreal, holiday week. 


YOUNG APRIL 


Pasadena, Calif., Dec. 13 


McStay. 


their former life together. 
|} With the audience and 


She sits 
spoils the 


Comedy in three acts by Aurania and | play with her stooging until Guitry 
William Spence Rouverol; staged by Thom- | has her thrown out by the police. 
a+ Growne Henry; presented at Pasadena | The next two acts take place in 
Com-nunity playhouse 3! 


Dec, 12, °39 | Gu irys apartment, with his mis- 
understanding with Miss Popesco and 


Cast: Robert Stark 


Anderson 
Timmy Sabor 


Julia Gage 


Gwen 


Frank Ferguson, 


Martha Lundy, Pauline Davis Madalvne the scandal she caused in the theatre 
Paulson, Byron Barr, Michael Ames, Rob-| forming the central theme. Every- 
ert Stirrett, William Erwin, Tom Skinner, | thing ends according to Hoyle when 
Ann Arthur, Colleen Collins, Jean Schubach 


Guitry accidentally discovers through 
hi 









his sister (Helene Perdriere) that 
isk and warming is the Rou-/| Miss Popesco had never been un- 
v ] quel to ‘Growing Pains,’ | faithful to him. 
which achieved some success a few The play wanes to nothing at all at 
ears back in the e after a break- | +, “Haar ag Mage ie 
y ied ‘ie “ the ¢ ast after a break-| the end but since it is more of a 
in nere t was from the < rac personality sketch where reality and 
of this adolescent spree that the cin- | ¢-4 ; inteewnven. die: 
ft this adolescent spree that the cin- | fiction are interwoven, the audience 
ema seri* The Judge Hardy Fam- | does not expect more. Guitry and 
ri ’ 4 - wr ’ . ‘ »} ‘ ati ° Uitte | « ( 
ily’ took root. Young April’ won't | the exhilarating Rumanian Popesco 
wham em but moderate success play their role ¥ ith skill and i ti t 
~ ’ é pla il Ir To Vitn Klil al Spirit. 
0ks assured. ta : : , 
I ured (Mrs.) Genevieve Guitry, as h 
The Rceuverols, mother and son,|daughter: Mlle. Perdriere. Mme 


have taken the unpredictable young- 
sters into a sophomoric sphere of 
romantics and the goings-on of the 


Jeanne Fusier-Gir, as the maid. and 
Robert Seller, Guitry’s hapless 
brother-in-law, play their roles with 


as 


kids with their dates make for | understanding. 

laughable situations. Script is pun- The 5 ; 
sities Sagat peaches a: “heey 1e second half of th rogram is 
gent witn well-sauced dialog and i ee 


| quite a novelty, with Guitry present- 
ing a film, ‘Ceux de Chez Nous’ 
(‘Those of Our Country’) turned for 
Guitry himself in 1913 of France’s 
most noiable personalities of the day. 
It was, as Guitry himself says, an 
answer to the German manifesto of 
that period to show that France had 
intellectual giants as great as those 
across the Rhine. 

The pic is extremely valuable as a 


the cast is among the best rounded 

















document, and the photography 
amazingly good. It runs one hour 
and shows Rodin, Claude Monet. 


Anatole France, Sarah Bernhardt, 
Camile Saint-Saens, Renoir, Degas, 
Edmond Rostand, Henri-Robert, An- 
toine, Mirabeau and Lucien Guitry, 
the author’s famed father, in some 
characteristic phases of their artistic 
; activities. Each is complimented by 

Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON a few words of supplementary, senti- 


mental comment by Guitry. Ravo, 























ase 


the stage to act in a play based on} 


benefit shows. Upping of dues was 
to be necessary. 

Schnebbe was re-elected 
president for the fourth year. Re- 
named, too, were Saul Abraham, 
vice-president; Harry Benson, finan- 
cial secretary; Harry Nelmes, treas- 
urer, and Charlec Bowman, recording 


also stated 


Allen 


secretary. Newly named as direc- 
tors: Patrick Liddy, Lee Arnold, | 
Murray Lang, Mike Onerato and 


Harry Snowden. 


Yiddish Piay 











Comedy-drama in three acis (four scenes) 
by Abraham Blum: f es Michael Rosen 
berg, Judah Bleich, Lithia tia eon Mun 
Serebroff, Wolfe Barzell: s it R n 
org; Mu Alexander ( i ‘ | 

}; Chaim ‘Taucer; settings, Michael sa.t ir 
P nted t Y a 
oe Ud Av theatre, N. ¥ I ed Nov 
y J a1 ’ i 
David G t J h t 
\ na j \ I 
] J 
\r 
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A hokey, lachrysma! comedy- 


Grama, ‘ahree Dau 
Yidaish tr'olk Piaye: > With 


Onda presentation of tae se 


affords tne 


their 


sA4LLCL 
seC- 


ever, More impor.ant is the fact that 
one of Second avenue’'s. buitfoons, 
Michael Rosenberg, sieps out Ol 


Cnaracier tor a try at drama in this 
Abranam Blum work, It’s a valiant 
attempi, but Rosenberg finds him- 
self too frequently between the devil, 
eic., to emerge from his new charac- 
terization with any degree of cer- 
vainly. 

Gone are the false whi 
trous< and 


kers, baggy 


rs 


mannerisny 


iS Us laily as- 
sociated with his roles. In their 
place he’s the somewhat subdued, 
successiul businessman, though he 


doesn't completely seek to shroud his 
comic sell, However, there’s enough 
to the new part to suggest his aesire 
to €xi. the ‘\yped’ ranks ior some- 
wing dillerent, 

But Yiddish audiences won't per- 


mit Rosenverg the dramatic player 
to shroud Rosenberg the madcap. ‘vo 
tnem his cry of deleaiism at the 
thought that he’s lost his young, 


pretty wife to a younger man cannot, 


and will not, be accepted for the 
drama that auihor Blum has in- 
tended it to be. And so the audi- 
ence snickers, 

Oiher wise, is a 


‘Three Daughters’ 


misnomer, lor it lelis only the story 
of two, with a -hird merely a char- 
acier thai’s been thrown in for an 
effect that h ls liitle significance in 


Actually, it te 


tne play 


played by Dina Halpern, who wed 
Rosenberg only because it permits 
her to shield her vounger sister, Lucy 
(Mirile Gruber), from the disgrace of 
Naving borne an illegitimate child 
This she does—and the tactics are 
somewhat questionable—by adopting 
the youngsier as her own, with 


Rosenberg accepting the latter as his 
own legilimate offspring, 

Thereafter, ii’s a question as to 
'how long the subterfuge can be main- 
tained. The return of an old suitor 
(Muni Serebroff) and Bertha’s affaii 
with him ultimately lead to a climax 
of forgivance and marital rehabilita- 
tion that, while corny, has long since 
passed musier in the Yiddish theatre 
no matier its repetition. 

Featured along with Rosenberg, 
who also staged, are Miss Halpern, 
Judah Bleich (who's alternating the 
|role with Wolfe Barzell), and Sereb- 
roff, relegated to a somewhat minor 


part. They give adequate perform- 
ances, with Bleich, as usual, out- 
standing in a compartively small 


part, as the father. Miss Gruber is 
decorative, while Charles Cohan is 
the play’s most distinctive comedy 
element. Tunes are incidental. 

For typical Yiddish legit audiences 
that enjoy a cry—and what one 
doesn’i—this is a pip, despite the re- 
action to Rosenberg’s dramatic play- 


‘ing. 


mn. H We } 


Inside Stuff—Legit ae 


Two books of similar nature have coincidentally made their appearance 
the one edited by Bernard Sobel, ex-N. Y. Mirror critic and now with 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer in New York, titled “The Theatre Handbook and 
| Digest of Plays’ (Crown; $3), and the other, ‘Encyclopoedia of the The. 
atre,’ by George Jean Nathan (Knopf; $3). Coincidentally also, both use 
the same format of presentation—the unchaptered but straight alpha. 
betization according to theme and idea. Nathan’s book around 450 pages; 
Sobel’s runs twice as long, and in the same ratio is more attractive 
production and creative job. 

Both undoubtedly will find wide usage for the purpose intended, but 
Sobel’s is more replete and seemingly was more scientifically planned, 
George Freedley, who did a foreword, is in charge of the Theatre Co}. 
lection of the N. Y. Public Library, which appears vitally behind the ven. 
ture as a necessary encyclopoedia for research. Sobel also has assembled 
an array of contributing talent for by-line pieces on specialized subjects, 
the articles, including Tallulah Bankhead, Lucius Beebe, Aline Bernstein, 
Louis Bromfield, John Mason Brown, Barrett H. Clark, Richard Cordell, 
Howard Dietz, William A. Fields, George Freedley, Robert Gessner, Car] 
Glick, Abel Green, Leif Eid, Willie Howard, Nat Karson, Raymond Mag. 
sey, John Martin, Ward Morehouse, Arch Oboler, Brock Pemberton, An. 
toinette Perry, Arthur Richman, Gilbert Seldes, Hunt Stromberg and 
Stuart Walker. 

Nathan's book is 100% Nathan, piquant, succinct and saucy as befits hig 
moods. Sobel’s anthology is a practical handbook of the theatre; as its 
title implies practically a one-volume encyclopedia. 
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‘White Plume,’ musical version of ‘Cyrano de Bergerac,’ was dedicated 
by composer, Samuel D. Pokrass, several months before his death, to Jack 
| Mulachy, of 20th Century-Fox publicity department, and his wife, a mu- 
sician. Mulcahy, now on a brief leave of absence from studio and on road 
managing Louella Parsons’ unit, was one of first of Hollywoodites to be- 
friend Pokrass when latter went west originally to work for films and 
| they later became close friends. In fact Mulcahy and Gregory Ratoff are 
| now working almost single-handed to get Pokrass’ tangled estate straight- 
ened out. 

‘White Plume’ was originally done at St. Louis Muny Opera several 
' summers ago and each season Pokrass has been promised by Shuberts that 
it would get a legit production. It finally went into rehearsal—six months 
after composer died. 


| Curtain of the last show of ‘Swingin’ the Dream,’ which closed a week 

ago Saturday (9) after a 13-day run, was held nearly 30 mins. by a delegate 
| from local 802 of the AFM, there to see that the show’s two bands, Bud 
| Freeman's Summa Cum Laudes, and Benny Goodman's sextet, were paid 
off. Performance was allowed to proceed after a representative of the 
Rockefeller interests guaranteed the salaries. 

Freeman's bunch say they did get paid for the 13 days of work, but 
claim they're still owed over $1,900 on an unfulfilled four-week contract. 
Goodman was likewise guaranteed a month and also collected for what 
he played. He and his band were getting $1,250 plus a percentage witha 
certain amount extra to the Waldorf Hotel for allowing Goodman to absent 
himself from the spot until 11 p.m. each night. 


Proposal to send the Lunts to South America on a good-will tour 
originated with Jean Dalrymple, who is familiar with conditions in a 
number of points there. Press agent believes the stars would be a strong 


craw in Buenos Aires for a three-week engagement. Upper class resi- 
dents in that city are rather well acquainted with English, Miss Dalrymple 
avers, 

It’s conceded that such a jaunt would not be profitable. Only one 
limited-capacity theatre could be used and the top price of admission 
would be seven pesos, or about $1.75 Stated that South America has 
never seen an American stage play. Outside of girl shows, the ranking 


Visiting attraction appears to be a No. 2 Comedie Francaise company. 


Brock Pemberton had a birthday (the 54th, he thinks) last Thursday 


(14) Ethel Peffer and Ruth Green, secretaries in the league of New 
York Theatres, thought something should be done about it, remembering he 
helped draw up the ticket code. So they sent him a toy wagon, with 
several blocks of glass representing agency ‘ice’ and a pair of tongs, with 


a card inscribed: ‘From the Brokers.’ 

He also received a bill for $5 from a doctor whose office is nearby his 
quarters. Doc had been called when a stew elected to recline on the floor 
in front of the Little theatre building elevator, The medico took one look 
and gave the diagnosis, is full of booze,’ and sent Pemberton the 


bill. 


‘the man 


Factor not previously considered in big gross Ethel Waters in ‘Mamba’s 
Daughters’ ran up at Nixon in Pittsburgh was the public acclaim for a 
portrait of star by Luigi Lucioni, an Italian, which hung at International 
Art Exhibit at Carnegie museum just before play's engagement in Smoky 
City. Each year during exhibit, public votes for its favorite picture, with 
a cash award going to painter. Day before ‘Mamba’ opened in Pittsburgh, 


newspapers carried stories announcing that Lucioni’s portrait of Miss 
Waters had walked away with prize. ‘Mamba’s Daughters,’ by the way, 
had the best week in Pittsburgh since it’s been on the road, getting just 


a bit above $15,000. 

Rules of the Theatrical Managers, Agents and Treasurers union worked 
to the distinct benefit of a member recently. Ted Goldsmith, who was 
press agent of ‘Foreigners,’ worked on the job one week, which was the 
span of the show's engagement at the Belasco, N. Y., but received three 
weeks salary. 


He was engaged by the Shubert pre department. TMAT discerned 
that the p.a. hould have been put on as an a ciate two weeks previously 
because of the number of shows the management v operating The 
coin was paid without protest. Goldsmith, this week, Joined Richard 
Maney s Staff. 

Copyright rather than coin exchange restrictions forced the cancellation 


of ‘Swing Mikado’ bookings in Vancouver and Victoria, B. C., according 
to Hilker-Allen Enterprises of the former city. Stated that Richard D'Oyly 
Carte of London, who holds the Gilbert & Sullivan copyright in the British 
Empire, refused to sanction a parody on the original operetta, resulting 1n 
cancellation of bookings. ‘There are no restrictions on the export of 
Cunadian money paid in the course of legitimate business. It had been 
reported that coin rules forced cancellation of the Canadian dates. 


| Money capacity of the Music Box, where ‘The Man Who Came to Dinner’ 
is current, has been upped about $1,000 weekly through rescaling the bal- 
cony. Show can now approximate $20,500, or slightly less. Although the 
$3.30 top for the lower floor has not been changed, it was explained that 
the first six weeks’ tickets ordered were to have been used by a different 
type attraction. 

Show's gross at standee gait had been around $19,500. 

Philip Loeb is off the staff of the American Academy drama school, hav- 
ing resigned when he took over the staging of ‘Swingin’ the Dream, 
' costly flop which was taken off at the Center, N. Y., after a brief en- 
gagement. - 
Loeb, who is one of the most active members of Equity’s Council, 

| rated among the top instructors on the school faculty. 


was 





Gladys Hurlbut, who wrote the book for ‘Nice Work,’ the Rodgers-Hart 
musical which Dwight Deere Wiman is readying, sent a wire to the te 
ducer after her straight comedy, ‘Ring Two,’ recently flopped at the Muer, 





|N. Y. ‘Willing to do the revisions on the book,’ it read, ‘using an assumed 
} name.” 
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‘Shortage’ a N. ¥. Guild Issue 

Alleged disappearance of $5,800 in 
New York Newspaper Guild funds 
during the time of the Brooklyn (N. 
Y.) Eagle strike has provided a hot 
in the Guild's election cam- 


jssue 
paign, which closes today (Wednes- 
day). That, plus charges that the 


N. ¥. Guild is rupning to seed, has 
stirred members no end, and has re- 
sulted by far in the liveliest elec- 
tion campaign in the history of the 
organization. 

Both charges have been levelled by 
Oliver Pilat, of the Post, first op- 
position candidate for presidency of 
the N. Y. Guild since its formation, 
Pilat, nominated by petition, insists 
on ‘knowing’ just where the $5,800 
went to. Carl Randau, of the World- 
Telegram, renominated by the 
Guild's Representative Assembly, in- 
sists that the alleged shortage rep- 
resents bookkeeping errors. 

Apathy of N. Y. Guild members is 
pronounced, it’s further charged by 
Pilat, who blames it on a small 
‘vested’ group of leaders. He would 
not only completely clear up the 
matter of the $5,800, but restore the 


Guild's membership to its old enthu- | 


siasm. 

Pilat is the only opposition can- 
didate. Balance of the regular ticket 
is unopposed. 





2 Southern Dailies Fold 

Newspaper fatalities were in- 
creased by two over the past week- 
end when the Chattanooga (Tenn.) 
News and the Atlanta (Ga.) Georg- 
ian-American ceased publication. 

Demise of the Chattanooga paper 
was accompanied by a great deal of 
verbal fireworks by George Fort 
Milton, its prez and general manager, 
who charged ‘certain interests’ with 
being responsible for the paper’s fin- 
ish. Milton accused a majority of 
bondholders of desiring the paper’s 





Broun’s Heritage 





Obituary stories in several 
New York newspapers alluded to 


the strange paradoxes which 
marked the life of Heywood 
Broun, An uncompromising 


fighter for the principles he held 
to be right, and at the same time 
a kindly, soft-spoken and friend- 
ly man was an almost universal 
estimate. 


In view of the exceptional 
amount of newspaper space de- 
voted to Broun’s life and work 
which appeared in print after his 
death Monday (18), it is likely 
that Broun by his passing made 
a greater contribution to the 
newspaper craft than ever dur- 
ing his life-time, replete as it 
was with active reporting and 
commentating. For the Broun 
obit articles dramatized the 
hewspaper man in a manner 
which presented him in his best 
light to the reading public. 

Living, he strove to 
standards of his craft. Dead, 
universal recognition was ac- 
corded him for the things he 
tried to accomplish for others. 

News story on Broun on 
page 42, 


raise 








fan, which Louis H. Hertz will pub- 
lish and edit. First issue to appear 
shortly after the start of the new 
year. Publication offices in N. Y. 
Monthly illustrated mag, as yet un- 
titled, appears initially around the 
middle of February, being brought 


Ltd., Toronto. J. K. Thomas edits. 





LITERATI OBITS 
Hichman Price, 53 author and for- 





suspension for the alleged purpose 


of selling the assets to the rival aft- | 


ernoon paper, the Chattanooga Free 
Press. 

In Atlanta, the folding 
Georgian-American followed by a 
few days the purchase of the same 


city’s Atlanta Journal by former 
Governor Cox of Ohio. Feature and 
news services of the Georgian- 


American, which was a Hearst pa- | 


per, began appearing in the Atlanta 


of the) 





mer newspaper exec., died Dec. 14 
at Delray Beach, Fla. Formerly pub- 
lisher of the Nashville (Tenn.) 
Democrat, he had served as v.p. of 
the American Press Assn. His writ- 
ings were varied, and appeared in 
many national publications. 


Arthur B. Chivers, 66, former pub- 
lisher of the N. Y. Evening Journal, 
and Hearst exec from 1921 until his 


town, O., and formerly a publisher in 


Hillsdale, Mich., died Dec. 14 of 
pneumonia. 
Mrs. Florence Finch Kelly, 81, 


newspaper woman for 56 years until 
her retirement in 1936, died Dec. 17 
in New Hartford, Conn. Claiming to 


paper women in her recently pub- 
lished autobiog, Mrs. Kelly began 
her newspaper career on the Topeka 
(Kans.) Commonwealth. She worked 
on a number of other papers before 
joining the staff of the N. Y. Times in 
1906, where she remained for 30 
years. Besides her newspaper work 
she authored a number of books. 
William E. Hayes, 61, state editor 
of the Wilmington( Del.) Journal- 
Every Evening, died Dec. 15 in New- 
ark, Del. Death was sudden, with 
Hayes about to board a bus for Wil- 
mington when he collapsed. 





CHATTER 
Richard Walsh, Jr., has joined the 
book-publishing firm of John Day, 
which his father heads, as associate 
editor. 





out by Anglo-Canadian Publishers, | 


retirement two years ago, died Dec. | 


| American Newspaper Guild, has 

| taken Anna Goldsborough, of Life 
mag, as his bride. 

| ‘Lighting the Stars,’ Gene Korn- 
j|man’s guide to camera portraiture, 
‘hits the bookstalls this week. He’s 
'a film cameraman. 


John L. Underhill elected new 
_prez of The Inner Circle, N. Y. or- 


| ganization of past and present po- 
| litical writers. He’s of the Times. 


| Eleventh volume of Prof. George 
|Odell’s ‘Annals of the New York 
| Stage’ is on the market. Book 
covers the period from 1879 to 1882. 
Philip Greene likes New York so 
much he may dispose of the ancestral 
place in Rhode Island and move his 
typewriter to the metropolis for 
good. 
|} Edna Ferber, Lillian Hellman, Ar- 
thur Guiterman and Lin Yutang talk 
at the next Book and Author Lunch- 
eon at the Hotel Astor, N. Y., on 
Jan. 9. 


| Lippincott’s for the past three years, 
jis resigning as of Dec. 31. 


day Doran. 


have been the dean of U. S. news- | 


OBITUARTES 





HEYWOOD BROUN 


;} manager of the Grand Opera House 
Heywood Broun, 51, died Dec. 18 | 


there. Joining the Shuberis, he 


of pneumonia in New York. He had} acted in a similar capacity for many 


been ill but four days. 
Details in legit section. 





DR. WILLIAM I. SIROVICH 


wright, physician and N. Y. 
17 while taking a bath in his N. Y. 
home. 

Born in York, Pa., but a Gotham 
resident since the age of six, he at- 
tended N. Y. public schools and was 
graduated from the College of the 
City of New York in 1902, Four 
years later he received his medical 
degree from the College of Phy- 
sicians and Surgeons of Columbia 
University and started a practice on 





Milton Kaufman, exec v.p. of the | 


He was | 
} 2 ~ ace Best rs . — ¢ 

|formerly sales manager for Double /who in more than 40 years in the; @ music teacher. 
: : theatre had essayed scores of roles, 
Twentieth annual convention of 


the lower N. Y. east side. 

He wrote eight plays 
, two saw Broadway production. One, 
| ‘Schemers,’ was presented at the 
| Nora Bayes on Sept. 15, 1924, by 
Herman Timberg. A comedy con- 
| cerning a manager who had a string 
of four successive failures, the play 
sought to show how the critics 
wielded the power to ruin a play by 
the mere stroke of their pen. It ran 
but 16 days. 

Aside from reform in Congress, he 
often went upon one-man campaigns 
to ‘reform’ the critics. More notable 
among these attacks was a discus- 
sion held on contemplated revision 
of the copyright laws in 1931. Dr. 
Sirovich used the occasion as an op- 
portunity to assail the N. Y. review- 
ers, pointing out their opinions 
usually hampered the theatre’s busi- 
ness rather than aided it. Another 
'of his favorite projects was that of 
the Federal Theatre. He was one of 
its staunchest supporters. 
| Funeral services were held yester- 
day (Tuesday) in N. Y. He had been 

unmarried. 


of which 





| Frank C. Henry, sales manager of | 





ALEXANDER FRANK 


of their road shows before coming 
to Philadelphia in 1920 to manage the 
Delancey St. Little Theatre. He had 


| also operated the Lyric and Adelphi, 
Dr. William I. Sirovich, 57, play-. 
con-— 
gressman, died of a heart attack Dec. | 


Philly, which have since been razed. 

Once road manager for Al Jolson, 
and for Willie and Eugene How- 
ard in ‘The Passing Show,’ his last 
position was that of assistant man- 
ager at the Forrest, Philly. 

Surviving are his widow, son and 
daughter. 





KALMAN JUVELIER 
Kalman Juvelier, 76, Yiddish legit 
actor, who retired four years ago, 
died in Brooklyn, Dec. 14. 
A director of the Hebrew Actors 
Union and v.p. of the Jewish The- 





Alexander Frank, 73, vet actor, 


atrical Alliance, he was born in 
Lemberg, Poland, and began his 
; career as a choral singer. Coming 
| to the U. S. in 1899 as director of 
ithe Windsor Theatre Co., he later 
| portrayed many character parts, ap- 
| pearing with such stars of the Yid- 
| dish theatre as Bertha Kalich, Jacob 
|P. Adler and David Kessler. 

Surviving are his widow, Mrs. 
Bina Juvelier, known on the Yid- 
dish stage as Bina Abramovitch; a 
son and two daughters, 





SARAH BRUNSWICK 
Mrs. Sarah Brunswick, 95, who, as 
soprano and founder of the Bruns- 
wick Opera Co., toured the U. S. for 
| 40 years before it was disbanded, 
| died in her sleep Dec. 15 at her home 
in Graniteville, Staten Island, N. Y. 
Educated at Evanston college, now 
| Northwestern Universiiy, Evanston, 
| Iil., she taught for a time in Chicago 
| public schools before going abroad 
\for six years to study voice. Upon 
| her return she formed the opera 
troupe. 
For the past 34 years she had re- 
| sided in Staten Island and had been 
Surviving are two 





| daughters and a son. 





aA donccatirameer: Bier Gs: vem 


4 
." 

t 
be 


j 

- 
i 
4 


| 
Ne 4 , e is news- | . : died after a lingering illness Dec. | 

le | Journal on Monday (18). Severance | ville Mico = ne dna | the New York State age sae Assn. 14 at his home re “pod Island City, | DANIEL W. ROBERTSON 

pay was given to about 450 em-/C) Star in 1895, and joined the | °P€MS in Albany Jan. 23, with the wy, | Daniel W. Robertson, 81, vaude 
4 | ployees of the Georgian-American. | Hearst organization as publisher of Associated Dailies to meet on the Born in England, he served for a performer, manager and operaior of 
ea ree ee | the Atlanta Georgian. He was also | preceding day. é _ |time as political secretary to Sir|a booking agency in downtown New 
is 1 Daily Fined on Contempt Charge | 2¢ one time assistant general man-|.. /®¢ Press Photographers’ Associa-| wijjiam James Ingram, who then| York for more than 40 years, died 
g 


New Orleans Iiem and Tribune and 
two of its employes were convicted | 
court for! Charles Frederick Carter, 76, au- 


tion of Philadelphia has reelected 
| Norman F. Mevius, of the Evening 


ager of the Hearst enterprises. was a member of Parliament and} Dec. 14, after a month’s illness, at 


| publisher of the Illustrated London | his home in Brooklyn, N. Y. 


of contempt in Federal au- Ledger, as president for the fourth) Nows. After studying under Sir| His first experience in vaudeville it . 
y ublishing certain headlines ana /| thor and former newspaperman, died | consecutive term. tence Irv vers - 3 lbegan in S i 
) p hy | oe 3% ia Wee Wack rsaiphdee aaa Wide a i tsi | Henry Irving for several seasons, he | began in San Francisco, at 17, when 1 
we articles dealing with trial of Abra- spinatine: adil Ry amend nag e aunt — Rasta cast On | achieved a considerable reputation! he played musical glasses and Swiss i 5 
e ham Shushan, former prez of New sg iy a wy or re cae Gide Mars to be publishes in - book by on the London stage. bells. After touring Europe, he Fi 
“leg > 12e oar . } > aiSO serv icag . et YT rersilty 2SS - e ; , ; j 
h Orleans Levee Board, and four oli 1 Bontg Fol : : — | the Princeton U ene y Press. Vol Coming to America in the early ;managed American vaudeville houses 
h others charged with mail fraud in Y. News N'Y re peat gt ~ -| ume will also winger gt the Pines 1900s, he was first seen here in|where such stars as Weber and 
connection with $496,000 bond re- ase Al Or ooklyn ences of a number of the fright vic-| Charles Frohman’s production of | Fields, Sandow, the Strong Man, and 
is funding fee they allegedly split | ‘N-Y-) Eagle. tims. \‘The Speckled Band’ and ‘Love| John Philip Sousa played 
Y > 2lywec | + ~ act j ti i . * . . . ° . 
ir among themselves. St. John McClean, 60, former New _ ®- O. Eastman, director of editorial Among the Lions.’ Later, he was as-}| Surviving are his widow, three 
ik Publishing firm was fined and the York, Philadelphia and Buffalo research for the McGraw-Hill Pub- | sociated with leading stars of the|sons and a daughter. 
@ employes, J. W. F. Moore, Tribune | newspaperman, was found dead Dec. | #Shing Co. quitting that organiza-| American theatre, including Mrs. | 
night ed, and James A. Wobbe, as-| 13 in his apartment in N. Y., ad- | #0" to set up his own editorial re- | Leslie Carter, with whom he played AUGUST HERMAN 
sistant city ed, $25 each. Contempt | judged a suicide, Assistant to Queens search organization, ana taking in ‘DuBarry’; Richard Mansfield, August Herman, 52, vet Omaha 
8 proceedings were sought by Shus- Borough President George U. Har- | Members of his department with Ethel Barrymore and James K.| exhib, who operated the Muse the- 
a han s defense counsel, charging head- | yey, he had previously been manag- him. | Hackett. | atre there, died at his home in Omaha 
al unes and Stories were ‘prejudicial’ to |ing editor of the Long Island City ee ae om ead eee | Other plays in which he appeared | jast week of a nervous disorder. He 
4 eats SeHeNTS. | (N.Y.) Star and had also worked on MARRIAGES sone: a Beaucaire’ with | had been ill several months. 
<a the Staten Island (N.Y.) Advance, Mansfield, ‘Whispering Friends’ with| Herman had been in the theatre 
h, Lansinger Again a Publisher Mushing , foning ia Milo Knutson to Beatrice Wigdahl, | George . Cohan. ‘Waterloo Bridge’ a ar eee ee R sn 
Flushing (N.Y.) Evening Journal,'. “4 “ : B , B€ | biz 33 years, starting as a projection- 
S$ John M. Lansinger, who recently and on the Philadelphia Ledger and in Mason City, Ia, Dec. 3. Groom in 1930, ‘Richard of Bordeaux’ and| jt we was later manager of the 
y, quit Chicago to return to his home Buffalo News. is salesman and announcer with ‘The Vagabond King.’ His last part} Rialto strand and Orpheum theatres 
st town of Portland, Ore., is back in ’ KGLO, Mason City. was that of Gladstone in ‘Parnell,’ | Omaha at various times : 
the publishing biz there. He has be- sa R. Tuc ker, 55, publisher of the Horac Heidt to Mrs. Adeline produced three years ago. ; } 
come co-publisher of a local food "x County Citizen, at Frederick- sjaughter, in Reno, Dec. 4. He's the He leaves his widow. Funeral] wppeRFORCE J. WHITZMAN 
od business paper, the Oregon Mer- orch leader. services were held Monday (18)| witperforce J. Whiteman, 82, father 
‘ se oe . , . ; - ' lik ° afi, ’ 2 
as chants Magazine. Kay Hatfield to Norman Pincus, in | under auspices of the Actors Fund. | of Paul Whiteman, died Dec. 17 in a 
° , ° » . P = al rs 9 4 ve 
1e In Chi. Lansinger founded and New York, Dec. 2. He’s general | Interment followed in the Fund plot,',.) seaiie tae enver 
onan ale Es ‘ aap Denver hospital, following several 
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ig International Federation of Jour- | P0S€r - author - producer = star, with | Ennis’ band. | Baron Frederick von Oppenheim, EUGENE HENIG 
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Living Romances, monthly mag.|and formerly Cohan’s general man- | son, in San Antonio, Dec. 9. He Is Surviving, besides her stepfather,| ya d in various Broad 
v- add ; | , : ing “cj ge KTSA, S is her mother, with whom she lived . Rae See oe vores eee eet 
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Manana) the 27th Nick Blair's 


soon 


i Manevy. 


Frank Loesser to hospital with ay 


— pai a ena cel ania ae ee ee KD 
| a 1 the id it’s | | snd Marcel Valles to be featured in | 
‘tables.’ He must seil the idea its) i ar Valles fe: ed in H I d 
Broadwa Bape saeialenl, jaine nightly, London Le Journal Tombe a Cing Heures 0 ywoo 
y | International Casino reopens Fri- | CT he Paper Appears at Five ae 
- lday (22); Lew Brown reopens the | are |O'Clock’), a pie on oe het Ray Sebasti iticall l 
da! 22), Lew bi ie eg es — ley points y “ied ane j scenari y aymond ! ay sebastian critically ill, 
Sam H. Harris to Palm Beach. | French Casino (renamed from Casa Robert Morley going to America paper life. Sce o by; ) | ' 


Joe (Folies Bergere’) Hess 
town. 

Edna Hibbard ill, going to home 
Redlands, Cal. 

Ruth Schwerin 
rep for Sol Lesser. 

Capt. Jack Potter company man- 
ager of ‘Easy Virtue.’ 

Warwick hotel cocktail party yes- 
terday (Tues.) for Louella Parsons. 


at 


eastern publicity 


Bill Danziger to Cincinnati to 
spend Christmas with his mother. | 
Pauline Cooke, the agent, conval- 


escing nicely at Roosevelt hospital. 

Mat Saunders conducting annual 
Christmas party for Bridgeport kids. 

Sam Sidman, the old burlesque 
man, is at the Masonic Home in 
Utica, N. Y. 

Cynthia White again conducts 
Greenwich Village ball at Webster 
hall Dec. 31. 

Laurence Beilenson back to the | 
Coast after several weeks’ vacation | 
in New York. 





John Monks, Jr., and Fred Finkel- | designer for the Little Theatre of St.| ager, who runs the Prince of Wales | ‘Street Singer.’ 
| theatre, 


hoffe have bought nearby farms in| 
Bucks county, Pa. 

Eddie Wittmer opening a new res- | 
taurant spot on the east side around | 
the first of the year. 


i} bat, now desk manager at Sasens } 


’ 
i 


Ziegfeld Midnight Frolic (mee Para- 
dise) opens the 28th, at same time 
Joe E. Lewis preems at Versailles 
Musie Hall tossing cocktail party 
to Charles Laughton and Elsa Lan- 
chester today (Wed.), while Rivoli 
and Paramount hosts the press and 
‘others tomorrow (Thurs.) In con- 
nection with ‘Light That Failed.’ On 
Friday (22) the Rialto throws a 


birthday party, Arthur Mayer host- 


ing. 





St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 


es 


Louis LaBage, former circus acro- | 


{ 





hotel, 
Joe Reichman orch into Chase | 
Club Friday (22), succeeding Dick | 
Jurgens. it 
Gordon Carter, director and scenic | 


Louis, a benedict. 

Four extra performances of ‘Ah, | 
Wilderness’ presented at Little Thea- | 
tre. Play did neat biz. | 


Benny Sitrong orch current at 


the r 


The Archibald Haddons celebrated 
silver wedding anniversary. 

t time in 20 years that Bertram 
at Olympia will 


Fir 
Mills circus 
operate. 

Charles Cochran produced his war- 
time revue, ‘Lights Up,’ in Man- 
chester. 

Noel Coward’s ‘Design for Living’ 
being revived at the Savo~ theatre 
Dec. 26. 

WB reopened _ its 
for production. 

Henry T. Ainley, son of the famous 
actor, married Angela, daughter of 
Ronald Jeans, Nov. 25. 

Bradbury Pratt has appointed Sid- 
ney Burns exclusive agent 
Kit Kat and Rectors night clubs. 

Worton Hall studios, formerly 


property of Criterion Films, have | 


been leased by John Corfield for five 
pictures. r 
Alfred Esdaile, theatrical man- 
married Irene Klausner, 
non-pro, in London. ee 
Ministry of Labor has intimated to 
the Foster agency that g 
Bates must leave Englat.d, though he 


W. French Githens, of Newsreel | Crystal Terrace in Park Plaza hotel, | has some more dates scheduled here. 


Theatres, operators of the Embassy, | 


on a cruise to South America. 

Polish restaurant conducted by 
same staff as at the World's Fair 
opening on east 57th street. 

Will Hays was an invited guest at 
the Diplomatic Reception at the 
White House, last Thursday (14). _ 

Loew’s-Metro Xmas lunch on again 
for its home office and exchange em- 
ployees at Hotel Astor Friday (22). 

Katharine Hepburn and Tallulah 
Bankhead diverted other guests at 
party last week with barbed chit- 
chat. 

Harry Fleischman, general man- 
ager for Gilbert Miller, under treat- 
ment for skin irritation at St. Luke's 


swank west end nitery. 

American theatre, dark for several | 
weeks, relights Xmas night with 
'‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois.’ 

Gertrude Niesen planed here to 
‘sing at Missouri Athletic Club and 
lthen returned via air to New York. 

Sammy Walsh, who's been at the 
Brooklyn Club in nearby Brooklyn, 
Ill, opens as m.c. at Continental 
Club, Miami, Dec. 25. Fifi D’Orsay 
inked for former, opening Dec. 29. 


Honolulu 


By Mabel Thomas 








E. K. Fernandez toying with show- 





hospital. 
Eddie O'Keefe, treasurer of} 
Morosco, lost mother, who fell down- | 


stairs when about to feed their| 


police dog. 
Joe Moss will conduct seventh | 
annual New Year’s eve party 


topping entertainers, 


or Ben Marden’s Casino Nacional, | Dempsey 
(21), | Visit here.. | 


Havana, premiere tomorrow 
he’s flying over a clipper-full of 
newsmen from Miami. 

Albert Deane, head of Paramount’s 


foreign censorship department, | 


elected secretary of the Australian 
Society of New York, Inc. 

FE. Henry Lewis has taken the 
place of Mare Daniels as associate 
of Mildred Weber in the William 
Morris Agency casting department. 

Film writer Budd Schulberg, son 
of B.P., at farm in Norwich, Vt., near 
his alma mater, Dartmouth, writing 
satirical novel aimed at Hollywood. 

Because Ben Bernie did a stint at 


the Fiesta, Broadway danceteria. the | 


Hotel Astor cancelled him out of the 


New Year’s booking, previously ad- | 


vertised. 
Shirley Booth planed to the Coast 
after last Saturday's (23) perform- 


boat idea for Honolulu. 
KGMB (CBS) building new plant. 
Ted Dawson's band, with Dorothy 
Dare, at Lau Yee Chai’s Shangra La. 
Malcolm Beelby entering his sec- | 





at | ond year at the Royal Hawaiian ho- | 
Hotel Edison ballroom, Belle Baker | tel. 


Duke Kahanamoku showed Jack 
about during his one-day | 


Ray Kinney, returning for six} 


| weeks in February, will be at the} 


| Royal Hawaii. 

Johnny Noble, reorganizing his 
original band, opening at the Waia- 
l\lae New Year's Eve. 

Ed Sawtelle, organist at the Wai-; 
kiki, to celebrate his 700th broad-| 
| cast over KGMB shortly. 


| Detroit 


| 
| 








Ralph Fisher, trumpeter, has | 
|joined Danny Demetry’s orch. 
Leota Lane, of Lane Sisters clan, | 
in to sing in Wayne U.’s ‘Messiah.’ | 
Warbler Joann Maylen in Woman’s | 
|hospital after emergency appendec- | 
tomy. | 


l It’s 


also indicated tiat Ganjou 
Brothers and Juanita, who are in 
Copenhagen, but have offers to come 
back here for pantomime, have also 


i been nixed. 


Vicomte de Mauduit is suing Gau- 
mont-British, claiming damages for 
alleged infringements of the copy- 
right on his book, ‘The Man Who 
Sold His Brain.’ His contention is 
the film, ‘The Man Who Changed 
His Mind,’ is a plagiarism and makes 
claim to 53 similarities between his 
book and the picture. 





Paris 


By Joe Ravotte 





Comedie Francaise troupe shortly 
off to Turkey. 

Louis Pirard, head of publicity for 
the Pathe circuit, is dead. 

Jack Segal and Joe Friedmann, of 
Columbia, 1n on the Clipper. 

Bob Schless, of Warners, in from 
London and off to Scandinavia. 

Irene Hilda, American songstress, 
at the Scheherezade night club. 

Colonne and Lamoureux symphony 
orchestras merged, as in 1914-18. 

‘Un Histoire d'amour’ (‘A Tale of 
Love’) to be Yvonne Printemps next 


Chatelet theatre reopening short- 
ly with Maurice Lehmann’s ‘Nina 
Rosa.’ 

Proceeds of ‘Hotel for Women’ 
(20th) premiere at Le Paris turned 
over to charity. 

Ginette Leclerc, who made a hit 
in ‘Prison Without Bars, now try- 
ing a turn at vaude. 


Red-shirted Garibaldi legionaires, | 


mandGiin and guitar band, entertain- 
ing at Medrano Circus. 


Forty French films exhibited in 


held | Italy during past season as compared } 


ance of ‘Philadelphia Story’ to spend|over at Club Powatan until after | with 25 previous season. 


Christmas 
Gardner. 


with her husband, Ed 


Giovanni, ‘pickpocket’ act, 
| Dec. 28, 
Peter Higgins lingers two. more 


Madame l'Herbay, member of 
| Comedie Francaise for 26 years, and 


Jack Robbins, the music pub, is!stanzas at Commodore Club, then | Widow of dramatist Fiorentino, died 


quite ill at his Essex House apt. with 
a nurse, etc., but it’s more in the 
nature of general debility through 
overwork. 

‘Think-a-Drink’ Hoffman will skip 
the final bow on Monday (26) i 
‘Streets of Paris’ to scram for a 
train to Philly. He'll perform at a 
deb purty there. 

Stanley Rauh, freelance screen- 
writer, who has done the Jones 
Family scripts, in New York for his 
father’s funeral. He'll remain until 
after the holidays. 

Wayne Pierson, formerly of show 
business, now a general deputy U. S. 
tax collector, as chairman of the en- 


tertainment committee, put together | 


a show for the Internal Revenuers. 


Clifton Webb, lead in the Chicago | 


company of ‘The Man Who Came to 
Dinner,’ is so confident the ghow will 
have a long run there that he’s given 
up the lease on his N. Y. apartment. 

Nancy Carroll, back in New York, 


is aiming at an opportunity to appear | 


in one of the eastern-made pictures 
which she expects will be produced 
under Mayor LaGuardia’s prodding. 

Richard Smart, who owns Ha- 
waiian Plantations, warbles nightly 
at the class Fefe’s Monte Carlo. Law- 
rence White, who owns a seat on 
the Stock Exchange, dittoes at the 
Hotel Ambassador. 

Metro handing out Xmas bonuses 
this year to employees under $40 per 
week. Up to two weeks salary is 
pro-rated according to length of 
service with the company, with $50 
set as the maximum. 

Monte Proser’s angels at his new 
Beachcomber in the Winter Garden 
opening next Tuesday are Harry 
Kaufman, Lee Shubert, Walter 
Batchelor and Emile Friedlander. 
Proser controls 50%, however. 

Ken Harvey used to send his 
mother Variety, but stopped last 
week when he realized she had 
Saved up nearly four years’ issues 
waiting for him to come home and 
internret the lingo for her. 

Clifford C. Fisher.has been so long 
associated with cate entertainment. 
his legit ‘Folies Eergeres’ opening at 


the Broadway *mas night has 
fetched numerous inquiries’ for 
“ sod 4 


In | 


clears for Ethel Shutta. 

| Marian Anderson, in for two ap- 
| pearaiices with Detroit Symphony 
|Orch, honored at_ inter-racial 
| luncheon. 

| Eddie Peabody stays for a third 
| week at Club Royale but Alice Dawn 
|quits after two to keep engagement 
at Chicago’s State-Lake. 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 











Twin City Little Theatre company 
offering ‘Bishop Misbehaves.’ 

| Ranny Weeks’ orch into Minnesota 
| Terrace, following Bob Chester. 


| Jack Johnson, ex-heavyweight | 
champ, ‘guest star’ at World’s Fair 
| Museum. 


| Paramount Pep club holding an- 
| nual Christmas party at Twin City 
| Variety club. 

| Harry Katz off to Chicago in con- 
nection with Gayety (burlesque) re- 
opening New Year's eve. 

| Harry Dickerman, local indie, 
bought the Grand, Durand, Wis., in- 
creasing his circuit to four theatres. 
| ‘Nickey’ Goldhammer, RKO dis- 
| trict manager, taking up quarters 
temporarily in Des Moines to pinch- 
hit for ill branch manager there. 


South Africa 


By H. Hanson 








after long illness. 

Film player Monta Goya hurt when 
; car struck unlighted signal post dur- 
|ing blackout near Rambouillet. She 

received contusions. 

Felix Meric, 57, distributor of 
American picts in Marseilles region, 
and one of the pioneers of the French 
industry, died after long illness. 

Pic, ‘Cavalcade d’Amour,’ with 
Michel Simon, Corinne Luchaire 
Claude Dauphin and Saturnin Fabre 
premiered ‘somewhere in France.’ 

Roger Capgrass, who backs plays 
at the Paris theatre, has announced 
| he’s putting on new one soon with 


’ 


, 





| Fernand Gravet and Alice Cocea 
| heading list. 
Bouffes Parisiens opened with 


‘Nous ne Sommes pas Maries’ (‘We 
|Are Not Married’), by Michel 
Duran, with receipts of premiere go- 
ing to soldiers. 


tors’ luncheon that cabarets, restau- 
rants and showcases may shortly ex- 
tend closing time until midnight 
with government okay, 
_ Baron Fils, 69, who abandoned 
Jurisprudence to go on stage and 
became France’s greatest comedian 
of the 1910-20 period, also appear- 
Ing in numerous pics, is dead, 

_First wholly new film to go on lot 
since Sept. 


Roi des Galejeurs’ (The King of 
Humor’), piloted by Fernand Rivers. 

Paris Soir dispatch from Switzer- 
land reveals that Dr. Loehner-Beda, 





Colosseum (ACT), Cape Town, had 
|a big boxoffice winner in ‘Gunga | 
| Din’ (RKO). 

Otto W. Bolle, South African man- | 
ager for 20th-Fox, who recently had | 
an Operation on a knee, is conva- 
lescing. 

African Cons. Theatres is said to 
be unaffected by the war as far a | 


the importing of films is concerned. 
Chain carries ample supplies to meet | 
|demands for some months. 

Richard Tauber and Co. with! 
Mara Losseff as leading lady, are at | 
the Alhambra (African Cons. Thea- | 
tres), Cape Town, in Franz Lehar’s 
operetta, “Land of Smiles.” Show 
doing good business. l 





POE, UF Be sik i =, 


= 


Franz Lehar collaborator and libret- 
tist, committed suicide in Buehen- 
wald concentration camp in Ger- 
many. 

‘L’'Homme Qui Cherche La Verite’ 
(The Man Who Seeks the Truth’) 
started at Neuilly studios. Being di- 
rected by Pierre Wolff with Raimu. 
Alerme. Jean Tissier, Tramel and 
Jacqueline Delubac in cast. 

Louise Carletti, 17, latest French 
find, whom Hollywood scouts have 
been ogling, announces she won't go 
to the States until she gets French 
citizen papers. She was born in Mar- 
seilles of Italian parents, circus per- 
formers. 

Pierre Renoir, Valentine Tessier 


not 


Teddington | 
studios Dec. 4, with five pictures set | 


for the | 


Peg-Leg | 


Robert Trebor announced at ac- | 


1 started at the Ma 
Pagnol Studios, Marseilles. It’s Te | 





Obituaries 


Continued from page 45 


Dec. 11, 





Cal., died in a 


| Fresno, 


‘Fresno hospital following a heart at- | 


tack. 


NELL KELLY 

Nell Kelly, 29, red-haired comedi- 
'enne, who had performed in vaude 
and musicals as a singer and dancer 
| for the past 23 years, died of dia- 
betes in a New York hospital Dec. 16. 

Born in Memphis, she first ap- 
| peared on the stage at the age of six 
and later was booked on leading cir- 
cuits, including a jaunt to Australia. 
|She had roles in the musical com- 
!edies ‘Upsadaisy,” ‘Boom Boom’ and 
In 1936 and '37 she 
'toured with Sally Rand. She also 
played in Paramount's 
‘College Swing,’ released a few years 
ago. 

Surviving is a sister, Flo Kelly, as- 


at Roxy theatre, N. Y. 


HAROLD R, MORTON 


Harold R. Morton, 30, former bur- 
,lesque producer, died in Brookline, 
Mass., Dec. 9. 

Mother and father survive. 


MRS. MANNIE LOWNIE 


Mrs. Mannie Lownie, 64, bareback 
rider and trapeze artist in the old 
Forepaugh circus, Philadelphia, died 
at the Abington hospital, Elkins 
Park, Pa., on Dec. 14. 

She was the granddaughter of 
Adam Forepaugh, who founded the 
circus in 1865, 


ROY L. WALKER 


Roy L. Walker, president of the 
Texas Motien Picture Theatre Own- 
ers Protective Association, died un- 
| expectedly in Fort Worth Dec. 13 
|following meeting there of North 
| Texas theatre men. 





BESSE EMERICK 
Besse Emerick, 64, oldtime musical 
| comedy and silent film actress, died 
Dec. 13 in a Boston sanatorium. 
Born in Rochester, Ind., she had 
made several pictures for Pathe. 


JAMES HOUSTON 





and 
died 


and Billie Houston, 
vaudevillian himself, 
don Nov. 27. 


an 


in Lon- 


Donald A. Burpee, 50, partner in 
the firm of Burpee & West Enter- 
prises and secretary of the Quebec 
|Allied Theatrical Industries, Ince., 
died in Montreal] Friday (15) after 
a long illness. 

Coming to the latter from the 
| maritime provinces 20 years ago, he 
joined Maurice West in 1921 to form 
\firm operating picture houses in 
| Quebec and New York State. 





| Herman Saxon, 58, former Toledo | 


| legit theatre manager, died Dec. 15 
{in an automobile accident near Fos- 
| toria, O. 
(Auditorium, Toledo, in 1918, and 
| transformed it into Saxon's Audi- 
| torium, operating it several years for 
road shows, 
Son, sister and grandson survive. 


| Guy Albert Chesbrough, 49, broth- 
,er of William C. Chesbrough, presi- 
{dent of the Garden Amus. Co., cir- 
| cuit operators, died Dec. 13 in a Co- 
lumbus, O., hospital, after a year’s 
illness. A daughter also survives. 

Betty Stevenson, 22, for several 
years a member of the Girl Friends 
Trio over WJR, Detroit, died Dec. 10 
following long illness. Survived by 
parents and three brothers. 








Richard Lynch, 70, director of the 
Deluxe theatre, Detroit, died in Wy- 
andotte, Mich., Dec. 13. Survived by 
brother, two daughters and two 
grandchildren, 





Henry Lovejoy Bouton, 80, for- 
merly advance man for Ringling 
Bros., Barnum & Bailey circus, died 
Dec. 13 in Ridgefield, Conn. 


| Marie Shaw Janis, 61, mother of 
' Hal Janis, of WMCA, N. Y., publicity 
department, died in Great Neck, L. 
I, Dec. 14. 





Jules Hurtig, manager of the Shu- 
| bert burlesque theatre, Philadelphia, 
| died Dec. 13 of a heart attack. 





Ernest Rauh, 80, father of Stanicy 
| Rauh, screenwriter, died in New 
'York Dec. 14. 


filmusical, }, ; 
|}tour to work on her picture. 


sociated with stage productions at! 


James Houston, 65, father of Renee | 
old | 


He leased the Newsboys | 


Fifi Dorsay to Detroit for 
job. 
| Don Ameche back from Bermuda 
holiday. 

Leo Fitzgerald to hospital for ob. 
| servation. 

Eugene Hornbostel to hospital fop 
observation. 

Clarence Slater back to work after 
10-day illness. 

Irene Dunne back to work after 
eye infection, 

Frank Borzage to spend holidays 
in Manhattan. 

Warners throwing party for 359 
| scribes Dec. 23. 

Ruth Donnelly in from Broadway 
for picture work. 

Ed Wynn divorced in Reno by 
Frieda Mierse Wynn. 

Fay Wray granted a divorce from 
John Monk Saunders, 

Gene Autry bought a piece of a 
wrestler, Dude Chick. 

Penny Singleton granted divorce 
from Dr. L. S. Singleton. 


hitery 


Bob Hussey wearing smoked 
glasses after eye operation. 
Osa Johnson back from lecture 


Dave Bader joined Artists Agency 
in charge of story department. 


James Stephenson checked off 
Warners contract list after 18 
months, 

Lance Heath joined Columbia 


studio publicity staff as Lou Smith's 
assistant. 

Fred Marshall checked out of 
Columbia's publicity department to 
regain his health. 

Johnny Maschio severed connec. 
tions with Sam Jaffe agency after 
five years and now on his own. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





‘Ice Follies’ cast tossing dinner for 
press day before Xmas. 

M-G booker Jim McGuinness and 
the missus have just cradled a son. 

The Ed. Stuves off for Florida and 
their first vacation in almost a 
decade. 

Elmer Kenyon off for the Coast 
ahead of Maurice Evans’ marathon 
‘Hamlet.’ 

Clement Kiesel directing Catholic 
Theatre Guild’s production of 
‘Brother Orchid.’ 

The Jake Richmans—he’s veteran 


uptown. exhib—celebrated their 

| Silver anniversary. 
Johnny Long’s’ vocalist, Helen 
Young, out of commission several 


days with laryngitis. 

Abe Feldman, boyhood chum of Al 
Mercur, named steward at latter's 
Nut House in Millvale. 

Harry Reiff, jr., son of the vet 
showman, now working for Art 
| Levy at Columbia exchange. 

Eleanor Denmark putting together 
an all-femme dance band composed 
exclusively of Pittsburghers. 

Bill Robinson and Marty Forkins 
| get in tomorrow (21) for few days 
vacation during ‘Hot Mikado’ layoff. 

Bill Doll in drum-beating ‘Hot 
Mikado’ and Sam _ Stratton also 
around ahead of ‘My Dear Children.’ 

Milt Broudy, of Columbia ex- 
change and son of orch leader Dave 
Broudy, okay again after bone opera- 
tion. 

Steve Bradley off to Sun Valley 
for holidays after winding up run in 





Playhouse’s ‘Ghost of Yankee 
Doodle.’ 
Mark Daniels, who used to be 


| Danny Marcus here, stage-managing 
new Broadway entry, ‘Young Couple 
Wanted.’ 

| Betty Bruce hustled back to New 
| York after Stanley engagement to 
rehearse for new _ International 

Casino show. 

Florence Green wed to Lester 

Biederman, last week in Winchester, 
Va. He's baseball writer for Pitts- 
| burgh Press. 
Polly Rowles and Carl Dozer, who 
| finished Tech drama school together 
in '36, will be reunited in ‘Private 
| Lives’ at Playhouse. 

Mr. and Mrs. Alton Rea became 
parents of a son in Pittsburgh last 
week. Father’s assistant manager of 
the Stanley theatre there. 





Rome 


Winter opera season inaugurated. 

Benassi-Carli company debuting at 
the Quirino. 

Baritone Pignatari, ‘discoverer’ of 
Caruso, dead at 73 in Milan. 

Theatre at the Villagio Balneare 
switching from opera to operetta. 

Robert Sherwood’s ‘Petrified For- 
est,’ in Italian, at the Teatro delle 
Arti. ; : 

French pic, ‘Entree des Artistes, 
given gala opening at Barberinl 
cinema. 

Edward G. Robinson's ‘I Am the 
Law’ most recent American film to 
go the rounds. 

Minister of Finance started new 
'workers theatre with ‘Ruota,’ by 
Cesare Ludovici. ‘ 

Viennese revue, ‘Tutto al Cuore 
“All to the Heart’), peopled with 
Germans, at the Valli 

Vivianne Romance back _ from 
| France to complete ‘Rose of Blood, 
which was interrupted. when wat 
started. 
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BALALAIKA 


the Balalaika, which Ruggles has es- 
tablished as & counterpart of the 
famed Russian boite where the star's 
yomance first started. 

much of the ‘Bitter Sweet’ 
in the libretto, the operetta 
having been revamped considerably 
from the Eric Maschwitz-George 
Fostord-Bernard Gruen original, 
playing down the tune end and re- 
inforcing the book. 

Miss Massey will become a b.o, 
ersouality by word of mouth chiefly 
on the comparison to the Dietrich- 
Geibo qualities. She sounds like 
the former and reminds of the Swe- 
dish star. Eddy is he-mannish and 
dashing, well fitting his role. Per 
usual, his singing is a_bell-ringer, 
Ruggles as the orderly and Frank 
Morgan as the impresario are capi- 
tal in their comedy assignments; 
Lionel Atwill is the benign music 
teacher; Dalies Frantz, as the girl's 
brother, is a new face and promises 
much: C. Aubrey Smith well fits his 
role of an imperialistic Russian gen- 
eral: Joyce Compton is_ brightly 
spotted as Ruggles’ comedy vis-a- 
vis: Walter Woolf King is dashing 
and a capable supporting cast in- 
cludes Phillip Terry, Abner Biber- 
man, Paul Sutton and Willy Cos- 
tello. 

The title song, a tango, is a likely 
entry for tuneful exploitation, since 
it lends itself well also for general 
dansapation. The rest of the score is 
incidental, including an operatic ex- 
cerpt from ‘Carmen’ which plausibly 
is introduced as part of the audition 
sequence before impresario Morgan. 
Fddv's ‘Volga Boat Song’ with the 
Russian Cossack choir clicks big. 


There’ 
element 


I 


Considering everything the 102 
minutes’ footage is a good editing 


job. Photography excellent, joining 
the rest of this ultra production. 
Abel 


RAFFLES 


Hollywood, Dec. 18 


United Artists release of Samuel Gaold- 
Wyn production Stars David Niven and 
‘ wn de HUavilland; features Dame Mae 
Whitty and Dudley Digges Directed by 
Sai Wood Screenplay by John Van Pru- 
ien and Sidney Howard, based upon “The 
Amutenr Cracksman,” by E. W. Harnung; 
cumera, Grege Toland; editor, Sherman 
todd, music, Victor Young Reviewed at 
Wk Hollywood, ‘Dec. 18, 1939. Running 
iime, 70 MINS, 
tiatties , ; ....-David Niven 
| ree. eee ree Olivia de Havilland 
Ladly Melrose. ....ccecces Dame May Whitty 
Mackenzie Dudley Digees 
PN eck tn.4 a6 ben'ed beaeenes Douglas Watton 
ETel POs 6 46.4 2d dane sis Lionel Pape 
! hough ‘ rete crr te EK. E. Clive 
‘ SOMOS. 4.65.54 66048686088 Veter Godfrey 
Mi ad Holden Margaret Seddon 
Binge. o iss cicsndvecrcvas Gilbert Emery 
WRIMON < od vckdekescceee canes Hilda Plowright 
SeLI@?. seascde wee Vesey ©O'Davoren 
Foote ' George Cathrey 
Mertor Keith Hitchcoek 


Goldwyn's second telling 
adventures of the amateur 
cracksman is a moderately interest- 
ing tale that will create mild b.o, 
reaction In spots where picture 
might follow release of ‘Gone 
Wind.’ name of Olivia de Havilland 
will add to boxoffice lure; otherwise 
the starring duo of Niven and De- 
Havilland is lightweight for the 
marquee. ‘Raffles’ will struggle for 
biz in kev top spots; best groove is 


Samuel 
of the 


for strong supporter attraction. 
Previous Goldwyn production of 
‘Raffles’ had Ronald Colman and 


Kay Francis as main figures in the 
romantic motivation to dovetail with 
tne crook angle. Here, however. 
script concentrates on cat-and-mouse 


by-play between Scotland Yard _ in- 
spector Dudley Digges and the elu- 
sive cracksman, Niven, with the 
romantic interludes of minor’ im- 


portance. Present version also lacks 


the sparkle and good humor of the 
original with Colman. 
Niven, as Raffles, is intrigued by 


his ability to continually outwit the | 


Police, withal collecting profitably 
on his thefting ventures to associate 
With the elite. As weekend guest of 
Lord and Lady Melrose, he discov- 
€érs his buddy and brother of his 
Sweetheart needs funds quickly to 
prevent being cashiered from the 
army. Under the nose of the Scot- 
land Yard inspector, he plans to 
Pilfer the hostess’ necklace, 
eventually finds he has to lift the 
gems from a thief who had the same 


ae Through ingenious secretion 
oot in his apartment Niven cir- 
cumve 


coe vents the police and leayes In- 
Pector Digges with admiration for 
IS abilities. 


_ The Hornung tale has moments of 
its present | 


Mterest and suspense in 


With | 


but | 


Film Reviews 
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the cast are adequately selected for 
| British accent and mannerisms. 

‘Rattles’ has been given Class A 
| production values throughout, with 
photography and sound recording 
;excellent. But on the entertainment 
side, it’s a lower A. 


| Charlie McCarthy, 


| . 

| Detective 

(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Dec. 16, 


Universal release of Frank Tuttle produc- 
tion; Jerry Sackheim, associate producer. 
Stars Edgar Bergen with ‘Charlie Me- 
Carthy,’ “Mortimer Snerd.’ Directed by 
Frank ‘Tuttle Screenplay by * Edward 
Edisceu, Harold S@iumate Richard Mack; 
original by Robertson White, Darrell Ware; 
camera, George Robinson: editor, Bernard 
Burton; asst. dire: I’vank, Ralph 
Ceder; songs, Sam Lerner, Ben Oakland, 
Eddie Cherkose, Jacques Hress Previewed 
at Pantages, Hollywood, Dec, 16, '389 Run- 
ning time: 78% MINS. 

Kdyar Bergen with ‘Charlie McCarthy’ and 
‘Mortimer Snevrd 


tors, bred 


Seotty Hamilton Robert Cummings 
Sheila Stuart. Constance Moore 
Bill Banning ; John Sutton 
Arthur Aldrich... soccccess Jas Calherm 
Inspector Dailey....... .., Edgar Kennedy 
Court Aldrich Samuel S. Hinds 
Tony Garcia.. cf Harold Huber 
‘thutch’ a ae Warren tlymer 
| Harrison ‘Gravy’ Randolph Ray Turnei 
Whatever. boxoffice reaction 
‘Charlie McCarthy. Detective.’ is able 
to generate depends on the ability of 


Edgar Bergen and his wooden stooge 
to carry this inadequate script and 
inept direction. Picture will have to 
struggle as top half of the dualers. 


Bergen and his pal. 


Bergen and Charlie. with spas- 
modic appearances of Mortimer 
Snerd, are burdened with a second- 


directing side. Charlie’s monologs 
with Bergen are naturally the high 





those appearances yarn is a trite 
fand poorly done cops-and-robbers 
| theme, which, in its attempts to be 
|'serious, becomes laughable. 

Into the maelstrom of dramaties 
jare tossed numerous slapstick situa- 





tions on the broad and elemental 
side. Most of them are too old and 
| inadequate to pep up the proceed- 
ings 


| Plot is a melange of strange and 
}convenient happenings for the script- 


| doubles were 





| Globe, instead. 


It won't assist the screen progress of | 


rate story which is not lifted on the | 


spots of the picture, but aside from | 


| ers. A magazine publisher is in 
cahoots with a gangster, who pro- | 
ceeds to knock off those who cross 


| the path of the publisher. 


Bergen, 
|entertainer at 


a swank night club, is 


47 





= 


———-. 





ing looking suspiciously as though 
used. In any 
the action on the feet sleds is 
tively unimportant. 

Miss Henie comes into the picture 
supposedly on skis when she runs 
into a couple reporters at the foot 
of a hill, taking a tumble. She wears 
a funny-looking snow cap which ac- 
centuates the roundness of her face. 

Story is backgrounded in a Swiss 
village where Miss Henie lives with 
her father, a Nobel prize-winner 
who, being believed dead, is hiding 
his identity. He’s played satisfac- 
torily by Maurice Moscovich and 
while the story is a bit vague as to 
why he should be incog, or why he 
should have been murdered, ostensi- 
bly it’s because the Russians are 
after him. 

Also seeking him are two rival re- 
porters, working on tips that Dr. 
Hugo Norden is still alive. Double- 
crossing each other in order to get 
a scoop, one of the newshounds finds 
the missing doctor and cables his 
paper, which is mentioned as the 
New York Times, but the other re- 
porter intercepts the message and 
shifts it to his sheet, the London 


rela- 


newspaperman made no effort to 
check the story to see for himself if 
it was right. 

Meantime, the two reporters are 
on the make for Miss Henie, with 
Robert Cummings, a cub-type, win- 
ning over his adversary, Ray Mil- 
land, who is the more romantically- 
acceptable character. While the ro- 
mantic side of the story is fairly well 


event, | 





(WITH SONGS) 

Universal release « Albert Ss Rowell 
production, directed by Rogell Features 
Constance Moore Johnny Downs, Edgar 
Kennedy, Marjorie Rambeau, Original by 
Lee Loeb and Mort HBraus; screenplay, 
Harry lark and Lee Loeb: songs, Ken 
Oakland, Sam Lerner: musical director, 
‘harles Previn; camera Stanley Cortez 
At Strand, Brooklyn, week Dee. 17, '39, 
dual Running time, 64 MINS, 

Stephen Hannis .. Johnny Downs 
Ruth Speneer Constance Moore 
Sylvia Swan rjorie Rambeau 
Tess Gibson Cecil Cunningham 
Elizabeth Re inzh ' Hedda Hopper 
gg ae | eee Janet Beecher 
Juige Metiuinn »-Edgar Kennedy 
SR OS Serre rere rr TT or .Tom Duran 
Barne Cole, William Demarest 
Bliot Rigby....... ‘ ...'hester Clute 
Phil Ferranti -Horace MacMahon 
Linda Lane ; Paula Stone 


The kindest thing to be said about 
‘Laugh It Off’ is that nearly all per- 


| formances are far better than the al- 


It’s a case where a! 


{Film is 


developed, it is dulled by the trite} 


dialog. There is a little comedy, but 
very little, and Leonid Kinskey is 
virtually left out in the cold. Fritz 
Feld, in one brief scene as a 
darme hitting the cognac. pretty 
heavily, on urging of one of the re- 
porters, does a brilliant job of it. 
Like Kinskey, however, he is gone 
too fast. 

In one scene in which Miss Henie 
and Cummings are being drawn by 
a sled, the processing is not so well 
done as usually. And how come 
Cummings topples with his skis, get- 
ting his head into the snow and can't 
pull it out himself? The sled chase, 


with the shooting, as Gestapo agents 
are trying to get Doc Norden, is 


something else again. 

In addition to the main skating se- 
quences to ‘Blue Danube’ and Latin 
music, exceedingly well executed by 
Miss Henie, former Olympic champ 
does a few twirls on the ice in con- 
nection with what's supposed to be a 
winter sports contest. Shes out 
there sans a hat and in short sleeves, 
with no gloves, she must be a 
pretty hardy little lady. 

Alan Dinehart plays an editor and 


sO 


| in addition to nice plugs for the Lon- 


| invited to the home of the publisher | 


| for a party, and becomes involved in 
| the eventual murder of his host 
| While a rowdy fight goes on in the 
basement of the home. Bergen calmly 
| picks up clues to eventually disclose 
| the real murderer—but by that time 
| nobody cares. 

| McCarthy's routines are entertain- 
ing, closely following procedure of 
his radio monologs. Mortimer 
|Snerd’s infrequent appearances also 
jare good for laughs. But in between, 


| 
1 
| 
| 
| 


} it’s ordinary stuff and rother tire- 
| some. 
First film song for Charlie, ‘I'm 


Charlie McCarthy, Detective,” is a 
} comedy number, during which he 
switches disguises and moves his new 
optics (installed recently by Bergen ). 


Constance Moore, as night club en- 
tertainer, sings two tunes, both 
| passable. Supporting cast is handi- 
}capped bv the material, although 


| Edgar Kennedy and Warren Hymet 
; hit some comedy antics fo. 
i moderate laughs in the latter half 

Production looks like a corner-cut- 
) ter, turned out within a budget as 
low as possible. 


broad 


Everything Happens at 
Night 


art) Centurv-eFox t ‘ Hi \ 
Brow? production ~ hte 
features | Millan t ‘ ( mee ‘ 
Maurice Moscovicl Le ‘ it Sev, \ 1 
Dinehart Frfitz Fel Live ed bw Irving 
C‘urmmmings Story and 4: at tier Art Ar. 
thur ne Robert Hy t or \ 
} Thompson skating numbers staged by 
| Nicholas (Castle photography edward 
| Cronjager At Roxy a week Lrec 15, 
1°39. Running time, 76 MINS 
Lauise Sonj Het 
| dJeoffrey Dhomoson Ray Mil nel 
Ken Margcon Re t (Cummings 
1 Dr. Hugo Ne en : Maurice Moscovich 
Groder erry Leonid Kinskey 
Pred Sherwood. ...cccccvsers Alun Dinehart 
Gendarme Fritz Feld 
to PCP eee ere : loda Gilbert 
Cavas WeTerT Terran: CL. Victor Vareent | 
Hotel Clerk....... William Edmunds 
OPT CET TTT LES George Davis 
MmartenGder.«.<ccsses Paul Poreasi 
In ‘Everything Happens at Night’ 





a few inconsequential things occur 
during the day, but at no time does 
very much happen that is of interest. 
The only bright spot in the whole 76 
minutes is Sonja Henie’s ‘Blue Dan- 


telling, but Overall is able to gen- | ube’ waltz and conga skating routine, 
ftate only slight reaction for aj|capably staged by Nick Castle 
familiar yarn. Too many copies | Posted as a Christmas-week release, 
ave been struck off from the orig- | this one will need more than holiday 
oo in the past decade to provide| hypo to put it across. And Fox's 
“pontaneity and sustain interest. | Nordic star will need better material 

even i | than assigned her here to keep from 


Digg 
; : 
Ng and Important 


es = adequate as Raffles, with 
* Providing interesting, aimus- 
characterization 


| slipping badly. 
| With a view to varying the routine 


has 14; inspector. Miss DeHavilland |a little for Miss Henie. the script 
interest it footage as the romantic | puis her on skis The re aré no pee - 
Mav Whireote Niven, while Dame | Ups, however, of Ag gps Maes Me ra 
tunities 2 Po eotS, Out minor oppor-|ing, the whole thing appearing, (© 

© as Lady Melrose, Others in !have been covered up, ana tne ski 


don Globe and N. Y. Times, the Ful- 
ler Brush people get a good deal of 
mention. Char. 


HONEYMOON’S OVER 


Ath- Fox-S« M Wurtzel preduction and 
releuse Features Stuart Erwin, Moirjorie 
Weaver, Directed bs hugene borde, 
Screenplay, Hamilton McFadden, Clay 
Adams, Leonard Hoffman: basec ol the 
play Six (vlinder Love.” by Willian An- 
thonvy MeGuire camera, Vireil Miller edi- 
ter, Nick DeMageic At the Lineol Lin- 
coln, dual Running ne, 70 MINS 
Donald =1ew Erwit 
BOGUS: cv incess M t Wensver 
i Serre re ree I kr vles 
WOSKErvecsese ! li H s 
Donreos ] } ( on 
Buitertiel Hebart ¢ I h 
Peg ‘ l 
Colomel....... t I ve 
Ann eee a Ker } ne 
Winslow haw .ee.ee Harrisin Greene 
Mrs. Winsle ; ; Lelah Tyle 
Rurton.. bd ‘ Harry Havden 
Mirs Burrter Ned, ] ‘ 
Phir Mbit 7 } t j : ' ~ 
Hiimxgis 
Kel ! 

Crane \\ | ' 

With enough entertainment to 
make it stand well as a second fea- 
ture, with provincial and nabe re- 
ception the best, ‘Honevmoon’s Over’ 
s a fairly nice pic, on the short 
budget side. 

Originally, it was a play, ‘Six 
Cylinder Love.’ authored by William 


McGuire, and it’s 
fairlv sensible 


Anthony 
couple of 


about a 
people who 


get married, then proceed to unwind 
from conservatism, swinging over to 
new cars, country club and the social] 


leeches. Latter is finally the means 
of getting the pair so deeply in debt 
they lose everything, and one of 
them steals to escape from a jam 
only to get into a bigger one 

Stuart Erwin, as a type, couldn't 
step into a screenplay without being 


beset by more than one major prob- 


lem, and he has a fistful here as a 
young advertising man who marries 
Marjorie Weaver, the gal who sat 
next desk. Before the scenario runs 


its course, she turns into the main 
problem. It’s okay stuff for both of 
them, and the first part for Mis 
Weaver in a year. She comes off 
with a couple of glamour-building 
shots in the bathtub, which aren't 
bad 

E. E. Clive. June Gale, Patric 


Knowles, Harrison Greene and Lelah 


gen- | 


leged original story or screenplay. , 
It’s light musical farce that may sat- 
isfy in certain dual locations. Why 
so much effort was crowded into, 
such an insipid yarn probably will | 
perplex most. 

Plot for this picture reads like 
something the Hollywood scribblers 
whipped up over an idle weekend. 
a disjointed, mixed up af- 
fair The authors set down a group 
ot former showgirls in New York in 
search of work when the Spencer 
Home for Retired Ladies goes bank- 
rupt. They also show a _ juvenile 
band leader trying to become a law- 
yer and help the zroup salvage some 
money from the estate. After that 
it is pretty much every man ‘and 
girl) for himself, with a touch of 


gangster-gambling-night clubs tossed ! 


in, 

Johnny Downs is lightweight as 
the juvenile but a lot better than his 
material. Costance Moore is pretty 
as the romance interest while the 
elderly show femmes, played by Mar- 
jorie Rambeau, Janet Beecher, 
Hedda Hopper and Cecil Cunning- 
ham, come close to making some- 
thing of the production. Edgai 
Kennedy, as the judge, contributes 
one of his more restrained comedy 


| portrayals. Horace MacMahon makes 


a first-rate gangster menace while 


| Tom Dugan, Chester Clute and Paula 


Tyler form a quintet of hangers-on, ' 


the well 


as long as liquor lasts, as 

cast a pack of parasites as could be 
asked for. Hobart Cavanaugh, the 
office manager, who passes every 
crack from the boss. Russell Hick 
right on down to the help. seize 


very comedy opportunity. and lands 


the most generous laughs Jack 
Carson's nsultins brand of auto 
alesman np is Okay. toc 

Eugene Forde ( ectior s ble 
ind all technical staflers f Be 


Stone head the support. 

Tunes by Ben Oakland and 
Lerner are conventional, ‘My Dreams 
and I’ having the best chance 


Sam 


Wear. 

Atlas Pictures release of Gateway pro- 
duction Features Johnny Downes hoea 
lind! Iweith Directed by Herbert Mever, 
Screenplay by Richard ¢ Nhahn: eumera 
duck Greenhalgh: editor Rav Lautbw, 4t 
Central, N. ¥.. week De« l4 30%, dual bilk 
Kunning time, 56 MANS, 
John Fraser. , ; Johnny Downs 
Madelin Kirby , Rosalind Keith 
Mrs, Fraset Helen Muachelln 
Terry Spencer Williams Ir 
Steve Carson ; lates Robbins 
My MeNeil Hohues Herbert 
CERIN £00. 6:24 heat Oks ene ee hades Diek Cramer 


Vanetti Harry Lang 


Night life and horse-racing turn an 
industrious city architect into a 
crook and then a gangster chief in 
this indie opus. None of the transi- 
tion is half-way believable, with the 
result that the entire plot is hard to 


stomach Dearth of name _ plavers 
and absurd story limit it to lower 
section of dualers, and even then 
some double-feature addicts will 
| wonder why 

Whole fable telegraphs plot de- 
tails and all reasonable develop- 
ments. The conniving Steve Carson 
IS definitely tabbed early as an un- 
principled crook who cheats his fel- 
low worker and then ditche him 
when he's jailed Film is one of 
those quickie efforts where the varn 
develops to a certain point and then 
is left dangling. For example, the 
plot concoctors apparently wanted to 
show the weakling as making some- 
thing of himself and then thought 
better of it, permitting him to be- 
come ae business-shakedown § ;ack- 
eteer. At another point, the cop 
start shooting at the now successful 
Rangster and chase him down a fire 
escape, although nothing before In- 
dicated that he was even sought f 


his racketeer exploits, 
Johnny Downs does well 


sidered. James Robbins is cast as 
the crook who brings about the lad’s 
downfall, but his portrayal is noth- 
ing to cheer about Helen MacKel- 
lar strives hard to breathe some life 
into the mother role. Others include 
tosaline Keith, Spencer Williams 
Jr., and Holmes Herbert Wear 


TRIGGER FINGERS 


Victory relense ‘ “an Kittzman pro- 
liye ' Stars Tim Met'us fentures Ken 
Corbett hi) Matin, Jovee Hrvant (arle- 
ton Youngs lbirected by Sam Newfield 
(iriginal sereenplay Bis beickey; editor 
Holbrook Vodd: camera t Hiver At the 
Colonial Linecoir dita Running time 
55 MINS, 

Rill Carsen.. , . Tinks MeCovy 
M; ‘ ‘ 5 Corbett 
lessi¢ eee Jill Martin 
Margate 7 dover KRrvani 
ee ur om Young 
Jett : fed Adams 
Balter lon Elliott 
Jerry.. ad MeTogpar 
Rt Aa ese hese 654 hake Ralph Peters 
TD adie bale ww itas aa eman ee Forrest Tavie: 
kote emir eee et? Coe eT ee Ken Dunean 
Very run of mill is ‘Trigger 


Fingers,’ a continuation of the ad- 
ventures of the G-man-mountvy series 


with Tim McCoy as top hand. P 
is hard on the eves, a poor camer: 
ob. and some of the incidental el 


to build 


atmosphere on the opening 
are awiul. A minor dualer. 

Story suffers from all angles—the 
Basil Dickey script is weak, and Sam 
Newfield’s direction is languid. Mc- 
Coy is called into action to settle a 
much rustled area’s policing prob- 
lem, and he wades in as a gypsy, 
who tells fortunes and plays draw, 
to get fingerprints on playing cards 
for checking. Outlaws try to lay the 
valley problems on him, and _ he, 
incog, finds himself in a hole, be- 
cause the valleyites dont know whe 
he is. 

‘Trigger’ is 


probably McCoy's 


' weakest, and he’s been in the bush 


league plenty lately. Stooge is Ben 
Corbett, who is. viciim of the 
scenario’s most glaring error—he's 
sent to bring McCoy into the case on 
the sly, then comes into the territory 
with him garbed in gypsy getup, but 
with a pan as familiar as the shape 
of a baseball and getS away with it. 

Not many westerns have boasted 
two femme leads, but this one does, 
Jill Martin and Joyce Bryant. Latter 
is a looker, and when in, appeared 


capable enough to do better by a 
larger assignment. Carleton Young 


and Ted Adams spearhead in the 
outlawry, doing okay. Born. 
(WITH SONGS) 

Monoxram release of Edward Finnev pre- 
duction Stars Tex Ritter Directed by Al 
Hermar stovy and sereennia by Vietor 
: meon, Edmond Kelsi Rover Merton 

itor, Fred Bain; sones by Dorcas Cochran 
amt Charles Rosoff; ‘O Suzannah’ by Ste 
phen Foster, with new words by Tex Ritter: 
miu ‘] score and dire-tion by Frank San- 
ue enmera, Mareel A LePieard, \t 

Arena, N. Y., De 17, 18, *33 dual Rute 
ning time, 58 MINS, 
eB p Pew Ritter 
oO. Nelson Mebrowell 
WOMGA hve sae eed Muriel Evans 
BIMGCi ccccesse Nolan Willis 
a oo rer re ree Steve Clark 
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ol Pee rere lrenneth Dunean 
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, Monogram has developed Tex Rit- 


ter into a substantial boxoffice 
favorite with western cinema de- 
votees. Latest cowboy drama of 


the wagon trains forcibly shows it. 
In many respects, this is just an- 
other hoss opera but the presence of 


the southern-drawling Tex ob- 
viously will mean extra wampum 
at the wickets for houses that de- 
mond western fare. 


‘Roll Wagons Roll’ is a saga of the 
struggling wagon trains trying to 
reach Oregon and new homes. Pace 
quickens whenever Ritter is in the 
limelight. Picture has more than its 
share of injun fighting, including an 
unusually gripping rescue by the 
western star as he halts a speeding 
team of six horses by jumping over 
the back of two pairs of mounts to 
corral the leader team. Film has 
been put together with a nicety of 
eare for a western, even the two 
songs being blended in skilfully. 











Background refrain ‘Roll Wagon 
Wheels,’ an infectious new prairie 
tune, is handled well. 
| Tex Ritter is rapidly becoming 
one of the few western heroes whe 
does not overact. He sings both 
‘Roll Wagon Wheels’ and ‘O Snu- 
zannah,’ Jatter being credited as hav- 
ing new words furnished by Ritter, 
putting across these songs with the 
best of cowboy faves. Nelson Mc- 
Dowell supplies a little comedy re- 
lief as Lucky, Ritter’s  side-kick. 
Muriel Evans, former!y from shorts. 
is unusually effective as the blonde 
heroine. Support is standard for this 
tvne of film 

Director Al Herman has managed 
first-rate to hold attention consider- 
ing the routine yarn. Wear, 

Maestro-Judge 
Continued from poge te 

W am VI. ‘B ll’ P cke ws W he nN li iter 
enjove fat and lean seasons in the 
ope 1 of the Garrick, and when 
j f k ed out at the beg ng 
of the current season afte 15 sea- 
4 ; the stand, Re ¢ erver 
nKead a f Ci with Jack Zeck wn 
represents the Hirst circul Ss 
resident manager 

Reidelberger holds several] sessions 
of court daily, the first starting at 
9 am. and continuing until noon, 


unless the docket is cleared by that 
time. Then he treks across the Mis- 
sissippj to reach the theatre by 1 
p.m. After the matinees, he returns 
to Venice to see what there is for 
him to adjudicate. Then back to the 
Garrick for an evening performance 

Speeders, etc., who may have been 
shunted into the village hoosegow 
between 7 p.m. and midnight, get « 
chance to tell it to the judze 
he returns to the court, 
generally in the early a.m. This rou- 
tine is broken once a week when 
Reidelberger and the tooters remain 


wnen 


} ' 
wpnien is 


after the last performance of a cur- 
rent show to rehearse for the one 
Starting the next afternoon. Reidel- 


berger’s orch also plays local dance 





engagements in spare time—if any. 
One of the accomplishm s of 
which t¢ idelberger DOasts ryi¢ t s 
1 - 2 gy his tenu e he has off 
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NEW YEAR’S! 


(Holiday Bookings are Zooming! Hurry!) 
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BROTHER SAYS: 
“My New Year’s dish is 


musical comedy, pretty 
dames. I'd like to be 


alone with Ilona!” 


SISTER SAYS: 
“If it’s gorgeous, gala, 
melodious and roman 


tic, it’s New Year’s to 
me!” 








